
2012-13 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
Seawolves Sign Former Prep Star From Oregon 
(5/17/12) 
 
Alaska Anchorage added more experience and versatility to 
its 2012-13 roster Thursday as head coach Rusty Osborne 
announced that junior-college standout and former Oregon 
prep star Mike MacKelvie has signed a National Letter of 
Intent to play for the Seawolves.  
 
A 6-4, 190-pound wing, MacKelvie comes to UAA from 
Eastern Arizona College, where he averaged 10.6 points, 
4.4 rebounds, 1.7 assists and 1.2 steals over his 2-year 
career.  
 
As a sophomore in 2011-12, he shot 46 percent from the 
field and 71 percent from the free-throw line to help the 
Gila Monsters to a 21-10 record, a top-20 national ranking 
and a spot in the NJCAA Region I playoffs.  
 
“We have followed Mike since high school and are excited 
that he will become a Seawolf,” said Osborne. “His 
strength is as an athlete who can attack the basket, making 
him a perfect complement to our other wings. He is also an 
excellent offensive rebounder and has the size to be a very 
good defender in our system.”  
 
The Wilsonville, Ore., product had a storied prep career at 
his hometown Wilsonville (Ore.) High School, earning first 
team All-State and Northwest Oregon Conference Player of 
the Year honors as a senior in 2009-10.  
 
MacKelvie left WHS as his school's all-time leader in 
rebounds (451) and steals (182), along with single-game 
marks for points (33) and steals (9), and the single-season 
scoring record (496 pts/17.1 ppg) as a junior. An 11-time 
varsity letterwinner in three sports, he was also an all-state 
selection as a receiver and defensive back in football.  
 
Seawolves Add Prep Standout from Colorado (5/7/12) 
 
Colorado product Jalen Little has signed a National Letter 
of Intent to play for the University of Alaska Anchorage.  
 
Little, a 5-10 point guard from Colorado Springs, averaged 
11.6 points, 6.2 assists, 3.7 steals, 3.1 rebounds and a 4-to-1 
assist-turnover ratio for Sierra High School in 2011-12, 
helping the Stallions to a 26-2 record and a runner-up finish 
at the Class 4A State Tournament.  
 
Despite playing only the second semester of his senior 
season due to Colorado transfer rules, Little garnered 
honorable mention all-state accolades from the Denver Post 
, 2nd Team All-Metro Team honors from the Colorado 
Springs Gazette and recognition on the prestigious John 
Bailey All-Colorado Boys Basketball Team.  
 

Little played his freshman through junior seasons at Palmer 
High School in Alaska, earning all-conference honors three 
times. As a junior in 2010-11, he led the Terrors to an 18-6 
record and the 5A Colorado Springs Metro title.  
 
“We are thrilled that Jalen has decided to join our 
program,” said UAA coach Rusty Osborne, who has guided 
UAA to 47 wins over the past two seasons.  
 
“He is a fine young man who fit right in with our team 
when he visited. Jalen is extremely quick and will bring a 
different dimension to both our offensive and defensive 
schemes. He has the ability to create for others or to go get 
his own shot. His athleticism should bring a lot of 
excitement to campus over the next four years.”  
 
Little also played for the Colorado Chaos – one of the 
premier AAU squads in the Rocky Mountain region – and 
finished No. 17 on the club's career scoring list with 1,250 
points.  
 
“Most importantly, Jalen is a winner,” Osborne added. “He 
has been well coached by a pair of highly respected 
coaches with Terry Dunn at Sierra and Dave Mathews of 
the Colorado Chaos.”  
 
UAA Signs 6-9 Player From West Linn (12/9/11) 
 
Collin Spickerman, a 6-9, 205-pounder from West Linn, 
Ore., has signed a National Letter of Intent with the 
University of Alaska Anchorage.  
 
Spickerman is currently rated the No. 1 forward in Oregon 
by Northwest Hoops.com as he embarks on his senior 
season at three-time defending Class 6A state-Jesuit High 
School.  
 
In the ESPN recruiting rankings, Spickerman is currently 
rated No. 7 overall in Oregon, No. 81 overall in the West, 
and No. 119 nationally among power forwards.  
 
As a junior, Spickerman played behind current University 
of Kentucky freshman Kyle Wiltjer, however he has 
already come into his own this season with 12 points and 
12 rebounds in a season-opening win over Sprague, 
followed by a 12-block performance in a victory over 
David Douglas.  
 
“Our staff is very excited that Collin has signed early to be 
a Seawolf and grateful to his family for the confidence they 
have in our program,” said Rusty Osborne, currently in his 
eighth season as UAA's head coach.  
 
“When evaluating potential recruits, Collin kept coming 
back as someone who would be a great fit in our system. 
Although he did not play a lot last year in a loaded Jesuit 
program, he had a great summer as evidenced by his 
national rankings and the schools who were recruiting 
him.”  
 



Spickerman was also recruited by several Division I 
programs, including St. Mary's, Weber State, UC Santa 
Barbara, Santa Clara and Hawaii.  
 
“We believe he will continue to blossom as he gains more 
experience and strength,” Osborne added. “He has the 
ability to play inside but will eventually be a power forward 
with the ability to shoot outside and pass the ball.  
 
"He moves extremely well for his size and already has a 
great feel for blocking and affecting shots on the defensive 
end. It has been very rare for our program to get true young 
post players and we are looking forward to helping Collin 
develop over the next four years.  
 
"With primarily upperclassman in our front court, it was 
important for us to add at least two young forwards with 
size. Collin gives us a great start toward that goal.”  
 
Seawolves Sign Player From Oregon (11/14/11) 
 
Oregon prep standout John Erickson has signed a National 
Letter of Intent with the University of Alaska Anchorage 
Anchorage.  
 
Erickson, a 6-4 guard, is entering his senior season at 
Sisters High School, where he led his team in scoring the 
last two years.  
 
Last season, he earned Team MVP and First-Team All-
Sky-Em Conference honors with averages of 18 points, five 
rebounds and four assists per game. He is currently the No. 
5-ranked ‘combo' guard in the Class of 2012 by 
NorthwestHoops.com.  
 
“We are excited that John has chosen to become a 
Seawolf,” said UAA coach Rusty Osborne. “With three 
senior perimeter players graduating this year, we felt it was 
important to bring in a very versatile wing player.  
 
"At 6-4, John has the ability to play all three wing 
positions. He can shoot and distribute, but his biggest asset 
may be his toughness and desire. He has a high basketball 
IQ and will have a chance to make an immediate impact 
next season.”  
 
As a sophomore in 2009-10, Erickson put up 12 points, 
four rebounds and three assists per contest, earning second-
team All-Sky-Em honors.  
 
“John has been well coached throughout high school, and 
his team values a lot of the same things we do – hard-nosed 
defense, quality shot selection, and toughness,” Osborne 
added. “Both our staff and players were excited how easily 
he meshed with our team on his visit, and we look forward 
to him being a Seawolf.”  
 

Central Washington 
 
Wildcats Add Yet Another Player From Tacoma CC 
(5/4/12) 
 
Central Washington has signed another Tacoma 
Community College prodcut - forward Nate Walker. He 
will join TCC teammate Dominique Williams, who signed 
with the Wildcats in April. They are among seven former 
TCC players on the Wildcats' projected 2012-13 roster.  
 
“Nate is a very versatile and competitive winner who has 
the ability to defend and rebound effectively for us while 
playing multiple positions,” said CWU head coach Greg 
Sparling. “He is also extremely efficient offensively, 
having shot 60 percent from the field last season.”  
 
Walker is a 6-foot-5 forward who prepped at Foss High 
School in Tacoma prior to TCC. In two seasons with the 
Titans, he averaged 15 points per game and over eight 
rebounds while shooting 60 percent from the field as a 
sophomore.  
 
Walker had 10 double-doubles this past season for TCC, 
highlighted by a 31-point, 10-rebound performance against 
Pierce College when he made 12 of 15 shot attempts. He 
also scored 23 points and grabbed 12 rebounds on 83 
percent shooting in the Titans' victory over Chemeketa 
Community College for the 2012 Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community Coilleges (NWAACC) 
championship game in March.  
 
“Nate is a tough kid and brings a great deal of toughness to 
Central,” said former CWU assistant and current TCC head 
coach Carl Howell. “He is a great rebounder on both ends 
and can score effectively inside 17 feet.”  
 
Wildcats Add Another Tacoma CC Product To Roster 
(4/25/12) 
 
Point guard Dominique Williams, who played last season at 
Tacoma Community College, will play next year at Central 
Washington.  
 
“We are excited about the addition of Dom (Williams) to 
our roster,” CWU coach Greg Sparling said. “He has an 
outstanding feel for the game offensively with the ability to 
shoot the ball with range, and he has the potential to put 
pressure on the ball defensively.”  
 
Williams is a 5-foot-10 guard who can play both the point 
and shooting guard positions. Originally from Tacoma, 
Wash., where he prepped at Curtis High School, Williams 
played two seasons for former CWU assistant coach and 
current TCC mentor Carl Howell.  
 
“Dominique is a winner,” Howell said. “His best games 
came in our most important games, especially in the 
(NWAACC) championship.”  
 
In the Northwest Athletic Association of Community 
Colleges (NWAACC) championship game in March, 



Williams led the Titans with 36 points, five rebounds and 
five assists in their 110-98 victory over Chemeketa 
Community College (Ore.) to earn NWAACC Tournament 
MVP honors.  
 
Overall, he helped TCC to a 26-5 record in his sophomore 
campaign, and the Titans were a combined 52-7 over the 
two seasons that Williams served as the team's starting 
point guard.  
 
“Fifty-two and seven (52-7) in two years as our point guard 
is a tremendous feat for Dom,” Howell added. “It was a 
reflection of his competitiveness and character as a leader 
on our team.”  
 
Williams averaged 12.7 points per game over two seasons 
with the Titans, scoring 20 or more points on 10 different 
occasions, and breaking the 30-point plateau twice.  
 
Williams joins a Wildcat team with familiar faces, as he 
played previously at Tacoma CC with current Wildcats 
Jordan Coby, Brandon Magee and Chris Holmes.  
 
Montana State Billings 
 
'Jackets Add Transfer from Fort Hays State (6/14/12) 
 
Omar McDade, a 6-3 guard who played last season at Fort 
Hays State, will play his final season at Montana State 
Billings this winter.  
 
McDade (Logan, Utah) started 27 of 28 games last season 
for the Tigers averaging 7.3 points and 3.5 rebounds per 
game. He shot 36.7 percent from the field and 34.5 percent 
from three-point range and tallied 203 total points.  
 
McDade played his sophomore season at Sheridan College, 
averaging 14.5 points, 4.6 rebounds, 2.9 assists and 1.6 
steals per game en route to being named to the All-Region 
9 first team as well as the All-Region 9 Tournament team.  
 
Yellowjackets Ink JC Guard From California (5/11/12) 
 
Irvine Valley College point guard Kalob Hatcher has 
signed a letter-of-intent with Montana State Billings. The 
5-11 point guard played two seasons with the California 
junior college.  
 
Hatcher (San Diego, CA - Foothills Christian) average 9.8 
points per game in two seasons at Irvine Valley. He shot 
37.1 percent (156-420) from the field including 35.0 
percent (99-283) from three-point range.  
 
A true point guard, Hatcher dished out 237 total assists 
during his time at Irvine Valley and recorded 79 total 
steals. He was an all-conference selection this past season 
as a sophomore and earned Most Valuable Player honors 
for his team.  
 
He ended his high school career with 2,129 points, 1,209 
assists and 249 three-pointers. His assists mark set a new 
California state record, eclipsing the previous mark of 

1,165 held by 10-time NBA All-Star and current Dallas 
Mavericks point guard Jason Kidd.  
 
He also ended his time third in section history in three-
pointers made and 12th in career points.  
 
As a senior in high school, Hatcher averaged 16.6 points, 
9.4 assists and 5.7 steals per game. He won four California 
Interscholastic Federation championships in San Diego 
County and was a four-year captain for his varsity squad 
while also earning all-league honors all four years. He was 
also 2010 All-San Diego second team honoree and finished 
in the top-10 in section history in multiple categories.  
 
During the summer prior to his senior year, he was named 
to the Top-25 Full Court Press All West and Top-50 Hoop 
Group Elite Camps.  
 
MSUB Adds Arizona JC Recruit (5/10/12) 
 
Eastern Arizona College's Devon Wallace, a 6-2 point 
guard/wing, is the third junior college transfer and eighth 
player to sign Montana State Billings for the 2012 season.  
 
Over the past two seasons, Wallace (Portland, Ore.) has led 
the Gila Monsters in minutes played while averaging 9.5 
points, four assists and 3.5 rebounds per game. During 
those two seasons, he shot 35 percent from beyond the 
three-point arc as he helped lead EAC to a 39-23 record, a 
top-20 national ranking and a trip to the National Junior 
College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Region 1 playoffs.  
 
As a sophomore last season, Wallace saw action in 29 
games, averaging 9.0 points, 3.5 rebounds and 2.2 assists 
per contest. The year prior, he shot 40 percent from the 
three point arc en route to averaging 8.8 points, 3.5 
rebounds and 3.3 assists in 30 games.  
 
Prior to his time in Thatcher, Ariz., Wallace was a two-year 
letter winner at Westview High School in Portland, Ore. 
where he helped lead his team to the state championship 
game during the 2009-10 campaign. He averaged 9.0 
points, 4.5 assists and 4.0 rebounds per game.  
 
“Devon is another great addition to our recruiting class," 
Stevens said. "He has the ability to play multiple positions 
and I really like his size and athleticism. He will be 
expected to play big minutes for us over the next two 
seasons at both guard spots.  
 
"He can score it well, but I like the fact that he can affect 
the game in a positive manner without necessarily scoring a 
bunch of points.”  
 
Montana Player Signs With MSUB (4/30/12) 
 
Saco-Whitewater standout Jace Anderson, a 5-10 guard, 
has signed a letter-of-intent with Montana State Billings.  
 
As a senior this past season for the Panthers, Anderson 
averaged 17.0 points and five assists per game while 
shooting .450 from the field and .400 from beyond the 



three-point arc. As a junior, he averaged 22 points and four 
assists per game.  
 
A three-sport athlete in high school, he ended his career as 
a three-time all-state and four-time all-conference first team 
selection in basketball. He was also a two-time conference 
Most Valuable Player and was once named to the Class C 
all-tournament team at the state tournament.  
 
Anderson was also a two-time all-state and two-time first 
team all-conference selection in football as a wide receiver, 
strong safety and return specialist. He was also an all-state 
selection his junior year, the only year when he was named 
all-state in all three of his sports.  
 
Equally strong off the court, Anderson was a four-time 
academic all-state selection.  
 
Yellowjackets Get Division I Transfer from Boise State 
(4/25/12) 
 
Jarrell Crayton, a 6-7 forward, has transferred to Montana 
State Billings from Boise State. Crayton prepped at 
Bellevue East High School in Bellevue, Neb.  
 
Crayton spent two years at Sheridan College before playing 
in 22 games last season at Boise averaging 1 1/2 points and 
1 1/2 rebounds per game. 
 
At Sheridian he led his team in scoring (15.4) and 
rebounding (7.6) and was named to the all-region first team 
in his sophomore season.  
 
His freshman season at Sheridan, Crayton played every 
game, starting 34. He averaged 11 points per game, which 
was good enough for third-best on the team, and pulled 
down seven rebounds per game, second-best on the squad, 
en route to earning first team all-conference honors.  
 
Coming out of high school, he was one of the most highly 
touted recruits out of the state of Nebraska, especially after 
he tipped off his senior season with 51 points in the first 
game of the season. It was the first 50-plus game in nearly 
three decades in Nebraska prep history.  
 
His senior year, he averaged 19.8 points and 10 rebounds 
per game and was named to the all-state first team for the 
second time in his illustrious career.  
 
As a junior, Crayton averaged a double-double between 18 
points and 10.5 rebounds per game and was the only junior 
named to the all-state first team. He also led his team to the 
state championship game.  
 
MSUB Adds Player from Arizona To Recruiting Class 
(4/24/12)  
 
Marc Matthews, a 6-2 forward from Sierra Vista, Ariz., has 
signed a letter-of-intent with Montana State Billings.  
 
A three-year varsity starter at Buena Vista High School, 
Matthews ended his prep career with 1,374 points 

averaging 14.9 per game in 92 total games. He also 
accumulated 514 career rebounds, 136 steals and 97 blocks 
and led the team in scoring as both a junior and a senior.  
 
As a senior, he averaged 18.1 points and 6.5 rebounds per 
game, both team-highs, as his team finished the season 24-
6 and made it to the quarterfinals of the Arizona Division I 
State Basketball Tournament.  
 
Matthews was named to the Southern Arizona Division I 
First Team and was the Southern Arizona Division I 
Player-of-the-Year as well as an All-Arizona Division I 
honorable mention.  
 
As a junior during the 2010-11 season, Matthews averaged 
a team-best 17 points per game and was second on the 
squad with 7.3 rebounds per game as his team went 25-5 
and went to the Arizona 5A South Region Championship as 
well as the Arizona 5A Final Four.  
 
He was named to the All-Southern Arizona First Team, 
Arizona 5A All-Southern Region First Team and was 
named to the Arizona 5A All-State team as an honorable 
mention.  
 
Casper JC Player Signs with Montana State Billings 
(4/12/12) 
 
Casper College transfer Samuel “Sam” Johnson has signed 
a National Letter of Intent with Montana State University 
Billings.  
 
Johnson, a 6-6 wing from Chicago, Ill., led the 
Thunderbirds to a record of 47-17 over the past two 
seasons. When Johnson was moved into the starting 
rotation down the stretch this past season, the T-birds went 
9-1. Casper ended the 2011-12 season 25-9 and advanced 
to the championship game of the Region IX tournament.  
 
During his career at Casper, Johnson saw action in 62 
games and averaged 6.0 points and 4.0 rebounds per games 
while shooting .474 from the field. He also recorded 22 
blocks during his two years at the junior college and was 
one of the most prolific dunkers on the squad.  
 
He played his high school ball at Legacy High School in 
Las Vegas, Nev. and ended his time as the all-time leading 
scorer, rebounder and blocker.  
 
Yellowjackets Sign Player From Anchorage (12/5/11) 
 
Luke Adams, a 6-7 forward from Anchorage, has signed a 
National Letter of Intent with Montana State University 
Biullings.  
 
“We are excited to have Luke join our program by signing 
during the early signing period,” MSUB coach Jamie 
Stevens said.  
 
“He will add some much needed bulk to our frontline and I 
really like his work ethic on the court and in the classroom. 
I truly believe that Luke's best basketball is ahead of him.”  



Adams, the younger brother of current MSUB volleyball 
player Taylor Adams, is playing his senior season at 
Dimond High School in Anchorage. Last season he 
averaged 11 points and 10 rebounds per game, earning 4A 
all-region and all-tournament honors.  
 
A two-sport athlete, Adams has earned letters in cross 
country and basketball, helping the basketball team to two 
appearances in the regional tournament in 2010 and 2011 
with a fourth place finish at the state tournament in 2010.  
 
Utah Player Signs With Yellowjackets (11/17/11)  
 
Utah product Tyler Nelson has signed a National Letter of 
Intent Thursday during the NCAA's early signing period 
with Montana State University Billings.  
 
Nelson, currently serving his one year L.D.S Church 
Service Mission in El Salvador, played one season under 
MSUB coach Jamie Stevens at Central Wyoming College 
in 2009-10.  
 
He played in 23 games that season, scoring 3.96 points per 
game on 53 percent shooting from the floor. Nelson, a 6-
foot-7 forward, prepped at Union High School in 
Roosevelt, Utah.  
 
At UHS he earned first team all-region honors and was an 
all-state honorable mention selection during his senior year 
in 2008-09.  
 
Not only did Nelson excel on the court, but also in the 
classroom where he carried a 3.89 GPA and was on the 
honor roll list. Nelson was also the President of the 
Seminary Council and was voted as the Most Outstanding 
Senior Boy.  
 
Simon Fraser 
 
Clan Adds Californian to Roster (7/17/12) 
 
Simon Fraser has rounded out its roster for the 2012-13 
season with the signing of Gibran Sewani of Torrance, 
Calif. While Sewani is from California, he holds Canadian 
and American passports. 
 
“Sewani has been coached by the legendary Bob Gottlieb 
when he played summer ball with the Branch West 
Academy,” said head coach James Blake. “He is a skilled 
forward that can step out and shoot the ball. Sewani will 
need to add some strength to his game and is dedicating 
himself to that with the Clan strength program.” 
 
As a senior at South Torrance High School, Sewani 
averaged a double-double, scoring 14 points per game and 
averaging 10 rebounds. 
 
“I would describe myself as a combo forward who likes to 
take shots closer to the basket,” said Sewani. “I feel the 
combination of athletics and academics at SFU is perfect 
for me. It’s a great academic school with an up and coming 
basketball program.” 

Last year, he was also named a second team all-area all-
star, first team all-league and first team all-CIF (California 
Interscholastic Federation). 
 
“Next season I want to find out where I fit into the 
program, help the team win and help the team improve as a 
unit. I think I’ll bring some size and rebounding to the table 
but really I just want to help the team in any way possible,” 
finished Sewani. 
 
Burnaby Product Signs With Clan (6/6/12) 
 
Andrew Morris, a 6-5 guard from St. Thomas More 
Collegiate in Burnaby, has committed to join Simon Fraser 
for the 2012-13 basketball campaign. 
 
“Andrew is a talented local product who has played 
numerous positions at the high school level,” said SFU 
coach James Blake. “He has great basketball instincts and 
knows how to score. He’ll need to get a little stronger to 
play at this level but he’s been coached very well and we 
feel he has the tools to develop into a good player for us.” 
 
Last season at St. Thomas More, Morris averaged 20.1 
points per game, 7.4 rebounds and 7.2 assists. “I’m a pretty 
tall guard who can shoot and drive,” said Morris. “I’m 
working on improving my athleticism and trying to become 
a better defender. My game is very offensive so I want to 
work on being a more complete player.” 
 
Last season, Morris was named the Most Valuable player 
of the Chancellor Tournament which he helped St. Thomas 
More win. 
 
Clan Inks Player From North Vancouver (6/5/12)  
 
North Vancouver's David Manshreck, who play at Windsor 
Secondary School, has committed to join the Simon Fraser 
University Clan men’s basketball program. 
 
“David is a versatile player that can play several positions,” 
said head coach James Blake. “He shoots very well and can 
also put the ball on the floor. He’s a local product that’s 
been coached very well, both at the high school and 
provincial level.” 
 
Manshreck stands 6-4, and plays on the wing. “I would 
describe myself as a wing player with some post habits,” 
said Manshreck. “I can shoot the three and drive to the 
hoop, but I have the aggression and physicality of a post 
player.” 
 
This past season with Windsor, Manshreck was a key 
member of the offence, averaging 27 points per game and 
grabbing 10 rebounds per game. He shot 55 percent from 
the field and 47 percent from beyond the arc. 
 
In addition to playing at Windsor, Manshreck has spent for 
years on the BC provincial team, and played on BC’s 
under-17 team this past season.  
 



Clan Adds Player From Kirkland (6/4/12) Guard Matt 
Staudacher, who played prep ball at Lake Washington High 
School in Kirkland, Wash., has committed to play for 
Simon Fraser University.  
 
Staudacher averaged 15.5 points per game in his senior 
year while adding 5.5 rebounds and 7.3 assists per game as 
well. “I would describe myself as a smart point guard who 
loves to shoot and create open shots for my teammates,” 
said Staudacher.  
 
At the 2012 Washington State tournament, Staudacher 
earned many accolades including being named a first team 
all-star after leading the tournament in scoring with 23 
points per game and also leading the tournament in assists 
and three-pointers.  
 
“Matt is a pure point guard that can score as well,” said 
head coach James Blake. “He’s a pass first guy who 
showed he has the ability to score as well in the state 
championships. He’s a very skilled player with good size 
who really fits the GNAC style of play.” 
 
Staudacher was named First Team All-Kingco Conference 
in his senior year. It was the third straight season he was 
named a first team conference all-star. 
 
Clan Adds Former CWU Player (5/30/12) 
 
Taylor Dunn, who started his career at Central Washington, 
will play this winter for Simon Fraser University. The 6-4 
guard spent last season with the Clackamas Community 
College Cougars. 
 
“Taylor is a dynamic player,” said SFU head coach James 
Blake. “He did a great job scoring for his junior college and 
with us graduating Justin Brown, Connor Lewis and Zack 
Frehlick, we’ll look to him to do the same for us. He’s a 
strong shooter, he gets to the rim and he’s very athletic.” 
 
He was selected a first team all-star in the region after 
averaging 20.9 points per game at Clackamas last season, 
which placed him second in conference scoring. 
 
“I’m an offensive guy who can do a bit of everything and 
I’m tough to guard,” said Dunn. “I wouldn’t say I’m great 
in any one area but I think I’m a good player in a lot of 
different areas.” 
 
Dunn will re-join an old high school teammate as he played 
with Clan guard Matt Raivio when the two were at 
Mountain View High School in Vancouver (Wash.).  
 
“Taylor is a prolific and versatile scorer,” said Clackamas 
head coach Cliff Wegner. “He can shoot the three or put it 
on the floor. He’s a good rebounder, a good defender, has a 
good court sense, a great feel for the game, and above all, is 
a good person.  
 
"He’s not flashy but I think he’s going to be a very strong 
GNAC player and thanks to his NWAAC experience, he’ll 
be that much better.” 

In his senior year at Mountain View High School in 2009, 
Dunn was named the Most Valuable Player of the Greater 
St. Helen’s League, averaging 20 points per game. 
 
Division I Player to Join Simon Fraser (5/29/12) 
 
David Gebru, who played the last three seasons with 
Division I Western Illinois University will attend Simon 
Fraser this coming season. 
 
Gebru played 68 games at Western Illionois including nine 
during the 2009-10 season when he was granted a hardship. 
The 6-10 center will have two years of eligibility at SFU. 
He averaged 3.5 points and 2.3 rebounds at Western 
Illinois.  
 
“I think I’m a pretty good player, one on one,” said Gebru. 
“My shooting’s strong and so is my passing. I can rebound 
well and block shots as well.” 
 
The Rainer Beach High School product played in 29 games 
as a freshman, starting in two. Averaging just over 12 
minutes a game in his freshman year, he tied for the third 
best shooting percentage on the team. 
 
“I’m really excited to play in such an outstanding city and 
play at a great school. Throughout this process, I’ve felt 
like I have a good relationship with Coach (James) Blake. 
The city, the school and the team all seem to be a good fit 
for me and the style of basketball the team plays suits me as 
well,” finished Gebru. 
 
After a strong freshman year, Gebru played in nine games, 
before suffering a season ending knee injury in his second 
collegiate season. He rebounded this past year to play in 30 
games for the Fighting Leathernecks. 
 
“David is going to give us some stability at the post,” said 
Blake. “He’s a very skilled, European style player. He has 
great footwork and I think he’s going to have a very good 
division II career. He was playing behind some good posts 
at Western Illinois and he didn’t get the minutes. He’ll 
certainly get the minutes here.” 
 
Prior to joining Western Illinois, Gebru spent a year at 
Maine Central Institute, where he had a season high 23 
points and had numerous games in double figures. The year 
before that, he helped his high school team win a state 
championship while earning All-League honourable 
mention.  
 
“I think he can be a dominant post in the GNAC. He’s a 
very good shooter and once he’s in the block he uses both 
hands and has really good footwork,” finished Blake. 
 
California JC Player Transfers to Simon Fraser 
(5/29/12) 
 
Anthony Olah, who played last season at Yuba College in 
California, has committed to Simon Fraser for the 2012-13 
season.  
 



“Anthony is a small forward who can play three different 
positions,” said head coach James Blake. “He can really 
shoot the ball and can score in a variety of different ways. 
He gives us some strength and some size.” 
 
Olah comes to SFU from the Bay Valley Conference of the 
California Community College Athletics Association. 
 
“Yuba is a winning program and it’s always good to add 
players who are used to winning. He’s a great student and a 
great teammate,” finished Blake. 
 
He helped Yuba to a perfect 11-0 record in conference 
action and an overall record of 33-4. 
 
“I think of myself as a player who’s not afraid to do the 
dirty work,” said Olah. “I always work hard on and off the 
court.” 
 
Last season at Yuba, Olah played in 36 games, averaging 
seven points per game while shooting nearly 57 percent 
from the field. 
 
Clan Signs Post Player from Ontario (5/19/12) 
 
Keegan Dunlop (St. Catharines, ON) has committed to the 
Simon Fraser University men’s basketball team and will 
join the Clan in the fall. 
 
"Keegan is a very skilled post with great size and a solid 
feel for the game,” said head coach James Blake. “Simon 
Fraser has had some great players from Southern Ontario 
throughout the history of our program. We expect him to 
step in and make a contribution next season." 
 
Dunlop is a 6-11 center who spent last season playing for 
coaches Mike Athas and Jim Hart at the Williston 
Northampton School in Easthampton, Mass. 
 
“I would describe myself as a throwback post,” said 
Dunlop. “I like to operate off the block but at the same time 
I can come out, make a one dribble move and hit a jumper. 
Defensively I can alter shots and I would say passing is the 
strongest part of my game, and my favourite part." 
 
In 22 games last season, Dunlop averaged 12.4 points per 
game and 7.4 rebounds. He led the team in total rebounds 
and points. 
 
“Last season, Keegan played in one of the toughest prep 
school leagues in America, competing against Division I 
prospects on a nightly basis. That experience will benefit 
him when he comes to SFU,” finished Blake. 
 
Before prep school, Keegan played at St. Francis High 
School in his hometown of St. Catharines, Ont.  
 
"This last year at Williston was a jump in intensity and 
speed for me. It helped improve my decision making and 
ability to make plays under pressure. It’s going to be great 
to be able to play my university basketball in Canada and 

when I visited, I really felt like Simon Fraser would be a 
good fit,” concluded Dunlop. 
 
Clan To Add Player from Vancouver (11/18/11) 
 
A local player will return to the Metro Vancouver area next 
season when Dillon Hamilton joins the Simon Fraser men’s 
basketball team. 
 
Hamilton, who is a native of Vancouver, BC, most recently 
played at the University of Western Ontario in Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport. 
 
At Western Ontario during the 2009-10 season, Hamilton 
played in 15 games, shot 42% from beyond the arc and 
73% from the free throw line. 
 
“I like to play a fast paced game, I’m hungry to win and I 
love to shoot three’s,” continued Hamilton. “I also play a 
very tenacious style of basketball on the defensive side. I 
think my style will fit well into how Coach (James) Blake 
wants to play. I’m really anxious to get started.” 
 
The 6-0 guard transfers to the Clan with a reputation for 
being an above average three-point shooter from the two 
guard position.  
 
"It's great to be able to bring a local player back home to 
play basketball," said Blake. "Dillon has some experience 
in university basketball thanks to his time at Western and 
that should help him transition smoothly into the NCAA. 
He's a superior three-point shooter which will really benefit 
our team next season." 
 
Western Oregon 
 
Two JC Athletes Sign With Wolves (5/23/12) 
 
Tyler Funk, a 6-1 point guard out of Peninsula Community 
College and Rodney Webster, a power forward from 
Fresno City CC, have signed National Letters-of-Intent 
with Western Oregon University.  
 
Funk played his high school ball at Orange Lutheran in 
Yorba Linda, Calif., where he was named the California 
Intercollegiate Federation 4A Player of the Year as a 
senior. He averaged 15 points, five assists, 3.5 rebounds 
and two steals per game. Funk then went to Peninsula CC 
in Port Angeles, Wash., where he averaged 9.0 points, 4.5 
assists, 3.5 rebounds and 1.7 steals a contest.  
 
"Tyler is a complete point guard with a great feel for the 
game," said WOU coach Brady Bergeson. "His teammates 
love him, because he makes everyone around him better. 
He shoots it, drives it, and defends very well. Tyler can do 
a lot for a basketball team, and we are excited to have him."  
 
Webster hails from Hanford West High School in Hanford, 
Calif., where he averaged 21 points, five rebounds, four 
assists and three steals. Webster helped guide Fresno City 
CC to back-to-back playoff appearances. This year FCCC 
won the California Community College Athletic 



Association title, a year after making the NCJAA Final 
Four.  
 
Rodney comes to us from one of the premier junior college 
programs in the country," Bergeson explained. "He gives us 
some needed athleticism from the guard spot. He's hard to 
stay in front of off the dribble, but he can also shoot it and 
deliver it to open people. We expect Rodney to be a warrior 
for us."  
 
Wolves Sign Two Oregon Prep Products (11/9/11) 
 
Western Oregon has signed two Oregon high school 
prospects to National Letters of Intent. Both Jordan Wiley 
and Jordan Schiber inked their NLI with the Wolves on the 
first day of the signing period Wednesday.  
 
Wiley was a third team all-state selection at McKenzie 
High School (1A) in Eugene, Ore. He is a 6-4 guard who 
averaged over 20 points per game last season.  
 
"Jordan is a very skills perimeter player who has the ability 
to score in multiple ways," said WOU coach Brady 
Bergeson. "He can shoot it, move without the ball, score 
and make plays off the bounce. He is just a well-rounded 
basketball player and a well-rounded young man."  
 
Schriber also brings in a long list of accolades to WOU 
from his time at Tillamook High School (4A). The 6-5 
wing was a first team all-state selection and the COWAPA 
League Player of the Year.  
 
"Schriber's a versatile wing who has converted from an 
inside player to the perimeter," Bergeson said. "He is very 
hard to stay in front of with the ball in his hands, and he 
also has the ability to stretch the defense with his 3-point 
shot. In addition he is one of the fiercest competitors and 
rebounders that we saw all offseason."  
 
Both players will be come to Western Oregon during the 
2012-13 season and are expected to contribute right away 
with the Wolves losing four members of its backcourt at 
season's end. "These guys are valuable additions for the 
future core of this team," Bergeson concluded.  
 
Western Washington 
 
California Prep Star Signs With Vikings (5/22/12) 
 
Jeffrey Parker, a 6-foot-6 forward who played in three state 
title games, has accepted a scholarship offer to play men's 
basketball at Western Washington University.  
 
A senior at Salesian High School in Richmond, Calif., 
Parker averaged 11.0 points, 6.0 rebounds and 2.0 blocked 
shots in helping the Pride to a 34-2 record and Bay Shore 
Athletic League, North Coast Section, Northern Region and 
California Interscholastic Federation Division IV state 
championships. He earned all-Bay Area and league 
honorable mention.  
 

Parker had 22 points and 10 rebounds versus nationally 
ranked Trinity (Kentucky) and was named to the Granite 
Bay Grizzly All-Tournament team.  
 
As a junior, Parker started on a squad that won league, 
sectional and regional titles and reached the state 
championship contest.  
 
Parker attended CIF Division I McClymonds High School 
his first two years as a prep. As a freshman, he played on a 
Warriors' team that took Oakland Athletic League and 
Northern Region crowns and got to the state title contest. 
Parker started as a sophomore.  
 
Forward From O'Dea to Play for Western Washington 
(5/21/12) 
 
Dana Abe, an all-league forward at O'Dea High School in 
Seattle , has signed a national letter of intent to play 
basketball at Western Washington University. 
 
Abe earned first-team all-Metro League recognition as a 
senior, helping the Irish to a 20-8 record, the league 
championship and sixth place at the Class 3A state 
tournament. A team co-captain and inspirational award 
winner, he averaged 18.0 points, scoring 33 against 
Ingraham.  
 
As a junior, Abe played on an O'Dea squad that won the 
league title and placed fourth at state.  
 
Vikings Ink NWAACC Defensive Player-of-the-Year 
(5/17/12) 
 
Anye Turner, who earned all-region honors at South Puget 
Sound Community College, has signed a national letter of 
intent to play basketball at Western Washington University. 
 
A 6-foot-7 forward, Turner was a first-team Northwest 
Athletic Association of Community Colleges Western 
Region all-star as well as the region's Defensive Player of 
the Year and Co-Freshman of the Year.  
 
Turner averaged 11.9 rebounds and 2.2 blocked shots, both 
NWAACC-leading figures, as well as 15.3 points in 
leading the Clippers to the first round of the NWAACC 
Tournament. He ranked second in the region in offensive 
rebounds with 111.  
 
Turner had season highs of 26 points and 20 rebounds in a 
73-72 win over Pierce CC. He was named SPSCC captain, 
MVP and Chairman of the Boards.  
 
As a senior at Black Hills High School, Turner led the 
Wolves to the Class 2A state tournament, the first 
appearance in school history. He scored 30 points in a 
district semifinal 70-63 win over Tumwater.  
 



Vikings Add WSU Footballer to Hoop Squad (5/15/12)  
 
Aaron Dunn, a member of the Washington State University 
football team the last two years, has accepted a scholarship 
offer to play basketball at Western Washington. 
 
The 6-foot-6, 235-pound Dunn lettered last fall for the 
Cougars as a redshirt freshman, playing in 10 games with 
one start as a tight end and special teams member.  
 
Dunn was a second-team Class 4A all-State and first-team 
all-Greater Spokane League choice as a senior at Mead 
High School. He played in the 4A/3A senior all-State game 
and was named to the state all-tournament team.  
 
Dunn helped the Panthers to a district title and fifth place at 
state, averaging 17.0 points and 9.0 rebounds. The team 
captain and MVP, he scored 36 points against Central 
Valley.  
 
In football, Dunn was an EvergreenStatePreps.com Class 
4A all-State and first-team all-GSL pick, receiving Tacoma 
News Tribune Northwest Nugget honorable mention.  
 
As a junior at Mead, Dunn tore his ACL in the fifth game 
of the football season and missed the entire basketball 
campaign.  
 
His first two years of high school, Dunn attended Shadle 
Park. As a sophomore, Dunn was a first-team all-GSL pick 
in basketball and received honorable mention in football. 
He averaged 15.0 points in helping the Highlanders to state.  
 
Clark CC Forward (Former Coug) Transfers to 
Western Washington (5/1/12) 
 
Austin Bragg, who averaged 15.0 points and 10.2 rebounds 
as a sophomore forward in helping Clark Community 
College in Vancouver to a 25-4 record, has signed a 
national letter of intent to play basketball at Western 
Washington University, 
 
The 6-foot-8 Bragg was a first-team Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community Colleges Western Region all-
star and all-defensive team pick last season on a Clark 
squad that reached the second round of the NWAACC 
Tournament. His rebound average ranked fifth among 
NWAACC leaders.  
 
Bragg, who also averaged 1.5 blocked shots, had 13 
double-doubles in points and rebounds with career highs of 
37 points versus Olympic CC and 21 rebounds versus 
Yakima Valley CC in a NWAACC Tournament contest. He 
shot 55.4 percent (169-of-305) from the field, 33.3 percent 
(16-of-48) from three-point range and 70.1 percent (82-of-
117) at the free throw line.  
 
As a freshman at Clark, Bragg, who grew 10 inches during 
his four-year high school career, averaged 12.9 points and 
7.8 rebounds. He spent the 2009-10 season as a redshirt at 
Washington State University .  
 

As a senior at Mark Morris High School in Longview , 
Bragg was a first-team Longview Daily News all-Area and 
all-league pick, leading the Monarchs to the Greater St. 
Helens 2A League championship. He led the team in 
rebounds, being named MVP at the Lower Columbia Area 
All-Star game.  
 
Metro League Top Scorer Signs With Western 
Washington (4/30/12)  
 
Joey Schreiber, a senior at Eastside Catholic High School 
in Bellevue, has signed a national letter of intent to play 
basketball at Western Washington University. 
 
Schreiber, a nominee for the McDonald's All-America 
team, set a school career record at Eastside Catholic with 
1,086 points. The 6-foot-7 forward was a first-team Class 
3A all-State and all-Metro League pick as a senior, leading 
the league in scoring with 20.8 points per game and 9.5 
rebounds.  
 
Schreiber had a career-high 29 points versus Providence 
High School in California and helped the Crusaders upset 
O'Dea, then ranked No.3 in the state. 

 



2011-12 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
Seawolves Announce Anthor D1 Recruit (9/8/11) 
 
Abebe Demissie, a 6-6, 215-pound forward who played one 
season at Division I Eastern Washington and most recently 
at North Idaho College in 2010-11, has transferred to the 
University of Alaska Anchorage.  
 
At NIC, he averaged 6.8 points and 4.3 rebounds, shooting 
49 percent overall and 43 percent on three-pointers for a 
23-9 team. Demissie spent his first two collegiate seasons 
at D-I Eastern Washington, redshirting in 2008-09 and 
averaging 5.3 points, 3.8 rebounds and 1.6 assists as a 
freshman in 2009-10.  
 
“We are extremely excited to have a player like Abebe join 
our program,” said UAA coach Rusty Osborne, who loses 
three starters from his 2010-11 team that went 24-10 and 
reached the NCAA second round. 
 
“He can pass and is a skilled ball-handler, which is 
important in our system at the power forward position. He 
can also guard in the post or on the perimeter. Abebe has 
played at the highest level in high school, and his 
experience at the college level will give us another veteran 
leader on the court.”  
 
As a prep, Demissie played for Washington 3A 
powerhouse Rainier Beach High School in Seattle, where 
he captained the 2007-08 team that went 29-1 and won the 
state title. He averaged 7.1 points per game as a senior that 
year, teaming with five future D-I players.  
 
UAA Adds Transfer From Arizona State (9/1/11) 
 
Alaska Anchorage has added a dynamic guard to its 2011-
12 roster as Marcus Jackson has transferred from Division I 
Arizona State to play for the Seawolves.  
 
The 6-2, 185-pound guard becomes the second player in as 
many seasons to come to UAA from ASU, joining former 
Sun Devils teammate Taylor Rohde, who earned first team 
GNAC honors last year.  
 
Jackson, from Sacramento, Calif., spent two seasons at 
ASU, seeing action in 16 games. As a sophomore last year, 
he saw extended playing time in January, tallying four 
assists and two steals in a victory over Tulsa, and logging 
15 minutes in a pair of Pacific-10 Conference games.  
 
“Marcus is a great addition to our program both on and off 
the floor,” said UAA coach Rusty Osborne, who starts his 
eighth season at the Seawolf helm in November.  
 
“After losing Drew Robinson and Bryce Arnott, we had a 
need for another experienced point guard. Marcus brings 
Pac-10 experience to the position and will work well with 

our two returning point guards, Steve White and Kyle 
Fossman.  
 
"He has good skill, and his size and leadership ability will 
be very valuable. We expect him to have an immediate 
impact on both ends of the floor.”  
 
As a prep, Jackson was a 4-year starter at Sheldon High 
School from 2005-09, where he was a first-team All-Delta 
League and Sacramento Area Metro Team pick in his 
junior and senior seasons. 
 
As a senior he led the Delta League with 6.3 assists per 
game while averaging 15.5 points, despite playing 
midseason injury. As a junior he averaged 16.1 points and 
6.1 assists, and as a sophomore he captained the Huskies to 
the school's first-ever Sac-Joaquin Section championship.  
 
Jackson is also an accomplished student, graduating eighth 
in his high school class of more than 500, and studying in 
ASU's prestigious Barrett Honors College. He will major in 
mechanical engineering at UAA.  
 
“Marcus is a tremendous student-athlete in every sense and 
will be a wonderful ambassador for our program and 
UAA,” Osborne said.  
 
Seawolves Gets Transfer From Adams State (08/29/11) 
 
Colton Lauwers, a former Alaska 4A Player-of-the-Year at 
Dimond High, has transferred from Adams State (Colo.) 
and will play basketball this winter at Alaska Anchorage.  
 
The 6-3, 235-pound guard played his freshman season at 
Adams State in 2009-10, starting 15 of 26 contests and 
averaging 3.3 points per game. He redshirted lasted season.  
 
Lauwers was the 2008-09 Alaska Class 4A Player of the 
Yearwhere he captained Dimond to a 26-3 record and the 
state title. He averaged 12.7 points and 7.7 rebounds in the 
state tournament that year, including a 21-point, 12-
rebound performance in Dimond's 55-52, overtime victory 
against Soldotna in the championship game.  
 
“(Colton) is a young man who fits what we want – a good 
student, good person and talented basketball player. He is 
excited to be a Seawolf and we are thrilled he is back home 
in the Green & Gold," UAA coach Rusty Osborne said. 
 
Lauwers was a two-time All-Cook Inlet Conference 
selection and four-year letterwinner at Dimond as the Lynx 
never finished lower than fourth at the state tournament in 
his career. He also lettered three times in baseball, helping 
the Lynx to the 2009 state baseball title as an all-state 
pitcher and shortstop.  
 
“Colton will be a versatile performer who we feel can play 
multiple positions,” Osborne added. “After starting 15 
games his freshman year, he has experience at the point 
guard position, but because of his size and strength we feel 
he can play any wing position.  
 



"Plus, in our system, he could even see time as a power 
forward. He is very smart, passes extremely well, and has 
tremendous three-point range. He only needs to get back 
into competitive shape after rehabbing from knee surgery 
this past season.”  
 
Alaska Product Signs With Seawolves (5/10/11) 
 
Nome's Christian Leckband, who was last year's Alaska 3A 
Player of the Year, has signed a National Letter of Intent to 
play collegiately at the University of Alaska Anchorage.  
 
The 6-5, 185-pound forward was also the Western 
Conference MVP after posting 22.9 points and 9.0 
rebounds per game and shooting 53 percent from the field, 
43 percent on three-pointers and 80 percent at the free-
throw stripe.  
 
Leckband helped the Nanooks to a 70-17 combined record 
and three state tournament appearances over his three years 
as a varsity starter, including a current 40-game home 
winning streak. His sophomore and junior seasons included 
state runner-up finishes, and last year Leckband averaged 
24.5 points against Class 4A competition, including 34 
points against eventual state champ Bartlett. 
 
“Christian is a tremendous addition to our program,” said 
UAA coach Rusty Osborne. “Although he has had a lot of 
success already, we truly believe that his best days are 
ahead of him. He is a very good athlete who can shoot the 
ball, but also attack the basket. As he continues to mature 
physically and puts on weight and strength over the next 
few years, we expect him to develop into one of the better 
players in our conference. We cannot be more excited that 
he decided to stay home and join the Seawolf family.” 
 
After spending his freshman season as the team's 
cameraman, Leckband went on to start every game over the 
next three campaigns, averaging 14.0 points on 56 percent 
shooting. He tallied eight 30-point and 17 20-point 
performances at Nome, finishing with 1,056 career points.  
 
Leckband will be one of four Alaska 3A or 4A Players of 
the Year on the 2011-12 UAA roster, joining senior Lonnie 
Ridgeway (2007 3A, Heritage Christian) and sophomores 
Kyle Fossman (2010 3A, Haines) and Travis Thompson 
(2010 4A, Dimond).  
 
