\W-Pﬂ 2023 Football Game Notes

Contact: BRANDON VICKREY Office: 219.464.5396 Valpo Sports Media Relations

Brandon.Vickrey@valpo.edu

2023 Schedule/Results

Date Opponent Time/Result
Aug. 31 at Youngstown State L 52-10
Sept. 9 at Indiana Wesleyan L 24-22
Sept. 23 Marist* (Homecoming) Noon
Sept. 30 Southwest Minnesota State 1 p.m.
Oct. 7  at Drake* 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 Morehead State* 1 p.m.
Oct. 21  at Davidson* Noon
Oct. 28  at Butler* Noon
Nov.4 Dayton* 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 Stetson* Noon
Nov. 18 at St. Thomas* 1 p.m.

Home games in bold and played at Brown Field.
* indicates Pioneer Football League game
All Times Central

2023 Pioneer Football League
Standings
PFL Overall

Team W-L Pct. W-L Pct.
Davidson 1-0 1.000 1-2 333
Stetson 0-0 - 2-1 .666
Dayton 0-0 - 2-1 .666
Butler 0-0 --- 2-1 .666
Presbyterian 0-0 - 2-1 .666
Morehead State 0-0 - 1-1 .500
St. Thomas 0-0 - 1-2 333
Valparaiso 0-0 - 0-2 .000
Drake 0-0 --- 0-3 .000
San Diego 0-0 - 0-3 .000
Marist 0-1 .000 0-2 .000

Referencing Valpo

In August 2021, Valparaiso University announced
that it has adopted Beacons as the University
nickname. Acceptable references for our athletic
teams, athletic department and University are Val-
paraiso University, Valparaiso, Valpo or Beacons.
For more information on the new nickname, visit
bit.ly/ValpoBeacons.

www.valpoathletics.com Athletics-Recreation Center
1009 Union Street
Valparaiso IN 46383

Valparaiso (0-2, 0-0 PFL)
at Marist (0-2, 0-1 PFL)
Game #3 Saturday, Sept. 23, Noon CT
Brown Field (5,000) — Valparaiso, Ind.

This Week in Valpo Football: The Pioneer Football League opener is always a
big deal. The first home Valparaiso University football game of the season is an
even bigger deal. And the homecoming football game is the biggest deal of all.
This year, all three of those dates are wrapped up into one as part of a Brown Field
extravaganza on Saturday as Marist comes to town for a high noon kickoff and a
big game for the Beacons, who are coming off a bye week. The program will also
honor the past this week as homecoming weekend represents a 20-year anniversary
celebration for the 2003 Pioneer Football League championship team.

Previously: Prior to a week off from game action, Valpo fell 24-22 at Indiana Wes-
leyan on Sept. 9 in a game where a late rally fell just shy. Tytus Ragle had three
big catches in the second half including a 14-yard touchdown from Michael Appel
Jr. with seven seconds left to cut the lead to two. That set up a 2-point conversion
attempt to tie the game, and the pass was completed but the Valpo player was tripped
up shy of the goal line, allowing the Wildcats to hold on for the two-point win.
Valpo nearly overcame a minus-five turnover disparity and six giveaways thanks in
part to stout defense, led by eight tackles apiece from Sam Hafner and Evan Annis.
Valpo scored the game’s first touchdown on a 32-yard heave to Solomon Davis,
while kickers Patrick Oliva and Ryan Hawk combined to go 3-for-3 on field goals.

Series Notes: Valpo went to Marist and picked up a 45-24 victory last season, the
program’s first-ever win in Poughkeepsie. That helped Valpo improve to just 2-9
all-time against the Red Foxes. Marist came into Brown Field and spoiled home-
coming in 2021 by pulling out a 27-24 overtime win over the Beacons. The road
team has won three straight in this series. Valpo led 24-3 at halftime en route to the
road win at Tenney Stadium a year ago. Running back Aaron Dawson rambled for
199 yards in his home state, while Kolton Sherman set a program record for longest
interception return with a 95-yard pick six.

Following the Beacons: Saturday’s game will air on ESPN+ with legendary Valpo
voice Todd Ickow (play-by-play) and Valpo Athletics Hall of Famer Tom Byrne
(analyst) on the call. In addition, the radio commentary will be available on 95.1
FM WVUR, The Tuneln Radio App and ValpoAthletics.com. For in-game updates,
follow @valpoufootball on Twitter. Links to live video, audio and stats will be
available on ValpoAthletics.com.

Head Coach Landon Fox: Landon Fox (14-29) is in his fifth season as the head
coach of the Valparaiso University football program in 2023. Over the last three
seasons, Fox has led Valpo to 12 Pioneer Football League victories, the most in a
three-year period in program history. The program finished with a PFL record of
.500 or better for a third consecutive season in 2022, the first time that has occurred
since 1998-2000. Prior to that, Valpo had not had a stretch of three straight years
with a league record of .500 or better since 1961-1964. The program won four PFL
games in the same season just once in the 26 seasons prior to Fox’s arrival. Now,
the program has reached that threshold in three straight seasons and three of the first
four years under his direction (Spring 2021, Fall 2021, 2022). During his four years
in charge of the program, Valpo has boasted 43 All-PFL honorees and 22 academic
all-PFL selections. During his second season at the helm in Spring 2021, Fox was
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a finalist for the Eddie Robinson Award — which is presented annually to the FCS
National Coach of the Year — after guiding Valpo to its best winning percentage
since 2003 and tying for the squad’s best winning percentage since 1999. He led his
team to Pioneer Football League runner-up honors, the program’s highest finish in
the league standings since the PFL championship season of 2003. Fox’s defensive
roots paid dividends on that side of the football in his second year at the helm, as
the team enjoyed its best defensive season in four decades. Valpo held opponents
to 283.3 yards per game, the program’s best total defense in the last 40 years. In
Year 1 of the Fox Era in 2019, Valpo ranked in the Top 5 in the PFL in scoring
defense (32.0, fifth), total defense (381.6, fourth), rushing defense (184.2, fourth)
and passing defense (197.3, fifth). After spending the previous 11 seasons as the
defensive coordinator and secondary coach at the University of Dayton, Fox was
named the head football coach at Valpo prior to the 2019 season. He helped the
Flyers finish with 10 winning seasons in his 11 years on staff and guided a defen-
sive backfield that produced one All-American, four Academic All-Americans,
two PFL Special Teams Players of the Year and three corners who were invited
to NFL Rookie Minicamp. Prior to joining Dayton’s staff, Fox served as the line-
backers coach and special teams coordinator at Wayne State University in Detroit
from 2005-2007. He also spent time as a defensive graduate assistant at Ball State
University (2004), Dayton (2002-2003) and Lakeland College (2001). Fox began
his coaching career as an assistant varsity coach at Preble Shawnee High School in
Camden, Ohio during the 2000 season. During his playing days, Fox was a team
captain and all-conference performer at Defiance College in Defiance, Ohio from
1995-1999 and graduated with a degree in physical education and health in May
2000 before earning his master’s degree in education from Lakeland in May 2002.

Valpo in PFL Openers

- Valpo will attempt to open the league portion of the season with a victory for the
fourth consecutive season.

- The Beacons went on the road to beat Butler to start the Spring 2021 season before
kicking off the 2022 league slate with a 24-21 win at Drake. Last season, PFL play
started with a 28-21 win over San Diego at Brown Field.

- Prior to the Spring 2021 PFL-opening victory, Valpo’s last win to begin league
play was in 2016 vs. Davidson.

- Valpo owns wins in three straight PFL openers for the first time since the league
was founded in 1993. This marks the team’s first stretch of three straight confer-
ence-opening wins since starting Heartland Collegiate Conference play on the right
foot in three straight years from 1985-1987 under the late Bill Koch.

- With a win on Saturday, Valpo would own a four-game winning streak in confer-
ence openers, the program’s longest such streak since starting Indiana Collegiate
Conference action with a win in four straight years from 1958-1961.

Homecoming Clifthangers

- Last season’s 28-21 victory over San Diego snapped a three-game losing streak
in homecoming games.

- Each of the last six Valpo homecoming games have been decided by seven points
or fewer. Valpo enjoyed tight wins in 2016 (24-20 vs. Davidson) and 2017 (27-24
vs. Stetson) before close losses in 2018 (40-35 vs. Davidson), 2019 (19-13 vs.
University of Charleston) and 2021 (27-24 in OT vs. Marist).

- Valpo has not had a homecoming game decided by more than seven points since
2015, a 38-6 loss to San Diego.

1009 Union Street
Valparaiso IN 46383

Around the PFL

Saturday, Sept. 9
Butler 41, Taylor 13
Dayton 62, Central State 24
Presbyterian 48, Virginia Lynchburg 17
South Dakota 24, St. Thomas 0
Colorado Mesa 28, San Diego 21

Indiana Wesleyan 24, Valpo 22
Northwestern (Iowa) 27, Drake 24

Mercer 48, Morehead State 22
Stetson 38, Webber International 28

Saturday, Sept. 16
Dayton 52, Taylor 20
Harvard 45, St. Thomas 13
Davidson 49, Marist 21
Montana State 57, Stetson 20
South Dakota State 70, Drake 7
Princeton 23, San Diego 12
Butler 47, Wabash 21
Presbyterian 23, Wofford 20

Saturday, Sept. 23
Butler at Stetson, 11 a.m.
Marist at Valpo, noon
Morehead State at St. Thomas, 1 p.m.
Dayton at San Diego, 4 p.m.
St. Andrews at Davidson, 6 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 30
Stetson at Marist, 11 a.m.
Presbyterian at Butler, noon
San Diego at Davidson, noon
St. Thomas at Dayton, noon
Southwest Minnesota State at Valpo, 1 p.m.
Drake at Morehead State, 1 p.m.
(all times Central)

Media Relations Information

Requests to cover home football games should be made through
Brandon Vickrey, Associate Athletic Director for Strategic
Communications, by contacting brandon.vickrey@valpo.edu or
219.464.5396.