Central Washington  
 
Wildcats Add Player From Las Vegas (6/7/11) 
 
Lacy Haddock, who most recently played basketball at 
Yavapai College in Prescott, Ariz., has signed a National 
Letter of Intent to continue his basketball career at Central 
Washington University.  
 
"Lacy is a very athletic point guard who can shoot the ball 
and really contribute offensively," CWU associate head 
coach GE Coleman said. "He fits into what we look for in 
perimeter players with his athleticism, his ability to defend, 

and his ability to be a two-way player. (At 6-foot-2), he 
gives us a little more size and versatility in the back court."  
 
Haddock, a native of Las Vegas, Nev., and a 2007 graduate 
of Sierra Vista High School, attended both Yavapai and the 
College of Southern Idaho prior to coming to CWU.  
 
The 6-foot-2, 180-pound guard will have three years of 
eligibility remaining at CWU, having redshirted at CSI in 
2008-09, and then playing in just three games at Yavapai in 
2009-10 before suffering a season-ending injury. He 
averaged 12.3 points per game, including a 24-point outing 
against Western Texas College, during his limited time on 
the court with the Roughriders.  
 
"We are excited to get another product from Las Vegas," 
CWU head coach Greg Sparling said. "He is a quality 
person and a quality student-athlete, and we expect him to 
be able to come in and contribute right away. We are 
looking forward to having Lacy as a part of our program 
for years to come."  
 
Haddock graduated from Sierra Vista after transferring 
from Durango High School, where he had been a three-year 
letterman.  
 
As a senior for the Mountain Lions, he averaged 19.4 
points and five assists per game while also setting the 
SVHS single-game scoring record with 44 points against 
Moapa Valley High School. Haddock also posted high 
point totals of 39 against his former school, Durango, and 
26 against perennial prep power Bishop Gorman.  
 
CWU Adds Another Tacoma CC Player (4/22/11) 
 
Brandon Magee, who helped Tacoma CC to a 26-3 record 
last winter, will continue his collegiate basketball career at 
Central Washington University.  
 
“Brandon comes from a great program with a great coach,” 
CWU coach Greg Sparling said. “He is a versatile and 
physical player that can score, rebound, and defend 
extremely well.”  
 
Magee, a 6-foot-4, 205 pound junior guard, prepped at 
Bethel High School in Graham, Wash., and played his 
freshman season at Eastern Arizona College before playing 
last season at Tacoma CC under the tutelage of former 
CWU assistant coach Carl Howell. 
 
Magee averaged 16.0 points and 6.2 rebounds per game at 
TCC, earning first-team all-NWACC West Region 
recognition. His season was highlighted by a 27-point, 10-
rebound performance against Grays Harbor, a game in 
which he was 10 of 12 from the field.  
 
The Spanaway, Wash., native helped the Titans to a 16-0 
conference record, though he missed eight of the final nine 
games of the season due to injury.  
 



Magee will join TCC teammates Jordan Coby and Chris 
Holmes, who signed to play basketball at CWU during the 
early signing period in November 2010, in Ellensburg. 
 
CWU Signs Pair From Tacoma CC (11/10/10)  
 
Two sophomores from Tacoma Community College have 
signed National Letters of Intent to continue their 
basketball careers at Central Washington University. 
 
Signing with the Wildcats for the 2011-12 season are 
forward Chris Holmes and guard Jordan Coby. Holmes and 
Coby currently play at TCC for former CWU assistant 
coach Carl Howell.  
 
“Both of these guys play extremely hard and have played in 
excellent programs,” CWU coach Greg Sparling said. 
“Coach Howell does an excellent job of putting together a 
successful program and preparing his players to compete at 
the next level. What is nice about these guys is that they 
will have played together for two seasons at TCC by the 
time they come to Central.”  
 
Holmes is a 6-foot-3 forward who was a first-team all-
NWAACC West Region player and runner-up for the 
region Most Valuable Player award last season with the 
Titans.  
 
The former Franklin High School standout averaged 13.7 
points and 6.1 rebounds per game at TCC last season while 
shooting 51 percent from the field. He scored a season-high 
33 points against Clark College.  
 
During his prep career for head coach Jason Kerr at 
Franklin, Holmes helped the Quakers to two WIAA state 
championships and earned first-team all-state honors as a 
senior.  
 
“Holmes turned down multiple Division I offers to attend 
Central,” Howell said. “The CWU coaching staff worked 
very hard to sign these two guys, and they should both be 
good players for the Wildcats and in the GNAC.”  
 
Coby is a 6-foot-1 guard who attended Wilson High School 
in Tacoma. As a prep, he was a first-team all-Narrows 
League selection for the Rams, averaging 17 points per 
game as a senior.  
 
Last season as a freshman at TCC, he was the Titans' fifth-
leading scorer with 9.4 points per game, adding 2.5 
rebounds and 1.8 assists. He also shot 39 percent from 
three-point range during his rookie season of 2009-10, and 
his top performance was a 19-point, five-assist outing 
against Highline Community College.  
 
Coby is the nephew of former CWU standout Steve 
Pudists, who averaged 11 points and six rebounds per game 
for CWU from 1980-82.  
 

Montana State Billings 
 
Richard Brothers To Play for Yellowjackets (6/29/11) 
 
Brothers Chase and Preston Richards have been added to 
Montana State Billings' 2011-12 basketball roster. Both 
previously played for first-year MSUB coach Jamie 
Stevens at Central Wyoming College.  
 
Chase Roberts (6-0, Sandy, Utah - Colorado-Colorado) 
played in 23 games this past season at Colorado-Colorado 
Springs. He averaged 12.2 minutes, 3.0 points and 1.2 
rebounds per game and recorded 24 assists and 11 steals.  
 
Prior to the 2010-11 season, Chase spent two years at 
Central Wyoming averaging 9.8 points per game and 2.5 
rebounds in 60 games. He shot 40.2 percent from the field 
and made 70.5 percent of his free throws during his CWC 
career.  
 
Preston Richards (6-3, Sandy, UT) played one season 
(2008-09) at Central Wyoming and will have three years of 
eligibility at MSUB.  
 
He was the third leading scorer (11.8) and second leading 
rebounder (5.3) on the team. Preston shot 48 percent from 
the field and was a 78 percent free throw shooter. He 
dished out 61 assists, which was good for second on the 
team behind his brother, and he led the team in steals with 
48.  
 
Yellowjackets Get Transfer From Northern Colorado 
(6/14/11) 
 
Former University of Northern Colorado guard David 
Arnold (6-2, Highlands Rancho, CO) is transferring to 
Montana State Billings to play basketball for the 
Yellowjackets. 
 
Arnold played the last two seasons at Northern Colorado 
where he was part of two 20-win teams. Last year the Bears 
won the Big Sky Conference regular season and 
tournament titles and earned their first-ever trip to the 
NCAA tournament where they lost in the second round to 
San Diego State.  
 
Last season Arnold played in nine games and logged 50 
minutes as a sophomore. As a freshman Arnold played in 
21 games and averaged 6.1 minutes per contest. He scored 
16 points during the year and also had 15 assists, with a 
career-high six assists against Johnson & Wales on Feb. 23.  
 
Arnold prepped at ThunderRidge High School where he 
excelled in on the court and the football field. He averaged 
22 points per game during his senior season and helped 
ThunderRidge to the 2009 Colorado 5A Final Four where 
they finished second.  
 
Arnold earned all-tournament honors in 2009 as well as 
being named as a McDonald's All-America nominee. He 
was also named to the all-league first team and the 5A all-
state first team.  



 “David is another great addition to our 2011 recruiting 
class," Stevens said. "His ability to shoot the basketball is 
exactly what we need at the guard position. He also has the 
skill set to play some point guard which gives us added 
depth at both positions.  
 
"David had a stellar high school career for one of the 
premier programs in the state of Colorado. He lettered all 
four years at a 5A school, which is very rare down there. 
He played with some great guards at Northern Colorado 
and we expect him to have two great years here."  
 
Central Wyoming Player To Transfer to MSUB (6/9/11) 
 
Forward Cameron Cusworth, who played for Montana 
State Billings first-year head coach Jamie Stevens at 
Central Wyoming, will play this coming winter for the 
Yellowjackets. 
 
Cusworth (6-7, Jr., Aurora, Colo.) played in 32 gamesfor 
the Rustlers and averaged 11.9 points and 4.7 rebounds. His 
point total ranked him third on a team that went 17-15 and 
advanced to the second round of the Region IX 
Tournament.  
 
From inside, Cusworth shot 42 percent from the field and 
led the team with a 77 percent free throw percentage. 
Cusworth also had 24 assists and forced 24 turnovers.  
 
Prior to CWC, Cusworth played his freshman season at 
Lamar Community College in Lamar, Colo. There he 
played in 30 games and averaged 3.93 points, while pulling 
down an average of 1.76 rebounds.  
 
"Cameron is a guy who I'm very familiar with after 
coaching him a season ago at Central Wyoming," Stevens 
said. "He has good size, works very hard in practice and in 
games, and his ability to shoot the basketball should cause 
matchup issues for our opponents.”  
 
Yellowjackets Add Player From Seattle University 
(5/3/11) 
 
Taylor Stevens, a Marysville, Wash. native, will transfer 
from Seattle University to play for Montana State Billings 
this winter. 
 
Stevens saw limited action at SU. He scored a career-high 
11 points and had four rebounds against Eastern 
Washington on Dec. 15.  
 
Prior to SU, the 6-foot-7 Stevens led North Idaho College 
to two straight Scenic West Athletic Conference titles and 
the regional final in 2010. He hit seven three-pointers on 
his way to 25 points in the title game against Eastern Utah.  
 
During his prep career, Stevens averaged 20.6 points and 
nine rebounds per game in earning first team All-WESCO 
honors at Marysville-Pilchuck High School in his senior 
season.  
 

“Taylor Stevens is an outstanding addition to the 
Yellowjacket program,” said first-year MSUB coach Jamie 
Stevens. “He is another student-athlete that I had a chance 
to coach against at my former school.  
 
"He played two years for a nationally ranked junior college 
and won a lot of games as a player there. Taylor is a very 
balanced basketball player, but one thing he does very well 
is shoot the ball. It is rare to see a guy with his size that also 
has the ability to shoot the ball three to four feet behind the 
arc.  
 
"That combination will make Taylor a difficult matchup at 
this level. I expect Taylor to have a big year for us and he 
fits the kind of player and person that we want here at 
MSUB.”  
 
Yellowjackets Add JC Standout from Sheridan 
(4/25/11) 
 
Antoine Procter, who played at Sheridian College between 
2008 and 2010, will play for Montana State Billings this 
coming winter.  
 
“We are very excited about Antoine joining the 
Yellowjacket family,” MSUB first-year coach Jamie 
Stevens said. “I had a chance to coach against him when he 
played for Sheridan and he was always a tough matchup for 
our teams.  
 
"I am excited about the opportunity to coach him. After 
talking with him in recent weeks, I have been very 
impressed by his maturity and his focus on becoming the 
best basketball player he can be, Coach (Justin) Wetzel has 
done an incredible job recruiting him and his relationship 
with Antoine is the primary reason that he chose MSUB.”  
 
Proctor, a 6-3, 190 pound guard, helped lead the Generals 
to a 27-7 record in 2009-10 and a North Sub-Region Nine 
title. Individually, Proctor was a first team all-region nine 
selection, averaging 12.7 points, 3.5 rebounds, 2.5 assists 
and 1.9 steals per game. 
 
This past season Proctor played in eight games for NCAA 
Division I Sacramento State, starting in three. He averaged 
6.5 points, 4.0 rebounds and 3.5 assists per game before 
moving back to Sheridan because of a health related issues 
to his newborn son.  
 
Proctor is a 2006 graduate of Woodlawn High School in 
Baltimore, Maryland, where he was a two-time all-
Baltimore County Conference selection and was named 
conference MVP as a senior.  
 



Northwest Nazarene 
 
Three NWAACC All-Stars Sign With Crusaders 
(6/14/11) 
 
Five players, including three NWAACC all-stars, have 
signed either National Letters of Intent or Letters of 
Commitment to attend Northwest Nazarene University and 
play basketball for the Crusaders.  
 
J.B. Pillard (Jr., F/C, 6-7, 230, Kirkland, WA/Juanita HS) 
joins the Crusaders from Whatcom Community College 
where he earned second-team all-NWAACC Northern 
Region honors this season, averaging 13.9 points and 6.9 
rebounds per contest.  
 
"J.B. is a beast inside," first-year coach Dave Daniels 
said. "He (J.B.) has proven that he can battle as a five-man 
or be versatile at the four."  
 
A graduate of Juanita High School in Kirkland, Wash., 
Pillard scored a career-high 29 points as a sophomore last 
season and posted five double-doubles, scoring more than 
20 points six times.  
 
Keith Moilanen (Jr., F, 6-4, 205, Brush Prairie, 
WA/Hockinson HS) will come to NNU from Lower 
Columbia Community College where he earned first-team 
all-NWAACC Western Region accolades as a sophomore, 
scoring 17.5 points, grabbing 4.5 rebounds and 2.3 steals 
per conference game.  
 
"Keith is a scorer," Daniels added. "Athletic enough to get 
to the rim and he can really shoot it. His energy is 
contagious and he will become a great wing for our 
program."  
 
The leading scorer in the 2011 NWAACC West-South All-
Star Game with 23 points, Moilanen scored a season-high 
30 points this year and hit on 41 of 103 three-pointers as a 
sophomore.  
 
Point guard John Hawkins (Jr., PG, 6-3, 200, Phoenix, 
AZ/Greenway HS) comes to the Crusaders from Yavapai 
College in Arizona where he averaged 9.4 points, 6.8 
assists and 4.3 rebounds per game last year. Handing out 10 
or more assists in five games as a sophomore, Hawkins 
posted a 3.2 to 1.0 assist-to-turnover ratio.  
 
"John is a fantastic pass-first point guard," Daniels 
said. "His unselfishness and ability to penetrate deep into 
the defense will be key to our success this season."  
 
Jordan Nicholes (Jr., G, 6-1, 190, Goldbar, WA/Sultan HS), 
a teammate of J.B. Pillard at Whatcom CC, earned second-
team all-NWAACC Northern Region honors this year as he 
scored 12.0 points, handed out 3.3 assists and hustled 
for 4.8 rebounds per game. "Jordan is a proven, hard-nosed 
guard that makes us better immediately," Daniels added.  
 
Rounding out the class of five is Alex Duncan (Fr., G, 6-2, 
170, Boise, ID/Boise HS). Duncan comes to NNU having 

graduated from Boise High School where he earned 
second-team All-Southern Idaho Conference honors for the 
Braves as a senior and was selected to play in the 2011 
Idaho High School All-Star Game, hosted at North Idaho 
College.  
 
Crusaders Sign Seven-Footer From Snohomish 
(11/10/10) 
 
Seven-footer Payton Pervier and Rich Seamster have 
signed National Letters-of-Intent to attend Northwest 
Nazarene University and play basketball for the Crusaders. 
 
Pervier blocked a school-record 98 shots as a junior and 
averaged 5.7 points and 6.5 rebounds per game. His Glacier 
Peak High School team finished the season 22-6, capturing 
the Washington 3A District 1 Championship, and finished 
fourth at the Washington 4A State Championships.  
 
"Payton has improved more than any player I have ever 
coached," Glacier Peak head coach Brian Hunter said. "I 
expect Payton to have an outstanding senior year and 
continue to improve and become a dominant basketball 
player."  
 
Pervier set a Washington 3A State Tournament record with 
24 blocked shots during the 2009 tournament. "Payton's 
hard work on the basketball court has really begun to pay 
off for him in the last year. He is a big, long center who 
has very good defensive instincts and is turning himself 
into a threat on the offensive end," NNU associate head 
coach Brandon Rinta said.  
 
"Without a doubt, Payton has the ability to become a very 
good player in the GNAC."  
 
Seamster, a 6-1 senior guard at David Douglas High School 
in Portland, Ore., averaged 16.0 points, 5.9 rebound, and 
5.5 assists per game as a junior, earning 2010 Mt. Hood 
Conference first-team honors.  
 
"Rich has an excellent understanding of the game and he 
has the unique ability to make the people around him 
better," David Douglas head coach Chad Reeves said.  
 
An outstanding prep athlete, Seamster also earned Mt. 
Hood Conference first-team honors in football as a 
defensive back and second-team honors as a wide receiver.  
 
"Rich has the ability to score the basketball in a number of 
ways by being able to shoot it deep or finish in traffic 
around the basket," Rinta added.  
 
Seamster shot 46 percent from the three-point line as a 
junior and averaged 2.4 steals per game.  
 



Seattle Pacific 
 
Colorado Christian Standout Transfers to SPU (6/7/11) 
 
Jobi Wall, a 6-foot-7 wing from Colorado Christian 
University, is transferring to Seattle Pacific. Wall has two 
seasons of eligibility remaining. 
 
“We are excited that Jobi Wall has decided to attend Seattle 
Pacific University and become a member of our basketball 
team," SPU coach Ryan Looney said. "His desire to 
compete, both academically and athletically, makes him a 
perfect fit for the mission of our institution and program."  
 
Wall utilized a red-shirt season last year while sidelined 
with an injury. As a sophomore in 2009-10, he averaged 
16.6 points, including a 36-point performance against Mid-
America Christian in the final game. Wall led the Rocky 
Mountain Athletic Conference (RMAC) with 7.7 rebounds 
per game and also topped the league with 98 treys. He shot 
44 percent from three-point range.  
 
Wall was a first-team All-RMAC selection in 2010 and 
garnered National Christian College Athletic Association 
(NCCAA) All-America honors.  
 
“Our coaching staff thought we needed to add one more 
player with experience that could help us in different 
ways," explained Looney. "Jobi's ability to rebound, shoot 
a high percentage from the 3-point line and play multiple 
positions will really improve our team.”  
 
Looney's Falcons got a first-hand look at Wall on Dec. 30, 
2009 at Brougham Pavilion. He amassed 28 points and 13 
rebounds, while hitting 5 of 9 treys in a 73-69 Colorado 
Christian win.  
 
During his freshman season at CCU, Wall averaged 10.2 
points and 4.7 rebounds as a part-time starter.  
 
Wall prepped at Faith Christian Academy in Arvada, Colo., 
helping the Eagles to the 2008 Class 3A state 
championship. He received the Colorado Player of the Year 
award.  
 
Falcons Sign Two In Early Signing Period (11/16/10) 
 
Two prep standouts from the state of Washington, Alex 
Weber-Brader and Riley Stockton, signed letters of intent 
to attend Seattle Pacific University and play basketbal. 
 
A 6-foot-5 wing from Olympia High School, Weber-Brader 
was the Narrows League Bay Division Most Valuable 
Player last year. He accounted for 20.2 of the Bears 51.7 
points per game in 2010.  
 
Weber-Brader averaged 8.7 rebounds, 2.7 steals and 1.8 
blocked shots per game as a junior. Against Central Kitsap 
last season, he poured in 31 points.  
 

The Daily Olympian Player of the Year, Weber-Brader was 
ranked the No. 3 combo guard in the state of Washington 
by NorthwestHoops.com .  
 
“We are excited that Alex has decided to continue his 
education at Seattle Pacific University," SPU coach Ryan 
Looney said. "He will be a great addition to our program. 
Alex is an athletic wing that can score in a lot of different 
ways. He will be a great fit in our system.”  
 
Stockton is a 6-foot-4 wing from Ferris High School in 
Spokane, Wash. He was rated by NorthwestHoops.com as 
the No. 8 prep combo guard in the state.  
 
A second-team All-Greater Spokane League selection in 
2010, Stockton averaged 13 points, eight assists, six 
rebounds and three steals per game. He is a three-year 
starter and also served three seasons as team captain.  
 
Stockton was a member of Ferris' undefeated 2008 Class 
4A championship team that included his brother, Shawn, 
the state player of the year who now competes at Montana. 
Their uncle is NBA Hall of Fame point guard John 
Stockton.  
 
“Riley Stockton plays as hard if not harder than any player 
we evaluated this year. We are excited that he has decided 
to attend SPU," Looney said. "His ball skills and toughness 
will make him a great contributor to our program.”  
 
The Falcons staff not only faced recruiting competition 
from other basketball coaches for Stockton, but football 
programs as well. He is a standout defensive back and 
receiver on the Saxons football team.  
 
Stockton and Weber-Brader will arrive at SPU next fall to 
help fill the void of three Falcons seniors departing after the 
2010-11 campaign.  
 
“Alex and Riley will both have a chance to develop into 
outstanding players in the Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference. Our coaching staff did an outstanding job 
selling our program and Seattle Pacific University," said 
Looney, the 2010 conference coach of the Year.  
 
"Both of these young men had interest from several NCAA 
Division I institutions. We feel like they are going to help 
us continue to move in a positive direction.”  
 
Simon Fraser 
 
Clan Adds Players From France, California (11/24/10)  
 
Cedric Die (D'Alfortville, France) and Jordan Sergent 
(Sonora, CA) have committed to Simon Fraser and will join 
the Clan basketball team in the fall of 2011.  
 
“As a coaching staff we really wanted to add athleticism to 
the roster," SFU coach James Blake said. "Cedric brings 
athleticism to the program right away as a freshman. Both 
players fit the style of basketball we are trying to build 
which is fast and athletic. Jordan is one of the most athletic 



small forwards in Northern California, he plays way above 
the rim and can play the wing and small forward position.”  
 
Die, a 6-8 forward currently playing for the US 
D'Alfortville junior team of the Ligue Nationale de 
Basketball de France, averaged 10.1 points, 5.2 rebounds, 
0.7 blocks, 2.7 assists and 0.3 steals last season.  
 
Sergent, a Sonora High School graduate, is currently a 
forward with Modesto Junior College, averaging 10.5 
points per game, 4.3 rebounds per game and 0.5 assists per 
game through four games in the 2010-11 season.  
 
Western Washington 
 
Vikings Sign Class A Player of the Year (5/19/11) 
 
Kyle Impero, who averaged 26.9 points a game to earn 
Class 1A State Player of the Year honors as a senior at 
Nooksack Valley High School, has signed a National Letter 
of Intent to play basketball at Western Washington 
University.  
 
The 6-foot-3 Impero was voted Player of the Year honors 
by the Washington Interscholastic Basketball Coaches 
Association. He was a first-team Associated Press Class 1A 
All-State selection, Bellingham Herald All-Whatcom 
County Player of the Year and Northwest Conference Most 
Valuable Player. Impero also played in the WIBCA All-
State game and was MVP of the Whatcom County All-Star 
Game, scoring 31 points.  
 
“Kyle is totally committed to basketball, and I think he's 
achieved what he has so far based on hard work and a love 
for the game,” said WWU coach Brad Jackson . “He's got 
really good physical tools and has already demonstrated 
that he can score big.  
 
“Kyle has the ability to score from 3-point range, he can 
shoot the mid-range jumper and he take the ball to the 
hole. He's also a really good passer and a smart defensive 
player. A solid student, he will be a great addition to our 
program.”  
 

Impero, who also averaged 3.8 assists, 5.9 rebounds and 2.5 
steals, led NVHS to an 18-11 record and sixth place at 
state. He scored 30 or more points in a game 10 times, and 
tallied a career-high and school-record 49 points in one 
contest, that performance coming versus Bellingham .  
 
At state, Impero earned first-team all-tournament honors, 
breaking a record that had stood since 1964 by scoring 151 
points (30.2 avg.).  
 
As a junior, Impero was a first-team all-conference and all-
Whatcom County pick, averaging 15.8 points, 4.0 assists, 
5.8 rebounds and 1.4 steals. He was a second-team all-
tourney choice at state on squad that placed eighth.  
 
Impero was a two-time team MVP for the Pioneers and 
twice a Seattle Times Player of the Week. 
 
Vikings Add Transfer From NWAACC Ranks (5/18/11) 
 
Forward Damien Fisher, who averaged 15.6 points and 8.0 
rebounds this past season as a sophomore at Centralia CC, 
is transferring to Western Washington University to play 
for the Vikings.  
 
The 6-foot-7 Fisher, who shot 53 percent (139 of 261) from 
the field, played in the Northwest Athletic Association of 
Community Colleges Sophomore All-Star Game. The 
Trailblazers' inspirational award winner, he was an 
NWAACC All-Academic choice with a 3.98 (4.0 scale) 
grade point average.  
 
Fisher was twice a first-team Nisqually League all-star at 
Fife High School . As a senior, he helped the Trojans to a 
league championship, the school's first district title in 22 
years and sixth place at the Class 2A state tournament. 

 



2010-11 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
Seawolves Add Player from Soldotna (10/15/10) 
 
Soldotna native Boomer Blossom has joined the University 
of Alaska Anchorage team for the 2010-11 season. He will 
redshirt in his freshman season.  
 
Blossom led the Stars to a berth in the ASAA Class 4A 
State Tournament last season, earning all-tourney honors 
with averages of 18.3 points and 6.3 rebounds per game.  
 
For the full season, he averaged 20 points, seven rebounds, 
four assists and three steals per game, earning first-team 
All- Northern Lights Conference accolades. 
 
Seawolves Add Whatcom CC Player to Roster (9/21/10) 
 
Washington native Matt Peterson is the latest addition to 
the Alaska Anchorage 2010-11 roster A 6-7, 265-pound 
center, Peterson comes to UAA after averaging 11.9 points 
and 6.0 rebounds per game at Whatcom Community 
College in Bellingham.  
 
He also shot 51 percent from the floor, posted a season-
high of 32 points in a February victory over Bellevue CC, 
and earned a spot in the NWAACC all-star game in the 
spring.  
 
“We are very pleased that Matt has become a Seawolf. He 
adds more size and bulk to our front line and we expect him 
to battle for playing time with our other talented front court 
players,” said UAA coach Rusty Osborne, who begins his 
seventh season at the Seawolf helm this fall.  
 
As a prep, Peterson starred at Eisenhower High School in 
Yakima, Wash., where he helped his school to its highest-
ever finish – 4th – at the 2007 WIAA State Tournament as 
a junior in 2007.  
 
“Despite his mass, Matt has very good athleticism and the 
ability to get fouled and the other team in foul trouble,” 
Osborne added. “His challenge will be getting himself into 
better physical condition so that he can play longer minutes 
at a higher level.  
 
"Matt, Taylor Rohde, Liam Gibcus, Casey Robinson, Chris 
Weitzel and Jeremy Jones give us significantly more size 
and depth than we have had in the recent path, which 
should help us withstand those times during the year when 
injuries affect your lineup.”  
 
Peterson brings the total number of newcomers to eight for 
this year's roster, joining freshmen Kyle Fossman (6-1, 190, 
G, Haines [Alaska Gatorade Player of the Year]) and Travis 
Thompson (6-0, 175, G, Anchorage/Dimond HS), JC 
transfers Mario Gill (6-2, 190, G, Portland, Ore./Wilson 
HS/Eastern Arizona College), Jeremy Jones (6-7, 190, F, 

Gresham, Ore./Barlow HS/Mt. Hood CC), Chris Plooy (6-
5, 190, F, Anchorage/Dimond HS/Green River [Wash.] 
CC) and Chris Weitzel (6-7, 245, F/C, Gresham, Ore./Mt. 
Hood CC), and Division I transfer Taylor Rohde (6-9, 250, 
F, Phoenix, Ariz./Pinnacle HS/Arizona State).  
 
The Seawolves will also be bolstered by the return of junior 
guards Lonnie Ridgeway and Phillip Hearn, who are back 
after taking one and two seasons, respectively, away from 
the program.  
 
Seawolves Get Ridgeway, Hearn Back for 2010-11 
Season (9/9/10) 
 
A pair of familar faces - Lonnie Ridgeway and Phillip 
Hearn - have been added to Alaska Anchorage's 2010-11 
men's basketball roster. 
 
Ridgeway, who played in 60 games with the Seawolves in 
the 2007-08 and 2008-09 seasons, will be eligible to play 
following the fall semester, contingent upon completing a 
required number of credit hours. The former Alaska 3A 
Player of the Year at Heritage Christian will have a year 
and a half of eligibility remaining.  
 
“We are excited that Lonnie is back in school and part of 
the program,” UAA coach Rusty Osborne said. “After 
many changes in his life, he is back on track to finish his 
degree. Despite rumors to the contrary, Lonnie and I have 
always been in agreement on his plans to take a year off 
and resume his education this fall.  
 
"Unfortunately, he does have some credits he must 
complete before he can regain his eligibility to compete in 
games. During fall semester, he will be able to practice and, 
upon successful completion of his courses, be able to 
compete in late December.”  
 
The 6-3, 200-pounder was UAA's fourth-leading scorer and 
rebounder as a sophomore two years ago, averaging 9.6 
points and 3.7 rebounds per game. Ridgeway was also a 
key reserve on the Seawolves' 2007-08 Final Four squad, 
averaging 2.3 points and 1.3 rebounds as a redshirt 
freshman.  
 
“He gives us a very experienced, athletic wing who has had 
tremendous success in our league. Although he only started 
11 of 29 games as a sophomore, he played starter's minutes 
throughout the year. He has come back bigger, stronger and 
more mature. Once he shakes the rust off, he gives us 
another dangerous weapon on the perimeter.”  
 
Hearn – a former West Anchorage High School standout – 
returns to the Seawolves after two years away from the 
program.  
 
The 6-6, 200-pounder redshirted with the Seawolves in 
2007-08 before transferring briefly to fellow NCAA Div. II 
program Christian Brothers (Tenn.) in 2008-09. He 
returned to Anchorage last year and attended classes at 
UAA, leaving him with two years of eligibility beginning 
this fall.  



 
“We are also thrilled that Phillip has elected to return to the 
basketball court,” Osborne said. “He and I have visited 
often in the past about him returning and felt like this was 
the time when he could balance his academic and athletic 
responsibilities. He is a tremendous student and has been 
working hard to regain and improve his on-court skills.”  
 
Hearn was a first-team all-state selection for West 
Anchorage in 2006-07, averaging 21 points and 11 
rebounds. As a junior, he helped the Eagles to their second 
straight 4A state title with averages of 13.8 points, 7.4 
rebounds and 2.5 assists.  
 
“Phillip is a very mature young man who understands what 
we expect in the program,” Osborne said. “Hopefully he 
can get back his rhythm quickly. Regardless, he has been a 
pleasure to have back and is a good role model for our 
younger players.”  
 
Seawolves Add Two Players from Mount Hood CC 
(8/28/10)  
 
Alaska Anchorage solidified its interior with the addition of 
Mount Hood junior-college teammates Jeremy Jones and 
Chris Weitzel. 
 
A 6-7, 190-pound forward, Jones posted career averages of 
11.0 points and 4.8 rebounds, while Weitzel, a 6-7, 245-
pound forward/center, put up 8.2 points and 4.9 rebounds in 
two seasons at the Oregon JC.  
 
Both players hail from Gresham, Ore., where Jones played 
for Barlow High School and Weitzel for Gresham High.  
 
"We are excited about the addition of these two young 
men," said UAA coach Rusty Osborne, who enters his 
seventh season at the Seawolf helm this fall. "They provide 
us with depth at the small forward, power forward and 
center positions, and we believe their best basketball is 
ahead of them."  
 
As a sophomore in 2009-10, Jones scored double figures in 
15 of 21 games, with averages of 11.9 points, 5.5 rebounds 
and 1.2 steals per game, helping MHCC to a 20-8 overall 
record and an NWAACC playoff berth. He scored a career-
high 24 points in a Jan. 9 win over Portland CC and 
recorded two double-doubles, including 13 points and 10 
rebounds in an NWAACC playoff loss to Walla Walla .  
 
"Jeremy is a long athlete similar to former Seawolf 
Cameron Burney," Osborne said. "He has the ability to 
guard multiple positions with his length and athleticism. He 
was having a solid sophomore year before injuries in the 
middle of the season."  
 
Weitzel, meanwhile, shot better than 50 percent from the 
field in both seasons at MHCC. He showed versatility as a 
sophomore in 2009-10 with averages of 9.5 points, 6.1 
rebounds, 1.6 blocks and 1.2 steals per game. As an 
offensive lineman on the high school gridiron, he drew 
interest from several Pacific-10 Conference schools.  

 
"Chris is a strong athlete who turned down a Division I 
football scholarship out of high school," said Osborne. "He 
is just coming into his own and will give us a guy who can 
guard big, strong post players."  
 
Both Jones and Weitzel participated in the Northwest 
Athletic Association of Community Colleges all-star game 
last spring.  
 
Seawolves Add Transfer From Arizona State (8/24/10)  
 
Six-eight Taylor Rohde, who played in 30 games last 
season at Arizona State, will play this winter at Alaska 
Anchorage. 
 
The 235-pound forward, a native of Phoenix, averaged 2.2 
points and 1.2 rebounds, shooting 53 percent from the field 
for the Sun Devils.  
 
"With our lack of depth at the end of last year, Taylor fills a 
huge need for us in the front court," said UAA coach Rusty 
Osborne (110-67, 6 years). "He brings Pac-10 experience 
and can play both the power forward and center positions.  
 
"Although not a shot blocker, he will give us another great 
defensive player as he led Arizona State in charges taken 
last year. We also feel that in our system he will have a 
chance to be very good offensively and take some pressure 
off our perimeter shooters." 
 
Prior to ASU, Rohde completed a storied prep career at 
Pinnacle High School, where he was named the Phoenix 
All-Metro Player of the Year in 2007-08 by the Arizona 
Republic . As a senior that season, Rohde averaged 29.5 
points, 12.0 rebounds and shot 63 percent from the field.  
 
A member of the Republic's five-player All-Arizona team 
three years in a row, Rohde set at least 15 school records at 
Pinnacle, including season marks for points (855), 
rebounds (306), free throws made (177) and blocks (75), 
and career records for points (2,226), rebounds (1,034), free 
throws made (564), blocks (216) and field-goal percentage 
(.630). As a senior he also set PHS's single-game high with 
47 points in a win over Horizon High.  
 
"Our staff is most excited about the fact that Taylor 's main 
concern is about winning and the team being successful," 
Osborne added. "He had a magnificent high school career 
and was a solid contributor on an elite Pac-10 team, but 
from our first conversation, he has stressed the fact that he 
wants team success over individual. He is a quality 
individual both on and off the court, and we are thrilled he 
chose to be a Seawolf the next two years."  
 
Rohde was also the 2008 Gatorade Arizona Player of the 
Year, a McDonald's All-America nominee and the 2008 
Pima Region Player of the Year.  
 



Former Alaska Prep Star To Play For Seawolves 
(5/20/10) 
 
One of the top prep basketball stars in Alaska is coming 
back home. Chris Plooy, who played last season at Green 
River CC, has signed a National Letter of Intent to play for 
Alaska Anchorage.  
 
The 6-5, 190-pound forward averaged 13.4 points, 4.8 
rebounds and 1.2 points per contest, while shooting 50 
percent from the field at Green River. The former Dimond 
High School standout tallied 20-plus points on five 
occasions at GRCC, including a career-high of 30 against 
Centralia and 29 in an upset of top-seeded Shoreline in the 
first round of the NWAACC playoffs.  
 
"Our staff is excited to have Chris join the program next 
year," said UAA coach Rusty Osborne, who has led UAA 
to 110 wins in his first six seasons at the helm. "He is a 
young man I have had in camp since elementary school and 
watched grow and mature as both a player and a person.  
 
"He possesses the ability to play multiple positions and 
gives us another dynamic we have been missing. His ability 
to slash and attack the basket will complement the 
outstanding three-point shooters we already have. In 
addition, his athleticism and length make him a great 
offensive rebounder. We also feel he can become a 
disruptive defender as he learns our system."  
 
At Dimond, Plooy was a first-team all-state honoree as a 
senior and a three-time All-Cook Inlet Conference pick, 
teaming with fellow UAA signee Travis Thompson to lead 
the Lynx to the 2009 Class 4A state title. At the state 
tournament two years ago, he averaged 14.0 points, 6.3 
rebounds and a tourney-best 3.3 assists per game, scoring 
16 points in the Lynx's 55-52 overtime win against 
Soldotna in the title contest.  
 
In addition to basketball, he will also suit up for the 
Seawolf track & field squad, bringing a variety of skills to 
head coach Michael Friess' team. Along with his 2009 state 
title in the triple jump with a leap of 45-9 1/4, Plooy also 
recorded personal-bests of 6-6 in the high jump and 21-5 in 
the long jump at Dimond.  
 
"Chris is a talented athlete and we think he has the chance 
to be competitive at both the conference and national 
level," Friess said. "His addition is another important step 
in the growth of our program."  
 
Seawolves Add Guard From Eastern Arizona (5/12/10) 
 
Alaska Anchorage has landed one of top junior-college 
talents in the West with the signing of Mario Gill to a 
National Letter of Intent. 
 
Gill, a 6-2, 190-pound guard, comes to UAA after two 
seasons at Eastern Arizona College in Thatcher, Ariz. As a 
sophomore in 2009-10, he averaged 13.1 points, 6.1 
rebounds and 2.2 assists per game, shooting 45 percent 
overall and 39 percent from three-point range. He shot 83 

percent from the free throw line as a freshman, with season 
averages of 12.4 points, 5.8 rebounds and 3.0 assists.  
 
“We are very happy with the addition of Mario to the 
Seawolf family,” said UAA coach Rusty Osborne, who will 
enter his seventh season as UAA’s head coach this fall.  
 
“He possesses all the characteristics we look for in a 
student-athlete. With the ability to play all three perimeter 
positions he is extremely versatile, but we expect him to 
have an immediate impact at the shooting guard spot. 
Mario is an outstanding shooter who also possesses the 
ability to penetrate and make his teammates better. In 
addition, his athletic skills allow him to be a very good 
defender and rebounder.” 
 
Before heading to Arizona, Gill enjoyed a highly decorated 
career as a prep star in his hometown of Portland, Ore. 
Playing for Wilson High School, he was named the 2008 
Portland Interscholastic League’s Player of the Year and 
garnered first-team all-state honors. He also represented 
Oregon at the prestigious Les Schwab Northwest Shootout 
all-star game following his senior campaign. 
 
“After playing in the very competitive Portland 6A PIL 
conference, Mario brings an additional two years of college 
experience to our lineup. We are looking forward to him 
representing UAA well both on and off the floorm" 
Osborne said. 
 
Seawolves Ink Two In Early-Signing Period (11/11/09) 
 
Alaska Anchorage received National Letters of Intent from 
in-state standouts Kyle Fossman of Haines and Travis 
Thompson of Anchorage on Wednesday the first date of the 
early signing period. 
 
"We are extremely excited about the signing of both of 
these young men," said sixth-year UAA coach coach Rusty 
Osborne. "They represent the best of Alaska high school 
basketball and are the future of Seawolf basketball."  
 
Fossman was the Anchorage Daily News State 3A Player 
of the Year as a sophomore when he led Haines to its first-
ever state title in 2008. In the state tourney that season, the 
6-1, 190-pound guard averaged 27.3 points per game, 
including 39 in a first-round win over Grace Christian and 
31 in the semifinals against Eielson.  
 
Fossman averaged 30 points per game as a junior last year, 
earning all-region honors. This season he is a candidate for 
Alaska Gatorade Player of the Year honors.  
 
Thompson, meanwhile, helped Dimond High to its first 
large-schools state title in 22 years as a junior last season, 
averaging 16 points per game during the regular season and 
earning honorable mention all-state honors from the ADN .  
 
The 6-0, 175-pound guard averaged 11.0 points, 3.0 assists 
and 3.0 steals per game in the Lynx's title run, shooting 4 of 
8 from three-point range.  
 



"Travis and Kyle can play either backcourt position and 
have skills that complement each other," Osborne added. 
"They are also both outstanding three-point shooters, which 
fits in perfectly with our system. Along with a legacy of 
state-championship success, they are also both incredibly 
hard workers who have a drive to compete. Rob Galosich at 
Dimond and Steve Fossman at Haines have coached them 
well to be prepared for the college game next year."  
 
Central Washington 
 
Wildcats Add Transfer From Seattle University (4/2/10) 
 
Guard Drew Harris, who prepped at Eisenhower High 
School in Yakima before a three-year collegiate career at 
Seattle University, has been accepted to attend Central 
Washington University this fall and is expected to join the 
Wildcat men's basketball program for the 2010-11 season. 
 
"We recruited Drew hard out of high school," CWU coach 
Greg Sparling said, "and we are very pleased that he has 
decided to come back and play his senior year at Central. 
Drew is a true point guard -- pass first, score second -- and 
will be a great addition to the Wildcat program. Being a 
true point guard, he will fill an immediate need that our 
program had with the graduation of (two-year starting point 
guard) Jon Clift."  
 
Harris (6-0, 170, Sr.) played in 65 games over three seasons 
with Seattle U, and had his best campaign in the Emerald 
City as a sophomore in 2008-09, averaging 5.9 points and 
2.5 assists per game while logging 20.3 minutes per contest 
for the Redhawks. He appeared in just 13 games this past 
winter before leaving the team. 
 
Harris is the nephew of former Wildcat guard Joe Harris, 
who had a CWU school-record 404 assists in two seasons 
from 1985-87. He played at Eisenhower High School, 
averaging 19.0 points, 7.0 assists, and 2.5 steals per game 
to earn team Most Valuable Player honors.  
 
A 2007 graduate of Eisenhower, he was a first-team 
selection to the Class 4A all-state and Columbia Basin Big 
Nine League teams during his senior season.  
 
Montana State Billings 
 
Yellowjackets Sign Forward From Oregon, Kansas JC 
(6/17/10) 
 
Six-six, power forward Tyler Barnes, a native of Tualatin, 
Ore., has signed a letter of intent to play basketball at 
Montana State Billings. 
 
Barnes was an All-Kansas Jayhawk Conference second 
team selection at Dodge City Community College this past 
year. "Getting Tyler was huge with our incoming recruiting 
class," MSUB head coach George Pfeifer said. "He is a 
multi-dimensional player. He can get buckets near the rim, 
in transition, off the bounce and from beyond the arc."  
 

This past season, Barnes averaged 13.2 points and 7.2 
rebounds per game and also shot 54 percent from the field.  
 
"The Jayhawk Conference is one of the top conferences in 
the country, so the quality of his production this past year is 
impressive," Pfeifer said. "We know he can rebound as in 
one game last season he hauled down 20. More important, 
Tyler is a competitor who is a proven winner, and who 
plays extremely hard at both ends of the court on every 
possession."  
 
During his senior year in high school, Barnes suffered an 
injury and saw limited time. During his junior year, he was 
a first team all-state selection scoring 16.7 points and 
pulling down 7.7 rebounds per game. He was named to the 
All-Pacific Nine Conference as his team reached the 
quarterfinals of the Oregon State High School tournament.  
 
In 2007-08, Barnes earned a number of accolades as he was 
named NWAACC Freshman of the Year (Northwest 
Athletic Association of Community Colleges), first team 
All-Southern NWAACC and first team All-NWAACC 
tournament at Umpqua Community College 
 
During his freshman season, Barnes averaged 17.5 points 
and 8.7 rebounds per game, while shooting an impressive 
62 percent from the field. He helped lead his team to a third 
place finish in the NWAACC tournament with a 25-6 
record.  
 
Yellowjackets Add Division I Transfer from Montana 
(6/14/10) 
 
Raason Young, who played last season at the University of 
Montana, will play this winter for Montana State 
University Billings.  
 
"Raason has the ability to be special player for us next 
year," MSUB coach George Pfeifer said. "First and 
foremost, he has won everywhere he has been. When you 
research his background, everyone quickly points out his 
'delightful demeanor'.  
 
"A coach, who has been in the business for almost 30 years, 
said that Raason was in his Top 10 for playing hard. He is a 
lefty with a really good 3-point stroke and great 
athleticism," Pfeiffer said.  
 
Young, a 6-6, 175 pound forward averaged 4.5 points in 31 
games for Montana as the Grizzlies reached the NCAA 
tournament. He shot 44 percent from the field as he 
knocked down 56 buckets and 27 triples, which was good 
for fifth most on the team.  
 
He scored a season-high 22 points against Boise State 
where he went a season-best eight of 14 from the field and 
knocked down a season-high six triples in 31 minutes of 
action. He also knocked down six triples against University 
of Great Falls (six of seven) and scored 20 points in 20 
minutes. 
 



Prior to Montana, Young, a native of Washington, D.C., 
attended Hagerstown Community College (Md.) where he 
was a first team All-Maryland JUCO selection and al-
region as a sophomore. He helped lead his team to a 22-9 
record and averaged 18.1 points, 4.7 rebounds and 1.1 
blocks per game.  
 
Young shot 45.6 percent from the field, 79.3 percent from 
the line and 37.1 percent from beyond the arc. He scored a 
career-high 42 points in a 117-93 win at the College of 
Southern Maryland.  
 
He played his freshman year at Missouri State University-
West Plains where he averaged 8.0 points and 4.0 rebounds 
per game helping lead his team to a 27-5 record.  
 
Young prepped at John F. Kennedy High School in Silver 
Spring, Maryland. He is the second Yellowjacket signee for 
2010-11 who competed in the NCAA tournament this past 
season. 
 
Yellowjackets Add Transfer from Utah State (6/4/10) 
 
Jaxon Myaer, who played last season at Utah State, will 
transfer to Montana State University Billings for the 2010-
11 season.  
 
"We are very excited to have Jaxon on our squad next 
year," MSUB coach George Pfeifer said. "He is a leader 
and a winner. At the end of the day, Jaxon knows how to 
manage a team and can make buckets." 
 
Myaer (pronounced My-err), who is a 5-10, 170 pound 
point guard from Salt Lake City, Utah, played the past two 
seasons for the Aggies and redshirted one season. He 
started the first six games of the season as a redshirt 
freshman in 2008-09 and played in 32 for the 
season. Myaer made 23 three-pointers, which ranked fourth 
on the team.  
 
This past season, he played in 34 of 35 games on a USU 
team that won the Western Athletic Conference title and 
went 27-8 earning a berth in the NCAA tournament.  
 
In high school, Myaer was named the Salt Lake Tribune's 
3A Most Valuable Player at Judge Memorial High School 
as he averaged 18.6 points and 6.5 assists per game. He 
earned first team all-state honors in basketball, along with 
first team all-state honors in football and was a second team 
all-state selection in baseball.  
 
During his final two years in high school, Myaer helped 
lead his team to a 46-4 record, a state championship as a 
junior and a third-place finish as a senior. He also was 
selected as an All-America nominee.  
 
MSUB Signs Another Player From Western Oklahoma 
(4/28/10) 
 
Western Oklahoma State College product Kevin Terry has 
signed a letter of intent to play basketball for Montana State 
University Billings.  

"Kevin is a special player," MSUB coach George Pfeifer 
said. "We have gotten several players from Western 
Oklahoma and most have ended with multiple GNAC 
accolades. I saw him in Dallas this fall and fell in love with 
how he made difficult plays very simple.  
 