During the week, all player and coach interview requests should
be directed to Brandon Vickrey. Gameday interviews prior to the
contest are not permitted with the exception of Valpo radio. Coach
Fox and requested players will be available following the game.
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Home at Last

- Valpo started the season with back-to-back road games for the seventh time in the last
15 years. For the sixth straight season in which Valpo has started with back-to-back road
tilts, the Beacons enter the home opener at 0-2.

- Because last week was an early bye week, Sept. 23 represents a late start to the home
slate. This will mark Valpo’s latest home opener since 2009 (Sept. 26).

- Valpo will look to start the home docket with a win for the second straight season. Last
year’s home opener was a 20-17 win over Indiana Wesleyan.

- Prior to last season, Valpo had dropped five straight Brown Field lidlifters dating back
to 2016.

- With a win on Saturday, Valpo would start the home portion of the season in victorious
fashion in consecutive seasons for the first time since 2007 and 2008.

Extra Prep Time

- Facing Valpo coming off a bye week has been dangerous for Valpo opponents over the
last two seasons.

- Head coach Landon Fox and his staff took advantage of extra preparation last season with
the Oct. 8 41-21 win at Presbyterian. Valpo produced 463 yards of total offense, the high-
est of the Landon Fox Era, and enjoyed its second most lopsided win of the Fox regime.
- During the 2021 season, Valpo followed the bye week with a 45-28 home win over
Dayton, outscoring the guests 17-0 in the third quarter. That marked Valpo’s largest margin
of victory ever against Dayton and just the program’s fourth win in 30 all-time matchups.

Happy Anniversary

- Saturday’s homecoming game will feature a celebration of the 2003 Valpo football
team, commemorating the 20-year anniversary of the squad’s Pioneer Football League
championship.

- The Brown & Gold went 8-4 under head coach Tom Horne, tying for first in the PFL
North with a 3-1 mark and earning a place in the PFL Championship Game.

- The team outdid Morehead State in a high-scoring affair at Brown Field, 54-42, to
claim the PFL title.

- Quarterback David Macchi led the PFL in passing yards per game (313.6) and total
offense (339.9), while wide receiver Rob Giancola led the league in receiving yards per
game (124.7). Defensively, Brad Smeja ranked second in the league with 9.4 tackles per
contest, followed by teammate Lawrence Canada at 9.3.

- Numerous individual and team records were established during the 2003 season that
still stand 20 years later.

Remembering Coach Koch

- Saturday will mark the first Valpo home game since the passing of Bill Koch at the
age of 93.

- Koch served as the head coach of the Valpo football program from 1977-1988.

- The Valparaiso University graduate played for the 1950 team that went undefeated in
the regular season and qualified for the Cigar Bowl.

- Coach Koch regularly attended Valpo football and basketball games in recent years and
was a dedicated supporter of the University.

Close Calls

- Valpo’s 24-22 Week 2 loss at Indiana Wesleyan marked the latest in a trend of close
contests that have become the norm during the Landon Fox Era.

- Valpo played six one-score games in 2022, four in Fall 2021, four in Spring 2021 and
four in 2019. The Week 2 game against Indiana Wesleyan was the 19th game decided by
seven points or fewer in Fox’s 43 games as Valpo head coach.

- The Beacons are 7-12 in those 19 one-score games but played .500 in those contests
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Team Players of the Week

at Youngstown State

Scout Offensive: Mike York

Scout Defensive: Max Samuel

Scout Special Teams: Hayden Bedell

at Indiana Wesleyan

Offensive: Tytus Ragle

Defensive: Sam Hafner

Special Teams: Wade Abrams
Hammer Hit: Mohamed Kamara
Scout Offensive: Aaron Larkins Jr.
Scout Defensive: Jon Henderson

Marist

Offensive:

Defensive:

Special Teams:
Scout Offensive:
Scout Defensive:
Scout Special Teams:

Southwest Minnesota State
Offensive:

Defensive:

Special Teams:

Scout Offensive:

Scout Defensive:

Scout Special Teams:

at Drake

Offensive:

Defensive:

Special Teams:

Scout Offensive:
Scout Defensive:
Scout Special Teams:

Morehead State
Offensive:

Defensive:

Special Teams:
Scout Offensive:
Scout Defensive:
Scout Special Teams:

at Davidson
Offensive:

Defensive:

Special Teams:
Scout Offensive:
Scout Defensive:
Scout Special Teams:

at Butler

Offensive:

Defensive:

Special Teams:

Scout Offensive:
Scout Defensive:
Scout Special Teams:
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over the last three seasons at 7-7.
- The loss to the Wildcats was Valpo’s first defeat by three points or fewer
since a one-point setback vs. Butler on Oct. 15 of last season.

Splitting the Uprights

- Despite losing an all-conference kicker at the end of last season, Valpo is
4-for-4 on field-goal tries over the first two weeks of the 2023 campaign
with a pair of kickers that entered the season without any collegiate
field-goal attempts.

- Patrick Oliva made a 33 yarder on his first career attempt at Youngstown
State before going 2-for-2 at Indiana Wesleyan with makes from 30
and 28.

- Ryan Hawk drilled a 47 yarder against the Wildcats on his first collegiate
field-goal try. That tied for the longest made field goal by a PFL kicker
over the first two weeks of the season.

Other Notes Wrapping Up Week 2: Indiana Wesleyan 24, Valpo 22
- Tytus Ragle made three key second-half receptions including a 14-yard
touchdown with seven seconds remaining. Ragle entered the season with
six collegiate receptions over his first three seasons and already has five
this year including his first career score.

- Solomon Davis’ TD catch was his first of the season and the fifth of
his collegiate career.

- Wade Abrams recorded his first career interception and also blocked
a punt. The block was Valpo’s first rejected kick of any kind since Kurt
Kessen blocked a PAT on Oct. 15, 2022 vs. Butler and the team’s first
blocked punt since Brett Bittner on Oct. 30, 2021 at San Diego.

- Sam Hafner paced the team with eight tackles including a pair of TFLs.
He accounted for one of the team’s three sacks. Evan Annis was among
the team leaders in tackles for the second straight week, notching eight
stops to share the team lead with Hafner.

- Valpo committed six turnovers, the team’s most in a single game in
the last 20 years.

- The Beacons tossed five interceptions, the team’s most since throwing
five on Sept. 14, 2019 vs. Central Connecticut.

- Indiana Wesleyan, ranked fifth nationally in NAIA, has been difficult to
beat on its home field. The reigning NAIA national semifinalists picked
up their 14th consecutive home victory.

- Appel went 19-0f-39 through the air for 194 yards and two scores.
Several of the five interceptions were tipped passes and others were
nice defensive plays. He was under heavy pressure throughout the game.
- The rushing attack was led by Barret Labus, who netted 61 yards on
13 attempts.

- Nine Valpo players caught passes, led by Davis and Ragle with three
apiece.

- Valpo moved the chains 24 times for first downs, double as many as
Indiana Wesleyan. The Beacons outgained the Wildcats in total offense
281-225 including a 225-171 advantage through the air while permitting
just 54 rushing yards.

Scouting the Opponent — Marist

- Picked seventh of 11 in the PFL preseason poll, one spot behind Valpo.
- Started the season with a 49-7 loss at Georgetown before opening PFL
play last week with a 49-21 home loss to Davidson.

Office: 219.464.5396
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- Under the direction of veteran head coach Jim Parady, who is in his
33rd season.

Other Notes Wrapping Up Week 1: Youngstown State 52, Valpo 10
- A two-yard TD plunge by Ryan Mann represented his first score in
a Valpo uniform.

- Youngstown State improved to 41-2 in its last 43 nonleague home
games. They brought back the bulk of their starters from a team that
went 7-4 overall and 5-3 in the MVFC.

- This marked Valpo’s first Thursday night game since 2019 at Eastern
Kentucky, the first game of the Landon Fox head coaching era.

- The defense was paced by Colin Graves, who accumulated eight
tackles, while Evan Annis registered seven in his return to the gridiron
after missing all of last season with a knee injury.

Captain Corner: Valpo has four team captains for the 2023 campaign
—redshirt senior linebacker Evan Annis, senior offensive lineman Tyler
Eberhert, redshirt junior defensive lineman Sam Hafner and redshirt
senior wide receiver Solomon Davis. Annis is a captain for the third
straight season, while the others hold the distinction for the first time
this year.

Preseason Picks

- Valpo was picked sixth of 11 in the preseason poll.

- WR Solomon Davis and TE Evan Jernegan were recognized with
Preseason All-PFL honors.