"Without sounding too bold, I am confident Kevin has the 
ability to be one of the better players in our league next 
year. He has a very high basketball IQ and can really score 
the ball." 
 
Terry, a 6-1, 175 pound Brooklyn, N.Y., native, attended 
Paul Robeson High School where MSUB senior Derrick 
Wright prepped.  
 
He averaged 17.4 points, 3.4 rebounds and 5.6 assists his 
sophomore year at Western Oklahoma State College. Terry 
tallied 38 points against Clarendon and scored 30 points 
twice against Connors State which won the Sooner 
Conference and played in the NJCAA Tournament this past 
season.  
 
Wright and MSUB junior DeAndre Chambers both played 
at Western Oklahoma State College before coming to 
Billings.  
 
Prior to WOSC, Terry attended the University of 
Pittsburgh-Titusville as a freshman where he was selected 
as a NJCAA All-American. He averaged 22.7 points per 
game. From the end of January to the end of the season, 
Terry had eight straight games of scoring 30 or more points 
and tallied 40 or more points twice. 
 
Yellowjackets Add JC Transfers from Walla Walla, 
Casper (4/21/10)  
 
Emery Henning from Walla Walla Community College 
(Wash.) and Robert Mays from Casper College (Wyo). 
have signed letters of intent to play basketball at Montana 
State University Billings.  
 
Henning, a 6-10, Great Falls, Mont., native, was named to 
the NWAACC first team all-league team and earned 
NWAACC all-tournament team honors as a sophomore. He 
averaged 17.7 points and shot 62 percent from the floor and 
had a career-high 35 points at Skagit Valley in the 
Crossover Tournament. Henning averaged 7.1 rebounds per 
game and had six double-doubles.  
 
"Emery is the best you're going to get to coach," Walla 
Walla head coach Jeff Reinland said. "His improvement 
has been daily an ongoing and you can see the respect he 
earned from coaches in our league through the accolades he 
garnered. He is a great teammate and student, who just gets 
stuff done on the court."  
 
He scored 20 or more points nine times last season and shot 
70 percent from the line, while recording 2.8 blocks per 
game. Henning helped lead WWCC to a 23-6 record which 
was the second-best finish in school history and finished 
fourth in the NWAACC tournament.  
 



"Emery is s self-made player," MSUB coach George 
Pfeifer said. "He was not on a lot of people's radar coming 
out of Great Falls and during his time at WWCC, he has 
made great strides.  
 
"He has soft hands and can really pass out of the post. He 
can step out and shoot the ball and is very good with his 
back to the basket. He fills a stat line all the time and can 
score, rebound and block shots. Emery is not flashy night-
in-night-out, but he produces through both his mental and 
physical effort."  
 
Mayes, also who will be a junior in the fall, hails from 
Houston, Texas, and was an All-Region IX tournament 
selection on a Casper College team that was ranked as high 
as 24th nationally and posted a 24-9 record this past 
season.  
 
It was the most wins in over a decade for Casper. Mayes 
averaged 12.7 points and grabbed 6.7 rebounds per game, 
while shooting 52 percent from the field. He tallied a 
career-high 31 points and 19 rebounds in one game, and 
against nationally ranked College of Southern Idaho, he 
scored 15 points and eight rebounds.  
 
"We saw Robert play a lot and we see him as a 'holistic' 
type player," Pfeifer said. "He is one of those individuals 
who does everything really well. He is long, quick and 
bouncy as an athlete. He handles the ball well and can 
block shots and always is seeking rebounds.  
 
"He does a lot of things that don't show up in the stats - 
tracking down loose balls, deflecting passes and making 
others around him better players. We like to get out and run 
and Robert will fit well in that scheme. He plays really, 
really hard and is an effort guy."  
 
The 6-7 Mayes prepped at M.B. Smiley High School where 
he helped lead his team to play for the district 
championship all four years and winning the title in his 
sophomore and senior years.  
 
"Robert was not only valuable as a scorer and rebounder, 
but Robert is a tremendous kid of very high character," 
Casper College head coach Joel Davidson said. "He is a 
great person, great teammate and will be a great addition to 
the Yellowjacket program. He is someone we counted on to 
defend multiple positions night in and night out."  
 
Northwest Nazarene 
 
Crusaders Add Two-Sport Athlete from Alaska 
(7/22/10)  
 
Kevin Rima, a product of Hutchinson High School in 
Fairbanks, Alaska, has signed a letter of commitment to 
attend Northwest Nazarene and compete in basketball and 
track and field for the Crusaders. 
 
The 6-6, 220 pound Rima averaged 21 points, 13 rebounds 
and three blocks per game last winter for Hutchinson. In 

the spring, he won his second straight Alaska 3A State 
Championship in the shot put.  
 
"Kevin is an extremely gifted athlete and puts that to good 
use on the basketball court by being a relentless rebounder 
and active shot- blocker," NNU associate head coach 
Brandon Rinta said. "He also has the ability to spread the 
floor on the offensive end by being able to step out and 
shoot it."  
 
Rima enjoyed a decorated high school athletic career, 
earning both first-team Alaska 3A state basketball honors 
and All-Aurora Conference accolades as a junior and 
senior. His Hutchinson High School team captured the 
Alaska 3A state basketball championship in 2009 and he 
was named the Hutchinson High team MVP in 2010.  
 
On the track, Rima won three Alaska 3A state 
championships (two in the shot and one in the discus) and 
six Alaska Region VI titles in the shot put (2009-10), 
discus (2009-10), long jump (2009) and triple jump (2010). 
He also finished as the runner-up at the state 
championships in the 2009 and 2010 lonj jump, 2010 triple 
jump and 2010 discus. 
 
"Kevin will join an excellent group of throwers coming in 
as freshmen t and he has the championship experience at 
the state level that we look for," NNU head track & field 
coach John Spatz said. "He also has the work ethic and 
coachability that should see him make some great 
improvements in just his first year of college track and 
field."  
 
Crusaders Sign NWAACC All-Star From Tacoma CC 
(4/23/10) 
 
Darious Walker, a NWAACC first team all-conference 
selection from Tacoma CC, has signed a National Letter-
of-Intent to attend Northwest Nazarene and play basketball 
for the Crusaders.  
 
Walker (F, 6-5, 215, Federal Way, WA - Decatur) averaged 
14 points, seven rebounds and shot 60 percent from the 
field last season as his team finished third in the NWAACC 
Championships with an overall record of 25-4.  
 
Over the course of his career at Tacoma CC, Darious 
helped lead his team to a 51-9 overall record.  
 
"We are really excited to be adding Darious to our front 
line next season," NNU associate head coach Brandon 
Rinta said.  
 
"He comes from one of the most successful junior college 
programs in the Northwest in Tacoma Community 
College. They do a great job of instilling a tough defensive 
mindset and that is what Darious will be able to bring to the 
table immediately next season."  
 
Darious was a three-time South Puget Sound League all-
conference selection at Decatur ;eading his team to three 
straight Washington state tournament appearances. Walker 



averaged 15.0 points and 10.0 rebounds per game as a 
senior.  
 
Seattle Pacific 
 
Falcons Add Another Big Man to 2010-11 Roster 
(6/21/10) 
 
Modou Niang, a 6-foot-10 center who spent the last three 
years at Utah State, is transferring to Seattle Pacific for the 
2010-11 season.  
 
"We're excited about Modou. He adds a lot of size and 
athleticism to our program," said second-year coach Ryan 
Looney. "At stretches last season we didn't do a very good 
job defending the post and he will definitely provide a 
service for us in that area.  
 
"When we've watched Modou play, he's really been able to 
guard the block and not only prevent the ball from getting 
in there, but it's been hard for people to score over the top 
of him as well. He will also definitely provide a service in 
rebounding, both offensively and defensively."  
 
Niang played 21 games and started once last season at Utah 
State. He shot 62 percent from the field while averaging 2.7 
points and 1.6 rebounds per game. Niang had career highs 
of 13 points and seven rebounds against Weber State on 
Dec. 23, 2009.  
 
The native of Richard Toll, Senegal played 18 games as a 
freshman in 2007-08 at Utah State. He participated in eight 
games during 2008-09 before claiming a medical redshirt 
year after breaking his hand.  
 
Niang prepped at Hachioji High School in Tokyo, Japan. 
As a senior he averaged 32.3 points, 18.7 rebounds, 4.6 
assists and 3.6 blocked shots while converting a remarkable 
75 percent of his shots from the field. Hachioji placed 
fourth at Japan's National High School Championships his 
senior season and third his sophomore year.  
 
During his senior high school season, Niang amassed 
single-game career highs of 51 points and 40 rebounds.  
 
Niang is the second Division I big man to transfer to SPU 
this year, joining 6-foot-11 sophomore Andy Poling who 
came from Gonzaga.  
 
"We could cause some matchup problems for other teams 
with our size. That's the plan," Looney said. "It will be a 
good combination because Andy is very skilled on offense 
and can cause a lot of problems on that end of the floor. 
Modou is just as talented defensively. He can create some 
problems for other people trying to score around the 
basket."  
 
Falcons Sign Three To National Letters (4/14/10) 
 
High school seniors Riley Carel and Cory Hutsen along 
with junior college standout Jeff Dorman have signed 
letters of intent to attend Seattle Pacific University. 

A 6-foot-2 guard, Carel was the 2010 Washington state 
Class 3A co-Player of the Year. He averaged 12.7 points, 
6.9 rebounds and 4.4 assists to lead Enumclaw to a 27-1 
record. The Hornets advanced to the state championship 
game, which they lost 51-50 to Union.  
 
Carel had a double-double in the championship game with 
11 points and 10 rebounds. A two-time South Puget Sound 
League 3A MVP, he was ranked as the state's 10th best 
prep guard by NorthwestHoops.com .  
 
"Riley is a winner. He and his team at Enumclaw High 
School had a tremendous season this year," SPU coach 
Ryan Looney said. "Riley understands what it means to 
compete and has been coached very well in that area. We 
feel like we just added a lot of toughness to our roster with 
the addition of Riley Carel."  
 
Hutsen is a 6-8 forward from Skyline (Wash.) High School. 
He led the team to the 2010 Class 4A tournament, just the 
school's second state berth. The Spartans finished eighth, 
completing the season with a 22-5 record.  
 
A first-team All-KingCo selection, Hutsen, who was 
ranked as the No. 6 forward in the state of Washington by 
NorthwestHoops.com, averaged 15.6 points and 7.0 
rebounds per game. He poured in 29 points against 
Issaquah on Feb. 12.  
 
"Cory will have a chance to become a great player in the 
GNAC. He has the ability to play inside and outside, which 
will be good for our system on offense," Looney said.  
 
Dorman is a 6-2 guard who led Clackamas (Ore.) 
Community College to consecutive Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community Colleges (NWAACC) 
championships. Dorman was named to the all-tournament 
team and the Southern Division all-star squad.  
 
He averaged 19.5 points, 4.1 rebounds and 3.5 assists as a 
sophomore at Clackamas. Dorman prepped at Prairie High 
School in Vancouver, Wash. He was voted the MVP of the 
Greater Saint Helens League as a senior after averaging 
13.1 points and 4.9 assists to lead Prairie to its fourth 
straight Class 4A state tournament berth.  
 
"We like Jeff's toughness and understanding of the game," 
Looney said. "He gives us some experience on the 
perimeter and one more shooter on our roster. Jeff will be a 
great fit with what we already have on our team."  
 
Gonzaga Big Man To Play at Seattle Pacific (4/13/10) 
 
Andy Poling, a 6-foot-11, 230-pound post player who 
competed last season as a red-shirt freshman at Gonzaga, 
has transferred to Seattle Pacific.. Poling has three seasons 
of eligibility remaining and and can play for the Falcons in 
the 2010-11 men's basketball campaign.  
 
"We think Andy can be a really special player in our 
conference," said Coach Ryan Looney. "Last year, if we 
had some trouble at the end of the season it was because we 



had a lack of size. So, to add Andy to our roster is going to 
be a huge addition for us."  
 
Poling played six games for Gonzaga before announcing in 
early January his desire to transfer. He hit 4 of 5 shots from 
the field, averaging 1.8 points and 1.8 rebounds in 23 
minutes for the Bulldogs.  
 
Poling prepped at Westview High School in Portland, Ore. 
where he was a three-time All-Metro League selection. He 
averaged 17.5 points per game as a senior, helping the 
Wildcats to the second round of the Oregon Class 6A 
Tournament.  
 
Poling was rated one of the top-20 prep centers in the 
nation by scouting services. "We feel like he'll be a really 
nice fit for our system on offense because he can play 
around the hoop, but he can also step out and function on 
the perimeter. Andy is extremely big, but he is very skilled 
too.  
 
Downs, Todd Sign With Falcons (11/16/09) 
 
Two local prep standouts, David Downs and Ryan Todd, 
have signed letters of intent to attend Seattle Pacific 
University and play basketball. 
 
A 6-foot-2 guard from nearby Bellevue Christian (Wash.) 
High School, Downs averaged 17.6 points, 5.1 rebounds 
and 4.5 assists last season en route to Emerald City League 
MVP honors. He erupted for 35 points on Dec. 6, 2008 
against Newport.  
 
Downs was ranked the No. 5 guard in the state of 
Washington by NorthwestHoops.com. A first-team all-
conference pick, Downs led Bellevue Christian to the 
Emerald City championship with a 12-0 league record.  
 
Downs was a first-team all-tournament selection, helping 
the Vikings to a 19-8 record and sixth-place finish in the 
Washington Class A playoffs.  
 
Downs continues a legacy of family members at Seattle 
Pacific. His brother, Jeff, is currently a junior wing for the 
Falcons. His father, Mike, was a four-year SPU letterman 
from 1974-77.  
 
"We are excited about the addition of David Downs. His 
family is very well known in the SPU community," SPU 
coach Ryan Looney said. "David's brother Jeff and father 
Mike have both played for SPU. He is very talented on 
offense and is one of the best shooters we saw while on the 
road recruiting."  
 
Todd is a high-scoring 6-foot-3 guard from Jackson High 
School in Mill Creek, Wash. He was rated by 
NorthwestHoops.com as the No. 6 guard among 
Washington state prep players.  
 
A first-team All-Wesco South selection in 2009, Todd 
averaged 20.3 points per game as a junior. He helped lead 
the Timberwolves to a 14-10 record last season.  

Todd was named to the 2009 All-Area team compiled by 
The Everett Herald . "Ryan will be a great addition to our 
program," exclaimed Looney. "He understands the game 
and plays extremely hard.."  
 
Simon Fraser 
 
Clan Sign Four Prep Players for 2010-11 Season 
(9/2/10) 
 
Amrit Gill (Vancouver, B.C.), Alexander Ricketts (Sandy, 
Utah), Ibrahim Appiah (Montreal, QC) and Matt Cochran 
(Tustin, CA) make up James Blake's first high school 
recruiting class at Simon Fraser University.  
 
“We wanted to target size and athleticism to deepen our 
team up front, and I feel these four players helped 
accomplish that goal,” said Blake of the four recruits. “I'm 
extremely pleased with how this recruiting class has turned 
out.”  
 
Gill joins SFU after playing at St. George's last season. The 
6-7 small forward is a raw talent who helped keep St. 
George's ranked in the AAA Top 10 rankings during the 
2009-10 season.  
 
“[Gill] is a very skilled small forward,” says Blake. “He's 
athletic, and can get to the basket.”  
 
Ricketts, a 6-8 power forward, joins Simon Fraser after 
playing at Brighton High School in Utah. A four-year 
varsity basketball player at Brighton, Ricketts also was a 
member of the Olympic Development Program in soccer, 
and was ranked as the No.1 Tough Guy by Intermountain 
Hoops Scouting Services.  
 
“[Ricketts] brings both size and toughness to our team,” 
says Blake. “He's a force inside.”  
 
Appiah, a 6-6 small forward from Montreal, played at 
CEGEP at Champlain, where he was team captain of the 
2008-09 Provincial Championship team.  
 
“[Appiah] is a player that likes to get up and down the 
floor,” says Blake. “He's extremely athletic.”  
 
Cochran, a 6-9 centre from California, played at Foothill 
High School and averaged ten points and ten rebounds per 
game as the team won over 30 games and the CIF 
Championship in Southern California.  
 
“[Cochran] is a true back to the basket post player,” says 
Blake. “You can't teach Matt's size, he can crash and bang 
inside for us.”  
 
Clan Adds Three Including Former Seattle U Player 
(8/27/10) 
 
Simon Fraser University Clan first year head coach James 
Blake has added three transfer players to his 2010-11 men's 
basketball roster.  
 



Ricky Berry (Phoenix, AZ), Justin Brown (Oakland, CA) 
and Conner Lewis (North Vancouver, B.C.) have 
committed to Blake for the Clan's first season in NCAA 
Division II and the Great Northwest Athletic Conference.  
 
"It's an exciting group, we are getting three guys who add a 
lot of talent and experience to our roster immediately," said 
Blake of the transfers. "Next season is going to be a 
challenge with it being our first year in the GNAC, and I 
wanted to add players who have comparable experience, 
and in a short amount of time I think I've been able to 
accomplish exactly that."  
 
Berry, a 6-3 shooting guard, joins SFU after playing three 
seasons at Seattle University, including seven games last 
season in NCAA Division I. Averaging 3.7 points in 2009-
10, Berry missed only one free throw on the year.  
 
As a sophomore at Seattle, Berry started 25 of 27 games, 
scored a season high 21 points in a 93-70 victory over 
Concordia (N.Y.), shot 40 per cent from the floor and 
finished third on the team in scoring, averaging 9.5 points 
per game.  
 
"Ricky is a dead-eye three-point shooter," says Blake. "On 
top of that, he brings GNAC playing experience from his 
time with Seattle [Seattle played in the GNAC before 
moving to Division I last season]."  
 
Brown, a 6-0 point guard, joins SFU after spending two 
seasons at NCAA Division I Cal Poly. In two years with 
the Mustangs, Brown played in 22 games each season, 
starting four in 2009-10. Last season Brown averaged 4.9 
points per game, 17.1 minutes per game, and shot 34 per 
cent from beyond the three-point arc.  
 
"Justin is a pure point guard," says Blake. "He's got the 
tools to excel in the GNAC, and we will look to him to run 
our offence."  
 
Lewis, a 6-0 combination guard, transferred to Simon 
Fraser after spending last season at Capilano University. A 
former standout at Windsor Secondary, Lewis will provide 
depth at the guard position. Playing in 16 games for the 
Blues last year, Lewis averaged 12.88 points per game to 
finish in 12th in BCCAA scoring.  
 
"Connor has good playmaking and scoring ability," adds 
Blake. "He can play at either guard position, which will be 
incredibly beneficial as the season progresses."  
 
Western Oregon 
 
Wolves Sign Two More Players For 2010-11 Season 
(8/9/10) 
 
Western Oregon's 2010-11 men's basketball recruiting class 
has grown by two members as Jamaal Veal and Manny 
Lopez have each agreed to join the Wolves for the 
upcoming season.  
 

Veal is a 6-5 shooting guard that will come to WOU after a 
two-year stint at Chaffey College in Rancho Cucamonga , 
Calif. As a sophomore, Veal shot 43 percent from behind 
the arc to lead the Panthers.  
 
"Jamaal understands the game and is a great team player," 
said Western Oregon head coach Craig Stanger. "Depth is a 
huge issue in the GNAC and with Jamaal I feel we have 
significantly deepened our guard depth.  
 
"He has shown great perimeter ball handling, explosive 
ability, rebounding strength and shooting skills that will 
compliment our other guards very well," Stanger continued.  
 
"Jamaal is the big, athletic guard that causes match up 
problems for most teams," Jeff Klein, who coached Veal in 
junior college, said. "He is unselfish and is an excellent on 
ball defender. Jamaal has the potential to be an all 
conference player in the GNAC."  
 
The Wolves also inked forward Manny Lopez (Bronx, NY) 
out of Treasure Valley CC to a financial aid agreement. 
Lopez will redshirt this season.  
 
California JC Player Inks Letter With Wolves (6/25/10) 
 
Rhett Richardson, a 6-8 center from Sacramento, Calif., 
and Sierra Junior College, has inked a national letter of 
intent with Western Oregon University.  
 
"Rhett will be able to provide significant physicality and 
athleticism to our front line," WOU coach Craig Stanger 
said. "With his ability to play above the rim, Rhett will 
improve our ability to defend the paint and control the 
boards. His blue collar work ethic and team mindset forces 
his team mates to work hard.  
 
"Richardson will be a nice compliment to Jordan 
(Freelander), DeAngelo (Davis) and Kris (White) who 
signed (in May). 2010 is looking to be a very solid 
recruiting class," Stanger said.  
 
Wolves Get Forward from Central Arizona (4/28/10) 
 
Kris White became the third member of the Western 
Oregon men's basketball 2010-11 recruiting class signing a 
national letter of intent. 
 
White, a 6-4 junior forward, comes to WOU from Central 
Arizona Community College where he averaged 9.1 points 
per game, 7.2 rebounds, 1.8 blocks and shot 61 percent 
from the field. 
 
"Kris is an explosive player who is able to play bigger than 
his size and will be an excellent addition to our program," 
said Western Oregon head coach Craig Stanger. "Kris has a 
great ability to get to the rim, is a solid passer and 
rebounder and always seems to be around the ball. He just 
knows how to play.  
 
"Our full court, uptempo style will be enhanced through his 
contributions," Stanger said. "We are excited he has chosen 



to further his academics and athletics here at Western 
Oregon. Kris will provide immediate help in replacing the 
valuable contributions of graduating seniors (Rico) Myles 
and (Matt) Schmidt."  
 
Both Myles and Schmdt averaged 13.1 points per game for 
the Wolves this past season.  
 
White also made a strong impression on his associate head 
coach at Central Arizona CC, Jud Kinne, who offered these 
words.  
 
"Kris is a hard working, blue collar player who will set the 
tone in practice and games with his energy and effort in 
every drill and during every play," Central Arizona 
associate head coach Jud Kline said. "He has an infectious 
smile and is of the highest character. He is a young man 
who does not expect anyone to give him anything and does 
not carry himself with a sense of entitlement.  
 
"He is the kind of basketball player that you can make the 
face of your program around campus, as he will always be 
well liked by the faculty and staff. He plays the game with 
passion and heart and has a definite 'old school' flair to his 
play."  
 
Wolves Add Point Guard From California JC (4/20/10) 
 
Jordan Freelander, a 5-10 point guard out of Santa Rosa 
Junior College, has signed a national letter-of-intent to play 
basketball at Western Oregon University. 
 
Freelander averaged 12.0 points per game and earned all-
conference honors at SRJC. He also amassed 91 steals 
during his two seasons with the Bear Cubs to rank second 
in school history. He was named captain of the squad his 
sophomore season, as well as MVP of the Kringle Kringle 
Tournament.  
 
Freelander played high school ball at Central Catholic in 
Portland , Ore. , where he was a three-year member of the 
varsity squad and a two-year captain. He earned player of 
the year honors in the Mt. Hood Conference as a senior 
while leading his team in points, steals and assists. He was 
also picked to the all-state team as an honorable mention 
and to the Oregon Coaches All-Star game.  
 
"Jordan is a tenacious defender who has the ability to 
frustrate other point guards," said Western Oregon head 
coach Craig Stanger. "We have known about Jordan since 
he played high school ball in Portland and we are pleased 
he has chosen to return to the state of Oregon to play here 
at WOU.  
 
"He is a solid point who distributes well, yet shoots the 
'three' with precision if left open," continued Stanger. " 
Jordan will fit in well with our uptempo style because he is 
a good athletic leader that makes great decisions on the 
court."  
 
"Jordan has been a very good player for our team over the 
past two seasons," added his junior college coach Craig 

McMillan. "He is as hard of a worker as we have ever had 
and is an excellent teammate. He has made steady progress 
throughout his time here and this season he was our team 
captain, a first team all-conference player and was our most 
valuable player. He is the type of person, and player that 
every coach would want in his program."  
 
Wolves Sign Leading Prep Scorer in Oregon 6A 
Basketball (4/15/10) 
 
DeAngelo Davis, a 6-0 guard out of Beaverton High 
School, has signed a national letter of intent with Western 
Oregon University. 
 
Davis was the leading scorer in Oregon 6A basketball last 
season averaging 19.8 points per game and earning a 
McDonald's All-American nomination. He averaged 5.4 
rebounds per game, 2.3 assists and 2.1 steals en route to 
being named an all-state honorable mention. He was also a 
two-time first team All-Metro conference selection.  
 
"DeAngelo is a very athletic, heady ball player who gets a 
lot done for his team," said WOU head coach Craig 
Stanger. 
 
"Besides scoring, he is a top defender who is very active 
and very good in the open court. We are excited to have a 
player of D's caliber join our program and look for him to 
have an immediate impact in our guard rotation."  
 
Western Washington 
 
Vikings Get Transfer from Washington State (6/15/10) 
 
Guard John Allen, who played in 13 games last season as a 
redshirt freshman at Washington State, has accepted a 
scholarship to play basketball at Western Washington 
University beginning this fall.  
 
The 6-foot Allen was a walk-on for the Cougars after not 
playing his senior season at Mountlake Terrace High 
School . As a junior for the Hawks, he earned second-team 
all-Western Conference honors, averaging 16 points per 
game and setting school single-game scoring record with 
39 points against Mountain View .  
 
"We've known about John since high school and he gained 
good experience in the Washington State program," said 
WWU coach Brad Jackson . "He's a tough, hard-nosed 
player, who should fit well into our style of play."  
 
Allen also earned two varsity letters at Shorewood High 
School . As a sophomore, he was a second-team all-
conference pick averaging 13.1 points.  
 
Yakima Valley Guard To Play for Western Washington 
(5/11/10) 
 
Guard Rico Wilkins, who earned region MVP honors at 
Yakima Valley CC two years ago, has signed a National 
Letter of Intent to play basketball at Western Washington. 
 



The 6-foot Wilkins was the NWAACC Eastern Region 
MVP in 2008-09 at Yakima Valley CC. He averaged 15.8 
points and 1.8 steals for the Yaks, helping them to a 22-6 
record and the playoff semifinals. Wilkins, who played in 
the NWAACC All-Star game, scored 35 points versus 
Bellevue CC.  
 
As a sophomore, Wilkins averaged 20.8 points at Grayson 
County CC in Dennison, Texas . He scored 47 points 
versus a Murray State frosh team and 41 points versus Paris 
CC.  
 
Wilkins was a Texas Roundball.com all-State and Dallas 
Morning News Tribune all-Area pick as a senior at DeSoto 
(Tex.) High School. He helped the Eagles to a 34-5 record 
and the regional semifinals, being named the District 5 5A 
Offensive MVP.  
 
"Rico is a very explosive player with the ability to get to 
the basket and shoot from outside," said Jackson. "He gives 
an added dimension of quickness to our backcourt."  
 
Highline CC Guard Signs With Vikings (5/10/10)  
 
Guard Shedrick Nelson, who helped Highline Community 
College to two post-season playoff appearances, has signed 
a national letter of intent to play basketball at Western 
Washington University beginning this fall.  
 
Nelson, a 6-foot-3 junior, attended Lewis-Clark State 
College for one semester last fall, but did not play for the 
Warriors.  
 
Nelson spent the previous two seasons at HCC. As a 
sophomore, he earned first-team Northwest Athletic 
Association for Community Colleges all-Western Region 
honors, helping Thunderbirds to 22-9 record and 
NWAACC playoff semifinals. Nelson averaged 14.3 points 
and 6.6 rebounds, shooting 43.4 percent (66-of-152) from 
3-point range.  
 
As a freshman, Nelson was a second-team all-region pick 
on an HCC team that finished 18-13 and reached the post-
season playoffs, averaging 10.0 points and 5.0 rebounds.  
 
"Shedrick is a strong player and an excellent shooter," said 
WWU coach Brad Jackson (26th year). "He brings 
experience and has proven to be a high percentage shooter 
from the three-point line which will provide added 
firepower to our backcourt."  
 
Nelson was a first-team all-Narrows League Bridge 
Division choice and participated in the WIAA Class 4A/3A 
all-star game as a senior at Wilson High School in 
Tacoma. The team captain, he averaged 23.5 points and 5.0 
rebounds.  
 

Dickerson To Play For Western Washington (5/7/10) 
 
Derek Dickerson, a senior guard at Squalicum High School, 
has signed a National Letter of Intent to play for the 
Vikings.  
Dickerson was a first-team Class 2A all-State selection and 
Bellingham Herald all-Whatcom County Player of the 
Year, helping the Storm to a 26-1 record, league and 
district titles for the third consecutive season and a second 
straight state championship.  
 
"We are very pleased about Derek's decision to join our 
university and basketball program," said WWU coach Brad 
Jackson, who coach Derek's dad Tim back in the 1980s.  
 
"His accomplishments are numerous both on the floor and 
in the classroom. He comes out of a highly successful 
program and was taught by a truly outstanding mentor in 
Dave Dickson. It is a wonderful privilege to have the 
opportunity to coach Derek after coaching his dad Tim 
many years ago."  
 
The state tournament MVP and a first-team Northwest 
Conference all-star, Dickerson played in the Northwest 
Shootout in mid-April between prep standouts from the 
states of Oregon and Washington .  
 
Dickerson finished third in the NWC with an 18.9 scoring 
average, making 101-of-253 (40 percent) three-pointers. He 
set school records for three-point makes in a season (101) 
and career (237) and for most consecutive games making 
one or more threes (56).  
 
The 6-foot Dickerson scored 32 points, one short of his 
career high, in a 92-69 win over Burlington-Edison at the 
2A Northwest District championship game. That effort 
came just four days after having his appendix removed.  
 
As a junior, Dickerson was a first-team state all-tournament 
pick and second-team all-league choice on a state title-
winning 26-1 squad, averaging 14.0 points. He started as a 
sophomore on a team that finished third at the Class 3A 
state tournament.  
 
Planning to major in business/finance, Dickerson posted a 
3.95 (4.0 scale) grade point average at SQH. Dickerson's 
father Tim earned NAIA District 1 all-star honors as a 
guard at Western in 1987-88, helping the Vikings to a 28-8 
record, a district title, and the second round at the national 
tournament.  
 
Tim finished his four-year WWU career as the school's 
assist leader (412) and second in scoring (1,347), setting 
school season records for 3-point makes (90) and 
percentage (.446) and career marks for 3-point percentage 
(.442) and consecutive games making one or more 3-
pointers (39). 

 



2009-10 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
UAA Adds Two State Players To Roster (10/19/09)  
 
A pair of former Alaska prep standouts – South 
Anchorage's Aaron Stevens and Point Hope's Ryan Rock – 
have been added to the 2009-10 University of Alaska 
Anchorage roster.  
 
Stevens, a 6-8, 200-pound forward, played last season at 
Highline Community College in Washington, averaging 4.5 
points, 4.0 rebounds and shooting 51 percent from the field 
as the Thunderbirds went 22-9 and won the NWAACC 
West Division title. As a senior at South, Stevens earned 
first-team all-state honors from the Anchorage Daily News 
in 2008, helping the Wolverines to their first Class 4A state 
title.  
 
Rock, a 6-1, 205-pound guard, was the captain of last year's 
Point Hope squad that won the school's first 2A state title 
since 2001. A three-time all-region honoree, he averaged 
24 points, 6 assists and 5 rebounds as a senior, finishing his 
career with 24 points in the championship victory over 
Noorvik.  
 
“Both of these young men are excellent additions to our 
program,” said sixth-year UAA coach Rusty Osborne. 
“Aaron is an impressive athlete who really solidifies our 
depth in the frontcourt. Ryan brings solid guard skills, is an 
incredibly hard worker, and has shown that he's a winner.”  
 
Alaskan To Play For Seawolves (9/14/09) 
 
Former Nome-Beltz High School star Jesse Blandford has 
joined the Alaska Anchorage basketball program.  
 
A two-time first team All-State selection by the Anchorage 
Daily News, Blandford led Nome-Beltz to an ASAA Class 
3A State runner-up finish last winter. The 6-0, 180-pound 
guard paced the Nanooks in scoring (23.0 ppg), steals and 
three-point percentage (.420) as they finished with a 22-5 
record and their second consecutive Western Conference 
championship.  
 
As a junior, Blandford piloted his club to a 24-4 mark and a 
third-place finish at the state tournament, averaging 19.6 
points per contest. With over 200 three-pointers made, he 
finished as Nome-Beltz's leading career scorer with 1,863 
points.  
 
“Jesse is a tremendous young man as well as an excellent 
student, and we are excited to have him join the Seawolf 
family,” said UAA head coach Rusty Osborne, who begins 
his sixth season as head coach when the Seawolves hit the 
practice floor in mid-October. “He is a great shooter 
coming off an outstanding high school career. We expect 
Jesse to continue in the recent tradition of success we have 

had with Alaska 3A high school standouts such as Carl 
Arts, Chris Bryant and Lonnie Ridgeway.”  
 
Seawolves Add JC Standout from Los Angeles (8/21/09) 
 
Alaska Anchorage has added another versatile front-court 
player to its 2009-10 roster with the signing of L.A. junior 
college standout Nick Pacitti to a National Letter of Intent.  
 
The 6-6, 225-pound forward comes to UAA after earning 
All-South Coast Conference first-team honors as a 
sophomore last season at Los Angeles Trade Tech College 
where he averaged 13.1 points, 6.5 rebounds and 4.2 assists 
per game. Pacitti was an honorable mention all-league pick 
as a freshman in 2007-08, despite it being just his first 
season of organized basketball.  
 
“Nick will be one of the most skilled forward in our league, 
and our challenge will be to put him in the position on the 
court where he can help us have the most success,” said 
UAA coach Rusty Osborne.  
 
“We are extremely excited that he has chosen our program. 
His versatility in playing many positions will give us a lot 
of flexibility. He is strong and athletic enough to play in the 
post, but also has great ball skills as evidenced by his assist 
totals.  
 
 “Nick is a late bloomer in basketball terms, and his age 
(24) and life experience, along with his passion, should be 
invaluable as we blend this group together.”  
 
Seawolves Sign JC Standout To Play Post (7/22/09) 
 
Ryan Parker, who averaged 14.5 points, 5.6 rebounds and 
2.6 assists at Sierra College in Rocklin, Calif., has signed a 
National Letter of Intent to play basketball at the University 
of Alaska Anchorage.  
 
Parker, a 6-7, 230-pound forward, also shot 47 percent 
from the floor and 68 percent at the free throw line. He was 
the sixth-leading scorer in the Big 8 Conference, scoring 20 
or more points six times including a season-high 25 in a 
win over Sacramento City College.  
 
The Sacramento native played his freshman season at 
Division I Alabama A&M. In 18 games, he had 20 points 
and 19 rebounds.  
 
“Ryan is an extremely versatile big man who will provide a 
great post-up presence along with the ability to pass the 
ball,” said UAA coach Rusty Osborne. “With his Division I 
experience and his success at the JC level, we know we are 
getting a veteran player who can step in right away and 
compete at a high level.”  
 
As a prep, Parker helped lead Center High School to the 
sectional semifinals all three of his varsity seasons, 
including the championship his sophomore campaign. In 
2005-06 he was named the Central Valley Conference 
MVP, and he twice received All-City recognition.  
 



“In addition to his basketball accomplishments, Ryan will 
be a terrific addition as a teammate,” Osborne added. “I 
think his tenacity on the court and his friendly demeanor 
will make him a fan favorite the next two years.”  
 
Parker is the second former Division I player to sign with 
UAA joining center Malcolm Campbell (So., C, 6-9, 255, 
Los Angeles , Calif. /Fairfax HS) from the University of 
Hartford.  
 
JC Guard To Play for Alaska Anchorage (7/16/09) 
 
Donnie Lao, a junior college guard from Snow College in 
Ephraim, Utah, has signed a National Letter of Intent to 
play for the University of Alaska Anchorage. 
 
The 6-2, 190 pound Lao had 241 assists in his two seasons 
at Snow. As a sophomore, he earned All-Scenic West 
Athletic Conference second team all-star honors averaging 
10.8 points, 3.7 assists, 2.9 rebounds, and shooting 48 
percent from the field, 41 percent on three-pointers, and 80 
percent from the free throw line.  
 
“As an all-league performer in one of the best JC leagues in 
the country, Donnie gives us a very talented and 
experienced point guard in our backcourt,” said UAA 
coach Rusty Osborne. “He can distribute the ball, but is 
also a great shooter with the ability to score. He comes 
from a defensive-minded system, which should make an 
easier transition into our program.”  
 
Lao played his prep ball at Hillcrest High School in 
Midvale, Utah , where he gained first-team all-state and 
Region 2 MVP honors as a senior. He was also second-
team all-state as a junior, leading the Huskies to back-to-
back region titles. 
 
“Donnie has demonstrated tremendous toughness and 
leadership both in high school and junior college,” Osborne 
added. “I believe the combination of Donnie, Steve White 
and Bryce Arnott gives us three talented point guards for 
the present and the future.”  
 
Seawolves Sign Former Division I Player (7/13/09) 
 
Alaska Anchorage got a big boost in the middle Monday as 
UAA head coach Rusty Osborne announced that Division I 
transfer Malcolm Campbell, of Los Angeles, Calif., has 
signed a scholarship agreement.  
 
Campbell , a 6-9, 255-pound center, comes to UAA after 
two years at the University of Hartford ( Conn. ), where he 
saw limited action in his redshirt freshman season in 2008-
09.  
 
“Malcolm gives us a true post presence inside,” Osborne 
said. “His size, along with his ability to finish plays, will 
help open up our perimeter shooters. In addition, he also 
has the ability to step out and hit a jump shot himself.”  
 
As a three-year letterwinner at storied Fairfax High School 
, Campbell was a major contributor on the 2006-07 Lions 

team that won the L.A. City and CIF Southern Section 
State titles. He averaged 11 points and nine rebounds as 
FHS went 28-5 and was nationally ranked much of the 
season.  
 
“Although he has yet to play big minutes in college, 
Malcolm played at a very high level in high school and has 
the chance to be a force in our league,” added Osborne, 
who is 93-57 in five seasons as UAA's head coach. “He 
runs the floor extremely well and has a skill set that is 
conducive to our system. Defensively his size and 
wingspan will be an added dimension. We expect Malcolm 
to have a tremendous impact at UAA the next three years.”  
 
UAA Signs Another Australian (7/8/09) 
 
Bryce Arnott, a 6-1, 185-pound point guard from Clyde, 
Australia, has signed a national letter intent to play 
basketball with the University of Alaska Anchorage. 
 
Arnott is currently representing his country in the FIBA 
Under-19 World Championship in New Zealand where he 
has averaged 1.6 points, 2.8 rebounds and 1.6 assists (8-2 
assist-turnover ratio) in five games (through July 8).  
 
“We are excited Bryce chose to be a Seawolf. He turned 
down some other very good programs to come to 
Anchorage ,” said UAA head coach Rusty Osborne , who 
enters his sixth season at the helm in 2009-10.  
 
“He is a strong, aggressive player with a great competitive 
personality. He will bring a high level of toughness and 
leadership to our backcourt. He not only has the ability to 
run a team, but can score from the point guard position as 
well.”  
 
Arnott previously played on Australia national and Victoria 
state squads since age 13, including spots on Victoria 's 
bronze- and gold-medal U20 teams in 2008 and 2009. 
During the regular season, he has starred for his local 
Dandenong Rangers youth league team.  
 
“Although only a freshman, Bryce brings extensive 
national and international experience,” added Osborne. 
“His participation in the U19 World Championship this 
summer will be invaluable as he makes the transition to 
college basketball. He will have played over 20 games in 
France, Australia and New Zealand against the elite players 
his age worldwide. We feel fortunate to have added such a 
quality young player to our program.”  
 
Arnott becomes the fifth Australian to join the Seawolf 
program since 2004, including current guards Kevin and 
Steve White (both of Manly), and former All-American 
point guard Luke Cooper ( Melbourne ).  
 
Seawolves Sign Guard From Utah (4/30/09) 
 
Drew Robinson, a 6-1, 175-pound guard from Lehi, Utah, 
has signed a national letter of intent to play basketball at 
the University of Alaska Anchorage. 
 



Robinson comes to UAA after playing two seasons at 
junior-college power Salt Lake Community College, where 
he helped the Bruins win the NJCAA Division I national 
title last month.  
 
In two seasons at SLCC, Robinson's teams went a 
combined 63-10 with back-to-back Region 18 titles and 
trips to the NJCAA championship game. As a sophomore 
in 2008-09, he averaged 7.3 points, 3.0 rebounds and 2.9 
assists and better than a 2-to-1 assist-turnover ratio. He also 
shot .459 from the field, .403 (31-77) on three-pointers, and 
.841 (74-88) from the free throw line.  
 
“Drew embodies all the qualities we look for in our 
program – high character, toughness, willingness to defend, 
and shooting ability. Above all, he is a winner,” said UAA 
coach Rusty Osborne, who enters his sixth season at UAA 
this fall. “Drew's last three seasons have all ended in 
championship games – his senior year of high school, and 
the last two NJCAA national championship games.  
 
“He is a natural shooting guard who can play the point if 
needed. Playing in a post-oriented system, he still put up 
impressive shooting percentages. His versatility is going to 
be very valuable to us the next two years.”  
 
“Drew was an invaluable guy for us who played starter 
minutes but didn't start,” SLCC coach Norm Parrish told 
the Daily Herald last month. “He's a team captain and glue 
guy and did well at both guard spots for us. He was our 
backup at the No. 1 and 2 positions, and finished a lot of 
games for us.”  
 
Prior to SLCC, Robinson took a redshirt season at Division 
I program Southern Utah in 2004-05, and served a 2-year 
mission in the Philippines from 2005-07.  
 
As a prep, he was a 3-year starter at Lehi High School , 
where he twice earned first-team all-state honors and led 
the Pioneers to the 2004 Class 3A state-title game.  
 
Central Washington 
 
Wildcats Add Three More From JC Ranks (4/29/09) 
 
Four student-athletes, including three who have starred at 
the junior college level in the Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community Colleges, have signed National 
Letters of Intent to join the Central Washington University 
men's basketball program. 
 
Joining the Wildcats for the 2009-10 season will be 6-4 
guard/forward Najee Ali, 6-3 guard Austin Dunn, 6-9 
forward/center Coby Gibler, and 6-4 forward Jody Johnson. 
Dunn, Gibler and Johnson all starred in the NWAACC this 
past season at Clackamas, Highline, and Yakima Valley 
Community College, respectively, while Ali will be a true 
freshman from Rainier Beach High School in Seattle.  
 
Ali, whose cousin Reggie Ball and uncle Gabriel Ladd both 
played for CWU head coach Greg Sparling and the 
Wildcats during the late 1990s (Ball) and early 2000s 

(Ladd), prepped at both Renton and Rainier Beach. A two-
sport athlete, he played both basketball and football, 
averaging 11 points and nine rebounds per game as a senior 
for the Vikings this past winter. His top prep single-game 
performance included 25 points, 21 rebounds, and nine 
assists.  
 
"Najee is very physically gifted coming out of high 
school," Sparling explained. "He has a huge upside and has 
only scratched the surface of his potential at the college 
level." 
 
Dunn ranked 11th in the NWAACC in assists with an 
average of 4.0 per game. He also scored 14.9 points and 
averaged 5.3 rebounds per game as a sophomore, earning 
first-team all-Southern Region honors for the second 
straight season.  
 
Dunn scored in double figures in all but seven of the 
Cougars' 31 games, including a season-high 27 in the 
NWAACC quarterfinals against Tacoma CC. He had 
averaged 18.9 points per game as a freshman for the 
Cougars.  
 
"Austin sees the floor very well and is a complete guard," 
Sparling described. "He is a great pull-up shooter as well, 
and has proven that he can be a good team leader and a 
winner."  
 
Gibler ranked eighth in the NWAACC in rebounding with 
9.9 rebounds per game while scoring 14.1 points per 
contest as a sophomore for the Thunderbirds. He had 14 
double-doubles in 28 games, scored 23 points in a game 
twice and grabbed a season-high 19 rebounds against Grays 
Harbor on Jan. 9. He was a first-team NWAACC All-
Tournament Team selection and earned first team all-
Western Region accolades.  
 
"Coby has a nice, soft touch and a great presence in the 
paint," Sparling said. "He is a very skilled rebounder and 
scorer who can shoot well in the high post."  
 
Johnson scored 13.1 points per game while ranking fourth 
in the NWAACC with 10.5 rebounds per game. He totaled 
16 double-doubles in 31 games this past season, with 
single-game season-highs of 25 points (Jan. 31 vs. Treasure 
Valley CC) and 18 rebounds (Mar. 6 vs. Bellevue CC). He 
earned first-team all-Eastern Region honors.  
 
"Jody also had a very successful junior-college career at 
YVCC. He is the definition of a winner, having won both a 
state championship and a NWAACC championship in the 
past four years. He is also a complete basketball player and 
one of the best rebounders to come out of the NWAACC in 
quite a few years."  
 
JC Guard Signs With Central Washington (4/16/09) 
 
J.C. Cook, a standout guard from Clackamas Community 
College in Oregon City , Ore. , has signed a National Letter 
of Intent to continue his basketball career at Central 
Washington University. 



Cook, a 6-foot-1 native of Canby, Ore., who can play both 
the point guard and shooting guard positions, was the 
Southern Region Most Valuable Player in the Northwest 
Athletic Association of Community Colleges (NWAACC) 
this past winter, helping the Cougars to the NWAACC 
Championship and a 29-3 record.  
 
Cook ranked fifth in the NWAACC in scoring this past 
winter, averaging 19.4 points per game as a sophomore, 
while also ranking third in steals (87) and 14th in assists 
(3.8 apg). In addition to his individual successes during the 
2008-09 campaign, he was also a first team all-Southern 
Region performer as a freshman in 2007-08, averaging 21.7 
points per game and helping the Cougars to a second-place 
finish.  
 
“(Clackamas CC Coach Clif) Wegner has done an 
extraordinary job getting J.C. ready for the next level,” 
CWU coach Greg Sparling said. “He has developed J.C. 
into an all-around player -- both as a scorer/passer and as a 
defender.  
 
“J.C. is an outstanding two-way player,” Sparling 
continued. “He is an exceptional scorer, but he also has a 
knack for finding his open teammates. Defensively, he 
anticipates very well. We are very fortunate to have J.C. in 
our program for the next two years.”  
 
Wildcats Sign Two JC Guards (11/18/08) 
 
Two junior college guards, including one from the Yakima 
Valley, have signed National Letters of Intent to continue 
their college basketball careers at Central Washington 
University. 
 
Humberto Perez , a native of Yakima, Wash., and graduate 
of Davis High School, and Toussaint (T.J.) Tyler from 
Kent, Wash., and Kentwood High School, have signed with 
the Wildcats for the 2009-10 season.  
 
Perez (6-foot-2) is a 2005 graduate of Davis, where he 
starred for the Pirates. He played one season at Community 
Colleges of Spokane (2005-06) and one season at North 
Idaho College (2007-08), earning second team all-Scenic 
West Athletic Conference honors during his sophomore 
campaign with the Cardinals last winter.  
 
Perez averaged 13.3 points per game while leading the 
SWAC in three-point percentage at 47.4 percent. He also 
ranked second in the conference in three-pointers made per 
game, draining 2.68 treys per contest.  
 
"We have actively recruited Humberto since high school," 
CWU coach Greg Sparling said. "He has an unlimited 
shooting range from the perimeter, but can also get to the 
basket and is a very good defender. We are excited to have 
a player of his ability from the Lower Valley, as we're 
always looking to keep our local kids close to home."  
 
Tyler (6-foot-2) prepped at Kentwood High School and 
began his junior college career at Bellevue Community 
College in 2006-07. In his freshman season with the 

Bulldogs, he averaged 9.2 points, 2.8 rebounds, and 2.7 
assists per game. He sat out the 2007-08 campaign and is 
now playing his sophomore year at Tacoma Community 
College for former Wildcat assistant Carl Howell.  
 
"T.J. is a point-guard/off-guard who is very physical and 
can really get to the rim," Sparling said. "He is very 
effective on the defensive end, and plays every possession 
with 110 percent which caught our eye."  
 
Tyler is the son of Toussaint Tyler, who played running 
back for the Washington Huskies and in the National 
Football League.  
 
Although both will be juniors for the Wildcats in 2009-10, 
Perez will enroll at CWU in school effective winter quarter 
2009. Tyler will come to the university beginning next fall 
quarter.  
 
Montana State Billings 
 
MSUB Adds Transfer from Cal State Northridge 
(7/9/09) 
 
Mike McCary, a transfer from Division I Cal State 
Northridge, has committed to play for Montana State 
University Billings next winter.  
 
McCary (6-7, 205, Sr. Hanford, Calif) will join fellow 
Division I transfer Lasha Parghalava from the University of 
Hawaii.  
 
Prior to Cal State Northridge where he averaged 4.6 points 
per game, McCary attended the College of Eastern Utah 
and was an All-Scenic West Conference selection helping 
his team go 21-10 his sophomore year. He averaged 15.6 
points per game and grabbed 4.8 rebounds that season. He 
made 67 three-pointers, shooting 40 percent from beyond 
the arc.  
 
“I watched Mike play while he was at CEU and we 
recruited him when I was at the University of Idaho,” 
MSUB coach George Pfeifer said. “Mike can be a highlight 
reel in the open court filling the lane and no question he 
plays above the rim.  
 
"We like the fact he is long, runs the floor hard and can 
shoot the ball from three-point land off penetration and 
kick outs. Numerous schools were seeking Mike's services 
and we feel very good about the fact he is coming to 
us. There is no question he has all the ingredients to have a 
special year.”  
 
McCary attended Fresno City College his freshman year 
and prepped at Hanford West High School graduating in 
2002. He was a first team all-conference selection as a high 
school senior averaging 12.8 points and 8.6 rebounds per 
game.  
 



Two Montanans To Play for Yellowjackets (7/7/09) 
 
Montana natives Tyler Tabbert and Jason Tanascu have 
committed to play basketball at Montana State University 
Billings.  
 
Tabbert, a former Billings West High School standout, 
returns home after playing the past two seasons at Miles 
Community College where he played baseball. He is a 6-4 
guard who was a two-time letterwinner for West averaging 
14 points per game and six rebounds per game. He helped 
lead West to the state title in 2007, which was its first state 
title since 1981. Tabbert earned all-state accolades that 
season.  
 
“Tyler had numerous opportunities to play either baseball 
or basketball coming out of West High School,” MSUB 
coach George Pfeifer said. “He is a big guard who was very 
well coached in high school. I believe he is really focused 
and committed to basketball and we really like his upside 
and what he can bring to the program.”  
 
Tanascu, a 6-1 guard from Gardner, Mont., was a three-
time all-conference selection and an all-state selection in 
high school averaging 15 points, 7.3 assists and 5.8 
rebounds per game. He played a key role in the Bruins' 
state runner-up championship run in 2006. He also was 
named to the Montana Class C all-state team. 
 
Tanascu is transferring to MSUB from Carroll College and 
will have two years of eligibility for the Yellowjackets. At 
Carroll, he helped lead the Saints to a 20-7 record this past 
season. As a redshirt freshman in 2007-2008, he had a 
knack for putting the ball in the basket as he shot 61 
percent from the field and 66 percent from beyond the arc 
in 18 games.  
 
“We learned that Jason was available from Coach Pat 
Hansen at Laurel High School, who coached Jason until his 
junior year at Gardiner,” Pfeifer said. “Coach Hansen was 
passionate when talking about the energy and effort he 
played with on top of his skill level. The benefit for us and 
Jason is he is a combo guard and can play both the off 
guard and point guard positions. We see Jason primarily as 
the off guard, but the fact he has had worn the hat of point 
guard maximizes his ability on the court.”  
 
MSUB Gets Transfer from University of Hawaii 
(4/30/09) 
 
Lasha Parghalava, who played in 25 games and started six 
last season for the University of Hawaii, has signed a 
National Letter of Intent with Montana State Billings.  
 
Parghalava, a native of Tbillsi, Georgia Republic, ranked 
fourth for the Rainbows in scoring at 7.6 points per 
game. He led the team in free throw percentage as he was 
50 of 61 from the line and knocked down a team-high 31 
three-pointers while averaging 22 minutes a game.  
 
“This was a very important signing for our incoming class,” 
MSUB coach George Pfeifer said. “Lasha has played a lot 

of basketball already in his life at a high level. He is a blue 
collar player and at 6-3 and 205 lbs., he can play either the 
point guard position or the scoring guard position.”  
 
Prior to Hawaii, Parghalava attended Pensacola Junior 
College in Pensacola, Fla. There, he led the team in three-
pointers each of his two years, while averaging 11.1 points, 
2.7 rebounds and 2.9 assists per game as a sophomore and 
he knocked down 50 treys in 2007-08.  
 
During his freshman campaign, Parghlava was an all-
conference selection and averaged 13.4 points, 3.5 
rebounds and 2.2 assists, while leading the team in three-
pointers (60) and free throw percentage at an 81 percent 
clip.  
 
Parghalava prepped at Florida Air Academy in Melbourne, 
Fla., for two years. He earned varsity letters each year and 
helped lead the team to the 3A state championship as a 
junior and a runner-up state finish as a senior. He averaged 
17 points, 5.0 rebounds and 4.0 assists and was named 
Most Improved Player his senior year.  
 
“He has demonstrated his ability to score in both the WAC 
and the junior college league in Florida,” Pfeifer 
added. “We have talked to numerous coaches who played 
against him last year and they were impressed we got his 
commitment.  
 
"Unless you understand the European leagues, it is difficult 
to appreciate the fact he was the starting point guard in the 
European National Under-20 team and was successful in 
that environment. Our program got better today.”  
 
He also has played on the Georgia under-20 National 
Team, as well as the Georgia Junior National Team.  
 
Yellowjackets Sign Six-Eight Hickman (4/23/09) 
 
Andrew Hickman, a 6-8 transfer from Northwestern 
Oklahoma State, has signed a National Letter of Intent. to 
play basketball at Montana State University Billings.  
 
“Hickman is going to give our program a big, physical, 
interior, power player over the next four years," MSUB 
coach George Pfeifer said. "At his 6'8, 250-pound frame, he 
is very lean and powerful. We believe he has the ability to 
impact our program right away."  
 
Hickman, a native of Woodward, Okla., attended 
Woodward High School where he averaged a double-
double with 12 points and 10 rebounds per game. He shot 
79 percent from the line and an impressive 68 percent from 
the field. He helped lead his team to the area tournament in 
2008 with an 18-7 record, as well as the regional 
tournament from 2005-07. He was named to the Harrah 
All-Tournament Team in 2006 and was a member of the 
KIOI Classic Bowl XX and played in the KOFM All-State 
game in 2008.  
 



Hickman attended Northwestern Oklahoma State in Alva, 
Okla. this past season but redshirted and has four years of 
eligibility remaining.  
 
“Having him in a MSUB uniform for the next four years is 
going to be a real positive and exciting to everyone on our 
coaching staff,” Pfeifer added. “Few individuals will play 
as hard and physical as he does and that in itself is a talent." 
 
MSUB Signs North Carolina Guard (4/18/09) 
 
DeAndre Chambers, a 6-1, 170 pound guard from Monroe, 
N.C., has signed a national letter of intent with Montana 
State University Billings.  
 
"DeAndre is a very valuable signee for this incoming 
class,” MSUB coach George Pfeifer said. “I know people 
are going to see he can score, which he has demonstrated 
and proven against high-level competition. However, his 
real value is his competitive spirit, industrious approach to 
the game and athletic ability. DeAndre can get down and 
defend which is a real bonus for someone who can score 
like he does.”  
 
Chambers played the last two years at Western Oklahoma 
State College, a junior college in Altus, Okla. There, he 
helped lead the team to 27 wins which was the most in 
school history and WOSC was ranked 14th 
nationally. Chambers also helped the team beat No. 1-
ranked Midland Junior College both years. He averaged 
12.1 points per game on a team with numerous scorers and 
shot a team-best 41-percent from the 3-point line.  
 
Prior to Western Oklahoma State, Chambers attended Jireh 
Prep in North Carolina, where he averaged 27 points a 
game, which was good for third-best in North 
Carolina. That year, he averaged 7.1 rebounds per game 
and 3.2 steals per game.  
 
Prior to Jireh, Chambers graduated from Forest Hill High 
School in 2006. He was an all-conference, all-tournament 
and all-region selection. He averaged 13.3 points per game 
in 2006.  
 
Yellowjackets Sign Local Product to NLI (4/16/09) 
 
Billings Central High School standout Joel Barndt, has 
signed a National Letter of Intent to play basketball for 
Montana State University Billings.  
 
“We are very happy Joel chose to become a Yellowjacket,” 
MSUB coach George Pfeifer said. “We believe Joel is the 
best senior prospect in the state and he has a tremendous 
upside. We envision Joel playing a face-up position and, 
with his passion to play and get better, we see him having 
an exciting future for MSUB and himself.”  
 
Barndt, a 6-7, 180 pound forward, averaged 14.8 points and 
9.5 rebounds for the Rams this past season. He averaged 
3.3 blocks per game, to go along with 2.3 assists and 1.3 
steals. He shot 52 percent from the field, 75 percent from 
the line and 36 percent from downtown.  

 “I chose MSUB because I feel like it is a perfect fit for me 
both academically and athletically,” Barndt said. “I am 
really comfortable with the coaching staff and the 
basketball program. I feel that the team is moving forward 
in a positive direction and I share the same goals and 
determination as the entire program.”  
 
Barndt helped lead the Rams to back-to-back Eastern A 
Divisional Championships. Billings Central finished fourth 
at state his junior year and third his senior year. He was a 
first team all-conference selection as a senior, as well as an 
all-state first steam selection and named first team all-state 
A tournament. In addition, he played on the Montana-
Wyoming All-Star team.  
 
'Jackets Sign Forward To Early Letter (11/26/08) 
 
Forward Tyrone Williams of Miles City Community 
College has signed a national letter of intent with Montana 
State Billings during the early signing period.  
 
“We are very excited and very fortunate to have Tyrone 
choose to become a Yellowjacket,” MSUB coach George 
Pfeifer said. “He impacts the game in so many ways as he 
is a tremendous teammate and is unselfish to a fault.  
 
"Second, he very athletic, can fill a stat sheet and he can 
score facing and next to the rim. He seeks out rebounds, 
defends and is a very good passer. He plays hard which in 
its self is a coveted talent. He is a very powerful component 
to our next recruiting class.”  
 
Williams, a native of Houston, Texas, is a 6-6, sophomore 
forward at MCCC. As a freshman at Miles City, Williams 
scored 10.8 points per game, grabbed 8.6 rebounds per 
game, while shooting 57.2 percent from the field. Three 
weeks ago, Williams was named to the all-tournament team 
at the Mon-Dak Tip-Off Tournament.  
 
He graduated in 2007 from Alief Elisk High School in 
Houston where he collected a number of accolades. As a 
sophomore, he was named Most Valuable Player of the 
Outback Texas Tournament an award bestowed to 
University of Texas All-American TJ Ford. Williams was a 
two time all-state selection, three time all-district performer 
and was named Newcomer of the Year in 2005.  
 
Williams helped lead Elisk High School to an 18-0 regular 
season record during his junior year and a second place 
finish at the Texas 5A State Championship. During his 
senior year, he averaged 15.2 points, 7.9 rebounds. 
 
Northwest Nazarene 
 
Eisinger Brothers Sign National Letters With 
Crusaders (6/24/09) 
 
Drew and Jamie Eisinger have each signed National 
Letters-of-Intent to attend Northwest Nazarene and play 
basketball for the Crusaders this fall.  
 



"They are both quick guards that can create shots for 
themselves or their teammates," NNU assistant coach 
Brandan Rinta said. "They are hard workers that are 
looking forward to competing together again at a high 
level."  
 
The brothers from Mill Creek, Wash. last played together at 
Western Nebraska Junior College during the 2007-08 
school year. Drew averaged 12.0 points per game and 
Jamie netted seven points per contest.  
 
Following their year at Western Nebraska, Drew played in 
20 games last season at the University of Idaho. In limited 
playing time, Drew scored 12 points, pulled down nine 
rebounds and had seven assists.  
 
Prepping at Mill Creek's Jackson High School, both Drew 
and Jamie were Washington 4A All-State selections during 
their respective senior seasons, with Drew named to the 
Seattle Times All-State Team and Jamie earning honorable-
mention Associated Press accolades.  
 
Invited to play in the Washington Interscholastic Basketball 
Coaches Association (WIBCA) All-State All-Star Game in 
each of their senior seasons, both were All-WesCo 
Conference first-team all-stars and were each named the 
Everett Herald All-Area Player-of-the-Year.  
 
Following high school, Drew (Jr., G, 6-3, 165, Mill Creek, 
WA/Jackson) played the 2006-07 season at Western 
Reserve Academy in Ohio, averaging 21.5 points, 5.6 
assists, and 2.9 steals per game. Selected as the Academy 
team MVP, Eisinger shot 56 percent from the floor and 52 
percent from the three-point line.  
 
During the same 2006-07 season, Jamie (So., G, 5-11, 165, 
Mill Creek, WA/Jackson) was again selected to the All-
WesCo Conference first-team all-conference squad as he 
averaged 21.1 points to lead the Jackson High 
Timberwolves to a 17-7 overall record.  
 
In their final year of high school played together, 
the duo led Jackson High School to a fifth-place finish at 
the Washington 4A state tournament, as Drew averaged 
19.7 points per game, including a 24.5 ppg average in four 
tournament games to earn first-team all-tournament honors.  
 
Crusaders Add Four Players to Roster (6/1/09) 
 
Brandon Blair, Zac Kinman, Andy Maxwell, and Logan 
Parker have each signed commitment letters to attend 
Northwest Nazarene and play basketball for the Crusaders 
this fall. 
 
Blair (G, 6-2, 165, Salem, OR/Sprague) will join the 
Crusaders from Sprague High School in Salem, Ore., where 
he was the 6A Central Valley Conference Player-of-the-
Year in 2009, averaging 18.0 points, three rebounds and 
three assists per game.  
 
"Brandon is a very heady player and a great all-around 
athlete," NNU head coach Tim Hills said. "He is versatile 

enough to play the point or an off guard position and will 
bring some good perimeter skills and a good work ethic to 
our program. He is an outstanding student and person."  
 
Blair led his Sprague High School team to a second-place 
finish in the Central Valley Conference and was also 
named first team All-Mid Valley following the completion 
of his senior season.  
 
Kinman (So., G, 6-2, 175, Oroville, WA/Cal Maritime) will 
transfer to NNU from the California Maritime Academy in 
Vallejo, Calif.  
 
Named the California Pacific League Freshman-of-the-
Year this season, Kinman averaged 4.5 points per game for 
the Maritime Academy. Kinman graduated from Oroville 
High School in Oroville, Wash. in 2007, where he averaged 
25.0 points, seven rebounds and four assists as a senior, 
being named both the 2B North Central Washington 
League MVP and a Washington first-team 2B All-State 
selection in 2007. 
 
"Zac is a great kid that loves being first in everything," 
Hills added. "He is a good shooter and takes great pride in 
his defensive abilities. As a student and person they don't 
come any better. He will bring a high level of intensity 
every day to our team this year."  
 
Maxwell (Jr., G, 6-4, 185, Nampa, ID/Skyview HS/College 
of Idaho/Columbia Basin CC) will transfer to NNU from 
Columbia Basin College. Maxwell averaged 11.0 points 
and seven rebounds at CBC this season after playing his 
freshman year at the College of Idaho.  
 
A 2007 graduate of Nampa's Skyview High School, Andy 
averaged 15.0 points and eight rebounds as a senior and 
was a second-team 4A All-Southern Idaho Conference 
selection. He helped the Hawks capture the 2005 Idaho 4A 
State Championship as a sophomore and led his 2007 team 
to a second-place state tournament finish.  
 
"We are excited to be adding Andy to our program," NNU 
assistant coach Brandon Rinta said. "He is local athlete that 
had a ton of success just down the road at Skyview High 
School. He is planning on red-shirting for us next season 
and looks to work hard in the weight room and on his 
game. Being a taller guard that can shoot and rebound it 
well, he should help us out in the years to come."  
 
Parker (Fr., G, 5-11, 170, Jerome, ID) comes to NNU from 
Jerome High School where he averaged 16.7 points, four 
rebounds, and four assists this season, leading Jerome High 
to a 24-3 overall record, a 4A Great Basin Conference 
championship, and a third-place finish at the 4A Idaho 
State Basketball Tournament.  
 
Named the Great Basin Conference Player-of-the-
Year, Parker was also a first-team All-Magic Valley and 
first-team 4A All-State selection as a senior.  
 
'Logan is a quick, intense competitor that brings great effort 
to the floor every day," Hills said. "He has the confidence 



of a great shooter and has deep shooting range to go with 
it. He is a fine young man and excellent student and we are 
excited to have him."  
 
Crusaders Sign Gittens, Williams (5/11/09) 
 
Junior college standouts Anthony Gittens and Lateef 
Williams have signed National Letters of Intent to attend 
Northwest Nazarene University and play basketball for the 
Crusaders next year.  
 
Williams (6-2, 170, Jr., Annapolis, MD) will join the 
Crusaders from North Idaho College where he averaged 6.4 
points and 2.2 assists per game for the 27-4 Cardinal, 
champions of the Scenic West Athletic Conference this 
season.  
 
An honorable-mention selection to the SWAC All-League 
team, Williams started all 31 games at guard for the 
Cardinal. "Lateef will add some athleticism to our 
perimeter play," NNU assistant coach Brandon Rinta 
said. "He can shoot it and score it at a high level as he 
proved in his high school career."  
 
More recently he devoted himself to being a defensive 
stopper at NIC. "We are looking forward to him continuing 
that role here at NNU," Rinta said. 
 
A native of Annapolis, Maryland, Williams averaged 20.8 
points and 3.7 assists as a senior at Annapolis High School 
in 2007. Named to the first-team All-Metro League in the 
Baltimore Region, Williams was the 2007 Anne Arundel 
County Player-of-the-Year and finished his high 
school career as the all-time leading scorer at Annapolis 
High with 1,057 career points.  
 
Gittens (6-8, 225, Jr., Tacoma, WA/Foss HS) averaged 7.2 
points, 7.0 rebounds and 3.0 blocked shots per game lead 
Tacoma CC to a 26-5 record a year ago.  
 
"Anthony has taken some huge steps over the past two 
years of his basketball career," Rinta added. "Not only has 
he grown two inches and put on 25 pounds since graduating 
from high school, he has been motivated by the success he 
has been able to have out on the court.  
 
"He seemed to be improving every game this season as he 
started at center for the 26-5 Titans. By the end of the year 
he was one of the best rebounding, shot-blocking posts in 
the NWAACC."  
 
Crusaders Sign 6-8 Player from Boise (4/17/09) 
 
Paul Egwuonwu has signed a National Letter-of-Intent to 
play basketball for Northwest Nazarene University next 
winter.  
 
Egwuonwu, a 6-8 senior at Boise's Capital High School, 
averaged 12.0 points and 8.8 rebounds per game during 
his senior campaign, also adding 3.5 blocks, 2.8 assists, and 
1.9 steals per contest.  
 

"We are excited to welcome Paul to our program," NNU 
coach Tim Hills said. "Paul is a versatile player that can 
play both inside and out and was one of the top players in 
the state of Idaho this season."  
 
A two-year starter for the Eagles, Egwuonwu was 
an honorable mention selection to the Southern Idaho 
Conference All-Conference team this season and carries a 
3.50 grade point average at Capital High.  
 
Saint Martin's 
 
Saints Sign Four Recruits (7/2/09) 
 
Saint Martin's, which lost four senior starters off a team 
that won a GNAC-best 22 games, has signed four players 
for the 2009-10 season. 
 
Highlighting the signings is 6-11 Matt Dodson from 
Willamette High School in Eugene, Ore. Dodson, who 
averaged 15 points and nine rebounds in earning Northwest 
Hoops 5A first-team all-state honors, was rated as the top 
Oregon post player in 2009 by the recruiting service.  
 
“Matt is a guy we are extremely excited to add to our 
team,” said SMU coach Keith Cooper. “His potential is 
outstanding and coupled with his work ethic and desire I 
expect him to have a very good career at SMU." 
 
Also joining the Saints this winter will be University of 
Idaho transfer Ryan Votaw and two all-league prep guards 
- Roger O'Neill from Meadowdale and Eric Taylor from 
Ballard. 
 
The 6-2 Votaw, who redshirted last season at UI, was the 
2007 1A State Player of the Year at Toledo High School.  
 
Votaw, who was a two-time first-team all-state selection at 
Toledo, averaged 23 points and eight rebounds per game in 
his senior year while leading the Indians to the state 
championship game. Prior to Idaho he played one year at 
Wenatchee Valley Community College averaging 14 points 
a game.  
 
“Ryan was an excellent high school player at Toledo,” said 
Cooper. “He has developed his perimeter game, playing 
well against good players at Wenatchee and Idaho. He fits 
right in with his toughness, work ethic and 
competitiveness.”  
 
O'Neill (6-4) averaged 18 points per game earning first-
team all-WESCO and second-team all-State tournament 
honors for Meadowdale. He is a good defender who can 
also score, according to Cooper. 
 
“Roger comes from a tremendous athletic family; his 
brother Richard played baseball and SMU and his sisters 
Kelli and Kristen were both standouts at the University of 
Washington," Cooper noted. 
 
Taylor (6-2) averaged 15 points per game and was a first-
team all-KINGCO honoree. “Eric is a young guard who 



had a very solid senior season in an excellent conference,” 
said Cooper. “He is a player who is improving daily and 
has the ability and desire to be a good player at this level.”  
 
Western Oregon 
 
WOU Adds Player from Las Vegas (5/21/09) 
 
Jesse Chippoletti, a guard from Spring Valley High School 
in Las Vegas, Nev., has signed a National Letter of Intent 
to play basketball at Western Oregon University. 
 
Chippoletti averaged 15 points, five assists and two steals 
earning all-conference and all-region honors this past 
winter. In the classroom, Chippoletti was Spring Valley 
High School 's student-athlete of the year and academic 
achievement award winner.  
 
"Jesse was the hardest working player we had here at 
Spring Valley ," said Chippoletti's high school coach 
Phillip McAlister. "He would come prepared to work every 
day in practice. We knew we were going to get 100% out 
of Jesse every game and every practice. He was a true asset 
to our program."  
 
"Jesse is what we are looking for in a point guard," WOU 
coach Craig Stanger said. . "He has excellent court vision, 
understands the game and controls the tempo of the 
game. His abilities will help in our style of play." 
 
Wolves Sign Three More Players to NLIs 
 
Western Oregon has signed three more players - Zach 
Bjork, Antoinne Bbayaga Chidi and Zach Davis - to 
National Letters of Intent bringing to four the number of 
players that have committed for the 2009-10 season.  
 
Chidi joins the team as a junior after transferring in from 
Peninsula Community College in Port Angeles , Wash. The 
6-5 power forward averaged 7.7 points and 7.6 rebounds to 
go along with almost one block and one steal per contest. 
Chidi played his high school ball at St. Austin's in Kenya .  
 
"Chidi is an extremely athletic forward that will be exciting 
for Western Oregon fans to watch," noted WOU head 
men's basketball head Craig Stanger. "With his athletic 
ability he gives us an immediate defensive and rebounding 
presence.  
 
Davis will also be joining WOU out of the junior college 
ranks, after playing his freshman season at American River 
College in Sacramento, Calif. The 6-10 post player from 
Folsom, Calif. , will be a sophomore on the 2009-10 squad. 
" Davis is a blue collar player," noted Stanger. "He is 
extremely hard working as a screener and a rebounder.  
 
"We are happy to bring Zach in to help us strengthen our 
interior game thru his rebounding and defense," continued 
Stanger. "After this past season, we really needed to bring 
in players who are physical and can control the paint area. 
Zach fits that need."  
 

Bjork will join the Wolves as a freshman after playing his 
high school ball in Vancouver , Wash. As a sophomore in 
high school Bjork played as Mountain View before 
transferring to Columbia River to complete his final two 
seasons.  
 
In his three varsity seasons between Mountain View and 
Columbia River , Bjork helped lead his school to the league 
championship each year. As a senior, Bjork assisted in 
guiding CRHS to a second place finish at the state 
tournament while averaging 10.5 points, five rebounds and 
three assists on a very talented team while shooting 82.0-
percent from the free throw line. 
 
"Bjork can do things inside and outside," Stanger said. "He 
is a savvy scorer who understands the game." 
 
Wolves Sign Georgia Product (4/28/09)  
 
Joshua Johnson, the son of former UCLA Bruin and 
Milwaukee Bucks' forward Marques Johnson, has signed a 
national letter of intent to play basketball for Western 
Oregon University. 
 
Johnson, a 6-5, 215-pound wing, attended Sound Doctrine 
Prep ( LaGrange , GA ) last season where he averaged eight 
points, eight rebounds, and four assists per contest in a 
system that platooned three different lineups.  
 
Prior to Sound Doctrine Prep, Johnson attended Crenshaw 
High School in Los Angeles where he was a two-year 
varsity starter for the Cougars. He helped lead his team to 
the City Playoffs both years.  
 
In his senior campaign at Crenshaw, Johnson averaged 10 
points and 10 rebounds per game while shooting 85 percent 
from the free throw line. He was one of the top rebounders 
in the Coliseum League, as well as, garnering his teams all-
academic award for highest GPA.  
 
“Josh will be a very versatile player for us, he has the 
ability to face up on the perimeter as well as play with his 
back to the basket,” Stanger noted. “He is an aggressive 
player that has a very bright future in front of him.  
 
“The thing that I am most excited about is that we are 
bringing in a tremendous person of character both on and 
off the floor," continued Stanger. "Our fans are going to 
enjoy watching Josh play for the next four years.”  
 
Joshua is the son of legendary UCLA Bruin and Milwaukee 
Bucks' forward Marques Johnson.  
 
Western Washington 
 
Sehome Grad Signs With Western Washington 
(5/18/09) 
 
Dane Thorpe, a senior guard at Sehome High School, has 
signed a National Letter of Intent to play basketball at 
Western Washington University. 
 



“Dane is an excellent young talent who had an outstanding 
high school career, albeit hampered somewhat by injuries,” 
said WWU coach Brad Jackson . “However, in spite of 
those setbacks, Dane demonstrated that he is a fine player 
with good quickness, athletic ability and a good basketball 
IQ.”  
 
“When healthy, he was a dominate force at his level. He 
possesses the heart and desire to be a fine college player 
and we are looking forward to what he can accomplish.”  
 
As a senior for the Mariners, Thorpe was averaged 16.3 
points, 6.8 rebounds and 3.3 assists before suffering torn 
ligaments in his right knee on Jan. 9 in a 95-56 win over 
Sedro-Woolley. He played briefly in two more games 
before having surgery.  
 
Prior to the injury, Thorpe scored a career-high 31 points 
versus Davis .  
 
The 6-foot-3 Thorpe averaged 17.3 points on 50.7 percent 
field goal shooting and 8.8 rebounds as a junior, helping 
Sehome place fifth at the Class 2A state tournament. He 
scored 20 or more points in 10 games, missing seven 
contests because of a hip injury.  
 
“Dane has literally been a part of our program since he was 
a ball boy as a grade schooler and it is a natural for him to 
become a Viking as a collegian. In moving just across the 
street from Sehome High, it will be fun for fan s to 
continue to follow his career as a part of the Western 
basketball program.”  
 
Vikings Ink Local to Scholarship Agreement {5/14/09) 
 
Zach Henifin, who played at Bellingham High School and 
Whatcom CC, has signed a scholarship agreement to play 
basketball at Western Washington University .  
 
“We are pleased to have Zach join our program,” said 
Viking coach Brad Jackson. “He is a stellar athlete that 
brings experience and aggressiveness to our basketball 
program.  
 
“Zach is very explosive, a ferocious rebounder and 
excellent shot blocker. He is quick to the hoop from the 
wing and can certainly create some significant match-up 
problems." 
 
A 6-foot-5 forward, Henifin did not play last year. He 
briefly attended Cal Baptist, but left the NAIA school 
before the first semester was over.  
 
Henifin played the previous two years at Whatcom CC. He 
helped the Orcas to a 23-9 record, second-place in the 
NWAACC North Division (12-4) and fifth place at the 
NWAACC Tournament as a sophomore. That season, 
Henifin averaged 12.4 points, 5.7 rebounds. 3.1 assists, 1.8 
steals and 1.3 blocked shots.  
 

An all-tourney choice at the NWAACC Tournament, 
Henifin was team captain as a sophomore and twice was 
the Orcas' MVP.  
 
Henifin was twice a first-team all-Northwest League pick at 
Bellingham High. He also was a Bellingham Herald all-
county choice as a senior, averaging 18.0 points and 10.0 
rebounds, and helped the Raiders share the league title and 
place fifth at the Class 3A state tournament as a 
sophomore.  
 
Prep Guards Sign With Vikings (5/13/09) 
 
Two standout high school senior guards, Jarrell Banks from 
Mount Rainier High School in Des Moines and Richard 
Woodworth from Newport High School in Bellevue, have 
signed National Letters of Intent to play basketball at 
Western Washington University.  
 
“We are extremely pleased with the addition of these two 
tremendous talents and exceptional basketball players,” 
said Viking coach Brad Jackson. “Their complimentary 
styles will serve to solidify our backcourt for several years 
to come.”  
 
Banks was a first-team all-Seamount League selection at 
Mount Rainier , averaging 21.7 points, 5.1 rebounds, 4.1 
assists and 2.1 steals. He led the Rams to a 16-7 record and 
a berth in the district playoffs.  
 
“Jarrell is a gifted athlete who possesses great skills,” 
Jackson said. “He brings a level of excitement to the game 
that is contagious. We are pleased to have a player of his 
caliber join our program and look forward to his college 
career.”  
 
The 6-foot-1 Banks scored a career-best 33 points against 
Tyee and later versus Union.  
 
Woodworth was a first-team all-KingCo League choice at 
Newport, participating in the Washington Interscholastic 
Basketball Coaches Association Senior All-State Game. He 
averaged 15.3 points, 5.1 rebounds and 3.6 assists for the 
Knights.  
 
“Richard has consistently demonstrated excellence both on 
and off the court,” said Jackson . “He is a welcome addition 
to our team and has the potential to be an outstanding 
player. He is a leader who makes those around him 
better. We are excited to have such a quality young man as 
a part of our program.”  
 
The 6-3 Woodworth was a three-time team MVP and twice 
team captain. He was second-team all-league as a junior 
and first-team all-league as a sophomore. Last spring, 
Woodworth placed fifth in the high jump at the Class 3A 
state championships, clearing 6-6. 

 



2008-09 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
D-I Transfers Wayne, Walker Join UAA (9/4/08) 
 
Alaska Anchorage has added a pair of former Division I 
players to its 2008-09 roster. Guards Paul Wayne and 
Brandon Walker have joined the Seawolves. Wayne will be 
a senior and Walker a sophomore.  
 
Wayne (6-1, 165) played in 20 games, including eight 
starting assignments, for Cal State Northridge last season. 
He averaged 4.6 points per game and was second on the 
Matadors in both assists (2.6 apg) and steals (1.5 spg), 
shooting 83 percent from the free throw line.  
 
The Washington, D.C. (Dunbar HS) native played his 
sophomore campaign at traditional junior-college power 
College of Southern Idaho where he started for a Golden 
Eagles team that went 30-7 and won the Region 18 co-title. 
Wayne spent his freshman season at Salt Lake Community 
College, helping his squad to a 22-8 record with averages 
of 9.0 ppg, 2.5 apg and 2.0 spg.  
 
“We are excited to have Paul join the Seawolves,” UAA 
coach Rusty Osborne said. “He is a tremendous defender 
who can disrupt an opponent's offense by himself. 
Offensively, he can push the ball and make great decisions. 
His quickness will allow him to create for the rest of the 
team. Paul's biggest asset is he is a winner – he has been on 
teams that have a combined record of 72-25 in his three 
years.”  
 
Walker (6-3, 195) played his freshman season at Loyola 
Marymount in 2007-08, where he averaged 2.9 points and 
1.6 rebounds while seeing action in all 28 games. As a prep 
standout, the Hayward , Calif., native led Bishop O'Dowd 
High School to two NorCal championships and three 
conference titles in four years.  
 
Walker was the second-leading scorer (17 ppg) in the 
Hayward Athletic League as a senior in 2006-07, earning 
league MVP honors.  
 
“Brandon Walker is a tremendous addition to our team,” 
Osborne said. “He is a very versatile, strong and tireless 
worker. With three years left, we expect Brandon to leave a 
big mark on Seawolf basketball. In addition to his 
basketball ability, Brandon brings outstanding character 
and leadership skills. After a year of experience at LMU, 
we expect him to make big contributions for us this 
season.”  
 
Two Australians Join UAA For 2008-09 Season 
 
A pair of Australians have been added to the University of 
Alaska Anchorage's rosters for the 2008-09 season. Both 
players - junior guard/forward Chris Neal and freshman 
guard Steve White - hail from Sydney .  
 

Neal (6-5, 210) has transferred to UAA after a pair of 
seasons at NAIA San Diego Christian College , where he 
averaged 15.7 points and 5.5 rebounds per game in 2007-
08. He also shot .406 (54 of 133) from three-point range 
and .800 (64 of 80) from the free throw line as a 
sophomore, putting up high games of 38 points against 
Vanguard and 31 points against Azusa Pacific.  
 
As a freshman at SDCC, he teamed with current UAA 
teammate Jeremiah Trueman on the Hawks' Golden State 
Athletic Conference championship team.  
 
“Chris Neal is coming off a terrific sophomore year and is a 
very big piece of our puzzle for this season,” said UAA 
head coach Rusty Osborne , whose Seawolves are coming 
off a 29-6 season and a trip to the NCAA Div. II semifinals.  
 
“He can play multiple positions, having played shooting 
guard, small forward and power forward during his first 
two years. Chris gives us a lot of versatility, and his ability 
to move and shoot the ball will fit in perfectly with our 
offensive system.”  
 
White, 6-0, 195, enjoyed an outstanding high school career 
that saw him average 24.5 points, 5.6 rebounds and 5.2 
assists as a senior at Scots College . He also averaged 19.5 
points as a junior and helped his school to New South 
Wales Combined Independent League titles in 2006 and 
2007, plus three straight GPS Conference titles from 2005-
07. He is the brother of UAA sophomore guard Kevin 
White.  
 
“We are excited about the addition of Steve White to our 
backcourt,” Osborne said. “We feel once he adjusts to the 
college game, he will be very successful. How quickly he 
adapts will be the key, but we feel fortunate to have him for 
the next four years.”  
 
The Australians become the third and fourth newcomers to 
join the UAA roster this season, along with junior guard 
Darren Nye (Corning , Calif. /College of the Redwoods) 
and junior forward Casey Robinson (Manila , Utah /Eastern 
Wyoming College).  
 
UAA Adds Two JC Players to 2008-09 Squad (5/21/08) 
 
Guard Darren Nye and forward Casey Robinson have 
signed National Letters of Intent to play basketball for the 
University of Alaska Anchorage.  
 
Nye (6-1, 175, Jr., Corning, CA) was an All-Golden Valley 
Conference first-team selection as a sophomore, averaging 
16.6 points, 4.0 rebounds and 4.2 assists per game for 
College of the Redwoods in Eureka, Calif.  
 
His school's all-time assists leader, Nye shot 49 percent 
from the field, 43 percent on three-pointers and 85 percent 
from the free throw line. He was an honorable mention all-
league pick as a freshman, averaging 10.0 points, 5.5 
assists and 2.5 rebounds.  
 



Nye was a multi-sport high school star at Corning where he 
was an All-Northern Athletic League performer as both a 
junior and senior in basketball, and quarterbacked CHS's 
football team.  
 
“Darren is a multi-dimensional point guard who has shown 
he can score, but also distribute the ball effectively,” said 
UAA head coach Rusty Osborne. 
 
“Obviously point guard is a ‘high-need' position for us after 
losing an All-American and our primary back-up. We feel 
Darren can fill that role very well.”  
 
Robinson (6-6, 225, Manila, UT) averaged 17.5 points and 
4.5 rebounds as a sophomore at Eastern Wyoming College 
in 2007-08, earning All-Region IX honors. He shot 44 
percent overall, 42 percent (82-197) from three-point range 
and 81 percent (142-176) from the free throw line.  
 
The versatile big man helped the Lancers to a 24-12 record 
and the NJCAA Region IX championship, putting up a 
season-high of 37 points against second-ranked College of 
Southern Idaho during the regular season. Robinson was 
the second-leading scorer at the NJCAA National 
Tournament, totaling 52 points (10-20 3FG, 14-14 FT) and 
six blocks in EWC's two games.  
 
“Casey is a perfect fit for our system,” Osborne said. “He is 
a tremendous shooter but can also post up and get fouled as 
evidenced by his number of free throw attempts last year. 
As we replaced our graduating seniors, it was important to 
bring in mature, seasoned players who are ready to play at a 
high level. Casey fits all the criteria, both on and off the 
court.”  
 
Robinson was a decorated prep player in his hometown of 
Manila (pop. 300) leading his team to Class 1A state titles 
as a junior (2005) and sophomore (2004). As a senior at 
MHS, he averaged 20 points and 12 rebounds per game, 
earning first team All-State accolades from both the Salt 
Lake Tribune and the Deseret Morning News .  
 
Alaska Fairbanks 
 
Nanooks Add Three More Players (5/16/08) 
 
Mason King of Naknek, Tony Wilson of Anchorage, and 
Kyle Rische of Norwalk, Conn. have signed letters to play 
basketball at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
 
A 6-0 guard, King comes to Alaska after four successful 
seasons for Bristol Bay High School, having helped the 
Angels to two Peninsula Conference championships in the 
past two seasons.  
 
Named the small-schools Player-of-the-Year by the 
Anchorage Daily-News in his senior season, King led 
Bristol Bay to a spot in the championship game of the 2A 
State tournament by putting up 99 points over three games, 
including a 44-point performance in the team's 71-70 
semifinal victory over Point Hope.  
 

His heroics in the tournament earned him a spot in Sports 
Illustrated's Faces in the Crowd segment, and marked the 
third straight season which King led all scorers at all the 2A 
state tournament.  
 
King rounded off a well-decorated high school career by 
earning the state's 2A boys MVP honor in 2008. He also 
received all-state honors in both his sophomore and junior 
seasons, and earned two 2A regional MVP awards as well.  
 
Wilson is a 6-5 guard from East Anchorage High School. 
Prior to his 2003 graduation, Wilson averaged 10 points, 
seven rebounds, and five assists per game in his senior 
season, and 12 points and eight rebounds a game in his 
junior year with the Thunderbirds.  
 
After leaving East Anchorage, Wilson played two seasons 
(2002-2004) at Yakima Valley Community College  
averaging five points, four rebounds, two assists and two 
steals. 
 
Rische joins the Nanooks after two seasons at Yuba 
College in Marysville, Calif. A 6-7 forward, Rische 
exploded onto the college basketball scene after his 
athleticism was featured on ESPN's City Slam dunk 
competitions, where he qualified for the 2006 semi-finals 
by winning the St. Louis regional contest.  
 
Rische set a Yuba College record for blocks in a game, 
turning away 13 shots in 28 minutes against Merritt 
College during his freshman season. He has helped the 
49ers to a 59-12 records in his two seasons at the junior 
college, leading the team to the California Community 
College Elite Eight both years. Last season he averaged 5.0 
points, 7.0 rebounds, and 3.5 blocks per game. 
 
Nanooks Add JC, Prep Standouts From Washington 
(4/22/08)  
 
Washington products Emmanuel Jenkins and Evan 
Matteson have signed national letters of intent to play 
basketball at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.  
 
Jenkins, a 6-0 guard, played last season at Tacoma CC and 
led the NWAACC in scoring averaging 25.3 points per 
game. He also averaged 5.6 assists per game and 5.0 
rebounds per game in claiming the team Most Valuable 
Player award at Tacoma. 
 
“All starting positions are going to be open, but right now, I 
think the point guard position is Emmanuel’s to lose,” 
second-year UAF coach Clemon Johnson said. “Emmanuel 
is not cat quick, but cheetah quick. He is Ferrari quick. He 
passes the ball well and he also scores from various 
positions: using his feet and speed to get to the basket as 
well as three-point range jump shots. On the defensive end, 
he is stellar. He is an all-around player, and the only thing I 
can see keeping him out of the NBA is his height.” 
 
Prior to joining the Titans, Jenkins spent the 2006-07 
season at Portland State, appearing in all 32 of the team 
games in his freshman year, including one start. He 



contributed 2.8 points, 1.3 assists, and 0.9 rebounds per 
game in helping the Vikings to a 19-win season. 
 
“Emmanuel is a true point guard, and will bring experience 
and leadership to that position.” Johnson said. “When he 
came up on his visit, I talked to him about sliding over to 
the two since he shot the ball so well, but he told me he had 
spent years perfecting his skills at the point guard position.” 
 
A 2006 graduate of Franklin Pierce High School in 
Tacoma, Jenkins played two years of basketball, averaging 
19.2 points per game, 8.0 rebounds, and 8.0 assists in his 
senior seasons with the Cardinals. He captained the team to 
a 21-6 overall record in the 2005-06 season, and was 
named to the All-Seamount League first team.  
 
A McDonald's All-American Nominee, Jenkins took home 
MVP honors in the all-state game, contributing 28 points, 
10 rebounds, and 10 assists to the Seamount 3A team. 
 
The 6-10 Matteson spent the last four seasons playing 
center for Meadowdale High School in Lynnwood, helping 
the Mavericks to a 23-6 record and a berth at the state 
tournament. The brother of current Nanook Colin 
Matteson, he received team defensive MVP honors and was 
named to the All-Western Conference South Division 
Honorable Mention team in his senior season. Matteson 
also set a conference record with 127 blocked shots in his 
2007-08 season. 
 
“Evan is our future: he is the building block that I am 
looking for,” Johnson said. “He is going to lead the 2008-
09 freshman class. He is still raw, but I do see him getting 
significant minutes for us this year, and he will certainly 
have an opportunity to fight for a starting position. The 
biggest thing for Evan this year is I want the guys in front 
of him to teach him how to play collegiate basketball.” 
 
Central Washington 
 
Wildcats Add NWAACC West Region MVP (5/27/08) 
 
Chris Scott, a 5-foot-8 point guard from Las Vegas, Nev., 
has declared his intention to continue his college basketball 
career at Central Washington University starting in the 
2008-09 season.  
 
Scott played the past two seasons at South Puget Sound 
Community College in Olympia, Wash., earning Northwest 
Athletic Association of Community Colleges (NWAACC) 
West Region Most Valuable Player honors as a sophomore 
this past season. He led the NWAACC with 9.5 assists per 
game while also ranking among the league leaders in steals 
while playing for head coach (and former Wildcat guard) 
Marc Callero and the Clippers.  
 
"Chris provides us with a true playmaker at the point guard 
position," Sparling said. "He is a winner and a quality 
student-athlete on and off the court. He has a very high 
basketball IQ and should thrive in our up-tempo system 
both offensively and defensively. He is also very good 
defensively at anticipating (the basketball)."  

Prior to his career at South Puget Sound, Scott had a 
standout prep career at Bonanza High School in Las Vegas, 
where he earned first team all-division and second team all-
conference honors. While playing for the Bengals, he was 
also nominated for McDonald's All-American honors and 
led the state of Nevada in assists.  
 
Scott is the fourth student-athlete to declare their intentions 
to join the Wildcats this winter. Previous signees include 
forward Chris Sprinker (University Place, Wash./Tacoma 
CC) and guards Shane Miller (Moscow, Idaho/Treasure 
Valley CC) and Jon Clift (Spokane, Wash./CC of 
Spokane). 
 
Wildcats Sign Point Guard From Spokane CC (5/8/08) 
 
Jon Clift, a point guard from the Community Colleges of 
Spokane, has declared his intention to continue his 
collegiate basketball career at Central Washington 
University.  
 
Clift spent the past two seasons as the point guard at 
Spokane, playing for former CWU assistant coach Mike 
Burns in 2007-08. He earned second team East Region 
honors, helping the Sasquatch to a 30-2 overall record and 
a second-place finish at the NWAACC tournament. 
 
"Jon is very smart and hard-working point guard," Sparling 
said, "who has proven himself at the junior college level. 
He will add depth to the point guard position and he has 
been a very successful player throughout his career -- both 
at the high school and junior college levels. And overall, 
Jon is a quality student-athlete." 
 
Clift, whose older brother Marcus starred for two seasons at 
GNAC rival Northwest Nazarene, averaged 3.8 assists and 
1.8 steals per game as a sophomore this past winter for the 
Sasquatch. As a freshman in 2006-07, he started all 29 
games at point guard, averaging 11.1 points and 3.0 
rebounds per game while totaling 98 assists and 63 steals. 
 
Over the course of his two seasons at CCS, the Sasquatch 
posted a combined 43-18 record. A two-year letterman at 
Joel E. Ferris High School in Spokane, Clift was a member 
of Saxon teams that went a combined 45-11 with two Class 
4A state tournament appearances in two seasons under head 
coach Don Van Lierop.  
 
His prep accolades included first team all-Greater Spokane 
League honors, honorable mention all-state, and second 
team all-WIAA Class 4A state tournament.  
 
Clift averaged 17 points, four assists, and 2.5 steals per 
game during his senior season at Ferris, with his top 
performance including 27 points and 10 assists against 
Spokane's East Valley High School. 
 