- Evan Matthes was named to the FCS Punter of the Year Award
Watch List.

- Six Valpo players earned Phil Steele First All-PFL honors — WR
Solomon Davis on the first team; TE Evan Jernegan, DL Sam Hafner,
DL Kevin Spelman and P Evan Matthes on the second team and LB
Evan Annis along with Spelman (as a long snapper) on the third team.

2022 Valpo Football Feats

- Winning on the road is never easy, but Valpo finished out a successful
season in terms of Pioneer Football League games away from Brown
Field with the 45-24 win at Marist in Week 11. The team finished 3-1 in
league road games, the first time Valpo has won three PFL road games
in the same season since the league was founded in 1993.

- In addition, 2022 marks the first time Valpo has won three league
road games in the same season since 1962.

- Valpo finished with a PFL record of .500 or better for a third consec-
utive season. This is the program’s first such stretch since 1998-2000.
Prior to that, Valpo had not had a league record of .500 or better in three
straight years since doing so in four straight seasons from 1961-1964.
- The program has won four PFL games in the same season for the third
straight year and just the fourth time ever. Prior to the Spring 2021
season, Valpo had won four league games in a season just once since
1968, with the one instance coming in 2017.

- To put the last note in further perspective, Valpo had won four Pioneer
Football League games once in 26 seasons prior to Fox’s arrival. Now,
the program has reached that threshold for league wins in three of his
first four seasons. (Although, in fairness, the program played only
four to five league games per year in each of'its first 13 PFL seasons.)
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- Fox’s team achieved yet another program first with the Week 11 win at Marist.
That marked the program’s first-ever win in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. (previously
0-4) and the team’s second win over Marist in any location (previously 1-9,
last win in 2017 at Brown Field.)

- That one was the latest on a growing list of the program’s feats, as earlier in
the season Valpo garnered the program’s first win at Morehead State since 2006.
- Also during the Fox Era, Valpo has achieved its first-ever win at Drake,
its first win over Drake in any location since 2003 and its first win over San
Diego since 2003.

- During the 2021 campaign, Valpo prevailed 47-3 in a game at rival Butler,
setting a program record for margin of victory in a game against a Division-I
opponent. Valpo and Butler are instate foes who play for the Hoosier Helmet
rivalry trophy.

2022 PFL Postseason Plaudits

- Seven members of Valpo’s program earned All-PFL First or Second Team
status, while three others received Honorable Mention nods as the league
announced its postseason awards on Tuesday, Nov. 29.

- Redshirt junior wide receiver Solomon Davis, fifth-year senior running back
Aaron Dawson, redshirt senior offensive lineman Aaron Byrd and redshirt
senior linebacker Ben Hines were named to the All-PFL First Team.

- Redshirt sophomore defensive lineman Sam Hafner, fifth-year senior de-
fensive back Kohlton Sherman and redshirt senior punter Evan Matthes were
tabbed to the All-PFL Second Team.

- Redshirt freshman tight end Evan Jernigan, redshirt junior wide receiver
Matt Ross and redshirt freshman defensive lineman and long snapper Kevin
Spelman (at both positions) received PFL Honorable Mention.

- All 10 players recognized were first time All-PFL honorees, with the excep-
tion of Byrd, who had earned All-PFL Honorable Mention twice previously
but was a first time First Team choice.

2022 Academic Accolades

- Five members of the program were recognized as Academic All-District selec-
tions by College Sports Communicators (CSC, formerly known as CoSIDA).
- Redshirt sophomore linebacker James Doerer (communication), redshirt
sophomore defensive lineman Sam Hafner (biology), junior defensive lineman
Kurt Kessen (mechanical engineering), redshirt junior wide receiver Matt
Ross (digital media) and fifth-year senior defensive back Kohlton Sherman
(business) were all recognized.

- In order to qualify for the honor, an individual must have at least a 3.50 cu-
mulative grade point average, be a starter or important reserve, have reached at
least sophomore academic and athletic status and have been at their institution
for at least one calendar year.

- Valpo shattered a program record for PFL Honor Roll members in 2022,
placing 64 individuals on the honor roll. The previous program record of 60
was established in 2018 and tied in 2021.

Inside the Staff: Head coach Landon Fox has welcomed several newcomers
to his staff for the 2023 campaign.

- Matthew Symmes (offensive coordinator / quarterbacks coach) is in his first
season. He has an impressive resume that features Power-5 FBS and NFL
coaching experience. Prior to his most recent assignment as senior defensive
analyst/assistant linebackers coach at East Carolina University, he was a
member of the Pittsburgh Steelers coaching staff from 2018-2020, serving as

Office: 219.464.5396
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quarterbacks coach and offensive assistant. He was the NFL’s
youngest QB coach in 2019, and helped the Steelers to the 2020
AFC North Championship. He was also on staff at ECU when
the team went to bowl games in 2021 and 2022.

- David Marquis (defensive coordinator / defensive backs
coach) is in his first season at Valpo after previously serving
as defensive coordinator at Wittenberg University. He was the
linebackers coach at Dayton under then Flyers defensive coor-
dinator Landon Fox from May 2017 to March 2019.

- RJ Ghilarducci (co-defensive coordinator / recruiting coordi-
nator / linebackers coach) is in his fourth season at Valpo, the
staff’s longest-tenured assistant. He was promoted to co-defen-
sive coordinator and recruiting coordinator prior to the 2023
campaign and shifted to linebackers coach after previously
working with the defensive line.

- Andrew Prevost (offensive line coach / run game coordinator
/ assistant head coach) is in his first season at Valpo after a stint
on staff at the University of South Dakota since 2016. He helped
the Coyotes reach the FCS Playoffs in 2017 and 2021. Prevost
was elevated to offensive line coach at South Dakota in 2018.
- Other offensive coaches include Bryan Parker (wide receiv-
ers), Trevor McConnell (running backs), Nate Van Asperen
(tight ends) and Cam Burnette (quality control). Other defen-
sive coaches include Jackson Smith (defensive line), Curtis
Harper (assistant defensive line) and Owen Chandler (assistant
defensive backs).

- Symmes, Van Asperen and Burnette will be in the press box
for the offensive staff, while Prevost, Parker and McConnell
will be on the field.

- Ghilarducci and Chandler will be in the press box for the
defensive staff, while Marquis, Smith and Harper will be on
the field.

- The staff also features Nathan Richards (Director of Football
Operations), Luke Campbell (Associate Director of Sports Per-
formance), Nicole Mioduski (primary football athletic trainer)
and Mason Williams (head equipment management).

Transfer Tracker: While developing homegrown talent
remains a key element of Valpo’s program, the team has also
found success recruiting via the transfer portal. Defensive
back Tyler Geiman (Dubuque), linebacker Mohamed Kamara
(Hope), wide receiver Johnny Foley (Lehigh), linebacker Kobey
Fitzgerald (UCLA), wide receiver Brandon Jimenez (Albany),
wide receiver Brandon Barthel (American River), linebacker
Jimmy Pouba (College of the Sequoias), defensive back Kalil
Brown (Albion), wide receiver Moise Tezzo (Millsaps), running
back Jashon Butler (Arizona), tight end Mike York, offensive
lineman Ryan Pauley (Presbyterian), kicker Liam Shepherd
(Ball State) and defensive lineman Onye Nwosisi (Miskingum)
have all joined the program as transfers.

Roster Rundown: The program has continued to bring in tal-
ent from all over the United States. This year’s roster features
athletes from nearly half of the 50 states as 22 states are rep-
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resented. [llinois is the state most represented on Valpo’s roster as 21 players
hail from the Land of Lincoln. Other states in double figures are Indiana (17),
California (15) and Ohio (14). The program has over doubled its instate talent,
featuring 17 Hoosiers this year after having eight a year ago.

Who’s Back: The 2023 Beacons boast five returning starters on offense and
seven on defense.

Family Tree

- LB Evan Annis has a pair of older brothers who played college football.
Brett played at Division-III Capital, while Kyle played at — and we’re going
to whisper this one — Butler.

- Wide receiver Cam Livingston is a third-generation Division-I football play-
er. His grandfather Brian played at Ohio State and his father Robert played
for — here we go again — Butler.

- QB Michael Appel Jr. has two family members who played football at
Morehead State University — father Mike (1993-1997) and uncle Jim (1989-
1992)... The Morehead State annual academic award is named after his father
and uncle as both were Academic All-Americans at MSU.

- Kicker Patrick Oliva’s cousin is Tad Boyle, the head men’s basketball coach
at the University of Colorado.

- WR EJ Locke’s father Eric Locke Sr. played football at Illinois State.

- LB Hayden Bedell’s cousin is former Valpo offensive lineman Drew Parrish.
- DB Etwood Williams’ father Arthur played football at Illinois State from
1991-1993, cousin Rodney Peete played at USC and went on to a long NFL
career from 1989-2004. His cousin Shawn Buchanon played baseball at Ne-
braska and went on to a five-year minor league career in the Chicago White
Sox organization.

- DL Amar Elmore’s cousin Markus Wheaton played college football at Oregon
State and went on to play in the NFL for the Pittsburgh Steelers (2013-2016),
Chicago Bears (2017) and Philadelphia Eagles (2018).