Also an academic standout, Clift was named to the 
NWAACC Men's Basketball Academic Team with a 3.63 
grade-point average. He plans to major in accounting at 
CWU. 
 



Treasure Valley CC Guard To Play For Wildcats 
(4/21/07) 
 
Shane Miller, an all-region guard from Treasure Valley 
Community College, will continue his collegiate basketball 
career at Central Washington University. 
 
A 6-foot-4 guard and native of Moscow, Idaho, Miller 
averaged 20.3 points per game for the Chukars en route to 
first team NWAACC East Region honors. He ranked eighth 
in the NWAACC in scoring and was also among the 
conference leaders in three-pointers and free throws.  
 
"We are excited to add a quality student-athlete like Shane 
to our program," CWU coach Sparling said. "We like 
Shane's ability to shoot the three and to get to the free 
throw line. He will also help us immensely on the defensive 
end, and we truly like his length and how hard he plays. An 
added bonus for us is the fact that he has three years 
remaining, which is something that will help us balance our 
classes out."  
 
Miller starred during his prep career at Moscow High 
School - the same school that produced current Wildcat 
guard Matt Penoncello. While playing for the Bears, Miller 
was the Inland Empire League Player of the Year as a 
senior in 2006-07 and was also chosen as the top prep 
player in Northern Idaho following his final high school 
season.  
 
Wildcats Add Tacoma CC Standout Chris Sprinkler 
(4/18/08)  
 
Chris Sprinker, a standout from Tacoma Community 
College last winter, will transfer to Central Washington and 
play basketball for the Wildcats this coming season.  
 
The 6-foot-9 forward, who originally hails from University 
Place, averaged 17.2 points per game while leading the 
NWAACC in rebounding (11.5 rebounds per game) and 
ranking among the conference leaders in blocked shots (2.4 
per game).  
 
"Chris brings athleticism, shot-blocking, scoring, and 
rebounding abilities," Sparling said. "His addition allows us 
to move Jake (Beitinger) back to his natural position as a 
four (forward), although everybody will play both on the 
perimeter and on the inside."  
 
Sprinker prepped at Curtis High School in University 
Place. He then redshirted his freshman season at Division I 
Eastern Washington University in 2006-07 before 
transferring to TCC, and he will have three years of 
eligibility remaining. 
 
"By adding a player of Chris' caliber, our program now has 
the potential to have a very special and talented front line," 
Sparling said. "We are very excited to have another quality 
student-athlete join our program -- both on the basketball 
court and in the law and justice program where Chris plans 
to study."  
 

Montana State Billings 
 
Yellowjackets Add Transfer from Western Oklahoma 
State (8/28/08) 
 
Guard Mario Burns is the latest recruit to ink with Montana 
State University Billings for the 2008-09 basketball season.  
 
“Mario gives us one of the quickest guys on the court night 
in and night out,” MSUB coach George Pfeifer said. “He is 
older so we need him to utilize his past experiences and 
basketball successes with this year's program.”  
 
Burns graduated from Mojave High School in Las Vegas, 
Nev., in 2000 and is a 6-0 point guard. He played his first 
year of junior college at Feather River Junior College in 
Quincy, Calif., in 2004-05. There he averaged 15.2 points 
and 6.2 assists per game. He was named to the Golden 
West Conference All-Defensive team and was a Golden 
West all-conference selection.  
 
Burns then transferred to Western Oklahoma State College 
in Altus, Okla., for the 2006-07 season where he continued 
his impressive play. Burns averaged 13.8 points and 7.6 
assists per game for a team that went 21-10 after winning 
just six games the previous season. Burns also torched the 
nets as he shot 48 percent from the field.  
 
MSUB Adds Another Division I Recruit (7/29/08)  
 
Montana State Billings coach George Pfeifer has signed his 
second ex-Division I player - former University of 
Wyoming reserve Travis Bunker. Earlier Mike Hall from 
the University of Idaho elected to transfer to MSUB.  
 
“Travis is a really nice player who can do a lot of things at 
both ends of the court and will give us a mature leader,” 
Pfeifer said.  
 
Bunker, a native of Beaver, Utah, is a 6-6, 210-pound 
senior wing. He comes to MSUB after one year at 
Wyoming and also played at College of Southern Idaho and 
Dixie State College.  
 
Last season at Wyoming, Bunker played in 27 games and 
started three for the Cowboys. He had a career-high nine 
points, six rebounds and five assists against Chadron State 
on New Year's Eve.  
 
Prior to Wyoming, Bunker played for the College of 
Southern Idaho for his sophomore year. He was a team 
captain on a team that posted a 30-7 record and advanced to 
the National Semifinals of the National Junior College 
Athletic Association Tournament. He played in 18 games 
for CSI, suffered a stress fracture in his foot that limited his 
playing time.  
 
“I had the pleasure to witness Travis play at the NJCAA 
Tournament while he was at CSI,” Pfeifer added. “The 
tournament was his first appearance after his injury and 
about five minutes into the opening round game, every 
coach in the arena was flipping through their media guide 



as he was making shot after shot. I know from that 
tournament alone that he got a half dozen Division I 
offers.”  
 
Bunker averaged 6.9 points and 5.9 rebounds at CSI and 
was offered scholarships to Portland State, Weber State, 
Cal Poly, Cal State Northridge, Brigham Young and Utah, 
among others.  
 
As a freshman at Dixie State College, Bunker averaged 9.4 
points, 7.1 rebounds and 2.2 assists as DSC posted a 21-12 
record and captured its region championship.  
 
Prior to Dixie State, Bunker redshirted at Snow College and 
then went on his Mission to South Korea and played the 
last year that Dixie State was a junior college before 
transferring to College of Southern Idaho.  
 
Bunker attended Beaver High School in Beaver, Utah, 
where he led the team to a 22-3 record and the 2A State 
Championship his senior year. He was named the Utah 2A 
Player of the Year as a senior and averaged 16.0 points, 6.0 
rebounds and 2.5 assists as a senior that year.  
 
Yellowjackets Add Idaho Transfer (7/14/08) 
 
Former University of Idaho standout Mike Hall has signed 
to play basketball this winter at Montana State University 
Billings.  
 
“Mike is a great addition to our program,” MSUB first-year 
coach George Pfeifer said. “He has performed on large 
stages in big games throughout his career and not just 
performed well he has had amazing nights. He is not a 
volume shooter, his shooting accuracy speaks to shot 
selection.”  
 
Hall, a native of Troy, Ohio, played one season for Pfeifer 
at Idaho after transferring from Lon Morris College. At 
Idaho, Hall finished third on the team in scoring at 9.6 
points per game. He played in 27 games and started 24 for 
the Vandals. He was third in conference play in the 
Western Athletic Conference in three-point shots made 
with 50 and ranked fourth overall in percentage at 43.9 and 
shot 91 percent from the line on 34 of 37.  
 
Hall led the Vandals in scoring four times last season, 
including a 29-point performance against San Jose State 
where he went 10 for 11 from the field and 9 of 10 from 
beyond the arc. That performance was a single game Idaho 
record and ranked him second overall for three-point 
shooting accuracy.  
 
“In our game verse Arizona State prior to open of 
conference play at Idaho, Mike scored 18 points,” Pfeifer 
added. “That was his breakout game. He scored in double-
digits in 12 of the next 16 games. Words can't express my 
joy in reuniting with him. I have high expectations for what 
Mike can contribute next season.”  
 
Prior to Idaho, Hall played at two junior colleges. At Lon 
Morris College, he helped lead the team to a sixth-place 

finish at the NJCAA National Tournament. He earned all-
tournament honors averaging 18.8 points per game. During 
the tournament, he shot 19 of 42 from beyond the arc 
(.452), including an opening round performance of 9 of 12.  
 
Prior to Lon Morris, Hall played at Cincinnati State Tech 
where he earned Freshman of the Year honors. He averaged 
17.3 points and 3.4 assists per game for the Surge. He was 
an Ohio Community College Athletic Conference first team 
selection and he helped led the team to a fifth place finish 
at the NJCAA National Tournament. Hall led the NJCAA 
(National Junior College Athletic Association) hitting 82 of 
133 (.609) 3-pointers that year.  
 
Weisz Transfers From Dawson CC (7/10/08) 
 
Adam Weisz from Dawson Community College will play 
basketball this winter for Montana State Billings. 
 
“We are very excited that Adam is joining the Yellowjacket 
basketball program,” first-year coach George Pfeifer said.  
 
“He will bring us a hardnosed, competitive style of play 
day in and day out. His numerous academic accolades 
speak volumes toward the character and resolve which 
transfers from the classroom to the court. He comes from a 
veteran coach in Don Mast so he has been well schooled 
the past couple of years.”  
 
Weisz, a six-foot guard from Melstone, Mont., was 
Dawson's team captain last season when he averaged seven 
points and two assists per game. Weisz shot 45 percent 
from the field, 37 percent from beyond the arc and 70 
percent from the line as he helped lead the team to a 20-10 
record. 
 
At Melstone High School, Weisz averaged 24 points and 
four assists as a senior as he helped lead the team to the 
Class C State Championship with a 25-1 record. He was 
named Most Valuable Player for the state tournament and 
was an all-conference and all-state selection, as well as 
being named to the Great Falls Tribune Super-State Team.  
 
Pfeifer Signs First Recruit (7/8/08) 
 
New Montana State University Billings coach George 
Pfeifer has signed his first recruit. Western Oklohoma State 
transfer Derrick Wright will play for the Yellowjackets 
next season  
 
“Derrick is a versatile player,” Pfeifer said. “He can do 
work with his back to the basket, and can face up on the 
perimeter. For his size, he has the ability to handle the ball 
very well. We are looking for him to impact our program 
right away.”  
 
Wright, a Brooklyn, N.Y., native is a 6-6 power forward 
and played the last two years at Western Oklahoma State 
College where he averaged 13.9 points per game and shot 
50 percent from the field for the Pioneers.  
 



Wright prepped at Brooklyn One A High School where he 
averaged 15 points per game and seven rebounds per 
game. He was ranked in Jerry Mullen's top JUCO report 
and received interest from St. Francis College (NY), 
Middle Tennessee and Duquesne University this past 
spring.  
 
Montana Class A MVP Signs With MSUB (5/8/08) 
 
Darrel John (DJ) Fish has signed a national letter of intent 
to play basketball for the Yellowjackets. Fish, a native of 
Browning, Mont., is a 6-5 forward who was named 
Montana Most Valuable Player in Class A for the 2007-08 
season. He helped lead the Runnin' Indian basketball team 
to the state title as well.  
 
His other accolades include being named Super State from 
2006-2008 and earned all-conference honors from 2005-
2008. In addition to playing basketball, Fish was an all-
state cross country runner in 2007-08 and earned academic 
all-state in cross country as well. He was the number one 
runner on the team, too.  
 
Fish is the fourth signee for the 2008-09 season as he joins 
Ryan Meehan of Beaverton, Ore., and Lance Anderson and 
Brad Hodge of Grays Harbor College.  
 
MSUB Adds Another Player From Grays Harbor 
(5/7/08) 
 
Brad Hodge, a 6-9 forward from Grays Harbor College in 
Aberdeen, Wash., has signed a national letter of intent with 
Montana State Billings.  
 
“Brad will bring some tremendous offensive and defensive 
skills to the program immediately,” MSUB athletic director 
Dr. Gary Gray said. “He can rebound, shoot inside, shoot 
outside, and play tough defense. As a 6-9 player, he will 
show and immediate presence on the court." 
 
Hodge, a native of Hillsboro, Ore., played with 
Yellowjacket signee Lance Anderson at Grays Harbor. 
Hodge helped lead the Chokers to an 18-12 record last 
season. He averaged 7.4 rebounds per game which was 
good for 18th in the NWAACC. In addition, he had 144 
defensive rebounds, which ranked second. 
 
Prior to attending Grays Harbor, Hodge redshirted at Salt 
Lake Community College and prepped at Hillsboro High 
School where he helped lead the team to a runner-up finish 
in state in 2002-03. He was tabbed second team all-metro 
in 2003-04 and was named to the LSI all-tournament team 
and first team all-metro in 2004-05. Hodge ranks sixth in 
scoring all-time in Oregon.  
 
Yellowjackets Add Second Recruit (4/30/08) 
 
Lance Anderson has signed a national letter of intent to 
play basketball with Montana State University Billings.  
 
“I am very pleased Lance has decided to transfer to MSUB 
and become a Yellowjacket,” MSUB athletic director Dr. 

Gary Gray said. “He will bring great experience to our 
basketball program. Lance comes to us from an excellent 
junior college program, and he will fit in well with our 
current roster and our campus.”  
 
Anderson, a native of Menlo, Wash., has spent the last two 
years at Grays Harbor Community College in Aberdeen, 
Wash., and helped the Chokers to an 18-12 record this past 
season.  
 
He prepped at Willapa Valley High School, where he 
averaged 12 points, 10 rebounds and three blocks a game 
his senior year. There, he participated in basketball, 
football and track earning numerous accolades.  
 
An all-league selection in basketball his junior year and a 
first team all-league selection his senior year as well as 
participating in the WIBCA All-State game as well during 
his senior campaign highlighted his accomplishments.  
Willapa Valley was district champions his sophomore and 
junior years, as well as a second-place finish in the state 
tournament as a junior.  
 
In addition to high school basketball, Anderson played for 
the Emerald City League AAU team as well.  
 
Yellowjackets Sign Beaverton Standout (4/29/08) 
 
Beaverton, Ore., native, Ryan Meehan, has signed a 
national letter of intent to play men's basketball at Montana 
State Billings. 
 
Meehan, a 6-3 wing, played his high school basketball at 
Beaverton High School where he averaged 20 points, six 
rebounds and four assists as a junior and followed that up 
with 19 points, seven rebounds and four assists as a senior.  
 
He was named team Most Valuable Player his junior and 
senior seasons, as well as being named second team all-
metro 6A as a junior and first team as a senior. In addition, 
Meehan was a McDonald's All-American state nominee in 
2008.  
 
Northwest Nazarene 
 
David Reeher signs with NNU (11/15/07) 
 
David Reeher, a 6-9 forward from Crook County High 
School in Prineville, Ore., has signed a National Letter of 
Intent to attend NNU and play basketball for the Crusaders.  
 
"We are very excited to have David as part of our program 
here at NNU,” NNU coach Tim Hills said. "With his size, 
athleticism, and touch he has the potential to be an impact 
player in our conference. We have been fortunate enough 
the past two years to sign some quality high school 
prospects and we can add David to that list."  
 
Reeher was a second-team Oregon all-state selection and a 
first-team all-Intermountain Conference pick last season as 
a junior.  
 



On the court, David averaged 19.0 points and 9.0 rebounds 
per game last season, while off the court he carries a 3.63 
GPA and is a member of the National Honor Society.  
 
Western Oregon 
 
Former Viking To Play For Western Oregon (7/7/08) 
 
Forward Gabe Thrash (6-8, 225, Jr.), who began his career 
at Western Washington, will transfer to Western Oregon 
this fall to play basketball for the Wolves. Thrash played at 
Bakersfield College this past year after spending his frosh 
season at WWU. 
 
A native of Gardena , Calif. , he helped Gardena High 
School to a city championship during his junior season and 
he was a first team All-Marine League pick as a senior.  
 
“We are excited to have an outstanding student-athlete like 
Gabe,” Stanger said. “He is a tremendous athlete with a 
great work ethic that brings us depth at the post position.”  
 
Wolves Add Two Players To Recruiting Class (5/21/08) 
 
Junction City's Blair Wheadon and McCall, Idaho's Marcus 
Harris have signed National Letters of Intent to play 
basketball for Western Oregon University.  
 
They join previous 2008 signees Kyle Long (McMinnville) 
and Kolton Nelson (Klamath Falls/Mazama HS) as new 
members of the Wolves program.  
 
Wheadon, a 6-1 combo guard, was a first team all-state 
selection (4A) at Junction City this year. He was the Sky-
Em League Player of the Year, averaging 22 points a game 
for the Tigers. He set school records for most points, field 
goals and free throws in a season, and will play in the 
OACA Gatorade All-Star game.  
 
“Blair is a very versatile player, and has an excellent 
knowledge of the game,” WOU coach Craig Stanger said. 
“We are really excited to have him in our program. He is a 
great competitor. We are looking for better scoring on the 
perimeter, and he helps us with that goal.”  
 
Harris is a 6-0 shooting guard from McCall-Donnelly High 
School . Originally from North Kitsap High School 
(Washington), Harris played his last two seasons in Idaho .  
 
“We felt like Marcus kinda flew under the recruiting 
radar,” Stanger said. “He is a very good scorer, has a great 
ability to get off his shot, but he is also a team player. He is 
also a very smart player.”  
 
Harris averaged 21 points a game and was the Snake River 
Valley Conference Player of the Year. He was an all-state 
pick and has been chosen to the Boise Flite Select team. He 
nailed 52 three-pointers this season, and hit for a school-
record 45 points in one game.  
 
“With our returning point guard Dane Johnson, who runs 
the transition game so well, we wanted to get quicker and 

better on the perimeter,” Stanger added. “These two guys 
and also Kyle Long fit the bill to make us better in that 
area.”  
 
Wolves Sign Freshmen From Klamath Falls, 
McMinnville (5/8/08) 
 
Two players - Kolton Nelson from Mazuma High School in 
Klamath Falls and McMinnville's Kyle Long - have signed 
national letters-of-intent to play basketball at Western 
Oregon University. 
 
Nelson is a 6-8, 260 pound center, while Long is a 6-3, 175 
pound guard.  
 
"These are good team guys, players that will work hard and 
fit right in with our team's work ethic," WOU coach Craig 
Stagner saif. "I am really pleased with the level of play that 
they guys bring to us."  
 
Nelson ranks sixth on Mazama's all-time scoring list with 
nearly 800 career points. He led the Southern Sky 
Conference this past winter in scoring with a 20.2 average 
and nearly 10 rebounds a game and was named the Most 
Valuable Player of the SSC. He also ranked third in the 
state (5A) in scoring.  
 
Nelson had at least eight blocked shots in a game on 
numerous occasions, and he tallied 188 career blocks in just 
two seasons at Mazama. "Kolton has tremendous 
opportunity for growth," Stanger said. "He is smart, uses 
his body well and is a disaplined post player. We feel like 
his best basketball is ahead of him."  
 
Long was a two-time All-Pacific Conference selection at 
McMinnville. A three-year starter, Long led the Grizzlies 
all three seasons in assists and paced his team in scoring the 
past two campaigns. He finished his prep career in third 
place on McMinnville's all-time scoring list and he is fifth 
in assists.  
 
Long averaged 21.3 points per game this season, fifth best 
in the state at the 6A level. He will play in the Northwest 
Shootout all-star game and the Gatorade-OACA All-Star 
Basketball Classic.  
 
"Kyle is a very good team player who can shoot and pass 
equally well," Stanger explained. "He understands the 
game, and he can help us right away at either guard spot."  
 
Western Washington 
 
Vikings Sign Alaska Player-of-the-Year (5/28/08) 
 
Forward Cameron Severson, who was the 2007 Class 3A 
Player of the Year and scored 1,684 career points at 
Petersburg (Alaska) High School, has signed a scholarship 
agreement to play for Western Washington University.  
 
The 6-foot-4 Severson was a three-time Alaska all-State 
choice, earning first-team honors as a junior and senior and 
second-team recognition as a sophomore. A three-time, 



first-team Region V all-conference choice, he averaged 
21.0 points, 10.0 points, 4.5 assists, 2.4 blocks and 1.8 
steals as a senior on a 21-5 team that won a third straight 
league title and placed fourth at state.  
 
Petersburg also won the Region V Crossover game between 
the 3A small and 4A large school champions, the first time 
in the contest's 24-year history that it had been 
accomplished on the large school's home floor.  
 
Severson, who scored a career-high 37 points against Craig, 
was a three-time state all-tournament pick.  
 
The state's POY as a junior, Severson led Petersburg to a 
25-3 record and the state championship, scoring 31 points 
versus Eielson in the title game. That season he averaged 
20.5 points, 12.7 rebounds, 3.7 assists, 2.5 steals and 2.0 
blocks.  
 
Severson was a second-team all-state pick as a sophomore 
on a 21-7 team that finished fifth at state.  
 
Vikings Sign Australian Seven-Footer (5/9/08) 
 
Seven-foot center Dave Vanderjagt, who played the last 
two years at NCAA Division I University of Montana, has 
signed a scholarship agreement to play men's basketball at 
Western Washington University .  
 
A junior from Townsville, Australia , the 245-pound 
Vanderjagt saw action in 13 games for the Grizzlies last 
season. He averaged 1.1 points and 1.3 rebounds, shooting 
63.6 percent (7-of-11) from the field. His best game came 
against Sacramento State on Feb. 14 when he had eight 
points on 4-of-5 floor accuracy and six rebounds.  
 
Vanderjagt, who wears size 17 shoes, is believed to be the 
first 7-footer to play for Western.  
 
The 21-year-old Vanderjagt was a premier player at 
Townsville State High School and was one of 15 players 
selected to compete for the All-Australia team.  
 
He played on the 2004 Australian U-19 Youth Olympic 
team, which won a gold medal, and competed on a 
Queensland team that won a state championship in the U-
18 Australian Country Basketball Cup.  
 
Vanderjagt's sister, Rebecca, plays basketball at the 
University of Wyoming. His brother, Greg , competes in 
the National Basketball League in Australia as did their 
father, Ron.  
 
Vikings Add NWAACC All-Star From Highline 
(11/25/07) 
 
Morris Anderson, who is currently attending Highline CC, 
has signed a national letter of intent to to play basketball at 
Western Washington University.  
 
A 6-foot-3 guard, Anderson was a first-team NWAACC 
Western Division all-star as a sophomore at Highline CC 

last season. He averaged 14.0 points in helping the 
Thunderbirds to a 21-9 record, the region co-championship 
and the quarterfinals at the NWAACC tournament.  
 
There they lost to eventual champion Clackamas CC in 
double overtime, 85-84, as Anderson earned second-team 
all-tournament recognition. As a freshman at HCC, 
Anderson played on a 23-7 squad that won the NWAACC 
championship.  
 
A McDonald's All-America nominee as a senior at Federal 
Way High School , Anderson was a first-team Federal Way 
News all-City and all-South Puget Sound League selection. 
He was co-MVP of a team that tied for the SPSL title, 
averaging 15.0 points and shooting 52.0 percent from three-
point range. 

 



2007-08 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
Seawolves Add Another Player From Australia 
(7/31/07) 
 
Guard Kevin White, of Manley, Australia, will join the 
Alaska Anchorage basketball team as a transfer in 2007-08. 
White will be an incoming freshman at UAA after 
redshirting last season at NAIA San Diego Christian. 
 
The 6-2, 185-pounder was the 2005 New South Wales high 
school Basketballer of the Year after averaging 23.6 points, 
8.4 rebounds and 4.0 assists per game as a senior at Scots 
College.  
 
White then went on to captain the NSW squad that won the 
gold medal at the Australian Under-20 National 
Championships, averaging eight points, four rebounds and 
three assists in that tournament. As a junior in 2004, he 
averaged 19.5 points, 6.8 rebounds and 5.5 assists for Scots 
College. 
 
"Kevin is a great young man who we feel will help solidify 
our backcourt for next season and years to come," UAA 
coach Rusty Osborne said. "He brings the ability to play 
both guard positions, and he is now fully recovered from 
the shoulder injury that forced him to redshirt last season." 
 
White joins an extremely strong Seawolf recruiting class 
that already includes fellow transfers Chris Bryant (G, 6-3, 
200, Metlakatla HS/Drake) and Jeremiah Trueman (F, 6-9, 
210, Stratford, New Zealand/San Diego Christian), plus 
freshmen Kyle Doerr (F, 6-7, 210, Rapid City, S.D./St. 
Thomas More HS), Phillip Hearn (G/F, 6-5, 200, West 
Anchorage HS) and Colin Voreis (F, 6-6, 225, Vermilion, 
Ohio). 
 
UAA, which is coming off back-to-back NCAA 
appearances, will also premiere Division I transfer and 
former Bartlett High star Doug Hardy and former Alaska 
3A Player of the Year Lonnie Ridgeway in the backcourt 
next year. Both players redshirted in 2006-07. 
 
New Zealander To Play for Seawolves (5/22/07) 
 
Forward Jeremiah Trueman, who is a native of Stratford, 
New Zealand, is transferring to the University of Alaska 
Anchorage for the 2007-08 basketball season.  
 
The 6-9, 210-pound Trueman was a starter his first two 
collegiate seasons at San Diego Christian, where he 
averaged 6.8 points on 64 percent shooting, plus 5.0 
rebounds per game, helping the Hawks to back-to-back 
NAIA National Tournament appearances. As a sophomore 
in 2006-07, he shot .653 from the field – No. 2 in the 
GSAC – and averaged 7.6 points and 5.7 rebounds as SDC 
won the GSAC title and reached a No. 7 national ranking.  
 

“We are very fortunate to get a player of Jeremiah's ability 
late in the recruiting process,” said UAA coach Rusty 
Osborne, who enters his fourth year at the helm next 
season. “He is a legitimate 6-9 and also very athletic. He 
can play inside and out offensively, plus he is a tremendous 
rebounder and defender. Jeremiah does all the things that 
help you win, and he plays harder than anyone on the 
floor.”  
 
In summer 2006, Trueman was a member of the 14-
member New Zealand ‘Tall Blacks' national squad that 
played a series against Australia. In January 2005, he was a 
member of the Junior Tall Blacks that played in the 
Australian Youth Olympic Festival in Sydney, scoring 14 
points in the tournament's final.  
 
“Any time a player gets international experience, it boosts 
the level of his game, and that has been the case with 
Jeremiah,” Osborne added. “The combination of Carl Arts , 
McCade Olsen and Jeremiah gives us a very formidable 
front line as all three are serious regional and national 
honors candidates. In addition, they all bring different skills 
and strengths to the floor, which gives us a lot of 
versatility.”  
 
Trueman becomes the fifth member of UAA's 2007-08 
recruiting class, joining freshmen Kyle Doerr (F, 6-7, 210, 
Rapid City, S.D./St. Thomas More HS), Phillip Hearn (G/F, 
6-5, 200, West Anchorage HS) and Colin Voreis (F, 6-6, 
225, Vermilion, Ohio), and senior transfer Chris Bryant (G, 
6-3, 200, Metlakatla HS/Drake).  
 
“(Associate head coach) Shane Rinner and (assistant coach) 
Bryan Weakley have done a great job this spring. We feel 
our recruiting class so far has been tremendous,” Osborne 
said. “We have Jeremiah and Chris Bryant to fill immediate 
needs in the frontcourt and shooting guard sports, plus we 
have added three freshmen who will be the future of the 
program.”  
 
The Seawolves will also premiere Division I transfer and 
former Bartlett High star Doug Hardy and former Alaska 
3A Player of the Year Lonnie Ridgeway in the backcourt 
next year. Both players redshirted in 2006-07.  
 
Ohio Prep Star Colin Voreis Signs with UAA (5/9/07)  
 
Colin Voreis, of Vermilion, Ohio, has signed a National 
Letter of Intent to play for the University of Alaska 
Anchorage. The 6-6, 225-pound forward will join UAA for 
his freshman season this winter.  
 
Voreis was named All-Ohio Division II Special Mention by 
the Associated Press in 2006-07 after averaging 21.5 points 
and 11.5 rebounds per game for Vermilion High School.  
 
He helped the Sailors tie for the West Shore League 
regular-season championship – VHS's first league title in 
16 years – and earned selection to the Ohio High School 
Basketball Coaches North-South All-Star Game. As a 
junior in 2005-06, Voreis was the Lorain County Div. II 
Player of the Year, averaging 21.1 ppg and 10.1 rpg.  



 
“Our staff is delighted to have Colin join our program,” 
said Osborne, who will enter his fourth season at the UAA 
helm. “He is very similar to Carl Arts in that he can play 
inside but also is a good perimeter shooter. He is extremely 
strong at 6-6, 225, and with hard work he can get even 
stronger.”  
 
Vories' father, Glen, played college basketball at Southwest 
Missouri State from 1980-82, including a pair of games 
against the Seawolves in Anchorage.  
 
“Colin comes from a good high school program in Ohio 
and is accustomed to winning,” Osborne added. “We feel 
that with experience, he is going to be an excellent player 
in the GNAC for the next four years.”  
 
Seawolves Get Transfer From Division I Drake 
University (4/19/07) 
 
Former Metlakatla standout Chris Bryant will join Alaska 
Anchorage as a transfer in 2007-08. The 6-3, 190-pound 
guard will have one year of eligibility at UAA, following 
three seasons at Division I Drake University in Des 
Moines, Iowa.  
 
Bryant averaged 7.0 points and 2.0 rebounds in 78 career 
games with the Bulldogs, knocking down 120 three-
pointers. He scored in double-digits 25 times at Drake, 
including a career-high 26 points against Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi and 21 against Illinois State as a freshman, 
and 16 points in an 87-84 loss at Boston College as a 
sophomore. In games in which he played at least 10 
minutes, he averaged double figures in points.  
 
“Our staff is extremely excited that Chris has chosen to 
return to Alaska and play at UAA,” said UAA coach Rusty 
Osborne, who has led the Seawolves to back-to-back 
NCAA Div. II Tournament bids. “He could have 
transferred many places, including Division I schools, but 
he chose to be a Seawolf. Over the last three years, he has 
proven to be an excellent scorer in the Missouri Valley 
Conference, one of the top leagues in the country.”  
 
Bryant was a first-team all-state selection as a senior at 
Metlakatla in 2003-04. He led all scorers (28.3 ppg) and 
rebounders (12.0 rpg) at the 2004 Class 3A state 
tournament, shooting 66 percent from the field and 53 
percent on three-pointers. That tournament also featured 
current UAA all-conference forward Carl Arts, then of 
Valdez.  
 
“With the loss of Eric Draper and Buddy Bailey, we needed 
an experienced shooting guard, and Chris should fit his role 
well, both on the court and off,” Osborne added. “He is a 
great role model for the youth of Alaska and helps us 
continue to attract top Alaskans to UAA. He and Phillip 
Hearn are a great start to this year's recruiting class.”  
 
Hearn, a 6-5, 200-pound wing from West Anchorage High, 
became the first member of UAA's 2007-08 recruiting class 
when he signed a National Letter of Intent last November.  

 
Anchorage Prep Standout Signs With Seawolves 
(11/28/06) 
 
Local prep standout Phillip Hearn has signed a National 
Letter of Intent to play basketball for the University of 
Alaska Anchorage.  
 
Hearn, a 6-5, 200-pound swingman, was a Class 4A 
second-team all-state selection by the Anchorage Daily 
News in 2005-06 after helping West Anchorage to its 
second straight large-schools state title.  
 
As a junior last season Hearn averaged 13.8 points, 7.4 
rebounds and 2.5 assists per game to go along with 55 
blocks and shooting numbers of 47.2 percent overall, 42 
percent from three-point range, and 83.5 percent on free 
throws.  
 
“Our coaching staff is excited that Phillip has decided to 
join the Seawolves,” said Rusty Osborne, who his in his 
third year as UAA's head coach. “He follows recent 
outstanding Alaska players Carl Arts, Trenton Millar, Doug 
Hardy, Lonnie Ridgeway and Buddy Bailey in showing the 
commitment our program has to keeping the best Alaskans 
here.  
 
"My assistants, Shane Rinner and Bryan Weakley, did an 
outstanding job showing Phillip all the positives that UAA 
has to offer him both on and off the floor.”  
 
Hearn becomes the first member of the 2007-08 recruiting 
class for UAA, which will lose two seniors to graduation.  
 
“With only one scholarship open for next season, we had to 
be very selective in whom we brought in, and Phillip brings 
the whole package to our program,” Osborne added. “He 
has state ‘player-of-the-year' potential and can play 
multiple positions. His work ethic will fit in perfectly with 
the other young players in the program.  
 
“Equally important to us were the qualities that Phillip 
displays away from the court. He is an outstanding student 
whose GPA and test scores would have allowed him to 
choose from many of the nation's top academic institutions, 
including the Ivy League.  
 
"He has chosen to enter UAA's civil engineering program, 
which has been nationally recognized for excellence. In 
addition, Phillip has outstanding character and values that 
will allow him to be a great teammate and an outstanding 
role model." 
 
Alaska Fairbanks 
 
Nanooks Add Two More Players To 2007-08 Roster 
 
Jason Simmons from Cliffwood, NJ and Ervin Dunson of 
Akron, Ohio will enroll at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks this fall and will play basketball for the Nanooks.  
 



The 6-7 Simmons is a transfer from Voorhees College , 
where he redshirted his one season with the Tigers. He 
played four years of high school basketball at Matawan 
Regional High School in Aberdeen , N.J. , finishing with 
1136 career points, including a career-high 33-point effort 
against Manasquan High School. 
 
“In Jason, I saw someone that gives us the athleticism and 
diversity that I am looking for,” said UAF coach Clem 
Johnson. “He is an individual that can play both the three 
and four positions. He can post up well but can also step 
out and hit the 15-footer or even a three-pointer, which will 
really be difficult for other teams to defend against. That 
the kind of team we are trying to become now: a diversified 
team that is very athletic and very quick.”  
 
Simmons also played six seasons of AAU ball with the 
New Jersey-based Kids Plus and TrailBlazers teams, where 
he played alongside the likes of Duke's Lance Thomas, 
Louisville's Derrick Caracter, and Andrew Bynum, now 
with the Los Angeles Lakers.  
 
In addition to his talent on the basketball court, Simmons 
also played four seasons of high school football at 
Matawan, and saw his name tossed around in Division I 
football recruiting circles as well. In the end, however, 
Simmons elected to come to Alaska to pursue basketball.  
 
“I pretty much always loved basketball: I just played 
football because my friends played it,” said Simmons. “But 
basketball was always my first choice.”  
 
At six-foot seven inches, Dunson, like Simmons, will add 
some much-needed height to the Nanooks' squad.  
 
“Ervin was one of the highest ranked players in the power 
forward position for junior colleges in the United States ,” 
said Johnson. “Needless to say anytime you have an 
opportunity like that, you jump on top of it.”  
 
Dunson comes to the team after spending two seasons with 
San Diego City College , where he established himself as a 
standout player for the Knights. Last season, Dunson 
grabbed more rebounds than any other player in the Pacific 
Coast Conference, pulling down 227 boards at the rate of 
8.1 per game. He also was among the league leaders in 
steals (1.5 per game) and blocks (1.3 per game), all while 
averaging 10.0 ppg for the Knights as well.  
 
“The other players are ‘oohing' and ‘ahhing' about the play 
of Ervin inside,” said Johnson. “He is dunking on players 
with consistency; he is going after every loose ball: this is 
an individual who is just full of energy, loves the game of 
basketball and is going to elevate the post position for us. 
We are looking for experience and workmanship from 
Ervin to help guide this team, and hopefully the others 
playing with him will watch, learn, and follow his lead.”  
 
Dunson's career-best game for San Diego City College 
came last season, when he pulled down 35 points and 22 
boards against San Diego Mesa College . He averaged 
nearly a double-double in his first season with the Knights 

as well, finishing his 2006 year with 16.0 points and 8.0 
rebounds..  
 
Simmons and Dunson become the fourth and fifth new 
additions to a revamped Nanook lineup. Johnson has also 
secured the services of guards Philippe Jourdain 
(Cambridge , Mass.), Bobby Pico (Barrow, Alaska), and 
DeRay Carger ( Baytown , Texas ) for the upcoming 
season.  
 
Nanooks Add JC Transfer From Nebraska Junior 
College (8/29/07) 
 
Philippe Jourdain, a 6-foot-2-inch guard from North Platte 
Community College in Nebraska, will enroll at Alaska 
Fairbanks this fall to play basketball for the Nanooks. 
 
In 59 games with the Knights, Jourdain (Jr., Cambridge, 
Mass.) averaged 10.3 points a game, and chipped in with 
159 career assists and 61 career steals.  
 
In both his freshman and sophomore seasons, he was 
named to the All-Nebraska Community College Athletic 
Conference first team as well as the All-Nebraska Junior 
College first team.  
 
Jourdain ended his North Platte career on a high as well, 
scoring in double-digits in six of his last seven games for 
the school, including a career-best 20 point effort against 
McCook Community College last February. 
 
“On the court, he is a very athletic point guard: he will give 
us extra depth at that position,” said UAF coach Clem 
Johnson. “I feel that he will assist us in going to the next 
level. Off the court, his demeanor with us was outstanding, 
he was humble and overjoyed to be here, which is 
important at this stage, to find people that want to be a part 
of the Nanook organization.”  
 
Born and raised in Boston, Jourdain played his high school 
ball at North Cambridge Catholic High School, where he 
earned a spot on the all-conference team in each of his 
three seasons.  
 
With the Panthers, Jourdain turned in a number of 
outstanding performances, including a 35-point, 15-
rebound effort against Cambridge Rindge and Latin, and a 
27-point, 12-board effort against Arlington Catholic. In his 
senior season in 2005, he averaged 23 points a game, and 
was named the team's Most Valuable Player.  
 
DeRay Carger First Recruit For UAF New Coach 
(7/28/07) 
 
Six-foot-2, 180-pound shooting guard (LaMarkus) DeRay 
Carger (CAR-jer) of Baytown, Texas, will play basketball 
this winter for the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
 
“I'm excited about coming up there to play,” said Carger. 
“It caught me off guard (when first-year coach Clem 
Johnson made contact) and it was a tough decision to make; 
but I had a good feeling about it because my conscience 



told me it was the right thing to do and my family was 
excited for me.”  
 
A well rounded multi-sport student-athlete, Carger prepped 
at Channelview High School in Texas. He was a four-year 
letterman for the Falcons' basketball team and a three-year 
letterman and wide receiver for the football team.  
 
A co-captain as a senior, he averaged 21 points, six 
rebounds, five assists and three steals per game and was 
named to the Division 5A All-District first team. Carger 
was a member of two Falcons' District Championship 
teams from 2004-05 and was also named to the all-district 
second team in 2006.  
 
Described as a silky-smooth shooter, Carger had some 
outstanding performances in his young career, including a 
27 point per game average with his AAU team in 2006 and 
a 41-point performance at the 2006 AAU Nationals.  
 
He has also tasted high-level competition and met success 
as a member of the Falcons' 5A State Championship team, 
who went 15-0 to capture the 2003 title his freshman year. 
Carger was looking at several programs when Johnson 
contacted him initially, including Division I programs like 
Northwestern, Tulane and Xavier and Division II St. 
Edwards, but in the end Carger liked what Johnson had to 
say.  
 
“He seems like a good, down to earth coach whose going to 
look out for me and I took his word.”  
 
Johnson had seen Carger's highlight recruiting tape and 
made contact with the recent graduate of Channelview 
High School. “This student-athlete will be able to play 
several positions for the Nanooks,” said Johnson. “This is 
the type of student-athlete we are seeking; athletic, 
versatile, goal oriented on and off the court and a good 
citizen.”  
 
A devoted student off the court, Carger was a Who's Who 
Among High School Students all four years of high school 
as well as a member of the National Society of High School 
Scholars and the National Honors Convocation from 2005-
07.  
 
Nanooks Go Global to Land Basketball Pair (5/11/07) 
 
Periodically the Alaska Nanooks pick up basketball players 
from Europe, but never before have they enlisted a prospect 
from Central America. That's about to change with the 
recent signing of Roger Munoz, a post player from 
Nicaragua who's spent the past two seasons playing junior 
college ball in Texas.  
 
Munoz, 6-foot-9 and 205 pounds, spent the last two years at 
Trinity Valley College. Munoz's statistics last season -- 1.3 
points and 1.5 rebounds per game in 17 contests -- are 
hardly eye-catching as he was a role player on a program 
that is sending three other players to Division II programs. 
Former Nanook Bogdan Popescu also attended TVCC in 
1998-99.  

But UAF coach Frank Ostanik sees a high upside, likening 
Munoz to former Nanook frontliner Jason Williams when 
he first arrived at UAF. "I think he's just scratching the 
surface as to where he could be," Ostanik said. "We were 
very impressed. He's ready to contribute defensively and as 
a rebounder. He'll take some time offensively." 
 
The Nanooks had a short bench with just eight players 
much of the 2006-07 campaign, but a shortage of numbers 
shouldn't be repeated as Ostanik expects to start next 
season with at least 15 players.  
 
In addition to a quartet of high school seniors from Alaska 
who have signed to join the team, the Nanooks will also be 
adding Mladen Begojevic, a native of Ruma, Serbia, who 
played two years at New Mexico Junior College in Hobbs, 
N.M. In 2005-06, the 6-5, 210-pound guard/forward 
averaged 8.1 points and 2.6 rebounds per game.  
 
Ostanik calls Begojevic a "classic European kid," a spot-up 
shooter with good range. "It's hard to find guys who can 
shoot. He has the mentality to shoot," Ostanik said.  
 
Nanooks Sign Two More Alaskans to Letters (1/13/07) 
 
The Alaska Nanooks have added two more of the state's top 
prep players to their 2007-08 recruiting class with the 
signing of David Cannamore of Eagle River and Tony 
Besse of Soldotna to National Letters of Intent. The duo 
joins Jesse Bean of Wasilla and John Clark of Wrangell in 
an all-Alaska class.  
 
UAF coach Frank Ostanik was excited not just by the on 
the court accomplishments of Cannamore and Besse but by 
their character off the court. He called the signing "icing on 
the cake." 
 
"To get two more players from our state is very exciting," 
Ostanik said. "They are exactly what we are looking for 
more and more in our recruits: They come from great 
families, they are well-coached and they are Alaskan. We 
can't have enough guys with those attributes." 
 
It didn't hurt that Ostanik knew the two were pretty good on 
the court, too, after watching them play at the Alaska 
Basketball Academy during various summers. 
 
"We watched both of them and were impressed," Ostanik 
said. "A lot of players just play but these two guys really 
competed hard. It didn't matter if it was 9 a.m. or 9 p.m. 
They always played hard. You could tell watching them 
that they love to play." 
 
Cannamore, a senior for Eagle River High School, was 
determined to play college basketball but didn't know 
where he would end up. The 6-4, 195-pound forward took 
the initiative to give Ostanik a tape at camp last summer to 
get the ball rolling. 
 
After some talk back and forth and a visit during the BP 
Top of the World Classic in November, Cannamore 
accomplished his goal. 



Cannamore, a team captain, has worked to help head coach 
Mark Erickson get the Eagle River program off the ground. 
In the team's first season last year, he earned honorable 
mention all-state honors as a junior after scoring 19 points 
and grabbing 7.5 rebounds a game. More importantly the 
team finished with eight wins, no small feat for an 
inaugural season. 
 
Ostanik likes the fact that Cannamore has a rare combo of 
size and shooting ability. Numerous high school coaches 
told him how tough Cannamore was and how difficult it 
was to stop him from scoring. 
 
"He has a very nice feel for the game and will do whatever 
is needed for his team to win. However, the qualities he 
possesses that really sold me were his character and 
toughness," Ostanik said. "He is one of those players who 
never seem to get rattled. He just finds a way to impact the 
game and beat you." 
 
Besse (pronounced like bess) is a senior forward for head 
coach Chris Hanson at Soldotna High School. The 6-6, 
190-pounder is a constant double double for the Stars this 
season, according to Hanson. In a recent article in the 
Peninsula Clarion, longtime Kenai head coach Jim Beeson 
called Besse "probably one of the better players, if not in 
our region, then in the state." 
 
Like Cannamore, Besse has held hopes of playing college 
ball for many years and became familiar with the Nanook 
program by attending camps during the summer. 
 
"It's very exciting because I've played since I was a little 
kid," he said of signing with Alaska. "I liked the school and 
how everything was set up. And I'm looking forward to 
staying in Alaska, too, and being kind of close to my 
family." 
 
Besse's mix of size, skill and versatility make for an 
intriguing upside at the college level. 
 
"As Tony's body develops and he gets bigger and stronger, 
he's going to have an opportunity to be very good. The key 
is that he loves to play," Ostanik said. 
 
"Every time I have watched Tony play, he has gotten 
better. We don't want kids who have potential; we want 
kids who are going to realize their potential. I think Tony is 
that kind of player." 
 
Alaska Hoops Sign Second Alaskan to 2007 Class 
(12/5/07) 
 
Center John Clark of Wrangell, has signed a national letter 
of intent to play basketball at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. 
 
Clark transferred to Mt. Edgecumbe High School in Sitka 
his fall after two years of high school in Oregon. The 6-9, 
220-pound post will play this season for Braves head coach 
Archie Young, a former Nanook guard who graduated in 
1996.  

"It has been very difficult to find size in the state of Alaska 
over the past three years, so to find someone who is 6'9" 
and from the state is a big deal for our program," UAF 
coach Frank Ostanik said. "I love the fact that he has very 
long arms and is left handed. That is a rare and nice 
combination in a big man." 
 
Clark spent the last two seasons playing for Western 
Mennonite School in Salem. Last year he put up double-
figure scoring to lead the Pioneers to third place at the 
Oregon 2A state tournament. He also earned first team all-
conference and Northwesthoops.com all-state honors as 
junior in 2005-06.  
 
"The greatest attribute that John has, besides his height, is 
his desire to be better," Ostanik said. "As his body matures 
and he physically develops, there will be a great 
opportunity for him to become a great basketball player," 
Ostanik said.  
 
"Every time I talk to him, he's asking what he needs to do 
to improve. That is a big deal to me."  
 
Clark would like to study marine biology or business at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks and lists playing 
professional basketball overseas as one of his top goals. He 
joins Wasilla High School point guard Jesse Bean in the 
class of 2007. 
 
"I think people are really going to enjoy watching John and 
Jesse play together over the next four years," Ostanik said.  
 
Bean Stays Home to Play For Nanooks (11/21/06) 
 
In the realm of college athletics it is often said that the most 
important but often hardest task a coach has is getting the 
top players in the state to stay home.  
 
Nanook head coach Frank Ostanik has made recruiting 
Alaska players a top priority and the hard work paid off 
with the signing of Wasilla (AK) High School star point 
guard Jesse Bean to a National Letter of Intent for the class 
of 2007.  
 
"Jesse Bean is one of the biggest signings our program has 
enjoyed in my tenure as an assistant and now as a head 
coach," Ostanik said. "Anytime we sign a young man who 
is extremely talented and from Alaska, we think it is a big 
deal. We want to win with as many Alaska kids as possible 
and this is a step in that direction. With Jesse, we have 
signed a special young man."  
 
Ostanik was impressed by Bean's combination of 
quickness, shooting ability and overall basketball IQ, a trio 
of traits that is had the Nanook coach energized in his 
office.  
 
"I was literally dancing in the office with Jesse on the 
phone. I can't remember being this excited when a young 
man has called to tell me he was coming in a long time," 
said Ostanik, who noted that assistant coach Rich Mendoza 
did a great job with Bean's recruitment.  