- TE Jalen Jones’ uncle Derrick Coleman was the No. 1 overall pick in the
1990 NBA Draft. Coleman went on to play in the NBA from 1990-2005, was
the 1991 NBA Rookie of the Year and was an NBA All-Star in 1994.

- DL Sam Hafner’s great aunt Louise Erickson played professional women’s
basketball for three years (Racine Belles one year, Rockford Peaches two
years).

- DL Logan Chastain’s father Dan was a catcher at the University of Portland,
was drafted out of high school by the Montreal Expos in the 57th round of the
1991 MLB Draft and played minor league baseball in the Marlins organization.
- QB Caron Tyler’s father is rapper Aaron Tyler, better known by stage name
MC Eiht.

- DB Mark Johnson’s father Mark played football at Vanderbilt form 1986-91.
- OL James Owsley’s father Kent played football at lowa from 1986-1990.

- WR Bennett McCormick’s paternal grandfather Thomas McCormick signed
to play football at Wisconsin when they had a freshman football team before he
was drafted by the Philadelphia Phillies, but instead left to join the Korean War.

Did You Know? #BeaconBits

- Quarterback Jeffrey Jackson was a 2010 Jiu-Jitsu World Champion.

- Linebacker Evan Annis played lacrosse for 10 years.

- Both of WR Solomon Davis’ parents retired from the Navy.

- DB Ousmane Dabo is ambidextrous, as is OL James Owsley.

- DB Austin Chilton lives a few minutes from Walt Disney World and can
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hear the Magic Kingdom Fireworks from his neighborhood
every night. His career goal is to design and build rollercoasters
for Disney World.

- DB Andy Cole was adopted from Ethiopia, Africa when he
was 8 years old.

- LB Justin Jurmu’s oldest brother Jordan was a national finalist
in the Drive, Chip and Putt Championship in 2015 at Augusta
National.

- DL Alex Goworowski has never seen Star Wars, Rocky, Harry
Potter, Indiana Jones or Caddyshack.

- DL Dawson Rye had a pet aquatic frog for over 15 years.

- TE Evan Jernegan has built out the biggest Lego set, the UCS
Millennium Falcon.

- DL Kurt Kessen was his high school’s valedictorian.

- K Ryan Hawk is a certified advanced scuba diver.

- NFL QB Colt McCoy came to DB Johnny Bebie’s house and
drove him and his brothers to school in first grade.

- OL Noah Kline’s extended family is so large that at one point
he had a relative living in every state except Maine.

Player-by-Player Quick Hits — Projected Offensive Starters
*Based on two-deep, starters subject to change

- WR-x #10 Solomon Davis, R-Sr. — Ranked among the PFL
leaders in receptions per game (3.48, ninth), receiving yards per
game (62.33, fifth), yards per catch (17.4, fifth), total receptions
(43, fifth) and total receiving yards (748, second) last season
after he had just one career catch in his first three seasons on
Valpo’s campus... Preseason All-PFL choice, Phil Steele Pre-
season All-PFL First Team... Hauled in a 53-yard catch in Week
1 at Youngstown State... Had his first TD catch of the season
and the fifth of his collegiate career in Week 2 at Indiana State.
- LT #55 Brett Gray, R-So. — Played in 11 games and made
eight starts in 2022.

- C #62 Carter Woody, Sr. — Started all 12 games in 2022.

- QB #12 Michael Appel Jr., R-So. — During the 2022 campaign,
had the best single-game passing output by a Valpo player in
five years with a career-high 323 passing yards in Week 9 at
Dayton... Ranked among the PFL leaders in the following
categories in 2022 — total offense (155.36, seventh), passing
yards per game (170.7, fifth), total passing yards (1,878; fifth),
pass efficiency (129.55, fifth), pass attempts (253, sixth), yards
per completion (12.6, third), completions (149, fifth), yards per
attempt (7.42, third), passing TDs (10, eighth) and completion
percentage (58.89, third).

- LG #50 Nico Paic, R-Fr. — Was converted from offensive line
to defensive line prior to the 2023 campaign.

- RG #65 Mason Smith, R-Fr. — Saw action in two games in
2022 including the season finale at New Mexico State.

- RT #78 Keith Szczepanski, R-Jr. — Played in all 12 games and
made four starts in 2022.

- TE #89 Jake Vickers, R-Jr. — Made seven catches for 105
yards and one touchdown while playing in nine games in 2022.
- WR-z #8 Brandon Jimenez, Jr. — Joined the program prior to
the 2023 season as a transfer from Albany.
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- RB #34 Ryan Mann, R-So. — Played in all 12 games in 2022 after transferring from
Northern Illinois... Scored his first career touchdown, plunging in from two yards out,
in Week 1 at Youngstown State.

Player-by-Player Quick Hits — Projected Defensive Starters

*Based two-deep, starters subject to change

- DE #90 Sam Hafner, R-Jr. — Named to the All-PFL Second Team, Academic All-PFL
First Team and CSC Academic All-District Team in 2022... Played in all 12 games... Had
65 tackles (26 solos), nine TFL, five sacks, three forced fumbles and three QB hurries...
Ranked ninth in the PFL in sacks per game at 0.42... Tied for the PFL lead with three
forced fumbles... Had a season-high 10 tackles in the Sept. 3, 2022 opener vs. Indiana
Wesleyan... Shared the team lead with eight tackles in Week 2 of 2023 at Indiana Wes-
leyan including a pair of TFLs.

- DT #93 Kurt Kessen, Sr. — Named to the Academic All-PFL First Team, CSC Academic
All-District Team and was the team’s Scholar-Athlete Award winner last season... Played
in all 12 games, totaling 46 tackles (12 solos), a sack, eight QB hurries, three pass break-
ups and one blocked kick... Accrued a season-high 10 tackles on Sept. 24, 2022 vs. San
Diego... Blocked an extra point on Oct. 15 vs. Butler.

- NG #96 Logan Chastain, So. — Named the team’s Newcomer of the Year last season...
Played in all 12 games in 2022 and had 23 tackles (eight solos), 2.5 TFL, two sacks and
three QB hurries... Had two sacks on Oct. 8§ at Presbyterian.

- DE #91 Kevin Spelman, R-So. — Was the only PFL player and one of 25 players na-
tionally named to the Jerry Rice Award Watch List for the honor presented annually to
the nation’s top FCS freshman last season... Tied for fifth in the PFL in sacks and was
one of nine players in the league with multiple forced fumbles in 2022... Ranked fourth
in the nation in sacks by a freshman in 2022... Earned All-PFL Honorable Mention at
both defensive line and long snapper last season.

- LB (W) #40 Wade Abrams, R-Fr. — Played in three games during his first year on campus
in 2022, retaining four seasons of eligibility.

- LB (M) #2 Evan Annis, R-Sr. — Earned all PFL honors in Spring 2021 (Second Team)
and Fall 2021 (HM) but missed all of last season with a knee injury... Tied for the team
lead in tackles with eight in Week 2 at Indiana Wesleyan.

- LB (nickel) #3 Mohamed Kamara, Sr. — Transfer from Hope College, where he was
MIAA all-conference.

- CB #6 Caleb Rao, R-So. — Had an interception and a fumble return touchdown in Week
2 of 2022 at Illinois State... Recorded 22 tackles (16 solos), had 1.5 TFL, two fumble
recoveries, five pass breakups and an interception last season.

- S #20 Austin Chilton, R-Sr. — Had 28 tackles (16 solos) while seeing action in all 12
games last season.

- S#26 Colin Graves, Jr.— Had 61 tackles (23 solos), four TFL, 0.5 sacks, an interception
and four pass breakups last season... ... Paced the team with eight tackles in Week 1 at
Youngstown State.

- CB #1 Tyler Geiman, R-Sr. — Transfer who was a Division-III All-American at Dubuque.

Specialist Quick Hits — Projected Starters

- P #11 Evan Matthes, 6th — Ranked second in the league in punting average at 41.38
yards per punt last season... Named to the All-PFL Second Team, the Phil Steele All-PFL
Second Team and was tabbed the team’s Special Teams Player of the Year in 2022...
Booted a 70-yard punt in Week 1 at Youngstown State, the second-longest punt in the
FCS nation that week.

- K #99 Ryan Hawk, R-So. — Did not see game action last year... Played in two games in
Fall 2021... Made a 47-yard field goal in Week 2 at Indiana Wesleyan on the first attempt
of his collegiate career.

- K #21 Patrick Oliva, R-So. — Has played in one career game prior to this year, Sept.
18, 2021 vs. Dartmouth, when he made one kickoff... Made his first career field goal in
Week 1 at Youngstown State, a 33 yarder.

Valpo Sports Media Relations
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The Last Time Valpo...