Bean picked the Nanooks after visiting the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks campus the weekend of Oct. 28-29.  
 
On the trip, he spent time with the coaches and players, 
watched the Nanooks defeat the UAF Alumni team and 
went to an Alaska hockey win over Ferris State. The visit 
sealed the deal for Bean, who has respect for the Nanooks 
success in the Great Northwest Athletic Conference and the 
prominent role Alaska-bred players have had in it.  
 
"I love the state of Alaska, so I'm happy to have the 
opportunity to play for the Nanooks," Bean said. "I'm so 
excited and I can't wait. It's always been my dream to play 
college basketball."  
 
The 5-11, 165-pound Bean has been a big contributor for 
the Warriors and head coach Jason Marvel since starting as 
a freshman. The four-year letter winner had a breakout 
season as a sophomore. Bean scored 11 points a game and 
led the team in assists, which allowed him to take home 
numerous honors including first team all-region, honorable 
mention all-state and the all-state tournament team.  
 
"He's a kid that any coach would bend over backwards to 
coach because he always does what you ask of him," 
Marvel said of his playmaker. "He works out hard in the 
off-season and is always in the gym working on his game. 
He's got the desire to be better."  
 
Bean did get better as a junior in 2005-06. The point guard 
stuffed the stat sheet with 18.1 points, 3.3 assists, 4.7 
rebounds, 2.3 steals a game to lead the Warriors to a 19-8 
record and the Northern Lights Conference title last year. 
The steady performance earned Bean team MVP honors, 
the Region III MVP and a spot on the all-state first team.  
 
"When Jesse's not on the floor, our team gets scared," 
Marvel said. "He handles the ball, gets guys open looks and 
does a little of everything. What's nice about Jesse is that 
he's a very unselfish player. He had a couple games where 
he went off for 30 or 35 points last year but you wouldn't 
ever know it because he allows the game to come to him."  
 
Both Ostanik and Bean attributed Marvel's coaching as a 
reason for Bean's development as a player at Wasilla.  
 
"Getting players who've been taught how to play makes our 
job easier," Ostanik said. "Anytime we get someone out of 
the Wasilla program, we know we have someone coming to 
us with a great understanding of how to play."  
 
Marvel said that Bean, who will enroll in the criminal 
justice program at UAF in fall 2007, is a hard-working 
student and charismatic leader, something Ostanik echoed.  
 
"I have found over the years that there are lots of great 
players and there are lots of great kids but there are very 
few who are both," Ostanik said.  
 
"Jesse is both. He comes from a great family, which I think 
is important, and is a very unassuming, quiet nice young 
man. But make no mistake about it; he'll rip your heart out 

to beat you. You can see it when he plays: He hates to 
lose."  
 
On the court, Bean reminds Ostanik and his staff of Tony 
Binetti, an All-American guard for GNAC rival Seattle 
Pacific University and last year's GNAC Player-of-the-
Year.  
 
"Both of them are point guards who have the ability to 
score and make their teammates better," Ostanik said. "I 
truly believe in my heart that Jesse can become that good. 
Every time I watch him, I am amazed at the things he 
does."  
 
Central Washington 
 
Wildcats Add Second Transfer From Eastern (8/9/07) 
 
Jake Beitinger (pronounced BET-in-jer), who began his 
college basketball career at Eastern Washington University, 
has signed an athletic financial aid agreement and will 
continue his basketball career at Central Washington 
University. 
 
Beitinger is the second former Eagle to transfer to CWU, 
joining former Eagle teammate Matt Penoncello .  
 
A 6-foot-8 forward from Port Orchard, , Beitinger will have 
two years of eligibility remaining after playing both the 
2004-05 and 2005-06 seasons at Eastern Washington . He 
did not play for the Eagles this past season.  
 
With the Eagles, Beitinger averaged 6.8 points per game in 
58 appearances over two seasons. He made 28 starts and 
was a finalist for Big Sky Freshman of the Year honors in 
2004-05 after scoring 7.3 points with 3.3 rebounds per 
game. He also charted his top single-game offensive 
performance during his rookie campaign, scoring 18 points 
against Boise State .  
 
"Jake is a great addition," CWU coach Greg Sparling said, 
"especially considering what we lost on the front line. He 
can score both inside and out, and he is an unbelievable 
shot blocker."  
 
Beitinger's shot-blocking abilities were especially evident 
at Eastern Washington, where he swatted away 44 shots in 
just two years and still ranks seventh on the Eagles' career 
list in that department. His 33 blocked shots during his 
sophomore season are fifth-best for a single campaign in 
the school's history.  
 
"I really feel that Jake has the potential to become one of 
the premier players in the GNAC (Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference)," Sparling proclaimed. "He creates a great 
amount of size inside for us, and he has a great feel for the 
game that will complement our program well."  
 
During his prep career at South Kitsap High School in Port 
Orchard, Beitinger scored more than 1,500 career points 
and was a first team all-state selection by the Associated 
Press as a senior. He is also believed to be the first NCAA 



Division I basketball product from the school since the 
1950s.  
 
Wildcats Get Transfer From EWU (8/8/07) 
 
Matt Penoncello (pronounced pen-en-CHELL-oh), who has 
played the past two seasons at Eastern Washington 
University in Cheney, has signed an athletic financial aid 
agreement and will continue his basketball career at Central 
Washington University. 
 
Penoncello, a 6-foot-5 guard/forward, appeared in 58 
games with 24 starts over the past two seasons with the 
Division I Eagles. He was consistently averaging around 
six points per game over the course of his career in Cheney, 
finishing his two-year stint with a 6.4 average. He was also 
a steady free throw shooter, connecting on 77.1 percent of 
his foul shots over two seasons.  
 
"It's always nice to have a Division I transfer join our 
program," CWU coach Greg Sparling said. "Matt is a very 
good defender who is very versatile with his ability to play 
multiple positions. He's a good shooter, with decent size 
and with ability to score both away from the basket and 
posting up underneath."  
 
While at Eastern, the Moscow, Idaho, native played for 
former CWU assistant coaches Mike Burns and Carl 
Howell. In addition to his scoring abilities, Penoncello was 
a defensive standout for the Eagles, being named the team's 
top defensive player both as a freshman and as a 
sophomore.  
 
"Matt is a great student with a very high GPA," Sparling 
added. "His ability both on and off the floor should 
complement and add to our program and university quite 
nicely."  
 
In the classroom, where he intends to pursue a degree in 
business at CWU, Penoncello was also a standout earning 
Big Sky Conference All-Academic team laurels. 
 
Former Ellensburg Prep Player Signs With Wildcats 
(6/25/07) 
 
Former Ellensburg High School standout Riley Sivak has 
signed a National Letter of Intent to continue his basketball 
career at Central Washington. 
 
Sivak, a 6-foot-5 guard/forward, is a 2005 graduate of EHS. 
He spent the past two seasons at Columbia Basin College in 
Pasco, Wash., where he averaged 16.3 points and 7.4 
rebounds per game and earned first team all-NWAACC 
Eastern Region honors for the Hawks as a sophomore. 
 
An efficient shooter, Sivak led the NWAACC with a 64.7 
percent field goal accuracy while also shooting 81.1 
percent at the free throw line. He also started for the 
Eastern Region team in the 2007 NWAACC All-Star 
Game, totaling 13 points and five rebounds in a 118-98 
victory over the Southern Region.  
 

"Riley has good size, and has always shot at a high 
percentage -- both at the high school and junior college 
levels," Sparling said. "He also has high production levels, 
and he is coming off two solid seasons at CBC." 
 
At the high school level, Sivak played for former CWU 
guard Eric Davis at Ellensburg, where he was a three-year 
letterman and an all-Mid-Valley League selection. He ranks 
sixth on the school's career scoring list (731 points), fourth 
on its all-time rebounding list (440 rebounds), and fifth on 
the career steals list (104 steals). Sivak also set an EHS 
single-season scoring record with 480 total points as a 
senior.  
 
"We are extremely happy to get a student-athlete from the 
Ellensburg area," Sparling explained. "We haven't had the 
opportunity to get an Ellensburg graduate in our program 
for quite awhile, so it is a great thing for our community to 
be able to have Riley join our program." 
 
Wildcats Add Player From Wenatchee Valley (5/23/07) 
 
Nathan Sadewasser, who has starred at Wenatchee Valley 
College for each of the past two seasons, has signed a 
National Letter of Intent to continue his college basketball 
career at Central Washington University. 
 
Sadewasser, a 6-foot-6 forward from Rock Island, Wash., 
prepped at Eastmont High School in East Wenatchee. A 
2005 graduate of Eastmont, he played the past two seasons 
at WVC where he led the Knights in scoring (16.1 points 
per game) and rebounding (6.8 rebounds per game) as a 
sophomore. In addition, he was a Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community Colleges All-Eastern Region 
second team selection.  
 
"Nathan gives us size and he has the ability to score both 
inside and out," CWU head coach Greg Sparling said. "He 
also rebounds well, but what I like most about him is that 
he plays the game extremely hard."  
 
Sadewasser's rebounding average ranked 25th in the 
NWAACC last season, and with his height and rebounding 
ability, he will be a welcome addition at either the small 
forward or power forward position for Central Washington.  
 
"He had a great career both at Eastmont and WVC," 
Sparling added, "and we know he can continue to do the 
same here at Central. He is the type of kid that will only get 
better with time and hard work."  
 
Wildcats Ink Player From Bellingham, Whatcom CC 
(5/10/07) 
 
Brandon Foote, who played both at Whatcom Community 
College and at Bellingham High School, has signed a 
National Letter of Intent to continue his collegiate career at 
Central Washington University. 
 
Foote, a 6-foot-3 forward, was named the Most Valuable 
Player of the North Division of the Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community Colleges (NWAACC) this past 



season after averaging 17.5 points, 5.2 rebounds, and 3.2 
assists per game for the Orcas. He was also an 85.9 percent 
free throw shooter and had a 52.2 percent accuracy on field 
goal attempts.  
 
"Brandon is the type of kid who plays extremely hard every 
possession," CWU coach Greg Sparling explained. "He has 
a good basketball sense, is a good player both inside and 
out, but what we really love the most about him is the 
intensity with which he plays. He is the kind of player who 
will only keep improving as his career here at Central 
progresses."  
 
Foote played his high school basketball at Bellingham, 
where he was a first team all-Northwest League selection 
as a junior and senior for the Red Raiders. He was also 
selected as his team's Most Valuable Player and was a four-
year Most Inspirational Award winner.  
 
"We have a lot of scoring to make up from last year's 
team," Sparling added, "and Brandon is one of the guys 
who we feel has the potential to put some points on the 
board for us. He played in a good program at Whatcom, 
and we are happy to have him become a part of the Wildcat 
program."  
 
Foote is the second student-athlete to sign a National Letter 
of Intent with the Wildcat basketball program. Ted Nelson , 
a 6-foot-11 post from Hoquiam High School , has also 
signed with Central Washington for the 2007-08 season.  
 
Wildcats Sign 6-11 Post Player (5/3/07)  
 
Theodore "Ted" Nelson, a prep basketball standout at 
Hoquiam High School , has signed a National Letter of 
Intent to continue his basketball career at Central 
Washington University. 
 
It is believed that Nelson, a 6-foot-11 post, will be the 
tallest player in CWU basketball history. The tallest player 
in recent memory for the Wildcats is former center Matt 
McDonald, who played during the 2000-01 season and 
stood 6-10.  
 
"We're excited to have the opportunity to coach and work 
with a 6-11 kid for at least four years," Sparling said. "He 
has a tremendous upside -- he's now starting to work with 
weights -- and he may grow even taller.  
 
"He runs well and can catch the basketball well for a player 
of his size," Sparling added, "but we as a staff will need to 
invest time and effort into working with him. We should 
hopefully see the dividends of that work for years to come."  
 
Nelson just wrapped up a three-year varsity basketball 
career at Hoquiam, where he averaged 15.9 points, 10 
rebounds, and three blocked shots per game as a senior for 
the Grizzlies. He was also a two-time Class 2A all-state 
performer and an all-Evergreen League selection.  
 
"To be able to get a freshman of that size is a great thing 
for our program, because big guys are always at a 

premium," Sparling said. "And hopefully, with the 
opportunity to work with him for at least four seasons, he 
will be able to fulfill the great potential that he already 
possesses."  
 
Nelson comes from a basketball-playing family, as his 
father Gary was a two-year letterman at the University of 
Oregon , where he played under coach Dick Harter and was 
a teammate of current Ducks head coach Ernie Kent. Ted 
Nelson's grandfather, Gary Sr., played collegiately at the 
University of Washington in the 1950s, where he became 
the first 7-footer to play for the Huskies.  
 
Montana State - Billings 
 
Jacket Basketball Adds Four To Complete Recruiting 
Class (5/16/07) 
 
Montana State Billings men's basketball coach Craig Carse 
announced the final members of his 2007 recruiting class 
on Wednesday. Joining the Yellowjackets as freshmen for 
the 2007-2008 season will be Cameron Khoury of Alta 
Loma, Calif.; Aaron Terry of Moreno Valley , Calif.; John 
Brooks of Perris, Calif.; and Kyle Palmer of Baton Rouge, 
La..  
 
“These four guys, in addition to the other three recruits, 
give us the quality of student-athletes with basketball 
ability that will allow us to compete in the GNAC,” said 
Carse. “Our goal with this group will be to see them grow 
to the kind of team that can play in the NCAA 
Tournament.”  
 
Khoury is a 6-foot-9 forward from Los Osos High School 
in Rancho Cucamonga.. As a senior he averaged 11.6 
points, 11.5 rebounds, and 1.3 blocked shots per game. He 
earned All-Inland Valley and All C.I.F. first team honors 
after helping the Grizzlies to their second straight league 
championship.  
 
Terry is a 6-3 guard from Valley View High School in 
Moreno Valley . He averaged 18 points, eight rebounds, 
and five assists per game as a senior. A four-year letterman, 
Terry was named Inland Valley All-League and All-C.I.F. 
second team as a senior. He also earned all-league honors 
as a junior.  
 
Brooks is a 6-1 guard from Rancho Verde High School in 
Moreno Valley . As a senior he led his team in scoring at 
17.4 points per game. He also averaged five rebounds and 
4.4 assists. Brooks earned all-league honors as both a junior 
and senior and was named to the All-Riverside County 
honorable mention team as a senior. He helped his team to 
three league championships and four C.I.F. playoffs.  
 
Palmer is a 5-8 guard from Scotlandville Magnet High 
School in Baton Rouge . He graduated in 2003 and 
attended classes part time at Baton Rouge Community 
College for two years. As a senior at Scotlandville, Palmer 
averaged 13.1 points and five assists per game to earn All-
Metro and All-City honors.  
 



2007-2008 MSU-Billings Roster: Ammar Harknell (Sr., 
Stockholm , Sweden ), Carl Johnson (Jr., Rapid City , SD ), 
Mike Barton (So., Havre , MT ), Jeff Miner (So., Gresham , 
OR ), Troy Ruff (So., Custer, MT), Kirk Blaine (Fr., 
Gillette, WY), John Brooks (Fr., Perris, CA), Kyle Palmer 
(Fr., Baton Rouge, LA), Brett Taylor (Fr., Billings, MT), 
Brean Tennant (Fr., Gillette, WY), Aaron Terry (Fr., 
Moreno Valley, CA), Cameron Khoury (Fr., Alta Loma, 
CA).  
 
Yellowjackets Sign Local Product (4/23/07) 
 
Former Billings West High School standout Brett Taylor 
has signed to play basketball at Montana State University - 
Billings. Taylor, who graduated from West in 2006, 
attended Montana State in Bozeman for one year.  
 
“We are excited to have Brett join our university and 
program,” said MSUB coach Craig Carse. “He is a quality 
student-athlete. He has participated in our camps and 
clinics since he was in grade school. I can not think of 
another person that could enter our program with a better 
understanding of our philosophy. Brett is competitive with 
an aggressive attitude and possesses a will to win. He is one 
of those people that, given an opportunity, is destined to 
succeed.”  
 
The 5-foot-8 guard lettered three times for the Golden 
Bears. Taylor was a first team all-conference and all-state 
selection as both a junior and senior. He was named the 
Golden Bears' MVP and selected to the Montana-Wyoming 
All-Star Game as a senior. In his last two seasons, West 
High won two AA Eastern Conference titles.  
 
As a senior, Taylor averaged 15 points, 2.7 assists, and 1.6 
assists per game to help West HS reach the Class AA state 
tournament. He made 66 three-pointers and shot 39.8 
percent from behind the arc. In his junior season, Taylor 
averaged 13.7 points, 3.1 assists, and 2.0 steals. He made 
67 three-pointers, shooting 45 percent from long 
range. West High finished second at the state tournament in 
Taylor 's junior year.  
 
Yellowjackets Ink Two Players from Wyoming (4/19/07) 
 
Two high school seniors from Campbell County High 
School in Gillette , Wyo. - Brean Tennant and Kirk Blaine - 
have signed national letters of intent to play basketball for 
Montana State University - Billings next season.  
 
Tennant and Blaine helped Campbell County to conference 
and regional championships last season as well as a fifth 
place finish at the state tournament.  
 
“We are excited to have quality student-athletes from a 
superior high school program join our university,” said 
MSUB head coach Craig Carse. “Brean and Kirk excel in 
the classroom, win on the court, and represent the best in 
young people. They have the intangibles that meet the 
standards of former players that have become all-
conference people as players as well as academically.”  
 

Tennant is a 6-foot-6 guard who lettered twice in basketball 
and once in golf for the Fighting Camels. He averaged 9.2 
points, 4.3 rebounds, and 1.6 assists per game as a 
senior. Tennant was also named to the 2007 Energy Classic 
All-Tournament team.  
 
“The system and the coaches are very similar to my high 
school,” said Tennant of choosing MSU-Billings. “It's the 
same style of play, and the coaches care more about 
developing players and people than winning basketball 
games.  
 
"I'll be playing with Kirk again, and I know he will work 
hard with me. Also, coming to play with Jeff Miner will be 
great because he is a terrific player. This is the best place 
for me to develop as a player and a student.”  
 
Blaine is a 6-5 guard who lettered four years in basketball 
and one year in football for the Camels. He was an all-
conference and all-state selection last year after averaging 
13 points, 5.8 rebounds, and 1.6 assists per game. Blaine 
was also named to the Energy Classic All-Tournament 
team in 2006.  
 
“I chose MSU-Billings because of the great academic and 
athletic possibilities I have there,” said Blaine . “It seemed 
like a good fit for me as both a student and an athlete at the 
same time. I believe the coaching staff is excellent, and the 
team will be very good in the years to come.”  
 
Northwest Nazarene 
 
Five More Sign With Crusaders (7/3/07) 
 
Five players, including four transfers, that have chosen to 
attend Northwest Nazarene University and compete for the 
Crusaders next fall.  
 
Leading the list of newcomers are junior-college transfers 
Adam Shildmyer, Matt Mgebroff and Joel Ryman, four-
year college transfer Morgan McGovert and freshman 
Brian Barkdoll. They join freshman Joe Grewe, who signed 
earlier this month. 
 
Shildmyer (Jr., 6-5, 190, Bremerton, Wash.) played two 
seasons at Olympic Community College in Bremerton, 
where he averaged 18.0 points and 6.0 rebounds per game, 
making 42 three-pointers at a 40-percent margin as a 
sophomore.  
 
Shildmyer, who carries a 3.90 GPA, earned NWAACC All-
League honors in the Northern Region and was selected to 
the Northern Region All-Star Team. Shildmyer attended 
King's West High School in Bremerton.  
 
Barkdoll (Fr., 6-9, 235, Portland, OR) will come to Nampa 
following a stellar year at Central Catholic High School in 
Portland, Ore.  
 
An honorable mention pick to the Oregon 6A All-State 
team, Barkdoll averaged 12.0 points and 8.0 rebounds as a 
senior to earn Mount Hood Conference MVP honors, as 



well as a selection to participate in both the Oregon-
Washington Northwest Shootout All-Star game and the 
OACA All-Star Series.  
 
Mgebroff (Jr., 6-7, 220, Kent, WA) attended Highline 
Community College for two seasons, helping Highline win 
the NWAACC Championship during his freshman season 
in 2005-06 and averaging 8.0 points and 5.0 rebounds 
during his sophomore campaign.  
 
At Kentwood High School, Matt helped lead Kentwood to 
the Washington 4A State Championship in 2004, his junior 
season.  
 
McGovert (So., 6-5, 185, Boise, ID) will transfer to NNU 
after spending two seasons at Vanguard College in 
California. A 2005 graduate of Capital High School in 
Boise, McGovert redshirted in 2005-06 and then averaged 
2.0 points and 1.0 rebounds in 2006-07 at Vanguard.  
 
Ryman (So., 6-0, 190, Spokane, WA) comes to Nampa 
after attending Spokane Community College from 2004 to 
2006. Ryman, who also attended Northwest Christian High 
School, played one season for Spokane CC, averaging 8.0 
points and 1.2 assists during the 2005-06 season.  
 
Grewe to Play for Crusaders (6/1/07) 
 
Joe Grewe, a 6-0 guard from Northwest Christian High 
School in Colbert, Wash., has signed a National Letter of 
Intent to attend Northwest Nazarene University and play 
basketball for the Crusaders next season.  
 
Grewe averaged 13 points, three rebounds and three assists 
this past season as his team won its second consecutive 
Washington Class B State Championship. Grewe, who 
graduates with a 4.00 grade point average, also led 
Northwest Christian to a third place Washington State B 
finish in 2005.  
 
Crusaders Sign Prep Standout, Corban Transfer 
(1/4/07) 
 
Derek "Tippy" Burk and Tyler Roberts have signed Letters-
of-Intent to attend Northwest Nazarene University and play 
basketball for the Crusaders next year.  
 
Burk is a 5-11 senior at South Kitsap High School in Port 
Orchard, Wash., and has led his team to a 53-5 record over 
the past two seasons, winning two Narrows League titles 
and a district title in 2006. South Kitsap finished third in 
the Washington 4A state tournament in 2006 and sixth in 
2005.  
 
"He (Tippy) is an outstanding leader and is very 
competitive," NNU coach Tim Hills said. "He will bring 
toughness and vocal leadership every day and has been part 
of a winning program at South Kitsap. Not only is he a 
quality basketball player, but he's a winner both on and off 
the court."  
 

Tippy has been named to the All-Narrows League all-star 
team for the past two seasons and has averaged nine points 
and seven assists per game over the past two years.  
 
Roberts will transfer to NNU next fall after playing the 
2004-05 season at Corban College in Salem, Oregon.  
 
Roberts graduated from West Albany High School in 
Albany, Ore., in 2004 where he averaged 15 points, five 
rebounds, and six assists as an All-Mid Willamette League 
player for West Albany.  
 
As a freshman at Corban, Roberts started 34 of 35 games 
and averaged 8.1 points and 4.0 rebounds on a team that 
went 28-7 and received an at-large bid to the 2005 NAIA 
Division II national tournament.  
 
"Tyler can play the one, two, or three spots and is a superb 
passer who will rack up a bunch of assists," Hills said. "He 
has great court awareness and makes hard plays look 
easy. Tyler is a very versatile player who really understands 
the game."  
 
Saint Martin's 
 
Saints Sign Three In Early Period (11/27/06) 
 
Sam Glasgow, Michael Ognoskie Jr., and Nick Smith have 
signed letters-of-intent to play basketball at Saint Martin's 
University.  
 
Glasgow, a guard out of Cleveland High School in Portland 
Oregon, averaged 15.3 points his junior year and was 
named second-team All-Portland Interscholastic League. 
He was also selected team MVP, team captain and won the 
Scholar Athlete Achievement Award.  
 
“Sam is a good offensive minded player who can not only 
score but has a good feel for the game,” said SMU coach 
Keith Cooper. “He is an excellent student and will be a 
good compliment to our returning guards.”  
 
Ognoskie is a forward from Centralia High School . This 
past year he averaged 4.5 points per game and 4.0 rebounds 
and was voted Most Inspirational. In 2005 he played at 
Sumner High School where he averaged 11.9 points and 4 
rebounds as well as receiving the Captain's Award.  
 
“With the combination of Tyler Nixon and Mike, we will 
stay strong at the small forward position despite the loss of 
Stephon Harris,” explained Cooper. “Mike is a high energy 
player with a good upside and work ethic. He will give us 
energy on offense and defense similar to Tyler Nixon's role 
now.”  
 
Smith, a point guard from Tumwater High School, 
averaged 14 points, six assists and four rebounds per game 
his junior year. He was named to the first-team all-Pac-9 
along with the all-Area team. Smith also received academic 
all-league honors.  
 



“Nick is the top high school point guard we wanted because 
he is a tough, competitive, scrappy player much like Jake 
Linton,” said Cooper. “He comes out of a well coached 
program that places an emphasis on defense and hard work, 
similar to us. He will be a good four-year player for us.”  
 
“We have added depth in ability and character,” added 
Cooper. “All three are good fits for our program and we are 
fortunate to have them sign early. We will sign two or three 
more players in the spring but this is a great start for 
another good recruiting class.”  
 
Seattle University 
 
Knight, Wright Sign With Redhawks (4/30/07) 
 
Michael Knight, a former All-Metro performer at Seattle 
Prep, has signed an athletic aid agreement to come to 
Seattle University and join the Redhawk men's basketball 
program for the 2007-08 season. 
 
Also joining the Redhawks is Michael Wright, a 6-5 
forward from Lakewood, Wash., who played at Pierce 
College last season. Wright has signed a National Letter of 
Intent. 
 
A two-time captain at Seattle Prep, Knight averaged 15.0 
points, 4.8 rebounds, and 4.5 assists per game as a senior in 
leading the Panthers to a 19-7 overall record. He was a 
McDonald's All-America nominee and earned second team 
All-Metro honors after his senior season and third team 
All-Metro honors in his junior year, when he averaged 13.8 
points per game.  
 
“Michael will be a key addition to our team next year,” SU 
coach Joe Callero said. “He is a local product who I 
recruited heavily three years ago. He can play point guard 
or shooting guard and should add a spark to our offense.”  
 
The 6-3 guard spent the 2006-07 season with the Great 
Danes of the University at Albany, where he appeared in 19 
games, scoring 13 points and pulling down six rebounds 
during his time on the court. Knight was part of the Great 
Dane squad that won its second consecutive America East 
Tournament title and advanced to the NCAA tournament.  
 
Wright led Pierce College to a 21-11 record and a third 
place finish in the 2007 NWAACC Tournament 
Championships. During the regular season, Wright 
averaged 16.5 points and 11.7 rebounds per game and shot 
56.8 percent from the field (147-of-259). He was named 
co-MVP of the NWAACC West Region and was a member 
of the All-NWAACC Tournament Team.  
 
“Michael is one of the most efficient rebounders I have 
seen in 20 years. He has a knack for the ball, is 
competitive, and is an overachiever. I love the versatility he 
brings to our program,” Callero said.  
 

Harris to Play Basketball For Redhawks (4/13/07) 
 
Drew Harris has signed a National Letter of Intent to attend 
Seattle University and join the men's basketball program 
beginning in the 2007-08 academic year.  
 
Harris, a native of Yakima, was a standout for Pat Fitterer 
at Eisenhower High School. He was a first-team all-league 
performer in both his junior and senior seasons and led the 
Cadets to fourth-place finishes in the state during his 
sophomore and senior seasons.  
 
The six-foot guard was also named first-team all-state by 
NorthwestHoops.com and was selected to participate in the 
recent 4A All-State game.  
 
As a junior, Harris averaged 17 points, six assists, and three 
steals per game, and he improved on those totals during his 
senior year, earning 19 points, seven assists, and three 
steals per game.  
 
In leading his team to the fourth place finish at this past 
year's state tournament, Harris was the leading scorer 
during the regional tournament and averaged 21 points per 
game during the state tourney, earning him a spot on the 
all-tournament team.  
 
His uncle Joe Harris was a teammate of Callero's at Central 
Washington in the 1985-86 season ans is still CWU's all-
time single-season (242) and career assist (404) leader.  
 
“Drew is a pure point guard who comes from an athletic 
family,” Callero said. “His ability to set up others while 
scoring himself will help our entire program. His coach Pat 
Fitterer, about to become a Hall of Famer, has prepared him 
for a smooth transition to the college game.” 
 
Seattle Pacific 
 
O'Dea Standout To Play For Falcons (4/19/07) 
 
Chris Banchero, a key player for state 3A champion O'Dea 
High School, has committed to Seattle Pacific University's 
basketball program for next season. 
 
Banchero, 6-foot-1 senior guard, averaged 15.1 points for 
the Irish, who went 25-5. 
 
He was selected to play in the state all-star game but did 
not participate due to an injury sustained in the state title 
game. Banchero was also named second team all-Metro 
League. 
 
Banchero becomes the third recruit to commit to SPU. Last 
fall, the Falcons signed Chauncey Campanaro, a 6-6 
swingman from Jserra Catholic High School in San Juan 
Capistrano (Calif.), and Jeffrey Downs, a 6-foot-4 forward 
from Bellevue Christian. 
 



Falcons Ink California, Bellevue Players (11/21/06) 
 
Chauncey Campanaro, a senior at California's Serra 
Catholic High School, and Jeffrey Downs of Bellevue 
Christian High School have signed a national letters of 
intent to play basketball at Seattle Pacific University 
beginning next season.  
 
Campanaro, a 6-6 swingman, averaged 10.2 points and 6.1 
rebounds as a junior for the San Juan Capistrano school. 
The Lions were 24-6.  
 
Downs, a 6-foot-4 senior forward, was a first team all-
Emerald City League selection as a junior. Downs led the 
Vikings (24-2) to the state 1A championships, averaging 
20.8 in the tournament.  
 
Western Oregon 
 
Wolves Add Guard from Idaho (6/5/07) 
 
Guard Drew Wellman of Mountain View High School in 
Meridian, Idaho is Western Oregon's latest basketball 
recruit.  
 
Wellman joins a class that includes two transfers and three 
freshmen that have joined the Wolves roster in the past two 
months.  
 
Wellman (5-10, 165) was the starting point guard at 
Mountain View, helping to lead his squad to the 5A state 
semi-finals as a junior and senior. A three-year starter, he 
averaged nearly eight points a game during his career and 
just over three assists a contest. He was also a three-year 
starter at quarterback on the football team, twice leading 
MVHS to the state playoffs.  
 
Wellman led the conference in assists in 2005-06 and was a 
second team all-league selection. “Drew is a good shooter 
and all-around team player,” WOU coach Craig Stanger 
said. “He makes all the players around him better and he 
knows how to win. He will fit in very well in our system.”  
 
Three Freshmen Sign With Wolves (5/15/07) 
 
Three freshman have signed National Letters of Intent to 
play basketball for Western Oregon, completing the 
recruiting process for 2007.  
 
The three newcomers join two transfers that were added to 
the Wolves program last month — Sam Kelly (6-5, 200), a 
former South Salem High School standout and Salt Lake 
Community College starter, and Liam Hughes (7-3, 300), 
who has been in the Oregon State program for the past four 
seasons (one as a redshirt).  
 
Travis Pew, Dane Johnson and Greg Bogdan will all be 
wearing Wolves crimson red and white next season. All 
three are guards, two of them from out of state.  
 
“We are extremely excited about this group,” WOU coach 
Craig Stanger said. “Although all three are guards, they are 

very diverse in what they bring to us. All three are hard 
working players and very team oriented.”  
 
Johnson is a 6-0 point guard from St. Francis DeSales High 
School in Columbus, Ohio. He helped lead his team to the 
Ohio state final four, taking them to league, district and 
regional championships along the way. St. Francis DeSales 
finished 22-4, and Johnson averaged 10.3 points and 8.2 
assists a contest.  
 
He was a three-year starter, compiling 694 career assists, 
fourth all-time in the state of Ohio. He was a three-time all-
league and all-district selection, and once handed out 19 
assists in a single game.  
 
“Dane is a very pure point guard by definition,” Stanger 
commented. “He can come in and contribute for us right 
away and could be an impact player over the course of the 
next four years. He sees the floor extremely well. He is a 
great possession guard, he takes care of the basketball. In 
the game that he had 19 assists, he had only two turnovers.”  
 
Pew led his team at Ben Eielson High School (Eielson Air 
Force Base, Alaska) to a 22-6 record this past winter. 
Eielson won the league title and finished second in the 
ASAA 3A state championship. The 6-2 off-guard was the 
Aurora Conference Most Valuable Player, averaging 17 
points a game and hitting 64 percent of his shots from the 
field.  
 
“Travis is a very athletic scorer, who can make baskets 
inside and outside,” Stanger assessed. “He has a scorer's 
mentality but is also a team player. We feel fortunate to 
have him.”  
 
Bogdan, a 6-0 combo guard from Grant High School in 
Portland, helped lead the Generals to their first state playoff 
run since 1997. Grant advanced two rounds into the state 
tournament before losing to eventual title winner South 
Medford. The Generals finished 18-8 on the season and in 
fourth place at the state tournament (6A). Bogdan was an 
honorable mention All-Portland Interscholastic League 
honoree.  
 
“Greg is a very heady, hard-working wing,” Stanger 
commented. “He is a very good defender. He does a lot of 
the little things that other players don't like to do, like take 
a charge and guard the other team's top scorer. We feel like 
he kinda flew under the radar on a very good team during 
the recruiting period and we were glad to sign him.”  
 
“Our goal the past few years has been to get deeper, and we 
are starting to get there,” Stanger summarized. “We will be 
much better from top to bottom next season. All of our 
signees are good team players and will fit in very nicely to 
what we are trying to build here.”  
 
Kelly, Hughes Added To Wolf Roster (4/17/07) 
 
Sam Kelly and Liam Hughes will join Western Oregon for 
the 2007-08 basketball season.  
 



Both players are transfers. Kelly (6-5, 200), a former South 
Salem High School standout, played the past two seasons at 
Salt Lake Community College, while Hughes (7-3, 300) 
has been in the Oregon State program for the past four 
seasons (one as a redshirt).  
 
Kelly, son of former Western Oregon head basketball 
coach Tom Kelly, was a high school standout at South 
Salem, graduating in 2002. A three-year starter for the 
Saxons, Kelly was a two-time All-Valley League pick and 
was a unanimous pick as a senior.  
 
He was a Statesman Journal all-region selection and was 
named to the coach's all-state team. He averaged 15 points 
per game, five rebounds and five assists for team that won 
three consecutive Valley League titles.  
 
After spending two years on a mission, Kelly played two 
seasons at SLCC. He started as a freshman and also was in 
the starting line-up for the first half of this past year before 
being slowed by a toe injury. His squad went 24-9 in 2006-
07 and was ranked as high as sixth nationally, with Kelly 
serving as one of the team's top three-point and free throw 
shooters.  
 
“Sam is a real complete player,” Stanger said. “He makes 
everyone around him better. He sees the court very well, 
and there is no real flaw in his game. He will be a major 
contributor for us right away, not just because of his skills 
but also because of his composure and team play.  
 
“I have known Sam a lot of years (Stanger was Tom Kelly's 
assistant coach beginning in 1994) and he will be a great 
role model for this program. We are very fortunate to have 
him.”  
 
Hughes, a 7-3, 300-pound senior from Hullbridge, England, 
was the tallest player in the Pac-10 last year. He is also 
likely the tallest player in Western Oregon school history. 
He first arrived at OSU as a redshirt during the 2003-04 
season, and played in 21 games during his Beaver career.  
 
Prior to signing with Oregon State, Hughes played three 
seasons as an exchange student at Modesto Christian High 
School (Calif.). He averaged 11.5 points, 15 rebounds and 
five blocked shots a game.  
 
“Liam has been a real solid part of the program at Oregon 
State for four seasons,” Stanger said. “He just wasn't 
getting much playing time and wanted to get on the court 
for his senior year. He has a great work ethic and works 
very hard on every possession. With his size, it gives us a 
constant presence inside, to go with Adonal Arrington (6-
11 senior). Liam has a great attitude, is really a team player. 
He will be a major contributor to our defense because he is 
physical and plays with intensity.”  
 

Western Washington 
 
Oregon Product Signs With Vikings (5/18/07) 
 
Rory Blanche, who earned all-state honors at Ashland 
(Ore.) High School, has signed a national letter of intent to 
play basketball for Western Washington.  
 
The 6-foot-5 Blanche was a second-team 
OregonPrepSports.net and Northwest Hoops Class 5A all-
State selection as a senior at Ashland High. He was the 
Southern Sky Conference Player of the Year and was 
picked to play in the Oregon Athletic Coaches Association 
All-Star Summer Classic.  
 
Blanche helped the Grizzlies to a 19-9 record, their first 
league title in 19 years and the quarterfinals of the state 
tournament. He averaged a league-leading 20.0 points, 6.5 
rebounds and 3.5 assists, shooting 56 percent from the 
field, including 41 percent from 3-point range, and 82 
percent at the free throw line.  
 
Webb Signs Letter With Vikings (5/17/07) 
 
Derrick Webb, who earned Western Region co-MVP 
honors at Highline CC, has signed a national letter of intent 
to play basketball for Western Washington University. 
 
The 6-foot-3 Webb helped the Thunderbirds to a 21-9 
record, a region co-championship and the quarterfinals of 
the Northwest Athletic Association of Community Colleges 
Tournament. There they lost to eventual champion 
Clackamas CC, 85-84 in double overtime.  
 
Webb, who was the team captain, averaged 16.4 points, 6.4 
rebounds and 3.5 assists.  
 
As a freshman, Webb averaged 9.5 points and 4.5 rebounds 
on a 23-7 squad that won the NWAACC championship. He 
was named the tournament MVP.  
 
Webb received Class 4A all-State honorable mention as a 
senior at South Kitsap High School in Port Orchard.  
 
A first-team Tacoma News Tribune all-Area and Narrows 
League all-star, Webb averaged 17.0 points in helping the 
26-3 Wolves, who were ranked No.1 in the state during the 
regular season, win division and league titles, both for the 
third straight year, and reach the state semifinals where he 
was a first-team all-tourney pick.  
 
Vikings Get Two All-Star Guards From Bakersfield 
(5/16/07)  
 
Two all-star guards from Bakersfield (Calif.) College - 
Steve Alford and Andrew Ready - have signed national 
letters of intent to play for Western Washington.  
 
Both Alford and Ready were first-team Western State 
Conference all-stars on a 30-3 Renegades' team that tied for 
the league title, ranked No.1 in the state during the regular 



season and reached the second round of the Southern 
California Regional.  
 
The 6-0 Alford averaged 12.8 points, 4.4 rebounds and 1.8 
steals as a sophomore. He shot 39.7 percent (54-of-136) 
from 3-point range, scoring a career-high 31 points versus 
Cuesta.  
 
Alford, who also was a first-team all-league pick as a 
freshman, received all-Southwest Yosemite League 
honorable mention as a senior at South High School in 
Bakersfield . He was the team MVP and captain, helping 
the Rebels to a 20-11 record and the third round at the 
California Interscholastic Federation playoffs, averaging 
15.1 points, 4.7 rebounds and 5.0 assists.  
 
The 6-1 Ready averaged 9.9 points, 4.7 rebounds and a 
league-leading 5.5 assists as a sophomore. He had a triple-
double against Cuesta with 10 points, 11 assists and 10 
rebounds. Ready was the “sixth man” as a senior at 
Westinghouse High School in Chicago, Ill. , averaging 10.0 
points on a team that won the city championship.  
 
Vikings Ink Two-Time NWAACC All-Star (5/2/07)  
 
Zach Bruce, a sophomore center at Highline Community 
College , has signed a national letter of intent with Western 
Washington University.  
 
The 6-foot-8, 235-pound Bruce, who is from Oceanside , 
Calif., was a two-time, second-team Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community Colleges Western Region all-
star.  
 
As a sophomore, he averaged 14.1 points, 7.2 rebounds and 
1.3 blocks in helping the Thunderbirds to a 21-9 record, a 
region title and seventh place at the NWAACC tournament. 
In a game against Lower Columbia CC, Bruce scored 31 
points and grabbed 13 rebounds.  
 
As a freshman at Highline CC, Bruce played on a team that 
finished 23-7 and won the NWAACC championship.  
 
Bruce was twice a second-team all-Valley League selection 
at Oceanside High School . He averaged 14.0 points and 
9.0 rebounds as a senior, helping the Pirates to two straight 
trips to the California Interscholastic Federation playoffs.  
 

Nooksack Player Signs With Vikings (11/14/06) 
 
Nooksack Valley High School post player Chris Mitchell 
has signed a national letter of intent with Western 
Washington University.  
 
The 6-foot-8, 215-pound Mitchell was an honorable 
mention WashingtonPrep.com Class 2A all-state selection 
last year, helping the Pioneers place fourth at the state 
tournament. He also earned first-team all-Whatcom County 
League honors, averaging 10.0 points, 7.0 rebounds and 2.0 
blocks.  
 
“We're excited to get a real quality person and athlete, who 
will be a real plus for our program,” said WWU coach Brad 
Jackson . “I would say a good one-word description of 
Chris is versatility. He can play away from the basket, and 
he has the strength and size to play inside.”  
 
Mitchell was the quarterback of the NVHS football team 
this fall, throwing for 1,640 yards and 11 touchdowns (95-
of-155) on a 5-5 squad. As a junior in track, he placed 
seventh at state in the discus, eighth in the javelin and ninth 
in the shot put.  
 



2006-07 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
Multi-talented McFarland signs with UAA (6/30/06) 
 
Junior college transfer Allen McFarland has signed a 
national letter of intent with the University of Alaska 
Anchorage. 
 
The 6-5, 200-pound guard/forward comes to UAA after a 
strong sophomore season at Salt Lake (Utah) Community 
College, where he averaged 7.7 points, 3.4 rebounds and 
3.1 assists per game for the 22-8 Bruins.  
 
McFarland spent his freshman season at Division I Western 
Illinois in 2004-05, seeing playing time in 13 contests. As a 
prep at Durango High in his hometown of Las Vegas, Nev., 
McFarland averaged 14 points and 9 rebounds his senior 
year, earning second-team all-region honors. He was one of 
five Division I signees on DHS's 2003-04 squad.  
 
“Allen will bring a lot of experience to the wing position,” 
UAA coach Rusty Osborne said. “He has played at the 
Division I level and at one of the top junior college 
programs in the country. He is a multi-talented player who 
can make shots or create for others. In 30 games last year 
he averaged over three assists from the small forward spot 
with only 37 turnovers. His versatility should allow us to 
play him at a number of positions.” 
 
UAA Signs Local Prep Star to National Letter (5/9/06) 
 
Local prep star Trenton Millar has signed a national letter-
of-intent to play basketball at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage.  
 
The 6-5, 195-pound guard was a two-time first-team all-
state pick at Heritage Christian School, where he helped 
lead the Eagles to back-to-back Alaska Class 3A state titles. 
As a senior, he averaged 14 points per game for the season 
and a team-high 15.3 ppg during Heritage’s state tourney 
run. In the 59-31 title-game victory over Cordova, he 
tallied 14 points and grabbed six of his tourney-best 14 
steals. 
 
Behind Millar and fellow Seawolf signee Lonnie 
Ridgeway, the Eagles went 21-3 in 2005-06, winning their 
15 games against 3A competition by an average of 37.5 
points. Heritage also captured the title of the Alaska 
Airlines Classic as Millar put up 14 points in the 
championship win over Notre Dame (Va.) Academy, and 
the Eagles became the first Alaska team ever to advance to 
the finals of the prestigious Cactus Jam in Phoenix. Millar 
was also named all-tourney at both tournaments. 
 
“Trenton is an important piece of our recruiting class. He 
will bring us size and athleticism in the backcourt,” 
Osborne said. “Injuries limited him somewhat during his 
high school career, but we believe that he is ready to take 
his game to another level now that he is healthy. He has the 

work ethic to become a top player in our league over the 
next four years.” 
 
Wyoming JC star McCade Olsen inks with Seawolves 
(11/16/05) 
 
Junior college standout McCade Olsen has signed a 
National Letter of Intent to play basketball for the 
Seawolves in 2006-07. 
 
The 6-8, 215-pound forward was a first-team All-Region 
IX selection as a freshman at Eastern Wyoming College in 
Torrington, Wyo., last season, averaging 12.5 points and 
6.0 rebounds, and shooting 59 percent from the field as a 
freshman. This season, the Riverton, Utah, native is 
averaging 18 points and 10 rebounds through four games, 
and was named to the all-tourney team at the season-
opening College of Southern Idaho tournament. 
 
“McCade Olsen will be one of the best JC forwards on the 
West Coast this year,” said Osborne. “We feel fortunate to 
have signed a player of his ability during the early period. 
He is a versatile forward who can play inside and out with 
equal effectiveness. Because of his age and starting college 
in 2001, he was limited to the Division II level, but he is at 
least a mid-major talent.” 
 
National JC recruiting expert Mike Mitchell of Midwest 
Scouting Service describes Olsen as “a mid-major 3-man 
… a bouncy, ‘live’ athlete with an excellent fundamental 
three-point stroke.” 
 
“We feel that McCade has the versatility to step in and help 
us at all three of the frontcourt positions,” said Osborne. 
“His age and maturity will also be valuable as we look to 
replace our five seniors from this year’s team. In addition, 
we know that McCade has been well coached, as Eastern 
Wyoming’s Andy Ward is one of the best in the country.” 
 
UAA Signs Heritage Christian All-State Prep Star 
(11/10/05)  
 
Local prep star Lonnie Ridgeway has signed a National 
Letter of Intent to play basketball for the University of 
Alaska Anchorage.  
 
The 6-3, 193-pound Ridgeway was a first-team all-state 
selection at Anchorage’s Heritage Christian High School as 
a junior last season. He averaged 14.8 points per game and 
captured Southcentral Conference MVP honors for the 
Eagles, helping them to their first Class 3A state title. 
 
At the state tournament in March, Ridgeway scored 14 
points in the 61-53 championship victory over Barrow, and 
made the go-ahead basket late in a two-point, semifinal win 
over Monroe Catholic. He also had an excellent summer, 
averaging 18 points per game at the Reebok Big Time 
tournament in Las Vegas, including 35 in one contest. 
 
“Lonnie will be a key addition to our lineup for the next 
four seasons,” said Osborne. “Not only is he physically 
gifted for a 17-year-old, but he also exhibits a mental 



maturity beyond his years. As a coaching staff, we feel 
extremely fortunate to have Lonnie commit to our program, 
as he turned down multiple Division I options.” 
 
Alaska Fairbanks 
 
Nanooks Sign Oregon 3A Player-of-the-Year 
 
Six-three guard Jordan Hayter, the Oregon 3A State Player 
of the Year for the 2005-06 season, will attend the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
 
The Grants Pass native had an outstanding senior season at 
Hidden Valley High School where he played for his father 
Norm Hayter. He averaged 16.2 points per game, 4.3 
rebounds per game, and over four assists and two steals per 
game.  
 
Prior to leading HVHS to the 3A State Championship and 
being named the State Player of the Year, Hayter garnered 
numerous other accolades including Most Valuable Player 
of the Skyline Conference, which he led in scoring 
throughout the season.  
 
He was also named the Channel 12 News (Grants Pass) 
Player of the Year, the Hidden Valley High School Boys 
Basketball MVP, and the HVHS Scholar-Athlete of the 
Year.  
 
“Jordan is very skilled and tough,” said UAF coach Frank 
Ostanik. “Most importantly he displays the IQ on the floor 
that you would expect from a player who is a coach's 
son. There are lots of talented players and lots of smart 
players, but there aren't a lot of players who are 
both. Jordan Hayter personifies both of these traits.”  
 
While Hayter finished his high school career as a point 
guard, he has been recruited by the Nanooks as a shooting 
guard.  
 
A well rounded student-athlete, Hayter also competed for 
and met success with the HVHS track and field team 
competing in the pole vault and triple jump.  
 
Off the hardwood floor and track, Hayter was highly 
involved at school as the Communications Officer and 
Spirit Director in the student government and a member of 
the HVHS Math Team for two years.  
 
Hayter intends to pursue a degree in math and education at 
UAF and would someday like to teach and coach at the 
high school level. 
 
Nanooks Add Outstanding California Prep Point Guard 
(4/20/06) 
 
Six-foot point guard Keven Campbell has signed a National 
Letter of Intent to play basketball for the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. 
 
"We couldn't be more thrilled to have Keven as a part of 
our basketball family," said UAF head coach Frank 

Ostanik. "He is a true point guard who has the rare 
combination of size, skill and toughness. He was the No. 1 
point guard we wanted all year."  
 
A product of Edison High School in Stockton, Calif., 
Campbell averaged 17.6 points, 5.4 rebounds, 7.8 assists 
and 3.9 steals per game during his senior season.  
 
In his final two years at Edison, he led his team to the Elite 
Eight of the Northern California Division I sectional 
tournament, losing both times by one basket. In his final 
high school game, Campbell scored 34 points, collected 
eight rebounds, dished out nine assists and had seven steals.  
 
"Keven comes out of a very good high school program. I 
have tremendous respect for the job coach (Ray) Harris has 
done developing Keven," said Ostanik.  
 
A three-time team MVP, Campbell is also a three-time All 
Tri-City Athletic League and The Record Online All Area 
selection with skills on both sides of the ball.  
 
"Keven's strengths are his ball handling and his defense," 
said Harris. "He is a tremendous penetrator and on-ball 
defender. I am very happy for him and think he will be a 
good fit at UAF."  
 
Campbell will join a Nanook squad that saw the emergence 
of sophomores Chris Jordan (Houston, TX/Milby HS) and 
Kenny Barker (San Diego, CA/Clairemont HS) as go-to 
scorers and the only two returning members of the starting 
lineup next season.  
 
"Keven's ability to step in and play right away will allow 
Kenny (Barker) to go back to the wing where he is more 
comfortable. We thought Kenny did a lot of wonderful 
things at the point, but in the end, we were just asking 
Kenny to do too much."  
 
Barker finished the season third on the team in scoring, 
averaging 12.6 points per game. Jordan led the team in 
scoring, averaging 16.4.  
 
"I am a big believer in the importance of being able to win 
the point guard spot every night you step on the floor," said 
Ostanik. "With Keven's size and toughness, we feel we can 
do that. When I look at the lineage of point guards we've 
had, from Devin Dawkins to Chris Smith, Keven will fit in 
perfectly."  
 
Nanooks Sign Player from Las Vegas (12/6/05) 
 
Martez Christian (Las Vegas, NV),a 6-5 power forward, 
has signed a national letter of intent with the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks  
 
"We believe Martez will be a very good player for us. He is 
going to need time to physically mature, but his potential is 
limitless," said UAF coach Frank Ostanik. "More than his 
ability, we were impressed by his demeanor and 
personality. He comes from a tremendous family and 



personifies the character and toughness we look for in a 
young man." 
 
As a junior at Desert Pines High School, Christian averaged 
9.3 points per game and 9.2 rebounds per contest and 
received Northeast Division honorable mention. This past 
summer, he was named Best of the Best as one of the top 
20 players at the Double Pump West Coast All Star Camp 
and was named an all star at the Ten Star All Star 
basketball camp. This season he was named to the "city's 
player to watch" list in Las Vegas. 
 
"He is really athletic, can face the basket and rebound and 
has all the potential to get better," said UAF assistant coach 
Rich Mendoza. 
 
Central Washington 
 
Former Highline Standout Signs With Wildcats 
(5/24/06)  
 
Nate Jackson, who starred for two seasons at Highline 
Community College after a successful prep career at 
Seattle's Cleveland High School, has signed a National 
Letter of Intent with Central Washington.  
 
Jackson, a 6-foot guard, helped lead Highline to its first 
Northwest Athletic Association of Community Colleges 
(NWAACC) championship in five years this past winter.  
 
He earned first team all-NWAACC tournament honors and 
was the Thunderbirds' leading scorer on a team that saw 
nine players average 20 or more minutes per game in 2005-
06. Jackson finished the campaign averaging 14.1 points 
per game, including 15.7 per contest in three appearances at 
the NWAACC tournament. 
 
"(Nate's) the type of guard who can change the game on the 
defensive end," CWU coach Greg Sparling said. "He's a 
good on-ball defender who can get to the basket and score. 
He shoots the three very well." 
 
Jackson, who shot 41.8 percent from three-point range and 
averaged better than two steals per game for the 
Thunderbirds this past year, can play either the point or 
shooting guard positions.  
 
He will help give the Wildcats some much-needed depth in 
the back court after Central lost starting guards Chris 
Bannish and Robert Hicks to graduation from this past 
season.  
 
Jackson will join sophomore Colton Monti (Lacey, 
Wash./North Thurston HS), junior Derek Groth (Yakima, 
Wash./Eisenhower HS), and fellow signee Erik Bell (Selah, 
Wash.) in contention for starting spots in the back court. 
 
"Nate has had good coaching," Sparling added, referring to 
Highline coach Che Dawson. "His stats are somewhat 
deceiving however because of the system that Highline 
plays." 
 

Jackson began his college career by redshirting at Division 
I Portland State University in 2003-04. He prepped at 
Cleveland High School in Seattle, where he averaged 15 
points and four assists per game for the Eagles and was an 
all-Metro League selection as a senior in 2002-03. 
 
Wildcats Sign NWAACC Northern Region MVP 
(5/10/06)  
 
Bryce Daub, the reigning Most Valuable Player in the 
Northern Region of the Northwest Athletic Association of 
Community Colleges, has signed a national letter-of-intent 
with Central Washington University.  
 
Daub, a 6-foot-6 forward/center, spent the past two seasons 
playing at Bellevue Community College. He averaged 19 
points and 8.7 rebounds per game as a sophomore for the 
Bulldogs, adding 42 blocked shots. As a freshman, Daub 
averaged 14 points and seven rebounds per game while 
earning first team all-NWAACC Northern Region honors. 
 
"We are excited to get such a skilled player," CWU head 
coach Greg Sparling said. "The addition of Bryce gives us 
more size up front, and it also helps us with depth on the 
inside. His experience (playing at Bellevue) is also a great 
attribute because it will help with his transition to playing 
at the NCAA Division II level." 
 
Daub is expected to join big men Grant Assink, Julius 
McMillion, and redshirt Bryan Freshwater among the 
Wildcats' front court players in 2006-07. Assink (6-foot-9), 
McMillion (6-foot-7), and Freshwater (6-foot-8) will all be 
seniors. Assink and McMillion played significant roles in 
the Wildcats' NCAA Division II tournament campaign of 
2005-06. 
 
"Bryce gives us another potential scoring weapon to an 
already established front line," Sparling added. "His 
addition will allow us to compete with the very best NCAA 
Division II competition that we see in the Great Northwest 
Athletic Conference and the West Region." 
 
Wildcats Add NWAACC All-Star (4/26/06) 
 
Erik Bell, the all-time leading scorer in Selah High School 
history, has signed a National Letter of Intent to join the 
Central Washington University men's basketball program 
beginning this coming winter. 
 
Bell, a 6-foot-4 guard, has played the past two seasons at 
Community Colleges of Spokane. While playing for the 
Sasquatch, , he averaged 18.0 points and 4.8 rebounds per 
game and received first team all-NWAACC honors. He 
was also selected to the All-NWAACC tournament team as 
CCS claimed its second consecutive Eastern Region title 
and placed third at the 2006 NWAACC Tournament. 
 
"It's great to get a kid of Erik's talent from the Yakima 
Valley," Sparling said. "He had a fantastic two seasons (at 
CC of Spokane), where they reached the NWAACC 
tournament. He's the type of guy who can pick up some of 
the scoring we lost from this past year due to graduation." 



Among the scorers whose shoes Sparling hopes Bell will 
help replace are starting guards Chris Bannish and Robert 
Hicks, who combined to average nearly 30 points per 
game. 
 
"Erik has great size for a guard, which should create 
difficult match-ups," Sparling added. "He has the ability to 
shoot the basketball as well as being able to post up inside." 
 
Bell finished his prep career at Selah High School as the 
Vikings' all-time leading scorer with 1,628 career points in 
four years. He was also a three-time all-Mid-Valley League 
selection, earning the honor in each of his final three 
campaigns. 
 
Adding to an increased number of local kids in the Wildcat 
program in recent years, Bell joins fellow Yakima Valley 
natives Lance Den Boer and Derek Groth, who prepped at 
Sunnyside Christian and Eisenhower High School, 
respectively.  
 
Den Boer, who will be a senior in 2006-07, was the 
Wildcats' leading scorer (20.6 points per game) and was a 
second team all-Great Northwest Athletic Conference 
selection this past year. Groth missed the entire 2005-06 
season due to injury after averaging 14.4 points per game 
during his sophomore season in 2004-05. 
 
Northwest Nazarene 
 
Helpenstell Signs Letter of Intent With Crusaders 
(6/12/06) 
 
Scott Helpenstell, a 6-6, 240 pound forward from Peninsula 
College in Port Angeles, has signed a National Letter of 
Intent to attend Northwest Nazarene and play basketball for 
the Crusaders next season. 
 
Helpenstell was a first-team All-NWAAC North Division 
last season when he averaged 16 points and 8.5 rebounds 
per game.  
 
"Scott is a big, strong kid that can really rebound," NNU 
coach Tim Hills commented. "He's the type of player we 
really needed, and we are excited to have him in a Crusader 
uniform." 
 
After shooting 56.3 percent from the field during the 2005-
06 season, Helpenstell shined during the NWAACC 
Championship tournament, averaging 15.7 points and 11.3 
rebounds in the three tournament games for Peninsula. 
 
Helpenstell played his prep hoops at Port Angeles High 
School, where he holds the career record for blocked shots, 
averaging four per game over his four-year varsity career. 
 
In addition to his post-season honors, Scott was also named 
to the College of Southern Idaho All-Tournament team at 
the Arctic Circle of Twin Falls Invitational Tournament last 
season. 
 

Parnell, Gielow Sign With Crusaders (12/12/05)  
 
Justin Parnell and Kendall Gielow have signed National 
Letter of Intenta to attend Northwest Nazarene University 
and play basketball for the Crusaders next year. 
 
Parnell, a 6-4, 180 pound senior from Sutherlin, Oregon, 
averaged 22.5 points, 7.5 rebounds, and 6.0 assists as a 
junior last season at Sutherlin High School. 
 
"Justin is a great kid from a great family and an outstanding 
high school program," NNU coach Tim Hills said. "He 
really has no weaknesses in his game and is very good at all 
phases, scoring, passing, shooting, it's the whole package. 
 
Gielow, a senior from Medford, Oregon, is a 6-7, 200-
pound forward who averaged 10.4 points, 5.3 rebounds, 
and 2.8 assists per game during his junior season at South 
Medford High School. 
 
"We are excited to have Kendall become a Crusader," 
commented Hills. "He is an outstanding young man who is 
a great student as well as being a nice player. We expect 
him to play immediately coming from one of the most 
successful programs in Oregon." 
 
Gielow, who carries a 3.8 high school GPA and is ranked 
in the top 15 percent of his class at South Medford, was 
named the Co-MVP in the Oregon 4A state championship 
game last spring and has spent the last two summers 
playing for the Portland Elite Legends AAU team. 
 
Skyview's Louie Beech Signs With Northwest Nazarene 
(11/9/05)  
 
Skyview High School and Nampa product Louie Beech has 
signed a national Letter-of-Intent to attend Northwest 
Nazarene and play basketball for the Crusaders next fall. 
 
"We are extremely happy to have Louie become a part of 
our team. He is a winner and an outstanding person, 
student, and basketball player," NNU coach Tim Hills said. 
"He should get significant playing time as a freshman as he 
is a very talented young man. He will have a great career 
here as a Crusader." 
 
As a junior last season, Beech was a co-captain of the 2005 
4A Idaho state basketball champion Skyview team and was 
voted the 2005 Idaho 4A State Player-of-the-Year in 
addition to being selected as the 2005 Southern Idaho 
Conference Player-of-the-Year. 
 
Saint Martin's 
 
Saints Add Four Recruits, Size in Middle 
 
Saint Martin's 2006-07 men's basketball team will feature a 
considerably local flavor and the addition of some 
significant size in the middle with the signing of four new 
recruits.  
 



Junior college transfers Bill Richardson (Grays Harbor CC) 
and Matt Hargrave (Whatcom CC), along with four-year 
transfer Justin Alexander (Kansas State), and freshman 
Michael McIver (Capital HS) join a Saints squad that lost 
their two senior captains Niko Nunogawa and Thomas 
Rowswell.  
 
“We have signed four outstanding student athletes that fit 
our needs both on and off the court," SMU head coach 
Keith Cooper said. "We were looking for some quality big 
guys this year and it is a double bonus that we were able to 
find them locally." 
 
Richardson, who prepped at Shelton High School , was an 
NWAACC all-star at Grays Harbor where he averaged 20 
points and 6.5 rebounds per game. Cooper believes 
Richardson has a chance for big things in a Saints jersey.  
 
“Bill is a player our coaching staff and players are excited 
to see become a Saint," Cooper said. "We have recruited 
him since his senior year at Shelton High School and are 
really looking forward to his SMU years. He has the ability 
to be a standout player in this conference.”  
 
Another local product, Hargrave joins the Saints after two 
seasons at Whatcom CC where he averaged 10.7 points and 
5.4 rebounds this season. Hargrave played at Olympia High 
School before attending Whatcom.  
 
“Matt is a guy who knows our players and our system," 
Cooper said. "He will fit in well. He has worked hard and 
improved a great deal since high school and will continue 
to improve here at SMU." 
 
The third local standout to join the Saints next season is 
Capital High big man Michael McIver. The 6-10 McIver 
was first-team all-Narrows League this year. In addition to 
his exploits on the basketball court McIver will also suit up 
for the Saints baseball team, a sport for which he was 
named Narrows League MVP this year.  
 
“Michael is an excellent two-sport standout and has a huge 
upside as a player,” added Cooper. “I am really looking 
forward to watching his development in the coming years.”  
 
The fourth Saints recruit, guard Justin Alexander 
transferred from Kansas State where he was a freshman 
walk on last season. As a senior in high school Alexander 
averaged 17 points, eight rebounds, six assists, and 3.7 
steals and earned all-state honors both his junior and senior 
years at Bear Creek High School in Lakewood , CO .  
 
“With an experienced backcourt returning we were looking 
for one more quality guard who can help us on both ends of 
the floor,” Cooper said. “Justin is an athletic wing who can 
score but also has the ability to become a very good 
defensive player at this level. Like all four of our recruits, 
Justin brings an excellent attitude in the gym and in the 
classroom where they all are hard workers and excellent 
students.”  
 

Seattle Pacific 
 
Falcons Sign Franklin Pierce Guard (6/7/06)  
 
Brandon Larrieu, an all-Seamount League guard from 
Franklin Pierce High School, has signed a national letter of 
intent to play basketball at Seattle Pacific University next 
season.  
 
The 5-foot-10 Larrieu, a Puyallup, Wash., resident, was 
voted the MVP of the Seamount¹s Pierce Division after 
averaging 18.7 points as a senior. He led the Cardinals in 
scoring each of his three varsity seasons. Franklin Pierce 
was 21-6 and advanced to the state 3A quarterfinals.  
 
Larrieu averaged 19.7 points in the state tournament and 
scored 14 points in for the state 3A all-stars'victory over the 
4A team two months ago.  
 
SPU Lands Transfer From California JUCO (5/24/06)  
 
Filip Popovic, a forward from California's Skyline College 
who led the Coast Conference South in field-goal 
percentage as a freshman, has signed a scholarship 
agreement to play basketball at Seattle Pacific University 
next season. 
 
Popovic, a 6-foot-7 native of Serbia, averaged 8.8 points 
and 4.8 rebounds, shooting 55 percent for the San Bruno 
school during an injury-shortened sophomore season. As a 
freshman, he hit 57.2 percent from the field and was 
honorable mention all-league. 
 
The first signing of the spring, Popovic joins JoJay Jackson 
in the new recruiting class. Jackson, a 6-5 sophomore at 
California's Solano JC, committed last fall. SPU loses five 
seniors to graduation. 
 
Seattle University 
 
Michael Boxley Signs NLI with Redhawks (11/15/05)  
 
Michael Boxley has signed a National Letter of Intent to 
play basketball at Seattle University beginning in the 2006-
07 season. 
 
Boxley had a successful career at Mountlake Terrace High 
School, where he was named to the WIBCA All-State 
Team as a senior. He was a three-year starter and averaged 
13 points, 6.5 rebounds and 3.5 assists as a senior. 
 
"Mike is a physically mature and very competitive student-
athlete," SU coach Joe Callero said. "He will be ready for 
college basketball as a freshman. His older brothers have 
prepared him for a successful collegiate career at Seattle 
University." 
 
One of those brothers that Callero referred to is Seamus 
Boxley, who was named the Big Sky Conference Most 
Valuable Player in the 2004-05 season. Boxley graduated 
from Mountlake Terrace High School last year and the 6-



foot-4 guard will enroll at Seattle University as a running-
start freshman after completing several credits at Edmonds 
Community College. 
 
In addition to being named all-state, Boxley was also a 
team captain was well as being named first-team All-Area 
by the Everett Herald, second-team all-WESCO South, and 
the recipient of the Scott Copan Most Inspirational Award 
 
Boxley will become the third player on the current 
Redhawks roster to come from Mountlake Terrace High 
School. Current junior Ryan Webb and freshman Leigh 
Swanson also attended Mountlake Terrace. 
 
Western Oregon 
 
Wolves sign Four Players To National Letters (5/9/06) 
 
Four players have signed national letters-of-intent to play 
basketball for Western Oregon University. The foursome 
joins Lake Oswego High School standout Mike 
McLaughlin, who signed with the Wolves last month.  
 
Added to the WOU fold this week were Adonal Arrington, 
Johnny (JC) Cook, Keith Hoffman and Brad Hodge.  
 
Arrington is a 6-11, 285-pound center who redshirted this 
past year at Weber State. He played two seasons at Mt. 
Hood Community College and prepped at Clackamas High 
School. “Adonal gives us an immediate presence inside,” 
WOU coach Craig Stanger said. “He is a hard worker who 
wants to get better.”  
 
Cook is a 6-1 point guard who was a second-team all-state 
pick (4A) at Canby High School last winter. He was the co-
player of the year in the Pac-9 Conference, averaging 16.4 
points a game. He will play for the Metro team in the 
OACA all-star summer basketball series. He poured in 27 
points and had seven assists in a game against Tigard this 
season.  
 
“JC is a very heady player and an excellent ball handler,” 
Stanger commented. “He will push for some minutes right 
away. He makes everybody around him better.”  
 
Hoffman is a junior transfer from Allan Hancock College, 
and he prepped at Crescent Valley High School in 
Corvallis, graduating in 2003. A 6-4 wing, Hoffman was an 
All-Valley League pick as a senior.  
 
“Keith is very athletic, explosive and is an excellent 
defender,” Stanger surmised. “We actually recruited him 
out of high school, so we are happy to have him back in the 
fold.”  
 
Hodge is a 6-8 forward who redshirted last year at Salt 
Lake Community College after a standout career at 
Hillsboro High School. Hodge averaged 16.4 points a game 
for a team that advanced into the second round of the 4A 
play-offs.  
 

He was a two-time All-Metro League selection, and played 
in the OACA all-star series. He hit for a career-best 35 
points in a game against Lincoln High School.  
 
“Brad is a very good offensive player with a scoring 
mindset,” Stanger said. “He is a great get for us, we feel 
like he is a Division I-type player.”  
 
McLaughlin, who was signed earlier, is a 6-6, 240-pound 
forward/center who played on the 4A state champion Lake 
Oswego squad and was a third-team All-Three Rivers 
League selection.  
 
“Mike has a very solid game and is a great team player,” 
Stanger said. “He is physical enough to move in and 
contribute for us right away.”  
 
Wolves Sign Lake Oswego Standout (4/20/06) 
 
Western Oregon University head basketball coach Craig 
Stanger has signed Lake Oswego High School standout 
Mike McLaughlin to a national letter of intent.  
 
McLaughlin, a 6-6, 240-pound forward/center, played on 
the 4A state champion Lakers squad and was a third-team 
All-Three Rivers League selection.  
 
“Mike has a very solid game and is a great team player,” 
Stanger said. “He is physical enough to move in and 
contribute for us right away.” 
 
Western Washington 
 
JC All-Star Guard To Play For Vikings (5/3/06) 
 
Eddie Coulson, an all-star guard at Treasure Valley 
Community College in Ontario, Ore., is transferring to 
Western Washington University this fall to play basketball 
for the Vikings.  
 
The 6-foot-2, 185-pound Coulson was a second-team 
Northwest Athletic Association of Community Colleges 
(NWAACC) Eastern Division all-star selection in each of 
his two years at Treasure Valley. As a sophomore, he 
averaged 19.0 points, 4.0 rebounds, 2.0 assists and 2.0 
steals per game on a 15-14 squad.  
 
“Eddie is an outstanding person who has had success both 
athletically and academically in high school and junior 
college,” WWU coach Brad Jackson said. “He has speed, 
intensity and is an excellent scorer.”  
 
“He's a very focused player, who has a strong desire to 
excel both as an individual and on behalf of the team. He'll 
be a great fit for our basketball program and institution.”  
 
At Treasure Valley, Coulson had career highs of 29 points, 
16 rebounds and 11 assists. As a freshman, he averaged 16 
points per game in helping the Chukars to the second round 
of the NWAACC playoffs.  
 



Coulson, a native of North Las Vegas, Nev., was a three-
year starter at Cheyenne High School, where he was a 
second-team All-City and a first-team all-Sunset Region 
choice. As a senior, he averaged 15 points per game as the 
Desert Shield advanced to the second round of regionals. 
As a junior, he played on a 31-1 team that won regional and 
Class 4A state titles. 

 



2005-06 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
Seawolf Men Add Former Bethel Star (11/3/05)  
 
Bethel native Drake Fairbanks will join Alaska Anchorage 
as a walk-on for the 2005-06 campaign. 
 
The 6-4, 205-pound forward was a two-time team MVP 
and 4-year letterwinner at Bethel Regional High School 
from 1997-2001. Fairbanks posted averages of 24 points 
and 11 rebounds as a senior, and earned his third 
consecutive selection to the Region I All-Tournament 
Team. 
 
Fairbanks joins four other newcomers -- sophomore 
forward Joe Davis (6-7, 280, Columbus, Ohio), junior 
guard Eric Draper (6-1, 170, Anchorage), freshman center 
Robert Hellerstedt (6-11, 245, Sundbyburg, Sweden), and 
Richard McNutt, a freshman forward (6-8, 215, Ellesmere, 
England/Anchorage Christian School) – with the 
Seawolves this season. 
 
UAA Adds 6-11 Freshman Center (5/11/05)  
 
Robert Hellerstedt, a 6-11, 235-pound center, has signed a 
national letter-of-intent to play basketball with the 
University of Alaska Anchorage.  
 
Hellerstedt, who has played with the Swedish Under-18 
National Team and starred for the Sanda Wolves, will come 
to Anchorage with four years of eligibility. The Stockholm 
native started the past two seasons for the Wolves, a team 
of elite high school players that competes in Sweden’s First 
Division.  
 
As Sanda’s co-captain last season, Hellerstedt led his squad 
with 51 percent shooting and 11.5 rebounds per game, 
ranked second in assists (3.6), blocks (1.2) and minutes 
played (26.3), and was third in scoring (14.2). 
 
“Our staff is thrilled with the signing of Robert 
Hellerstedt,” UAA coach Rusty Osborne said. “We feel that 
he is a definite future impact player at the Division II level, 
and a player who will someday play professionally. If he 
had been playing in the U.S., we would not have been able 
to recruit him. However, we were able to establish a great 
relationship with Robert and his coach, which allowed us to 
sign him over numerous Division I programs.  
 
"He is a very skilled player who can not only post, but like 
many Europeans, he has the ability to shoot from the 
outside and pass the ball. The most exciting prospect is that 
Robert is still growing, and his best days are ahead of him.” 
 
Hellerstedt becomes the tallest Seawolf recruit since 7-
footer Serge Using in 1995. Using went on to become an 
all-conference center for UAA, and is now a veteran starter 
in Norway’s First Division. 
 

“Robert is much more advanced than Serge at this stage in 
his development, both offensively and defensively. In 
addition, he fits in perfectly to our plan of bringing in a mix 
of freshmen and transfer athletes in order to keep continuity 
within our classes. Along with Carl Arts, and Richard 
McNutt, we feel we have a great young nucleus of post 
players.” 
 
England Native To Play For Seawolves (4/28/05) 
 
The University of Alaska Anchorage men’s basketball team 
added youth and size to its lineup Thursday with the 
signing of 6-8, 215-pound forward Richard McNutt to a 
national letter-of-intent.  
 
McNutt, who was a Class 3A all-state selection for 
Anchorage Christian School in his lone season of American 
high school play, hails from Ellesmere, England. At ACS 
last year, he averaged 16 points, 16 rebounds, 4 blocks, 4 
steals and 3 assists as the Lions advanced to the state 
tournament. 
 
Previously, McNutt played for the Manchester Magic – 
England’s most respected club team for developing players 
– where he was the 2003-04 team MVP for the Under-20 
squad. 
 
“We are extremely pleased Richard has decided to continue 
his education and athletic career at UAA,” UAA head 
coach Rusty Osborne said. “He was recruited by a number 
of very good Division I programs on the East Coast, but 
turned them down to stay here in Alaska."  
 
Seawolf Men Add Junior College Standout Joe Davis 
(4/26/05)  
 
Columbus, Ohio, native Joe Davis has signed a National 
Letter of Intent to play basketball with the University of 
Alaska Anchorage. A 6-7, 280-pound forward, Davis will 
have sophomore eligibility when he joins the Seawolves 
this coming winter.  
 
Davis played his freshman season at Cochise College in 
Douglas, Ariz., in 2003-04, earning second-team All-
Arizona Community College Athletic Association and 
NJCAA Region I honors. He averaged 16.8 points and 6.5 
rebounds for the Apaches, shooting the second-best field 
goal percentage -- .592 – in the ACCAC. 
 
“We are extremely excited to have Joe join our program,” 
UAA coach Rusty Osborne said. “He is a unique player 
who brings a new dimension to our post game. Not only is 
he big, but he is a very good athlete with great hands. 
Although he is talented on the block, he also has the 
capability of shooting the three. 
 
“Joe has a chance to be a dominant player in our league 
over the next three years. Had he played another year of 
junior college, he would have at least been a mid-major 
Division I recruit.” 
 



As an Ohio prep star, Davis was named third team all-state, 
first-team all-league and Associated Press first team all-
district after leading Thomas Worthington High School to a 
21-2 record and a third-place finish at the state tournament. 
He averaged 16.2 points, 6.8 rebounds and shot 67 percent 
as a senior, earning spots in the District 10 and Kentucky-
Ohio all-star games. Davis was also named to the 
prestigious This Week Super 12 Team, honoring the best 
dozen players in the Greater Columbus area. 
 
Army Standout to Play for Seawolves (12/6/04)  
 
U.S. Army Sgt. Eric Draper has signed a National Letter of 
Intent to play for the Seawolves. The 6-1, 170-pound guard, 
from nearby Fort Richardson, will have two years of 
eligibility with the Seawolves, beginning in 2005-06.  
 
Draper, who has been in the Army for four years, has filed 
for an “early separation to continue education,” which, if 
approved, would allow him to be released from his duty by 
Fall semester 2005.  
 
“In addition to being an outstanding athlete, Sgt. Draper 
has proven himself a tremendous individual and leader 
during his military service,” UAA head coach Rusty 
Osborne said. “If not granted early separation, we fully 
intend to honor his scholarship when he is released from 
active duty.”  
 
Most recently, Draper led the United States team to the title 
of the 41st annual SHAPE International Tournament in 
Belgium, Nov. 28-Dec. 2. He was the leading scorer in the 
10-team event, putting up 38 points (10-15 FG, 8-11 3FG, 
10-10 FT) in the championship game against Italy.  
 
Last June, he was the top scorer (26.0 ppg) in the Armed 
Forces Basketball Championship in Charleston, S.C., 
leading the All-Army team to a 6-0 record and the 
tournament title.  
 
“In this time of great tension in the world, we are very 
sensitive to the duties and sacrifices our servicemen must 
make,” Osborne said. “We hope that Eric's opportunity to 
go to school and play basketball at UAA will be a source of 
pride for all the military in Alaska. The University and the 
U.S. Military have had a very strong relationship over the 
years, and we look forward to adding one of their best to 
our program. We are extremely excited to have Eric and his 
wife, Shekondra, join the Seawolf family.”  
 
Draper was a basketball and track star at White Station 
High School, in Memphis, Tenn., where he set the state 
record for the high jump at 7 feet, 2 inches. He played two 
seasons for St. Petersburg (Fla.) Junior College in 1996-97 
and 1997-98, earning first team all-conference honors his 
freshman year with a 23.3 ppg average, and the Suncoast 
Conference Player of the Year award as a sophomore when 
he averaged 19.9 ppg.  
 
"Eric is an explosive athlete who competes at a high level 
and has the ability to score in a variety of ways,” said UAA 

associate head coach Shane Rinner. “He could be the most 
prolific scorer this program has seen since Jason Kaiser.”  
 
“Sgt. Draper is the best shooter and scorer to come out of 
this program,” said All-Army coach Babe Kwasniak, who 
has coached him for the past four years. “He is as hard-
working as any player I've ever come across – and I played 
at the (U.S. Military) Academy. UAA is getting an absolute 
steal. Some very big schools, including Wisconsin, called 
late about Eric.”  
 
Alaska Fairbanks 
 
Former Florida State Recruit Signs With Nanooks 
(8/31/05) 
 
Andre Moss, a 6-6 guard and forward who previously 
played at Bartlett High School in Anchorage, Florida State 
University in Tallahassee, Florida, and Mid Plains City 
College in North Platte, Nebraska will join the Nanooks for 
the 2005-06 season.  
 
After red shirting a season with the Florida State 
Seminoles, Moss transferred to Mid Plains City College, 
where he played one season.  
 
Moss played his freshman, sophomore and senior seasons 
at Bartlett HS in Anchorage, and his junior season at East 
Anchorage HS.  
 
"I'm ready to play two solid years of basketball,” said 
Moss. “I had talked with multiple schools about my options 
(including the University of West Florida a NCAA 
Division I school), but UAF was my first choice.”  
 
Moss joins Auston Autry, a 5-10 guard from Inglewood, 
California, Chaun Ballard, a 6-3 guard from Rialto, 
California, Jon Osborne, a 6-3 guard from Henderson, 
Nevada, Alec Von Tellrop, a 6-2 guard from Novato, 
California, Evan Skinner, a 6-4 forward from North Pole, 
Alaska and Tyrome Flowers, a 6-5 guard from Tacoma, 
Washington, in signing with Alaska Fairbanks for next 
season.  
 
Nanooks Add Transfer from Fort Hays State (8/22/05) 
 
Chaun Ballard, a 6-3, 185 pound guard from Rialto, 
California, Northeastern Junior College in Sterling, 
Colorado, Ventura College in Ventura, California, and Fort 
Hays State University in Fort Hays, Kansas, has agreed to 
join the Nanooks for the 2005-06 season. He will enter as a 
senior, with one year of eligibility remaining.  
 
Ballard played six games at Fort Hays State as a junior, but 
then suffered an injury and was lost for the season.  
 
A 1999 graduate of Pacific High School in San Bernardino, 
California, where he was a teammate of former UAF point 
guard Chris Smith (San Bernardino, CA/Pacific HS/Cal 
State Fullerton), Ballard averaged 23 points per game, led 
the team in scoring and was named Most Valuable Player 
two years in a row. He helped lead his team to the 



California Interscholastic Federation Southern Section 
finals as a junior, was named to the All-Area first team by 
the Los Angeles Times , and was named first team All-
County.  
 
He averaged eight points a game as a freshman at 
Northeastern JC, then started and averaged 14 points a 
game at Ventura as a sophomore before transferring to Fort 
Hays State. After sitting out for three years, Ballard 
contacted his high school coach Joe Huff, who is now an 
assistant coach at Riverside Community College, and he 
contacted UAF Head Coach Frank Ostanik.  
 
"After being out for three years, I'm real focused," said 
Ballard. "I look at this as a second chance, and another 
opportunity to finish my education and play basketball. I 
know they have a successful program, and I'm glad to have 
the chance to go up there and contribute to their success."  
 
"Chaun is a great athlete who is very skilled, and he will 
contribute as soon as he is able to get up to speed and get 
back into playing mode," said Ostanik. "Chaun is very 
grateful to be playing college basketball, and he won't take 
anything for granted. He will give us everything he has 
every time he steps out on the floor. The competition for 
playing time at the wing spots will be very tough. 
Typically, we wouldn't bring in a kid who may only have 
one year left, but we were so impressed with his maturity 
and character that it was worth bringing him in."  
 
Autry To Play For Nanooks (8/18/05) 
 
Auston Autry (5-10, Inglewood, CA) will play basketball 
this winter for the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
 
Autry was the starting point guard for Dominguez Hills 
High School, which ranked as high as ninth nationally in 
the USA Today national high school poll. He averaged 12 
points and seven assists per game for Dominguez, which 
finished with a 29-5 record and was a game away from 
going to the state championships.  
 
Autry earned all-League and all-California Interscholastic 
Federation Southern Section honors.  
 
Autry played his first three years at Bishop Montgomery in 
Torrance, Calif., earning All-Del Rey League honors thrice, 
and being named Del Rey League Most Valuable Player as 
a junior, when he averaged 22 points per game.  
 
"Auston's signing is an example of our continued effort to 
recruit high school players into our program," said UAF 
coach Frank Ostanik. "The community will have the 
opportunity to get to know him over time. He is a true point 
guard, and he is the last piece of the puzzle.  
 
"Everybody we've talked to told us he was a steal. Auston 
is a leader, he's a tough kind, and he understands how to 
run the game. After losing (graduating senior) Chris Smith, 
we're glad that the point guard position will be held down 
by (sophomore) Kenny Barker (San Diego, CA - 

Clairemont HS) and Auston. We feel that those guys will 
be as good a tandem as anyone in our league."  
 
Nanooks Sign UNLV Transfer (5/23/05) 
 
Jon Osborne (6-3, 185, Jr., Henderson , Nev.), who played 
six games at Nevada Las Vegas two seasons ago, has 
signed a letter of intent to play from the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. 
 
Osborne also played two games for UNLV in 2002-03 
before being granted a medical hardship.  
 
A 2002 graduate of Green Valley High School in 
Henderson, Osborne averaged 10 points, five rebounds and 
four assists per game his senior year. He was second team 
All-Sunset League, was named honorable mention all-state 
by the Las Vegas Sun in 2002, and played in the Las Vegas 
area senior all-star game.  
 
His team made the semifinals of the state playoffs, and won 
the zone championship his junior and senior year. Osborne 
also graduated with high honors. Osborne played football, 
volleyball and basketball during his first two prep seasons 
at Ransom Everglades in Miami, Fla. before transferring to 
Henderson.  
 
“I was impressed with Jon's ability to attack the hoop,” said 
UAF head coach Frank Ostanik. “He can score in a lot of 
different ways. I think he'll be a very good defender, and 
certainly a good leader on the floor.  
 
"As good a player as Jonathan is, I was more impressed 
with his maturity and character, He is an outstanding 
student and has great leadership qualities. (Assistant) 
Coach (Rich) Mendoza did a great job of recruiting him, 
his contacts across the country never cease to amaze me. I 
am lucky to have someone of his quality working with me 
every day.”  
 
“I'm excited about coming to Alaska,” said Osborne. 
“Coach Grant Rice of Bishop Gorman helped me out, 
getting my name out to a number of coaches. He contacted 
Coach Mendoza, and he called me, and came down to 
watch me play. I like Alaska , it was nice, and everyone on 
the team made me feel very comfortable. I hope to come 
there and be successful and compete for a championship.”  
 
Osborne will major in criminal justice with a minor in 
psychology.  
 
California Guard Signs With Nanooks (4/13/05)  
 
Alec Von Tellrop, a 6-2 guard from Novato, California, 
Marin Catholic High School and San Francisco City 
College, has signed a letter of intent to join Alaska 
Fairbanks for the 2005-06 season. He will enter UAF next 
fall as a junior, and will have two years of eligibility.  
 
Von Tellrop averaged 11 points and two steals a game as a 
sophomore at SFCC, earning second team all-conference 



honors and serving as team captain. He was invariably 
assigned the task of defending the opposition's top scorer.  
 
During his freshman year, San Francisco City College 
finished second in their conference and advanced to the 
second round of the state playoffs. This past season, SFCC 
won its league championship and again advanced to the 
second round of the playoffs.  
 
A three-year starter and four-year varsity letterwinner at 
Novato Catholic High School in Marin County, Von 
Tellrop averaged 17 points and five assists a game as a high 
school senior. He led his team to two conference 
championships and one North Coast Section title.  
 
“When I saw Alec play, there were a lot of talented players 
on the floor who were going to Division I schools, and he 
fit in extremely well,” said UAF head coach Frank Ostanik. 
“He defended very well, he has good shooting range, he's a 
very good passer, and he's both smooth and solid.  
 
"I expect him to play a lot of minutes, take care of the 
basketball, defend well, and bring a great deal of leadership 
to our team, which with the youth we'll have on the wings, 
will be a big help. We felt that Alec was the number one 
player for us this spring, and if we got him, it would really 
help the rest of our recruiting.”  
 
Skinner Signs With Nanooks (11/29/04)  
 
Evan Skinner, a 6-4 forward from North Pole, Alaska and 
Ben Eielson High School at Eielson Air Force Base, has 
signed a letter of intent to join Alaska Fairbanks for the 
2005-06 season.  
 
Skinner has starred in both football and basketball for 
Eielson HS. Last season, he made the all-tournament team 
at both the regional tournament and the Class 3A Alaska 
State Championships, was all-Mid-Alaska Conference, 
made the all-tournament team at the ACS Christmas 
tournament, and won the King of the Court competition, a 
shooting competition at the class 3A state tournament.  
 
A four-year starter for the varsity basketball team, Skinner 
also earned All-State honors in football, both at quarterback 
and at linebacker. 
 
As a junior, Skinner averaged 15 points per game for 
Eielson HS. He averaged 10 rebounds per game, made 51 
per cent of his field goal attempts, and averaged 3.5 steals 
and four assists per game. 
 
“We’re excited to be able to add another local athlete,” said 
UAF head coach Frank Ostanik. “Evan has a high 
basketball IQ, he is a tough kid, and he’s as good a passer 
as I’ve seen in a long time. I coached Evan in AAU 
basketball in the eighth grade, and you could tell he was 
going to be a good player. “Having played for Coach 
(Kelly) Growden, we know he will come in with a very 
good understanding of the game of basketball.” 
 

“I wanted to play in my hometown,” said Skinner. “I’ve 
played for Coach Ostanik before, and he’s really good 
coach and a nice guy. I know UAF always has a good team, 
and I’m looking forward to going there and playing 
basketball.” 
 
Tacoma Product To Play For Nanooks (11/25/04) 
 
Tyrome Flowers, a 6-5 shooting guard/small forward from 
Tacoma, Washington and Henry Foss High School, has 
signed a letter of intent to join the Nanooks for the 2005-06 
season.  
 
Flowers' senior high school season has not yet begun. As a 
junior, he averaged 12 points, four rebounds, four assists 
and one blocked shot per game as Foss advanced to the 
second round of the Class 4A state playoffs under head 
coach Scott Sonntag. He also led Foss in three-point field 
goals. Last year, Flowers had 23 points as Foss defeated 
Bremerton High, with Marvin Williams, who is now at 
North Carolina.  
 
"Tyrome is a tremendous shooter, he is very unselfish, he's 
a good athlete, and he has a very good feel for the game," 
said Nanook head coach Frank Ostanik. "Each year, we 
identify two or three players who we feel can play at the 
Division I level, and we spend a lot of time recruiting them. 
Tyrome is one of those players.  
 
"Tyrome was looking to be in a great program where he 
could get his degree and become the best player he could 
be. It's rare in today's game to find a player who has his 
size, athleticism and ability to shoot the ball. He comes 
from a great family, and has an extraordinary will to 
succeed."  
 
Flowers said that the school and the basketball program at 
UAF were attractive to him. "All the guys on the team were 
cool, and I like the snow, it doesn't bother me at all," said 
Flowers. "I liked Coach Ostanik and (Assistant) Coach 
(Rich) Mendoza, I liked the campus, and the surroundings. 
Everyone in the town was really friendly."  
 
Central Washington 
 
Central Adds More Size with Addition of Grant Assink 
(6/15/05)  
 
Grant Assink (pronounced ASS-ink), a 6-foot-9 
forward/center from Lynden, Wash., will continue his 
collegiate basketball career at Central Washington 
University beginning this fall.  
 
Assink, who began his career at Western Washington 
University during the 2003-04 season before playing at 
Whatcom Community College this past year, will give the 
Wildcats some much-needed size and perimeter shooting 
ability. His 6-foot-9 frame and accuracy from the outside – 
he made 10 of 14 three-pointers and was the fifth-leading 
scorer during his freshman season with the Vikings – are 
both qualities that drew CWU head coach Greg Sparling’s 
attention. 



 “Grant will help us on the front line,” Sparling said. “He is 
an athlete that can play with his back to the basket, but can 
also square up from anywhere on the floor and hit shots 
from both inside and outside the three-point arc.” 
 
Assink, who graduated from Lynden High School in 2002, 
did not play basketball his first year out of high school. He 
joined WWU in 2003-04 and proceeded to average 7.3 
points per game and make 61.9 percent of his field goal 
attempts for the Vikings. He then transferred to Whatcom 
Community College in Bellingham, Wash., where he 
scored nearly 14 points and grabbed almost seven rebounds 
per game as a sophomore for the Orcas last winter. 
 
“We like the fact that Grant is a good rebounder,” Sparling 
added. “He will be able to not only grab some boards for 
us, but can also block some shots in the paint. Those 
elements, along with his experience in the GNAC, will be 
immediate assets for our program.” 
 
Assink joins former Chemeketa Community College 
standout Curtis Johnson (San Francisco, Calif./South Lake 
Tahoe HS) – also 6-foot-9 – and prep point guard Colton 
Monti (Lacey, Wash./North Thurston HS) as the Wildcats’ 
three off-season signees. 
 
Central Washington’s tallest player during the 2004-05 
campaign was 6-foot-6 forward Lance Den Boer, and the 
Wildcats moved 6-foot-5 senior Kyle Boast, a natural wing 
and perimeter shooter, to fill the void in the middle. CWU 
finished this past season with just 43 blocked shots – its 
lowest team total since the statistic was officially kept for 
the first time in 1980-81. 
 
Wildcats Add Size With Signing of JC Standout 
(5/18/05) 
 
Needing size to complement a talented nucleus of returning 
back court players, Central Washington University head 
basketball coach Greg Sparling has signed Curtis Johnson 
to a National Letter of Intent. 
 
Johnson, who stands 6-foot-9 and weighs 270 pounds, 
comes to CWU from Chemeketa Community College in 
Salem, Ore. He averaged 18 points and nine rebounds for 
the Storm during his sophomore season, and played a total 
of one and a half seasons at Chemeketa. 
 
"Adding a player of Curtis' caliber enables us to sure up the 
middle," Sparling said. "He definitely gives us size, 
athleticism, and he's a guy who can score both with his 
back to the basket and squaring up. We expect and need 
Curtis to come in and be an impact player for us." 
 
A native of San Francisco, Calif., Johnson prepped on the 
east side of the state at South Lake Tahoe High School. He 
earned second team all-state honors during his senior 
season with the Vikings, averaging 19 points, 12 rebounds, 
and five blocked shots per game. 
 
"Curtis provides us with an immediate shot-blocking 
presence that we were truly lacking last year," Sparling 

added. "He's a hard worker and a quality student-athlete 
who will represent Central Washington University very 
well. He has got a bright future both as a basketball player 
and as a student in our law and justice program." 
 
Central Washington's tallest player during the 2004-05 
season was 6-foot-6 forward Lance Den Boer, and the 
Wildcats moved 6-foot-5 senior Kyle Boast, a natural wing 
and perimeter shooter, to fill the void in the middle. CWU 
finished this past season with just 43 blocked shots - its 
lowest team total since the statistic was officially kept for 
the first time in 1980-81. 
 
Academically, Johnson plans to major in criminal justice at 
CWU, and chose the Ellensburg school in large part 
because of its strengths in that academic field. 
 
Wildcats Sign North Thurston Guard (4/28/05) 
 
Colton Monti, a point guard from North Thurston High 
School in Lacey, Wash., has signed a national letter of 
iIntent to continue his basketball career at Central 
Washington University.  
 
Monti, 6-feet tall and 165 pounds, was a second team all-
state selection while playing for the North Thurston Rams. 
He averaged 23.5 points, six rebounds, six assists, and three 
steals during his final campaign to earn Pacific 9 League 
Player of the Year honors. 
 
"We expect Colton to step in right away and contribute as a 
freshman," CWU head coach Greg Sparling said. "He has 
an unbelievable work ethic, and that will translate into a 
great opportunity to give us some quality minutes right 
away." 
 
Monti was also named his all-area's Most Valuable Player 
this past winter. As a junior, he picked up additional first 
team all-area and all-league honors, while adding honorable 
mention all-state accolades to his list of accomplishments. 
 
Over the course of his three-year basketball career at North 
Thurston, Monti scored a school-record 1,158 points. His 
44-point performance against Chehalis' W.F. West High 
School this past season was also a school record. 
 