Shut out an opponent......................... Sept. 2, 2006 at Wisconsin Lutheran (W 54-0)

Was shut out by an opponent................ Nov. 19, 2022 vs. Drake (L 24-0)
Tiedagame.........oooveviveiiiiinnnnnn Sept. 28, 1991 vs. Northern Michigan (17-17)

Scored 40 Points..........cooviiiiiiiiiiinn. Nov. 12, 2022 at Marist (W 45-24)

Scored 50 Points.........ccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. Now. 6, 2021 vs. Presbyterian (W 65-55)

Scored 60 Points..........ccoceviiiiiiiiiiiin. Nov. 6, 2021 vs. Presbyterian (W 65-55)

Scored 70 Points..........c.oeiiiiiiiiiinnn. Nov. 8, 1958 vs. Indiana Central (W 78-0)

Scored 80 Points..........cooeiiiiiiiiiine. Nov. 2, 1923 vs. Lewis (W 110-0)

Allowed 40 Points...........ccooeveieiiiinannn. Dec. 3, 2022 at New Mexico State (L 65-3)

Allowed 50 Points...........ccccovviiiniin... Dec. 3, 2022 at New Mexico State (L 65-3)

Allowed 60 Points.............c.covevininnnn. Dec. 3, 2022 at New Mexico State (L 65-3)
Allowed 70 Points...........ccovveiiiininnnn... Nov. 9, 2013 at Butler (L 72-12)

ALLOWED 80 POINTS.....viutitiniaianiaianinnnnns OCT. 16,2010 vs. JACKSONVILLE (L 86-7)

Forced five turnovers...............cocoeiiieinn. Oct. 28, 2017 vs. Morehead State (6)

Committed five turnovers.......................... Sept. 9, 2023 vs. Indiana Wesleyan (6)

Was penalized for at least 100 yards................... Sept. 17,2022 at Dartmouth (117)

Played an overtime game................c..........u. Oct. 2, 2021 vs. Marist (L 27-24)

Rushed for 300 Yards............cooevviiiiiinninnn. Nov. 3, 2012 at Campbell (304)

Rushed for 250 Yards.........ccccooeiviiiiiiniinnn. Nov. 12, 2022 at Marist (280)

Passed for 400 Yards...........ooevviiiiiiiiiiiiennn, Sept. 9, 2017 vs. Duquesne (427)

Totaled 500 Yards........ccoeveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienns Oct. 22, 2022 at Morehead State (574)

WIn by 20+ ... Nov. 12, 2022 at Marist (+21)

WIn by 30+, ..o Nov. 13,2021 at Butler (+44)

WIn by 40+ ... e Nov. 13,2021 at Butler (+44)

Win by 50+.. ..o Sept. 2, 2006 at Wisconsin Lutheran (+54)

Win by seven or fewer.............ooviiiiiiiiiiin.. Oct. 22, 2022 at Morehead State (W 40-35)
Win by three or fewer ..o, Sept. 3, 2022 vs. Indiana Wesleyan (W 20-17)
Win by one point............oooviiiiiiiiiiiinian. April 17,2021 vs. San Diego (W 20-19)

Loss by seven or fewer..........c.coveviiiiiiiiniiinin.. Sept. 9, 2023 at Indiana Wesleyan (L 24-22)
Loss by three or fewer.............ccocvviiiiiiiinn.. Sept. 9, 2023 at Indiana Wesleyan (L 24-22)
Loss by one point...........cooevviiiiiiiiinainn... Oct. 15, 2022 vs. Butler (L 26-25)

Recorded a Safety...........cooooiiiiiiiiii Sept. 18,2021 vs. Dartmouth (2)

The Last Time a Valpo Player...

Had 25 Rushing Attempts..................... Aaron Dawson on Nov. 12, 2022 at Marist (27)

Had 30 Rushing Attempts.......................e. Aaron Dawson on Oct. 22, 2022 at Morehead State (31)
Had 40 Rushing Attempts............ccoovvviiennn... Jeff Horton on Oct. 15, 2005 at Butler (41)
Had 100 Yard Rushing....................oooenens Aaron Dawson on Nov. 12, 2022 at Marist (199)
Had 200 Yards Rushing ........................... Aaron Dawson on Oct. 22, 2022 at Morehead State (241)
Hada 60+ YardRun ...............ooiiiiine Aaron Dawson on Nov. 12, 2022 at Marist (62)
Hada 70+ YardRun ................ccooeieininn. Aaron Dawson on Oct. 15, 2022 vs. Butler (99)
Had a 60+ Yard Reception...................... Solomon Davis on Oct. 28, 2022 at Dayton (67)
Had a 70+Yard Reception.................. Griffin Norberg on Nov. 10, 2018 vs. Jacksonville (75)
Had an 80+ Yard Reception.......................... Parker Fox on Sept. 9, 2017 vs. Duquesne (80)
Had Three Rushing TDs .................. Nick Orekoya (4) & Robert Washington (3) on Nov. 6, 2021 vs. Presbyterian
Had Four Rushing TDs...............ocoeeae Nick Orekoya on Nov. 6, 2021 vs. Presbyterian (4)
Had 30 Completions........................ Chris Duncan on Nov. 9, 2019 vs. Morehead State (30)
Had 5 TD Passes.................. Jimmy Seewald on Sept. 17, 2016 vs. Trinity International

Had 50 Passing Attempts........................ Scott Staal on Nov. 14, 2015 vs. Morehead St (53)
Had 300 Yards Passing................... Michael Appel Jr. on Oct. 28, 2022 vs. Dayton (323)

Had 100 Yards Receiving...... Braden Contreras (126) and Solomon Davis (110) on Oct. 28, 2022 at Dayton
Had 200 Yards Receiving..................... Tanner Kuramata on Nov. 16, 2013 vs. Dayton (200)

Had 10 Receptions............ccveveveiennnnn. Tanner Kuramata on Nov. 22, 2014 vs. Davidson (10)
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The Last Time a Valpo Player... (cont.)

Had Two TD Receptions..........c.euveiuinenninnnnn. Braden Contreras (2) on Oct. 22, 2022 at Morehead State
Had Three TD Receptions...........ccovvvviiiiinnnnn. Steve Ogden on Oct. 13, 2007 vs. Butler

Had Four TD Receptions............cccevvvevininininenn Rob Giancola on Nov. 15, 2003 vs. Aurora

Made a 40-Yard FG........................ Ryan Hawk on Sept. 9, 2023 at Indiana Wesleyan (47)

Made a 50-Yard FG ... Brian Bartholomew on Sept. 3, 2022 vs. Indiana Wesleyan (50)
Had Three FGs......cooovvviiiiiiin . Dimitrios Latsonas on Oct. 26, 2019 vs. Stetson

Had Four FGs..........ccooiiiiiiiinl. Dimitrios Latsonas on Oct. 26, 2019 vs. Stetson

Passed for a Two-Point Conversion................... Sept. 24, 2022 vs. San Diego (Evan Jernegan from Mason Kaplan)
Rushed for a Two-Point Conversion................... Chris Duncan on Oct. 27, 2018 vs. Drake

Made Seven PATS..........ccevininnns Brian Bartholomew on Nov. 6, 2021 vs. Presbyterian (8)

Had 10+ Punts.........coooviiiiiiiinnn, Ben Niesner on Sept. 21, 2019 at Truman St (10)

Had a 60+ Yard Punt...................oooeine Evan Matthes on Aug. 31, 2023 at Youngstown State (70)
Had a 70+ Yard Punt.................coooiinns Evan Matthes on Aug. 31, 2023 at Youngstown State (70)
Returned a Punt fora TD.................coeeeee. Jamari Booker on Sept. 14, 2019 vs. CCSU (30)

Returned a Kickoff fora TD.................ceeeee. Ollie Reese on Oct. 12, 2019 vs. Dayton (95)

Returned an Interception fora TD............ Kohlton Sherman on Nov. 12, 2022 at Marist (95)

Returned a Fumble for a TD........ccceevvieieninnne Caleb Rao on Sept. 10, 2022 at Illinois State (0)

Two Interceptions ina Game................c.oeenene. Jamari Booker on Oct. 26, 2019 vs. Stetson

Three Interceptions ina Game.............c.cooevevieinnne. None since at least start of 05 season

15+ Tackle Game............coveieiineinni. James Doerer on Sept. 17, 2022 at Dartmouth (15)

20+ Tackle Game............ccoeeeienenennnann. Jamari Booker on Nov. 2, 2019 at Davidson (21)

Two Sacks.....coovviiiiiiiiii Logan Chastain on Oct. 8, 2022 at Presbyterian (2)

Three Sacks........coovviiiiiiiiiinn... Trejuan Purty (4) and Nick Price (3) on Nov. 6, 2021 vs. Presbyterian
Four TFL......coooiiiii . Trejuan Purty (5) on Nov. 20, 2021 vs. Morehead State

Blockeda PAT...........ccovvviiiiiinn. . Kurt Kessen on Oct. 15, 2022 vs. Butler

Blockedan FG............oooooiiiiii Nathan Orlandini on Oct. 30, 2021 at San Diego

Blocked a Punt..........cccovveeneceinecninencns Wade Abrams on Sept. 9, 2023 at Indiana Wesleyan
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Valparaiso University 2023 Two-Deep

Offense

Pos. # Name Ht.  Wt.  Yr.
WR-x 10 Solomon Davis 6-1 180 R-Sr.

19  Chris Gundy 5-6 165 R-Fr.
LT 55 Brett Gray 6-4 290 R-So.

67 Brendan Mcilvenna 6-4 250 Fr.
LG 65 Mason Smith 6-3 300 R-Fr.

73 Bryce Koteles 6-0 295 R-Fr.
C 70  Noah Kline 6-4 310 Fr.

68 Ryan Pauley 6-2 295 So.
RG 62 Carter Woody 6-4 290 Sr

50 Niko Paic 6-2 290 R-Fr.
RT 78 Keith Szczepanski 6-7 325 R-Jr

77  Jake Russell 6-3 295 Fr.
TE 89 Jake Vickers 6-3 260 R-Jr.

87 Evan Jernegan 6-2 235 R-So.
WR-z 8 Brandon Jimenez 5-10 175 Jr

9 Cam Livingston 6-3 190 Sr
Slot 17 Moise Tezzo 5-8 180 Sr.

Tytus Ragle 5-8§ 180 R-Jr
QB 12 Michael Appel Jr. 6-4 220 R-So.
Jeffrey Jackson 6-1 190  6th

RB 34 Ryan Mann 6-0 200 R-So.

29  Jashon Butler 5-10 200 R-Sr.
Pos. # Name Ht. Wt. Yr.
FG/PAT 21  Patrick Oliva 6-0 175 R-Sr.
KO 99 Ryan Hawk 5-11 165 R-So.
P 11  Evan Matthes 6-3 215 6th
HDR 11 Evan Matthes 6-3 215 6th

Week 4 - Marist

Defense
Pos. # Name Ht. Wt. Yr.
DE 90 Sam Hafner 6-2 260 R-Jr.
54  Amar Elmore 5-11 255 R-Fr
DT 93 Kurt Kessen 6-4 270 Sr.
97  George Trojanek 6-1 280 R-So.
NG 96 Logan Chastain 6-1 290 So.
46  Trent Miller 6-0 285 Jr
DE 91 Kevin Spelman 6-5 255 R-So.
33  Matt Molnar 6-3 250 R-Fr.
LB 40 Wade Abrams 6-0 230 R-Fr.
(w) 7  Kobey Fitzgerald 5-11 200 6th
LB 2 Evan Annis 6-1 225 R-Sr.
(m) 44 Jake Birmingham 6-1 235 R-So.
LB 3 Mohamed Kamara 5-11 200 Sr.
(nickel) 15 Jimmy Pouba 6-0 200 Jr
CB 6 Caleb Rao 5-11 175 R-So.
10 Ousmane Dabo 5-8 175 6th
S 20  Austin Chilton 6-4 195 R-Sr.
16 Kalil Brown 6-0 175 5th
S 26  Colin Graves 5-10 175 Jr
24 Owen Cherry 6-1 200 R-Fr.
CB 1 Tyler Geiman 6-1 180 R-Sr.
5 Max Franco 5-9 175 Jr
Special Teams
Pos. # Name Ht.  Wt. Yr.
PR 17 Moise Tezzo 5-8 180 Sr.
26  Colin Graves 5-10 175 Jr.
KR 5 Barret Labus 5-11 200 Jr.
29  Jashon Butler 5-10 200 R-Sr.
LS 91 Kevin Spelman 6-5 255 R-So.
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Name

Caron Tyler
Tyler Geiman
Rowan Keefe
Evan Annis
Mohamed Kamara
Johnny Foley
Hunter Nabers
Barret Labus
Max Franco
Tytus Ragle
Caleb Rao
Jeffrey Jackson
Kobey Fitzgerald
Brandon Jimenez
Cam Livingston
Solomon Davis
Ousmane Dabo
Brian Thomas
Evan Matthes
Michael Appel Jr.
Brandon Barthel
Max Kobs

Diego Del Castillo
Silas Mathis
Michael Martin
Jimmy Pouba
Kalil Brown
Moise Tezzo
Gavin Houser
Garner Jones
Chris Gundy

Jon Henderson
Austin Chilton
Patrick Oliva
Justin Jurmu
Jeffery Vercher
EJ Locke

Owen Cherry
Andy Cole

Matt Martin
Colin Graves
Micah Mackay
Mark Johnson
Jashon Butler
Darius Lane
Frank Bartell
Aaron Larkins Jr.
Connor Dickson
Carson Shrader
Etwood Williams
Tyler Peterson
Matt Molnar
Ryan Mann
Connor Cervantes
Nicholas Lendino
Nick Beidl
Johnny Bebie
Jake Kim

Luke Dawson
‘Wade Abrams
Hayden Bedell
Alex Goworowski
Max Samuel
Mike York

Jake Birmingham
Trent Miller
Devin Yeats
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2023 Roster

Pos. Ht. Wt.  Yr.
QB 5-10 190 Fr.
DB 6-1 180 R-Sr.
QB 6-3 195 R-Fr.
LB 6-1 225 R-Sr.
LB 5-11 200 Sr.
WR 6-1 195 5th
LB 6-1 225 R-So.
RB 5-11 200 Jr.
DB 59 175 Jr.
WR 5-8 180 R-Jr.
DB 5-11 175 R-So.
QB 6-1 190 6th
LB 5-11 200 6th
WR 5-10 175 Jr.
WR 6-3 190 Sr.
WR 6-1 180 R-Sr.
DB 5-8 175 6th
RB 5-7 160 Fr.

P 6-3 215 6th
QB 6-4 220 R-So.
WR 5-10 185 Jr.
LB 6-3 220 R-So.
WR 6-1 185 R-Jr.
DB 5-11 155 R-Fr.
QB 6-1 190 Fr.
LB 6-0 200 Jr.
DB 6-0 175 5th
WR 5-8 180 Sr.
DB 6-1 185 Fr.
DB 5-10 185 Sr.
WR 5-6 165 R-Fr.
DB 5-11 170 R-Fr.
DB 6-4 195 R-Sr.
P/K 6-0 175 R-Sr.
LB 6-1 225 R-Fr.
RB 5-10 175 So.
WR 6-3 225 R-Fr.
DB 6-1 200 R-Fr.
DB 5-11 190 R-Fr.
WR 59 145 R-Fr.
DB 5-10 175 Jr.
WR 6-2 210 Fr.
DB 5-8 185 Fr.
RB 5-10 200 R-Sr.
RB 5-10 195 R-Jr.
DB 6-0 190 R-Fr.
RB 6-0 195 R-Fr.
DB 5-11 175 R-Fr.
RB 6-0 205 Fr.
DB 5-8 175 R-Fr.
WR 5-11 175 Fr.
DL 6-3 250 R-Fr.
RB 6-0 200 R-So.
DB 6-2 200 Fr.
DB 6-0 175 Fr.
DB 59 200 Fr.
DB 59 180 Fr.
DB 5-8 155 Fr.
WR 6-6 210 R-So.
LB 6-0 230 R-Fr.
LB 6-4 225 R-So.
DL 6-2 225 R-Fr.
LB 6-2 200 Fr.
TE 6-4 215 R-Sr.
LB 6-1 235 R-So.
DL 6-0 285 Jr.
WR 6-2 205 R-Fr.

Hometown/High School (Previous School)
Temecula, Calif./Chaparral

Zion, 111./Zion-Benton (Dubuque)

Park Ridge, Ill./Maine South

Hilliard, Ohio/Hilliard Davidson

Kalamazoo, Mich./Kalamzoo Central (Hope)
Haddonfield, N.J./Haddonfield (Lehigh)

El Dorado Hills, Calif./Oak Ridge (Fresno State)
‘Wadsworth, Ohio/Wadsworth

La Habra, Calif./La Habra

New Castle, Ind./New Castle

Liberty Township, Ohio/Lakota West

San Diego, Calif./Bishop’s (San Diego)
Eastvale, Calif./Servite (UCLA)

Suffern, N.Y./Don Bosco Prep (Albany)

Leo, Ind./Leo

Brighton, Tenn./Brighton

Columbus, Ohio/Westland (Eastern Kentucky)
Apopka, Fla./Orlando Christian Prep

Reston, Va./South Lakes (West Virginia)
Springboro, Ohio/Springboro

El Dorado Hills, Calif./Oak Ridge (American River)

Omaha, Neb./Creighton Prep

Murrieta, Calif./Rancho Verde

Gary, Ind./Merrillville

Los Angeles, Calif./Maranatha

Chicago, I11./Lyons (College of Sequoias)
Novi, Mich./Walled Lake Western (Albion)
Houston, Texas/Fort Bend Austin (Millsaps)
Elkhart, Ind./Elkhart

Brentwood, Tenn./Brentwood

Smithfield, Va./Smithfield

Macedonia, Ohio/Nordonia

Windermere, Fla./West Orange

South Bend, Ind./Saint Joseph
Marquette, Mich./Marquette

Nashville, Tenn./Franklin Road Academy
Oak Park, Il1./Oak Park and River Forest
LaGrange, I11./Lyons Township

North Bend, Wash./Mount Si

San Diego, Calif./Mission Hills

Seattle, Wash./Bishop Blanchet
Zionsville, Ind./Lutheran

Nashville, Tenn./Lipscomb Academy
Lynwood, Wash./Meadowdale (Arizona)
Stephens City, Va./Sherando

Park Ridge, I1l./Maine South

Plainfield, I11./Plainfield Central
Libertyville, Ill./Libertyville

Brighton, Mich./Brighton

Mesa, Ariz./Mesa

Chesterton, Ind./Chesterton

Avon Lake, Ohio/Saint Edward

Vernon Hills, I11./Vernon Hills (Northern Illinois)
Griffith, Ind./Griffith

Naperville, I1l./Neuqua Valley

Carmel, Ind./Carmel

Rocky River, Ohio/Rocky River
Monterey Park, Calif./Charter Oak
Hillsdale, Mich./Jonesville

Fox River Grove, Ill./Cary-Grove

Orland Park, I1l./Carl Sandburg

Chicago, Il1./Saint Patrick

Edina, Minn./Edina

Birmingham, Ala./Carver

River Forest, I11./Oak Park and River Forest
Gibsonia, Pa./Pine-Richland

Hampshire, I1l./Hampshire

Valpo Sports Media Relations
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Pronunciation Guide
Wade Abrams: ay-brums
Evan Annis: An-iss
Mikey Appel: apple like the fruit
Johnny Bebie: BB
Hayden Bedell: buh-dell
Nick Beidl: BY-dull
Logan Chastain: Chas-stain
Ousmane Dabo: oos-men dah-BO
Tyler Eberthart: EBB-er-HEART
Tyler Geiman: guy-MEN
Gavin Houser: howzer
Kurt Kessen: kess-en
Bryce Koteles: ko-tell-es
Barret Labus: LAY-bus
EJ Locke: Lock, the e is silent
Hunter Nabers - like neighbors
Onye Nwosisi: Kanyne without the K

Wwoe-see-see

Patrick Oliva: O-leave-uh
Niko Paic: PIEch
Jake Paulline: paw-LEAN
Jimmy Pouba: pooba
Tytus Ragle - ray-gull
Caleb Rao - ROW rhymes with now
Keith Szczepanski - sha-PAN-ski
Moise Tezzo: mo-EASE teh-ZOE
George Trojanek: TRO-jan-ick
Devin Yeats: YATES

R.J. Ghilarducci: GILL-are-DOO-chee
David Marquis: Mark-WISS
Matthew Symmes: Sims

Valpo by State:
Hlinois: 21 Florida: 2
Michigan: 8 Indiana: 17
Ohio: 14 California: 15
Wisconsin: 4  Virginia: 4
North Carolina: 1 Tennesseee: 5
Georgia: 1 Pennsylvania: 2
Washington: 4 Alabama: 2
South Carolina: 1 New Jersey: 3

New York: 3 Nebraska: 1
Arizona: 2 Texas: 1
Oregon: 2 Minnesota: 1



2023 Football Game Notes

Contact: BRANDON VICKREY
Brandon.Vickrey@valpo.edu

Valpo When...

Leading after 1st Quarter:
Trailing after 1st Quarter:
Tied after 1st Quarter:

Leading at Halftime:
Trailing at Halftime:
Tied at Halftime:
Playing Overtime:

Leading after 3rd Quarter:
Trailing after 3rd Quarter:
Tied after 3rd Quarter:

Scoring First:
Opponents Score First:

Outrushing Opponents:
Outrushed By Opponents:

Outpassing Opponents:
Outpassed By Opponents:

More Total Yards Than Opponents:

Fewer Total Yards Than Opponents:

Winning the Turnover Battle:
Losing the Turnover Battle:
Even in Turnovers:

More Penalties than Opponents:
Fewer Penalties than Opponents:
Same Penalties as Opponents:

Valpo by Class:
Freshmen: 61 (28 redshirt)
Sophomores: 18 (14 redshirt)
Juniors: 14 (6 redshirt)
Seniors: 14 (7 redshirt)

Sth: 2

6th: 4

5th/6th indicates using extra
COVID year

0-0
0-1
0-1

0-2
0-0
0-0

0-2

0-0

0-1

0-1

0-1

0-1

0-1
0-1

0-0
0-2
0-0

0-2
0-0

Valpo Sports Media Relations
Athletics-Recreation Center
1009 Union Street

Valparaiso IN 46383

Office: 219.464.5396
www.valpoathletics.com

2023 Roster (cont.)

48 Gabriel Batres DL 6-1 215 Fr. Fairfield, Calif./Angelo Rodriguez

49 Brenden Freiermuth LB 6-3 220 R-Fr. Hastings, Minn./Hastings

50 Niko Paic OL 6-2 290 R-Fr. Crown Point, Ind./Crown Point

51 Dawson Rye LB 6-1 240 R-Fr. Hoover, Ala./Hoover (East Coast Prep)
52 Chase Lowary LB 6-1 215 Fr. San Diego, Calif./Point Loma

53 Christian Hilton DL 6-2 245 R-Fr. Fairfax, Va./Woodson

54 Amar Elmore DL 5-11 255 R-Fr. Chandler, Ariz./Chandler

55 Brett Gray OL 6-4 290 R-So. Vancouver, Wash./Skyview

56 Austin Brown LB 6-1 220 Fr. Lemont, I1l./Lemont

57 Gus Wenning LB 6-1 225 Fr. Cross Plains, Wis./Middleton

59 Isaiah Fowler DL 5-10 270 Fr. Gary, Ind./Chesterton

60 Tyler Eberhart OL 6-1 290 Sr. Barberton, Ohio/Barberton

61 Justin Hemmersbach OL 6-1 270 Fr. Morris, I1l./Morris Community

62 Carter Woody OL 6-4 290 Sr. Fort Mill, S.C./Charlotte Catholic

63 Daniel Ojaide OL 5-11 280 R-So. Charlotte, N.C./North Mecklenburg

64 Jake Paulline OL 6-1 295 R-Fr. Naperville, Ill./Metea Valley

65 Mason Smith OL 6-2 300 R-Fr. Hershey, Pa./Martin County

67 Brendan Mcilvenna OL 6-4 250 Fr. Carmel, Ind./Guerin Catholic

68 Ryan Pauley OL 6-2 295 So. Carmel, Ind./Carmel (Presbyterian)

70 Noah Kline OL 6-4 310 Fr. Loveland, Ohio/Loveland

72 James Owsley OL 6-5 330 Fr. Centerville, Ohio/Centerville

73 Bryce Koteles OL 6-0 285 R-Fr. Shelby Township, Mich./Utica

74 Michael Comber OL 6-5 270 Fr. Verona, Wis./Verona

75 Ethan Stierheim OL 6-3 310 Fr. Buffalo, N.Y./Williamsville North

77 Jake Russell OL 6-3 295 Fr. Glen Ridge, N.J./Glen Ridge

78 Keith Szczepanski OL 6-7 325 R-Jr. Batavia, N.Y./Batavia Notre Dame

79 Austin Lambert OL 6-2 235 Fr. Delaware, Ohio/Olentangy Berlin

81 Max Carter TE 6-5 235 R-Fr. Camarillo, Calif./Adolfo Camarillo

82 Alton McCullum WR 6-1 205 R-Fr. Oliver Springs, Tenn./Warren De La Salle
83 Bennett McCormick WR 6-3 190 Fr. Delafield, Wis./Catholic Memorial

84 Marty O’Keefe WR 6-1 200 Fr. Orland Park, Ill./Brother Rice

85 Gavin Hooper TE 6-3 240 R-So. Menifee, Calif./Heritage

86 Carter Payne WR 5-10 165 Fr. Lawrenceville, Ga./George Walton Academy
87-O Evan Jernegan TE 6-2 235 R-So. Altadena, Calif./St. Francis

87-S  Cody Fischl K 5-7 175 Fr. Crown Point, Ind./Crown Point

88-O Jalen Jones TE 6-2 240 Jr. North Brunswick, N.J./St. Thomas Aquinas (Lincoln)
88-S  Liam Shepherd K 6-0 205 R-So Valparaiso, Ind./Valparaiso (Ball State)
89 Jake Vickers TE 6-3 260 R-Jr. Canton, Mich./Canton

90 Sam Hafner DL 6-2 260 R-Jr. Green Bay, Wis./De Pere

91 Kevin Spelman DL 6-5 255 R-So. New Lenox, Ill./Providence Catholic
92 James Langen DL 6-4 245 Fr. Lowell, Ind./Lowell

93 Kurt Kessen DL 6-4 270 Sr. Shelby Township, Mich./Utica

94 Onye Nwosisi DL 6-4 245 So. Indianapolis, Ind./Cardinal Ridge (Muskingum)
96 Logan Chastain DL 6-1 290 So. Clackamas, Ore./Clackamas

97 George Trojanek DL 6-1 280 R-So. Carpentersville, [11./IMG Academy

98 Antony Morris DL 6-3 280 Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio/St. Xavier

99-S  Ryan Hawk K 5-11 165 R-So. Columbus, Ohio/Bishop Hartley

Head Coach: Landon Fox — 5th season

Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks Coach: Matthew Symmes — 1st season

Defensive Coordinator/Defensive Backs Coach: David Marquis — 1st season

Co-Defensive Coordinator/Recruiting Coordinator/Linebackers Coach: RJ Ghilarducci — 4th season
Offensive Line Coach/Run Game Coordinator/Assistant Head Coach: Andrew Prevost — 1st season
Defensive Line Coach: Jackson Smith — st season, 2nd stint (2nd season overall)

Assistant Defensive Line Coach: Curtis Harper — 1st season

Running Backs Coach: Trevor McConnell — 1st season

Wide Receivers Coach: Bryan Parker — Ist season

Tight Ends Coach: Nate Van Asperen — [st season

Assistant Defensive Backs Coach: Owen Chandler — 1st season

Associate Director of Sports Performance: Luke Campbell — 1st season

Quality Control: Cam Burnette — 1st season

Director of Football Operations: Nathan Richards — 1st season



2023 Valparaiso Football
Valparaiso Overall Team Statistics (as of Sep 10, 2023)

All games
Team Statistics VALPO OPP
SCORING 32 76
Points Per Game 16.0 38.0
Points Off Turnovers 0 38
FIRST DOWNS 38 33
Rushing 11 16
Passing 17 16
Penalty 10 1
RUSHING YARDAGE 96 356
Yards gained rushing 189 387
Yards lost rushing 93 31
Rushing Attempts 62 66
Average Per Rush 1.5 5.4
Average Per Game 48.0 178.0
TDs Rushing 1 5
PASSING YARDAGE 380 340
Comp-Att-Int 37-70-5 29-59-1
Average Per Pass 5.4 5.8
Average Per Catch 10.3 11.7
Average Per Game 190.0 170.0
TDs Passing 2 4
TOTAL OFFENSE 476 696
Total Plays 132 125
Average Per Play 3.6 5.6
Average Per Game 238.0 348.0
KICK RETURNS: #-Yards 13-280 4-70
PUNT RETURNS: #-Yards 4-16 3-40
INT RETURNS: #-Yards 1-3 5-49
KICK RETURN AVERAGE 21.5 17.5
PUNT RETURN AVERAGE 4.0 13.3
INT RETURN AVERAGE 3.0 9.8
FUMBLES-LOST 4-4 0-0
PENALTIES-Yards 9-55 19-185
Average Per Game 27.5 92.5
PUNTS-Yards 10-348 11-371
Average Per Punt 34.8 33.7
Net punt average 30.8 32.3
KICKOFFS-Yards 8-462 14-817
Average Per Kick 57.8 58.4
Net kick average 39.6 38.4
TIME OF POSSESSION/Game 32:48 27:13
3RD-DOWN Conversions 8/29 8/23
3rd-Down Pct 28% 35%
4TH-DOWN Conversions 2/4 0/0
4th-Down Pct 50% 0%
SACKS BY-Yards 4-22 11-72
MISC YARDS 0 0
TOUCHDOWNS SCORED 3 10
FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS 4-4 2-3
ON-SIDE KICKS 0-1 0-0
RED-ZONE SCORES (5-7) 71% (8-10) 80%
RED-ZONE TOUCHDOWNS (2-7) 29% (6-10) 60%
PAT-ATTEMPTS (2-2) 100% (10-10) 100%
ATTENDANCE 0 11593
Games/Avg Per Game 0/0 2/5796
Neutral Site Games 0/0

Score by Quarter 1ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total

Valparaiso 0 17
7 27 35

Opponents

9 O 32
7 O 76



2023 Valparaiso Football
Valparaiso Overall Individual Statistics (as of Sep 10, 2023)

All games

Rushing gp att gain loss net avg td Ig avglg
LABUS 1 13 61 0 61 47 0 11 610
MANN 2 18 57 9 48 27 1 17 240
BUTLER 2 8 3 5 3 38 0 11 150
VERCHER 1 3 8§ 1 723 0 5 70
THOMAS 2 3 7 0 723 0 3 35
APPEL 2 17 21 78 57 -34 0 7 -285
Total 2 62 189 93 96 15 1 17 480
Opponents 2 66 387 31 35% 54 5 62178.0
Passing gp effic comp-att-int pct yds td g avglg
APPEL 2 9496 37-69-5 53.6 380 2 531900
JACKSON, Je. 1 000 010 0.0 00 0 00
Total 2 93.60 37-70-5 529 380 2 531900
Opponents 211654 29-59-1 49.2 340 4 361700
Receiving gp no. yds avg td g avglg

DAVIS 2 7 100 143 1 53 50.0

JIMENEZ 2 6 83 138 0 23 415

RAGLE 2 5 45 90 1 16 225

TEZZO 2 4 31 78 0 16 155
JERNEGAN 2 3 64 213 0 31 320

VICKERS 2 3 13 43 0 6 65

LABUS 1 3 13 43 0 12 130

THOMAS 2 2 11 55 0 10 55

MANN 2 2 8 40 0 7 40

BUTLER 2 1 9 90 0 9 45

JONES, J. 1 1 3 30 0 3 30

Total 2 37 380 103 2 53190.0

Opponents 2 29 340 117 4 36 170.0

Punt Returns no. yds avg td g
TEZZO 3 11 37 0 11
ABRAMS 1 5500 0
Total 4 16 40 0 11
Opponents 3 40133 1 7
Interceptions no. yds avg td g
ABRAMS 1 330 0 3
Total 1 330 0 3
Opponents 5 49 98 0 42
Kick Returns no. yds avg td g
BUTLER 6 142237 0 58
TEZZO 6 117195 0 31
THOMAS 1 21210 0 21
Total 13 280215 0 58
Opponents 4 70175 0 21
Fumble Returns no. yds avg td g
Total 0 000 0 O
Opponents 1 330 0 3



2023 Valparaiso Football
Valparaiso Overall Individual Statistics (as of Sep 10, 2023)

All games
PAT

Scoring td fg kick rush rcv pass |dxp saf pts
OLIVA - 33 2-2 - -1
RAGLE 1 - - - - 6
DAVIS 1 - - 6
MANN 1 - - - 6
HAWK - 11 - - -3
APPEL - - - 0-1 - - 0
Total 3 44 2-2 0-1 - - 3
Opponents 10 2-3 |10-10 - - - 76
Field Goals fg  pct 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 Ig blk
OLIVA 3-3 100. 0-0 11 00 00 33 O
HAWK 1-1 100. 0-0 0-0 1-1 00 47 0
FG Sequence Valparaiso Opponents

Youngstown St. (33)

IndianaWesleyan (30),(47),(28)

28,(29)

Numbers in (parentheses) indicate field goal was made.

Total Offense g plays rush pass total avglg
APPEL 2 8 -57 380 3231615
LABUS 1 13 @61 0 61 610
MANN 2 18 48 0 48 240
BUTLER 2 8 30 0 30 150
THOMAS 2 3 7 0 7 35
VERCHER 1 3 7 0 7 10
Total 2 132 96 380 476 238.0
Opponents 2 125 356 340 696 348.0
Punting no. yds avg Ig th fc i2050+ blk
MATTHES 8§ 34843570 0 2 4 2 O
TEAM 2 000 0 00 O0O0 2
Total 10 348348 70 0 2 4 2 2
Opponents 11 37133747 0 0 1 0 1
Kickoffs no. yds avg th ob retn net ydin
HAWK 8 462578 3 0

Total 8 462578 3 0175396 25
Opponents 14 817584 0 0215384 26



2023 Valparaiso Football
Valparaiso Overall Individual Statistics (as of Sep 10, 2023)

All games
All Purpose g rush rev pr kr ir total avglg
BUTLER 2 30 9 0 142 0 181 905
TEZZO 2 0 31 11 117 0 159 795
DAVIS 2 0 100 0 0 0 100 50.0
JIMENEZ 2 0 83 0 0 0 83 415
LABUS 1 61 13 0 0 0 74 740
JERNEGAN 2 64 0 0 0 64 320
MANN 2 48 8 0 0 0 56 280
RAGLE 2 0 45 0 0 0 45 225
THOMAS 2 7 11 0 21 0 39 195
VICKERS 2 0 13 0 0 0 13 65
ABRAMS 2 0 0 5 0 3 8 40
VERCHER 1 7 0 0 0 0 7 10
JONES, J. 1 0 3 0 0 0 3 30
APPEL 2 57 0 0 0 0 -57 -285
Total 2 9 380 16 280 3 7753875
Opponents 2 35 340 40 70 49 8554275



Defensive Leaders g

2023 Valparaiso Football

Valparaiso Overall Defensive Statistics (as of Sep 10, 2023)
All games

Tackles

c
Q

a

tot

tfl/yds

Sacks
no-yds

Pass defense

int-yds brup qgbh

Fumbles

rcv-yds

ff

blkd
Kick saf

26
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40
15

20
16

93

44
91
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94
28
50
10

33

43
24
1o
17
87
29
65

ANNIS
GRAVES
HAFNER
ABRAMS
POUBA
KAMARA
CHILTON
BROWN
FRANCO
FITZGERALD
KESSEN
GEIMAN
BIRMINGHAM
SPELMAN
CHASTAIN
RAO
TROJAEK
NWOSISI
JOHNSON, M.
PAIC

DAVIS
JIMENEZ
MOLNAR
LIVINGSTON
SAMUEL
CHERRY
DABO
TEZZO
JERNEGAN
BUTLER
SMITH
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Total
Opponents
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54 74
58 104

128
162

9-30
18-90

4-22
11-72

1-3
5-49

12
8

4-3




2023 Valparaiso Football
Valparaiso Combined Team Statistics (as of Sep 10, 2023)

All games
Date Opponent Score Att. Record: Overall Home Away Neutral
Aug 31, 2023 at Youngstown St. L 10-52 8593 All games 0-2 0-0 0-2 0-0
9/9/2023 at Indiana Wesleyan L 2224 3000 Conference 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
Non-Conference 0-2 0-0 0-2 0-0
Rushing gp att gain loss net avg td lg avglg
LABUS 1 13 61 0 61