"His addition will provide us some more depth at the point 
guard position," Sparling added. "He has some great ball-
handling skills and, although he has been a scorer, he sees 
the floor and can distribute the basketball extremely well. I 
expect that he should be running our offense as a starter 
within the next couple of years." 
 
In addition to his talents on the basketball floor, Monti 
carries a 3.53 grade-point average in the classroom. He has 
been selected to his school's Honor Roll, as well as being 
named a scholar-athlete. 
 



Humboldt State 
 
Former CR standout signs with HSU (6/1/05) 
 
Former College of the Redwoods standout Evan Way will 
continue his intercollegiate basketball career just up the 
road, joining the Humboldt State Lumberjacks for the 
2005-06 season.  
 
The 6-4 athlete from Topeka, Kans. is expected to split 
time at both the small and power forward positions.  
 
"Evan is a tremendous competitor," HSU coach Tom Wood 
said. "He's a fearless, and very intelligent player. He's 
learned how to play around the basket and he has the skills 
to go out on the perimeter and be competitive."  
 
Way averaged a team-leading 17 points and 10 rebounds 
per game for the Corsairs last year. He was selected as the 
team's MVP and was also honored with recognition on the 
All-Golden Valley Conference squad.  
 
At Topeka High School, Way earned first-team all-state 
selection while also being name to the all- I-70 league 
team. He averaged the same numbers during his prep career 
as he did at CR, scoring 17 points and grabbing 10 
rebounds per game.  
 
Lumberjacks Sign Talented Trio (5/12/05) 
 
Three incoming freshman will be counted on to play key 
roles for the Humboldt State's men's basketball program 
after signing national letters-of-intent to join the 
Lumberjacks for the 2005-06 school year.  
 
Tyler Burns, a 6-foot, 8-inch center from Roseville, Chris 
Blackwood, a 6-0 guard from Lafayette, and Efren Del Rio, 
a 6-2 guard from Gridley, have committed to head coach 
Tom Wood's program. According to Wood, all three have 
the skills to make an immediate impact on the program, 
which posted a 16-11 record in 2004-05.  
 
Burns, who averaged 15.2 points and 9.1 rebounds per 
game for Roseville High, earned first team All-Sierra 
Foothill League honors. He was also honored as a selection 
to the all SacJoaquin Section CIF squad.  
 
"We identified early that we needed another big man who 
can play with his back to the basket, and Tyler really fills 
that role," Wood said. "He's also versatile and can play 
outside, as we often ask our big men to do. He's tough 
mentally and physically."  
 
Blackwood brings a boost to the Jacks' backcourt, and will 
compete for the starting point guard assignment. While 
starring for Campolindo, he averaged 14.8 points and 6.5 
assists per game, earning All-Diablo Valley Foothill 
League recognition. Blackwood was also an All-Metro 
selection after leading his team to the CIF NorCal Division 
III title game.  
 

Del Rio scored more than 27 points per game during his 
senior season at Gridley High, earning All-Butte View 
League first team selection. He was the MVP of the North 
Section, helping Gridley reach the semifinals of the 
Division III playoffs.  
 
"Anyone who watched us play last year knows that our No. 
1 need is a pure point guard," Wood said. "We have a 
couple of freshman candidates in Chris and Efren. We'd 
like to free up Jeremiah (Ward) and take advantage of his 
athleticism and scoring ability, so we're going to ask those 
two freshman to come in and compete for the quarterback 
of this team."  
 
Northwest Nazarene 
 
Justin Parish signs with Crusaders(8/6/05) 
 
Justin Parish, whose father is former Boston Celtic great 
Robert Parish, has signed a letter-of-intent to attend NNU 
and play basketball for the Crusaders. 
 
Parish, a 6-6, 210-pound forward from Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, played the 2001-02 season at Moorpark College in 
Moorpark, California. While playing for the Raiders, Parish 
averaged 15 points and 13 rebounds as a freshman. He will 
be a sophomore next year for the Crusaders. 
 
"Justin can really shoot the ball, which is something we 
were looking for," commented NNU first-year head coach 
Tim Hills. "With his size and athletic ability he will be able 
to play inside and step out on the perimeter, which will 
make him a tough match-up. He obviously can go and get 
the ball off the glass, which is something we are very 
excited about." 
 
Parish's father, Robert, was a 4-time NBA champion and 
was a 2003 inductee into the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame. He was named one of the 50 greatest players 
in NBA history in 1996. 
 
Crusaders Add Rowland and Irby (7/27/05)  
 
Jermell Rowland and Kenneth Irby have signed letters-of-
intent to attend Northwest Nazarene University and play 
basketball for the Crusaders this fall. 
 
Rowland, a 5-11, 180 pound point guard from East Palo 
Alto, Calif., played the last two seasons at Foothill College 
in Los Altos Hills, Calif.. While at Foothill, Rowland 
averaged 9.2 points, 3.5 assists and a team high 1.1 steals 
per game.  
 
"Jermell has a great presence about him both on and off the 
floor and we are looking forward to him bringing his 
leadership skills to our team right away," first-year head 
coach Tim Hills said. "He can really get down in a stance 
and defend people, can handle the ball very well, and with 
the way he is put together, he is able to absorb contact and 
still finish at then basket."  
 



Irby, a 6-5, 187 pound wing from Los Angeles, Calif., 
played two seasons at West Los Angeles College. Kenneth 
averaged 11.4 points, 5.1 rebounds and 2.6 assists per game 
in 2004-05.  
 
"Kenny is a valuable addition to our basketball team," 
stated Hills. "He compliments our returning wings very 
well with his ability to put the ball on the floor and get to 
the basket. He is a great finisher as well as a solid 
rebounder which is evident by the fact that he averaged 
over five boards this past season. With his length and 
quickness he should be able to defend the one, two or three 
position." 
 
Saint Martin's  
 
Four Freshman Sign With Saints (5/19/05) 
 
Stephon Harris, a 6-5 forward from Sacramento, Calif.; 
Brice Kelly, a 6-1 guard from Corvallis, Ore.; Jake Linton, 
a 5-11 guard from Edmonds, Wash., and Tyler Nixon, a 6-5 
forward from Sumner, Wash., have signed national letters 
of intent to play basketball with Saint Martin's College.  
 
Head Coach Keith Cooper expects his new recruits to 
provide depth at the guard and wing positions and offset the 
loss of seniors Jabbar Gray, Anthony Di Tomassi and 
Solomon Wyatt.  
 
Harris, Kelly, Linton, and Nixon join shooting guard Nick 
Eldridge who signed with the Saints in the fall. The Saints 
will also have guard Greg O'Neal back in action following 
a medical red shirt year last year.  
 
“Fatigue certainly became a big factor for us last year as we 
played from December to March with only nine players,” 
Cooper said. “Quality depth was a top priority in recruiting 
this year. I believe the five players we have signed will 
provide that depth and will all be significant contributors 
for the next four years,” said Cooper.  
 
Harris, who was a first team Bay Valley East All-
Conference Player at Sacramento City College, averaged 
14.0 points, 6.7 rebounds and two steals, while shooting 50 
percent from the field and 79 percent from the free throw 
line.  
 
Cooper expects big things from Harris. “Stephon has big 
shoes to fill in replacing Solomon Wyatt. I think he will fill 
them well. He was the top 3 man we wanted all year. He 
can score and rebound, but more importantly he can defend 
and brings a toughness and maturity we need.”  
 
Kelly, was a first team Valley League selection while 
playing both point guard and shooting guard at Crescent 
Valley High School and averaged 14.3 points per game. . 
“Brice gives us a solid combo guard who can shoot it and 
coming from an excellent high school team has a very high 
basketball IQ,” Cooper commented.  
 
Linton led Meadowdale to an 18-6 record and was chosen 
1st team all WESCO as a senior, averaging 19.5 ppg. “I am 

very excited to have Jake join our program. He is extremely 
competitive and is going to become a very good point 
guard in this league,” said Cooper.  
 
Linton also earned all league honors as a wide receiver for 
the Meadowdale football team.  
 
Nixon, a two-time Seamount Pierce Division MVP and all 
area selection by the Tacoma News Tribune, averaged 14.6 
points in leading White River to the 3A state tournament 
again this year.  
 
“Tyler brings a lot of potential to the Saints," Cooper said. 
"He is an athletic wing who because of his work ethic and 
willingness to improve should develop into a solid GNAC 
player.”  
 
Saints Sign Top Guard from Oregon (11/18/04) 
 
Nick Eldridge, a 6-3 guard, who earned all league honors 
each of the last two seasons at Clackamas High School has 
signed a national letter of intent to play basketball at Saint 
Martin's College next season.  
 
Eldridge, a senior this season, lead the team in scoring 
(17.5) and rebounding (4.5), earning 2nd team all league 
honors as a junior in the Three Rivers League. 
Northwesthoops.com rates Eldridge the #1 combo guard in 
the state of Oregon.  
 
“Nick is our first early signee during my time at Saint 
Martin's and we are very excited to have him for four years 
as a part of the Saints program. He is a gifted shooter with a 
big upside and he comes from one of the top high school 
programs in Oregon,” said Saints head coach Keith Cooper.  
 
Seattle Pacific 
 
Falcons Add JC Guard From Utah (8/22/05)  
 
Jared Moultrie, a 6-foot-2 guard from Salt Lake 
Community College, has signed a basketball scholarship 
agreement with Seattle Pacific University. 
 
Moultrie, who will be a junior next season, started 31 
games last season as Salt Lake CC went 27-6 and finished 
second in the regional tournament. He averaged 4.4 points 
and 3.5 assists and was an NJCAA national all-academic 
selection as a sophomore. 
 
Moultrie played his freshman season at Montana State 
Northern. He was a first team all-state selection for 
Clearfield (Ut.) High School in 2001, and was twice named 
to the all-regional and all-area teams. 
 
Lynch Transfers From Montana (6/20/05) 
 
Brian Lynch, a 6-foot guard from the University of 
Montana, has signed a basketball scholarship agreement 
with Seattle Pacific University. 
 



Lynch, who will be a junior next season, was an academic 
all-Big Sky Conference selection for the Grizzlies as a 
sophomore, and started four games. A hand injury forced 
him to miss several games toward the end of the season. 
Over two seasons Lynch averaged 2.3 points and 1.0 
assists. 
 
Lynch led Montana prep players with a scoring average of 
26.8 points as a senior at Great Falls High School to earn 
all-state honors. 
 
SPU Signs High School MVP (5/9/05) 
 
Rob Diedrichs, a 6-foot-8 senior and league MVP from 
Shorewood High School, has signed a basketball national 
letter of intent with Seattle Pacific University. 
 
Diedrichs was the Wesco South MVP after leading the 
division andThunderbirds in scoring (23.8 points per 
game). A three-year starter at guard and forward, he also 
averaged 9.0 rebounds and 5.0 assists in hisfinal season. He 
earned MVP honors in the state all-star game after scoring 
23 points. 
 
Diederichs was a three-time first all-league selection and 
made two all-area teams as a senior. Shorewood went 18-5 
and reached the 4A district tournament this season. He also 
led the Wesco South in scoring as a junior. 
 
Sedro Woolley's Wardell To Play For Falcons (4/19/05)  
 
Adam Wardell, a 6-foot-2 senior at SedroWoolley High 
School, has signed a basketball national letter of intent with 
Seattle Pacific University. 
 
Wardell was the Northwest League most valuable player 
this past season, averaging 20.5 points and 6.2 assists from 
his point guard position. He helped lead the Cubs (18-9) to 
a district title and seventh place in the state 3A tournament. 
 
Wardell was a two-time all-NWL selection, making second 
team as a junior. He was a first team all-league receiver in 
football as well. 
 
Seattle University 
 
Redhawks Strengthen Front Court With Three Signees 
(11/17/04) 
 
Three players have signed national letters of intent to play 
basketball for Seattle University in a recruiting class solely 
focused on bolstering the frontcourt.  
 
Local prep athlete Leigh Swanson from Mountlake Terrace 
High School joins Adam Moore and David White in 
picking to play for the Redhawks beginning next season.  
 
“At this point, this is the deepest frontcourt we have 
recruited,” SU Coach Joe Callero said. “We are set for a 
couple of years. We'll look to add one more player in the 
spring, but the foundation is set for years to come.”  
 

Swanson, a 6-8 senior at Mountlake Terrace, was rated as 
one of the top 20 power forwards and top 100 seniors on 
the West Coast by the Gerry Freitas Hoop Review and 
averaged 10.9 points per game for Mountlake Terrace as a 
junior.  
 
Moore prepped at Everett High and averaged 20.8 points 
and more than seven rebounds per game while shooting 70 
percent from the field en route to the Wesco South League 
MVP and a spot in the 4A All-State game in 2003. He 
attended Southern Oregon University in 2004 but did not 
compete in basketball and will play for Everett Community 
College this season.  
 
Moore, a 6-6 forward, will have three years of eligibility 
remaining at Seattle University.  
 
The wildcard of the group is the 24-year-old 6-11 White, 
who prepped at Highline High School and played one 
season at Bellevue CC before heading overseas to 
Shanghai, China for four years. He returned 25 pounds 
heavier with an array of offensive moves and has already 
made an impressive showing at the Seattle Pro-Am League.  
 
White will play at Bellevue CC this season and have two 
years of eligibility at Seattle University.  
 
Western Oregon 
 
Blok To Play For Wolves (6/25/05) 
 
Banks High School standout Tyler Blok will play 
basketball at Western Oregon University next winter Blok, 
6-6, 205 pounds, averaged 24 points last winter for the 
Braves, leading the state (3A) in scoring.  
 
Blok also pulled down 12 rebounds a contest and was a 
third-team all-state selection. A two-time All-Cowapa 
League selection in basketball, he also was the league's 
Pitcher of the Year in baseball.  
 
Mitchell Transfers from Pierce (5/17/05) 
 
J.T. (Jacob) Mitchell has signed a national letter-of-intent 
to play basketball with Western Oregon.  
 
Mitchell, a 6-7, 230-pound post, played at Pierce College in 
Lakewood, Wash., the past two seasons. He helped lead the 
Raiders to the NWAACC title game against Lower 
Columbia CC this year, averaging 12 points and eight 
rebounds a contest. 
 
The former Capital High School standout (Olympia, 
Wash.) shot 62 percent from the floor last winter at Pierce, 
and he led the Raiders in rebounds. 
 
"J.T. will fit in very nicely for us, immediately," said 
Western Oregon assistant coach Craig Stanger. "He fills a 
big hole for us inside. This was a huge pick-up for us, there 
were plenty of other schools that wanted him." 
 



Mitchell, a 3.66 GPA student in political science, joins two 
other Western Oregon signees thus far in 2005. The Wolves 
also inked Central Catholic High School (Portland) 
standout Corey Allen, who was the MVP of the Oregon-
Washington Shootout, and Travis Kuhns, a third-team all-
state pick out of Sprague High School (Salem). 
 
Central Catholic All-Star Corey Allen Inks with WOU 
(5/3/05)  
 
Central Catholic High School’s Corey Allen has signed a 
national letter-of-intent to play basketball with Western 
Oregon University.  
 
Allen, who was the Most Valuable Player in this year’s 
Northwest Shootout, is a 6-5 guard who had a career 
average of 22 points a game for the Rams. 
 
“We are ecstatic to sign a player of Corey’s caliber,” Hills 
commented. “He is going to be a very, very good player at 
this level. He has the potential to have the kind of career at 
Western Oregon that Robert Day (Benson HS) had during 
his four years here.”  
 
Day graduated a year ago, leaving WOU as the school’s 
all-time leading scorer. 
 
Allen capped an amazing prep career with 29 points in the 
Oregon-Washington Shootout, earning MVP honors during 
his team’s 96-88 win. He is also on the Metro roster for the 
2005 OACA All-Star Series. 
 
Allen was a third-team all-state selection (4A) this year, 
was third-team as a junior and was an honorable mention 
pick as a sophomore. He is a three-time first-team All-Mt. 
Hood Conference pick, including his junior season when he 
was named the league’s MVP. 
 
He led the Rams to a 17-8 record this season and a state 
tournament berth, averaging 22.2 points a game. His 
scoring average ranked fourth in the state, and he had a 
state-best 46-point outburst earlier in the year. He also 
listed fourth in the state in 2003-04 with 21.5 points a 
game, and he posted 22.1 points a game as a sophomore 
with a game-high of 37. 
 
Allen joins Sprague High School (Salem) standout Travis 
Kuhns on the Wolves roster, who signed a letter of intent 
with Western Oregon two weeks ago. 
 

Sprague's Kuhns To Play for Wolves (4/21/05) 
 
Sprague High School’s Travis Kuhns has signed a national 
letter of intent to play basketball at Western Oregon 
University.  
 
Kuhns, a 6-7 point guard, helped lead the Olympians to the 
state tournament this past winter. He averaged 15.5 points 
per game, 6.9 rebounds and 5.5 assists. He was a first team 
All-Valley League selection. 
 
“Travis is a great addition for us,” Hills commented. “He 
does a lot of things very well, and he is a competitor.” 
 
In addition to being an all-league selection on the floor, 
Kuhns was also an All-Valley League Academic pick. He 
was a Statesman Journal all-region team honoree, the 
Salem Breakfast Club senior winter athlete of the year and 
a McDonald’s All-American game nominee. 
 



2004-05 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
Forsyth Transfers from UAF to UAA (9/21/04) 
 
Zac Forsyth has transferred to from the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks to the University of Alaska Anchorage 
and will play basketball beginning in the 2005-06 season 
for the Seawolves.  
 
The 6-2, 185-pound Palmer, Alaska, native will sit out the 
2004-05 season in accordance with Great Northwest 
Athletic Conference transfer rules after playing his first two 
seasons at Alaska Fairbanks. He will be a junior in 2005-
06. 
 
Forsyth played in 51 games at UAF, averaging 3.6 points, 
with a career-high of 24 against Southwestern College. At 
Palmer High School, he was a two-time All-Region III and 
honorable mention all-state selection. 
 
“We are thrilled that Zac has chosen to transfer to UAA,” 
UAA coach Rusty Osborne said. “He is a talented player 
who is also an extremely hard worker. Sitting out this year 
will be difficult for him, but he can use the time to continue 
developing as a player, and get ahead in his academics. 
Once eligible next season, Zac will give us another 
experienced wing player who has already gone through the 
battles of GNAC competition. Seawolf fans will love the 
intensity that he brings every game.” 
 
Impact transfer bolsters Seawolf men’s backcourt 
(9/16/04)  
 
Alaska Anchorage's backcourt got even deeper Thursday 
when head coach Rusty Osborne announced that guard 
Brad Evans has enrolled in school and will play basketball 
for the University of Alaska Anchorage this season. 
 
The Ada, Okla., native will have just one season of 
eligibility at UAA after playing his first three years at 
NAIA St. Gregory’s University in his home state. At SGU, 
the 6-2, 165-pound Evans twice made third team All-
Sooner Athletic Conference and was a two-time team 
captain. His 21.7 points per game as a sophomore ranked 
seventh in the nation, and he averaged 14.7 points as a 
junior despite being the main focus of opposing defenses. 
His sophomore season also included a school-record 47 
points against Oklahoma Christian. 
 
As a prep at Ada High School, Evans earned first team 
McDonald’s All-State and Ada Area Player of the Year 
honors, and was named one of the top five players in the 
state’s large-schools division by the Daily Oklahoman. In 
addition to winning four letters in basketball, he also played 
two years of baseball for AHS’s state championship squad. 
 
“We feel fortunate to have been able to add a truly 
outstanding player late in the summer,” Osborne said. 

“Brad was originally intending to play at Division I TCU, 
but decided he didn’t want to sit out the year. 
 
“Brad is a gifted scorer, but also a true point guard in the 
mold of Steve Nash. He can distribute the ball and run the 
team, then take over the game with his scoring ability. He 
played in the toughest NAIA league in the country, and 
every opposing coach raved about his ability, leadership 
and competitiveness. We expect Brad to be a major 
contributor for us.” 
 
Evans is the Seawolves’ ninth newcomer for 2004-05, 
joining 6-0 freshman guard Raylon Almon of Columbus, 
Ohio; 6-5 freshman forward Carl Arts of Valdez; 5-10 
freshman guard Luke Cooper of Eltham, Australia; 6-8 
junior center Bryan Freshwater of Vancouver, Wash.; 6-5 
junior swingman James Hartman of Oceanside, Calif.; 6-4 
junior forward Brian Hills of Compton, Calif.; 6-0 senior 
guard Marcus Robinson of Mesa, Ariz.; and 6-9 sophomore 
forward Aaron Severson of Petersburg. 
 
Seawolf Men Bring in Pair of Freshman Guards (9/9/04)  
 
Guards Raylon Almon and Luke Cooper have enrolled in 
school and will play basketball for the University of Alaska 
Anchorage. 
 
Cooper, a 5-10, 175-pounder, comes to UAA after playing 
two seasons in the Australian Basketball Association with 
his hometown Eltham Wildcats. The point guard started all 
22 games in 2003-04, winning the league’s prestigious 
Golden Hands award (assists + steals – turnovers), while 
averaging 9.0 points, 9.3 assists and 5.0 rebounds in 37 
minutes per game. He also broke the ABA’s single-game 
assist record with 21.  
 
In high school, Cooper was selected to the 2000-01 
Victorian All-High School team and led the national 
tournament in assists and steals. 
 
At 6-0, 170 pounds, Almon hails from Columbus, Ohio, 
where he was a two-year starter at Beechcroft High School. 
In his three years on the varsity, BHS went 55-23, won 
three Central District titles, two regional titles and made 
two trips to the Ohio State Final Four.  
 
Almon averaged 16.1 points as a senior, earning first-team 
All-City League North, second-team All-District and 
honorable mention All-Ohio honors. He shot 43 percent 
from three-point range and 85 percent from the free throw 
line, and led Central Ohio in three-pointers made. Almon 
chose UAA over Division I Morgan State. 
 
“The addition of Raylon and Luke is exciting for the future 
of Seawolf basketball,” UAA head coach Rusty Osborne 
said. “Along with Carl Arts and Aaron Severson, they will 
give our program some continuity over the next four years. 
 
“Luke is an exciting point guard who can really push the 
ball. He is quick and won’t back down to anyone. His 
teammates will love playing with him because he will get 
them the ball when they are open. Raylon is a pure shooter 



with a great stroke. He comes from a traditional Ohio 
powerhouse program, and has played in big games 
throughout high school. We feel that getting someone of his 
quality late was a real steal for our program.” 
 
Petersburg’s Aaron Severson joins Seawolf men (9/1/04)  
 
Aaron Severson, a former all-state selection from 
Petersburg, has committed to play basketball for the 
University of Alaska Anchorage. 
 
Severson, a 6-9, 210-pound forward, played his freshman 
season at Allan Hancock Community College in Santa 
Maria, Calif., last year, where he averaged 7.0 points, 4.2 
rebounds and 2.3 blocks per game and helped his team to a 
runner-up finish in the Northern Division of the Western 
State Conference. At Petersburg High, he earned Class 3A 
all-state honors as a senior in 2002-03, putting up 15.8 
points, 9.7 rebounds and 2.8 blocks per game. 
 
“Aaron is a very important piece as we build this program,” 
UAA coach Rusty Osborne said. “He is long and athletic, 
with a load of potential. With three years to play, we expect 
him to have a tremendous impact in that time, but at the 
same time, we don’t want to put unrealistic expectations on 
him for this year. Had he returned to junior college, he 
would have been recruited by numerous Division I 
programs. We’re excited he decided to come back to 
Alaska to play for UAA.” 
 
Severson is the sixth player to commit to the Seawolves for 
2004-05, joining 6-5 freshman forward Carl Arts of 
Valdez; 6-8 junior center Bryan Freshwater of Vancouver, 
Wash.; 6-4 junior swingman James Hartman of Laguna 
Niguel, Calif.; 6-4 junior F Brian Hills of Compton, Calif.; 
and 6-0 guard Marcus Robinson of Mesa, Ariz. Osborne 
said he plans to announce several more roster additions in 
the upcoming days. 
 
Seawolves Add Former JC All-American to Backcourt 
(8/10/04) 
 
Marcus Robinson, a 6-foot guard from Mesa, Ariz., will 
transfer to the University of Alaska Anchorage to play his 
senior season. 
 
Robinson played his junior year at Division I Florida 
International in 2003-04, averaging 10.1 points, 2.1 
rebounds and 1.5 assists in the Golden Panthers’ starting 
lineup. As a sophomore at South Mountain (Ariz.) 
Community College, he ranked third among NJCAA 
Division II scorers with 25.6 points per game, earning 
third-team All-America, Region I MVP and unanimous all-
conference honors. 
 
As a prep at Mesa High School, Robinson was a 
McDonald’s All-America nominee and an All-East Valley 
selection, setting the school’s single-game scoring record 
and averaging 24.6 points per game. 
 
“Marcus is going to bring a lot of excitement to the floor 
for us this winter,” first-year coach Rusty Osborne said. 

“He is an exceptional athlete who can flat-out score. His 
ability to play both point guard and shooting guard will 
allow us to be very flexible with our lineup.  
 
He will complement our returning players very well and 
give us one of the most talented backcourts in Division II 
basketball. Marcus gives us the extra dimension of a guard 
who can break down opposing defenses and get to the free 
throw line, where he had 218 attempts as a sophomore.” 
 
Robinson is the fifth newcomer to join the Seawolves for 
2004-05, along with 6-5 freshman forward Carl Arts of 
Valdez; 6-8 junior center Bryan Freshwater of Vancouver, 
Wash.; 6-4 junior swingman James Hartman of Laguna 
Niguel, Calif.; and 6-5 junior forward Brian Hills of 
Compton, Calif. 
 
Osborne also announced that forward Adam Simpson has 
left the program to transfer to a school closer to his 
Frankfort, Ky., home. Simpson averaged 3.4 points and 2.4 
rebounds in 29 games as a junior last season. 
 
Alaska 3A Player of the Year Carl Arts signs on with 
Seawolves (4/23/04) 
 
Carl Arts, the Alaska 3A Player of the Year, has signed a 
National Letter of Intent to play basketball for the 
University of Alaska Anchorage. 
 
Arts, a 6-5 forward, averaged 17.1 points (60% FG, 80% 
FT, 35.5% 3FG) and 7.3 rebounds last season, leading 
Valdez High School to a 28-0 record and its second Class 
3A state title in three years.  
 
Some of his big performances in 2003-04 included 23 
points (10-17 FG) in VHS’s overtime win over Barrow in 
the state championship game; 21 points (9-14 FG) and 11 
rebounds in a win over Class 4A Chugiak; and 11 points 
and 10 rebounds in the Dimond Prep Shootout 
championship game win over Heritage Christian.  
 
Overall, Arts played in four state tournaments, and the 
Buccaneers posted a combined 56-1 record over this junior 
and senior years. 
 
“Carl’s signing is huge for our program,” UAA first-year 
head coach Rusty Osborne said. “He brings toughness, 
skill, and the ability to play inside and out. His high school 
statistics would have been even more impressive if not for 
the lopsided margins in his team’s wins and the balance on 
the Valdez roster. We feel that he can contribute 
immediately at this level, and that is a testament to the fine 
coaching he received from Coach (Todd) Wegner and 
Coach (Dan) Eide. 
 
“We promised to recruit from Alaska outward, and this 
backs that up. Coach (Shane) Rinner did an excellent job of 
establishing a relationship with Carl throughout the year, 
and I was able to spend a lot of time with him and his 
parents on his campus visit, so they could see our level of 
commitment to them over the next four years.” 
 



Seawolves sign JC all-star center Bryan Freshwater 
(4/22/04) 
 
Bryan Freshwater, a 6-8 post player from Vancouver, 
Wash., has signed a National Letter of Intent to play 
basketball for the University of Alaska Anchorage. 
 
Freshwater recently completed a stellar season in which he 
helped lead Lower Columbia (Wash.) College to a 26-5 
record and its first Northwest Athletic Association of 
Community Colleges title since 1954, averaging 13.5 
points, 7.5 rebounds and shooting 61 percent from the field.  
 
He earned spots on the NWAACC all-tournament team – 
scoring 22 points and grabbing 10 rebounds in the 
semifinal win over Peninsula – as well as the NWAACC 
Western Division first team. Freshwater also earned MVP 
honors in the West’s 103-96 win over the North in the 
NWAACC All-Star game Mar. 7. 
 
“Bryan was one of the best available big men in the 
Northwest and gives us that talented, physical presence in 
the post that we need,” UAA first-year coach Rusty 
Osborne said. “He’s versatile enough to play either power 
forward or center, and his defensive fundamentals are 
excellent. Bryan should be one of the best passing post 
players to come through UAA in a long time, and we look 
forward to him being an impact player the next two years.” 
 
Seawolf men ink California guard Hartman (12/8/03)  
 
James Hartman of Laguna Niguel, Calif., has signed a 
National Letter of Intent to play basketball next season for 
the University of Alaska Anchorage.  
 
A 6-4, 205-pound guard, Hartman has previously played at 
Vanguard University in Costa Mesa, Calif., and Irvine 
Valley College. At Vanguard in 2002-03, he led the Lions 
with 15.5 points per game, 40 percent (40-100) three-point 
shooting and 1.2 steals per game. He also averaged 3.4 
rebounds, 1.9 assists and shot 49.6 percent from the field.  
 
Hartman played 32 games at Irvine Valley in 2001-02, 
scoring a team season-high 41 points in one contest, as the 
Lasers finished 24-10. He was an all-conference and all-
Orange County selection as a prep at San Clemente High 
School. 
 
“James is extremely athletic and intense,” Bruns said. “He 
is a gym rat who can shoot the three, but also attack the 
basket. He will be a huge addition to our team.” 
 
Hartman becomes the first signing of the 2004-05 
recruiting class for the Seawolves, who have seven seniors 
on this year’s roster. 
 

Alaska Fairbanks 
 
Williams To Play for Nanooks (9/13/04) 
 
Javon Williams, a 6-2 freshman guard, from San Diego, 
Calif., will play basketball this winter for the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.  
 
Williams was a prep star for University High School in San 
Diego and also played AAU club basketball with Kenny 
Barker, another new addition to the Nanook roster this 
season.  
 
“Javon gives us another young wing capable of playing two 
different positions. Physically he is way ahead of most 
players who are recently out of high school," UAF coach 
Frank Ostanik said.  
 
The additions of Chris Jordan, Barker and Williams gives 
the Nanooks a nucleus of freshmen that should provide for 
some entertaining basketball in Fairbanks for the next four 
years. “We felt that Javon was not only physically gifted, 
but that he had a great court sense and good basketball IQ,” 
said Ostanik. 
 
Central Washington 
 
CWU Gets Transfer from Division I Air Force (8/17/04)  
 
Derek Groth, a former two-sport standout at Eisenhower 
High School in Yakima, Wash., has announced he will 
transfer to Central Washington University to play 
basketball beginning this winter.  
 
Groth, who will be a sophomore when he suits up for the 
Wildcats this winter, played the 2003-04 season at the Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo. He appeared in 
five games as a freshman for the Falcons, scoring five 
points and adding a pair of rebounds in limited action. 
 
"Derek is a great pick up from the Yakima Valley," CWU 
head coach Greg Sparling said Tuesday. "He is a very good 
student-athlete, both on and off the floor, and basketball-
wise, he plays extremely hard. With Derek's talents and 
abilities should enable him to fit nicely into the group of 
players we have in our program already." 
 
A 6-foot-3, 190-pound guard, Groth had an illustrious 
career at Eisenhower before being recruited and signed by 
Air Force. In fact, Sparling made an initial effort to sign 
Groth while he was still attending Ike. 
 
"I had an opportunity to watch Derek play quite a bit during 
his days at Ike," Sparling added, "and I was very impressed 
with his scoring capabilities then. We are looking to Derek 
to help contribute immediately in the scoring column, and 
are very pleased that a player of his caliber was available to 
us so late in the recruiting year." 
 
During his prep career, which included three varsity letters 
in basketball and two more in football for the Cadets, Groth 



was named the Big Nine League's Most Valuable Player as 
a senior and added first team all-state accolades as well. In 
addition, he graduated from Eisenhower in 2002 with a 3.8 
grade-point average and as a member of the National 
Honor Society. 
 
Groth is the second Division I transfer to join the Wildcats. 
Earlier Lance Den Boer transferred from Washington State.  
 
JUCO Star Robert Hicks Signs with Wildcats (5/21/04) 
 
Robert Hicks, a point guard from Lakewood, Calif., has 
signed a National Letter of Intent to continue his basketball 
career at Central Washington University. 
 
Hicks, who will be a junior when he suits up in the 
Crimson and Black this winter, has played the last two 
seasons at Fullerton College in Fullerton, Calif. The 5-foot-
11, 170-pound Hicks averaged 12.5 points and 3.5 assists 
per game for the Hornets this past year, earning first team 
all-Orange Empire Conference honors. 
 
"Robert is a great passer, as his numbers indicate," Sparling 
said. "He had a two-to-one assist-to-turnover ratio in a very 
strong community college league. In addition, he is a 
scoring point guard who can shoot the three and free throws 
extremely well." 
 
As a sophomore in 2003-04, Hicks totaled 110 assists and 
just 52 turnovers in 31 contests, averaging 2.1 assists for 
every turnover. He was also a very efficient shooter, 
making 47.4 percent of his field goals including a 45.1 
percent accuracy on three-pointers. He also made 83.3 
percent of his 84 free throw attempts this past year. 
 
"He will be a great all-around addition to our program both 
on and off the court," Sparling continued. "We are very 
excited to have a point guard of Robert's caliber at Central." 
 
Over the course of his two-year career at Fullerton, Hicks 
averaged 8.5 points and 2.4 assists per game in 63 games 
played during the 2002-03 and 2003-04 seasons. He had his 
only double-double with 12 points and 10 assists against 
Los Angeles Valley College last season, and scored 20 or 
more points four times as a sophomore. His career-high 
was a 29-point performance against Santa Ana College. 
 
Prior to enrolling at Fullerton, Hicks was a two-year 
letterman in basketball at Lakewood High School in 
Lakewood, Calif. During his career with the Lancers, he 
earned first team all-Moore League honors and was the 
Most Valuable Player of the Gahr Cerritos Tournament. He 
was also named to the Long Beach Press Telegram's Dream 
Team. 
 
Hicks is the last of six incoming players whom the 
Wildcats have added to their roster during the 2003-04 
recruiting period. Joining Hicks are three prep standouts - 
guards Steffond Brown (Seattle, Wash./Renton HS), Joey 
Luke (Kent, Wash./Kent-Meridian HS) and Jon Bond 
(Vancouver, Wash./Skyview HS) - as well as transfers 
Chris Bannish (Menlo, Wash./Willapa Valley HS/Lower 

Columbia CC) and Lance Den Boer (Sunnyside, 
Wash./Sunnyside Christian HS/Washington State). 
 
Skyview High's Jon Bond Signs with CWU Basketball 
(4/30/04)  
 
Jonathan (Jon) Bond, a high school basketball standout at 
Skyview High School in Vancouver, Wash., has signed a 
National Letter of Intent to play basketball at Central 
Washington University beginning this fall. 
 
Bond, a 6-foot-3, 195-pound guard, was the Greater St. 
Helens League Player of the Year this past winter for the 
Storm, who took the GSHL and Southwest District titles in 
2003-04. He averaged 21 points, 5.2 rebounds, and 3.1 
assists per game during his senior year.  
 
“ He had a very successful prep career in a very 
competitive high school league,” CWU head coach Greg 
Sparling said, “And that should pay dividends for him at 
the NCAA Division II level.  
 
“He is one of the most athletic high school kids out there,” 
Sparling continued. “He is a good all-around player – he 
can do a ton on the offensive end, is a very good shooter, 
and can pass the ball well too. And he's a good rebounder 
for someone who plays the guard position.”  
 
In addition to Bond's league player of the year honors, he is 
a 2004 nominee for the McDonald's All-American Team 
and has played in the Oregon-Washington All-Star 
Shootout. He was also named the Vancouver Columbian 's 
Athlete of the Year.  
 
“Jon will complement his fellow freshmen and future 
Wildcat teammates very nicely,” Sparling said. “He is a 
very smart individual on and off the court, as his numbers 
on the floor and in the classroom indicate.”  
 
Bond, who plans to major in pre-med at Central, carries a 
3.80 grade-point average at Skyview. He has been a 
member of the National Honor Society as well as a scholar-
athlete award recipient. 
 
Den Boer Transfers from Washington State (4/27/04) 
 
Lance Den Boer , the all-time leading scorer in Washington 
state high school history with 2,851 points, has announced 
he is transferring to Central Washington University for his 
sophomore season in 2004-05.  
 
Den Boer, who prepped at Sunnyside Christian High 
School, played his freshman season at Washington State 
University in 2003-04. 
 
"Lance got some great coaching at Washington State and 
now he's going to be a Wildcat," CWU coach Greg 
Sparling said. "We're very excited about that."  
 
Sparling said the 6-foot-6, 210-pound Den Boer, from 
Sunnyside Christian High School, will probably play the 



No. 3 (small forward) and No. 4 (power forward) positions 
at Central.  
 
Den Boer played sparingly last season for the Cougars, 
averaging 1.7 points and 5.3 minutes in 14 games.  
 
Kent-Meridian High Star Inks National Letter of Intent 
with Wildcats (4/22/04)  
 
Joey Luke, who prepped at Kent-Meridian High School in 
Kent, Wash., has signed a National Letter of Intent to play 
basketball at Central Washington University. 
 
Luke is a 6-foot-4, 175-pound guard. He played basketball 
for the Royals each of the past two seasons for former 
Garfield High and Seattle University coach Al Hairston, 
earning first team all-South Puget Sound League (SPSL) 
North honors as a junior. His senior season was cut short 
due to a broken hand. 
 
"Joey is a very athletic wing who can score in many 
different ways," CWU coach Greg Sparling said. "He is a 
very hard worker who will be a good player for us in the 
coming years, and he is part of a talented and solid 
freshman class that will help solidify the future success of 
Wildcat basketball." 
 
As a junior, Luke averaged 18 points and six rebounds per 
game. He was a 55 percent field goal shooter and provided 
three steals per game defensively for Kent-Meridian. 
 
In addition to playing basketball for the Royals, Luke was 
also a two-year letterman in golf. In the classroom, he has 
carried a 3.5 grade-point average and has been a recipient 
of the team academic award. 
 
"His dedication in the classroom, on the playing floor, and 
in the weight room will pay dividends for not only Joey, 
but for his Wildcat teammates as well," Sparling added. 
"He has a tremendous upside and a real hunger to get back 
on the floor. We are looking forward to having him join the 
Central program." 
 
Luke joins two other players whom the Wildcats had 
already signed to letters of intent. Junior college guard 
Chris Bannish (Menlo - Willapa Valley HS & Lower 
Columbia CC) and Renton High School standout Steffond 
Brown (Seattle, Wash.) also signed with Central in the 
early signing period last November. 
 
Wildcats Sign Three In Early Period (11/25/03) 
 
Central Washington has signed three players - junior 
college player Chris Bannish, plus current high school 
seniors Steffond Brown and Dan Blanchard, to national 
letters-of-intent.  
 
“Overall, I am very happy with the signings,” CWU coach 
Greg Sparling said. “It will be great to be able to work with 
the freshmen for four years, and to have a hard worker like 
Chris Bannish join us, it should be a win-win situation for 
our program.” 

Bannish, 6-foot-1 and 185 pounds, is currently a 
sophomore guard at Lower Columbia College in Longview. 
He was a first team all-NWAACC West Division choice 
during his freshman season with the Red Devils last year, 
averaging 19.9 points, 5.5 rebounds and 4.9 assists per 
game for LCC.  
 
A native of Menlo, Wash., Bannish starred at Willapa 
Valley High School during his prep days, where he was a 
three-time Pacific League Most Valuable Player and two-
time WIAA Class B all-state selection. 
 
“Chris had a great high school career at Willapa Valley, 
and he’s kept it going at Lower Columbia,” Sparling said of 
Bannish. “He is a crafty scorer who is putting up a lot of 
points despite being double-teamed quite a bit. He is a very, 
very good scorer who has also played point guard and can 
distribute the ball. The best part is that he’s a winner - he’s 
been in all winning programs.” 
 
Brown is a 6-foot-1, 178-pound guard at Renton High 
School in suburban Seattle. A two-year letterman in 
basketball for the Indians, he led the Seamount League in 
scoring and was the league’s Most Valuable Player last 
season. In addition, he was a third team WIAA Class 3A 
all-state choice, and has competed for the AAU Junior 
National State team in Portland, Ore. 
 
Blanchard, at 6-foot-7 and 215 pounds, will graduate from 
Bothell High School next spring. He is entering his fourth 
year on the Cougars’ varsity squad this year. 
 
“We have two freshmen coming in who can really score,” 
Sparling added. “Blanchard can score both inside and 
outside, and Brown is one of the best shooters we’ve seen 
in awhile. They are both very athletic and they have 
tremendous upsides to them - we are delighted to have two 
freshmen of this caliber coming in our system. They’re 
both friends, and it’s nice to start the next year with a 
couple of guys who know each other.” 
 
Humboldt State  
 
University of Portland Player Transfers to Humboldt 
(5/19/04) 
 
Former Kennedy High School basketball player Devin Peal 
has signed a scholarship agreement indicating his intent to 
attend Humboldt State University in the fall. Peal, a 6-5 
forward, will join the Lumberjacks as a sophomore. He 
played basketball for the University of Portland during 
2003-04. 
 
During his prep career, Peal was a two-time all-region pick 
and earned all-state selection by CalHi Sports following the 
2002 and 2003 seasons. He was also selected to the San 
Francisco Chronicle's all-Metro second team and was twice 
MVP of the Bay Shore Athletic League.  
 
“Devin is extremely versatile,” HSU head coach Tom 
Wood said. “He can play the small or power forward 



position, and has great ability to get to the basket. We're 
very fortunate to have him joining our program.”  
 
Peal averaged 26 points and 12 rebounds during his senior 
season, twice scoring more than 40 points in a single game. 
He finished his career as Kennedy High's all-time leading 
scorer.  
 
Lumberjacks Land La Jolla's Moyer (5/4/04) 
 
Former La Jolla High School standout Grayson Moyer has 
signed a national letter-of-intent with Humboldt State. The 
6-5 forward paced his team offensively, scoring 26.8 points 
per game during his senior season at La Jolla. Moyer also 
averaged 11.7 rebounds, 5.2 assists and 3.4 steals per 
contest.  
 
“He's an extremely versatile player who also has a great 
understanding of the game,” HSU coach Tom Wood said. 
“He's a real cornerstone for the future of men's basketball at 
Humboldt State.”  
 
Moyer was honored for his prep accomplishments by being 
selected to the all-Western League first team and also was 
named to the Division III all-state first team. “Grayson can 
shoot the three, penetrate and draw fouls,” Wood said. 
“We're expecting a lot out of him, even as a freshman.”  
 
Jacks Sign 6-9 Center for 2004-05 Season (4/15/04) 
 
Cy Vandermeer, a 6-9, 240 pound center out of Thomas 
Downey High School, will be joining Humboldt State's 
men's basketball program in the fall. 
 
“We are very excited about Cy because of his size and 
tremendous passing ability,” said HSU coach Tom Wood. 
“He is yet another young big man that we can grow with.”  
 
Vandermeer averaged a double-double his senior season at 
Thomas Downey High School with 15.7 points and 10.6 
rebounds per game. The versatile center also had 4.3 assists 
and 3.5 blocks per game, and was named to the Central 
California Conference first-team and the all-district first-
team.  
 
“We hope that with the addition of Cy we can keep this 
program at the national level we have attain in the past few 
years,” said Wood.  
 
Lumberjacks Sign Three In Early Period (11/19/03)  
 
Three top high school prospects have made an early 
decision to join the Humboldt State men's basketball 
program for the 2004-05 season.  
 
Fresno area standouts Rick Cardoso and Albert Moore, 
along with Brian Burke of Seattle, have signed letters of 
intent to play for head coach Tom Wood. The occasion 
marks the first time in the history of Lumberjack men's 
basketball that any player has committed during the 
NCAA's early signing period, which ends today.  
 

“We needed a small forward type of player who can play 
both inside and outside, and we feel we have that in 
Burke,” Wood said. “Moore and Cardoso are both very 
capable post players who also have the ability to play on 
the perimeter.”  
 
Burke is a 6-6 small forward with both outside shooting 
talent and the ability to drive to the basket. The senior at 
Interlake High School in Seattle was an all-league selection 
as a junior despite playing much of the season injured and 
missing five games entirely.  
 
Heading into his senior year, Cardoso, out of Fresno 
Central High, is considered by an online ranking service to 
be one of the top six prep players at his position in the 
West. The 6-7 forward averaged 12 points and five 
rebounds per game, along with blocking 55 shots last 
season.  
 
Moore, a 6-7 post, averaged 13 points, 11 rebounds and six 
blocked shots per game during his junior year at Fresno's 
Hoover High. He earned first-team all-county honors in the 
Tri-River Athletic Conference and was selected his team's 
defensive MVP.  
 
All three signees bring even more athleticism and to the 
Lumberjack program, selected as preseason No. 1 in the 
NCAA Division II by three national publications.  
 
“The way we choose to play the game, we needed to bring 
in good athletes, and all three of these players fit very well 
into our system,” Wood said. “We hope to copy the model 
of what has brought us success, and I think we've done that. 
All three of these young men represent cornerstones for our 
team's future.”  
 
Northwest Nazarene 
 
Northwest Nazarene sign Joseph and Fridrich (6/2/04)  
 
Wade Joseph and Travis Fridrich have both signed letters 
of intent to attend Northwest Nazarene University and play 
basketball for the Crusaders this fall. 
 
Joseph (6-5, 215, Jr., Sumpter, OR - Baker City) played the 
last two years at Treasure Valley Community College in 
Ontario. He averaged 18.5 points and 9.0 rebounds per 
game in 2003-04 for the Chukars as he was named to the 
second team All-NWAACC East Region All-Star team. He 
also represented the East Region in the NWAACC All-Star 
game, scoring seven points.  
 
"Wade will be a solid four-man for us at NNU," stated 
NNU coach Mike Terpstra. "He is a hard-nosed player that 
can score around the basket. He has the great combination 
of being a tough, strong player and also being an excellent 
student and leader. We can tell he has been well coached 
under Derrick Boles." 
 
Fridrich (6-4, 185, Jr., Bellingham, WA - Sehome) played 
the last two seasons at Edmonds Community College. 
Travis averaged 11.9 points and 5.1 rebounds per game 



while shooting 49 percent from the field. He was named to 
the second team All-NWAACC Tournament Team at the 
NWAACC Tournament in March as ECC finished seventh 
in the conference tournament. 
 
"Travis is a well rounded basketball player who will play 
the wing for us," Terpstra commented. "He goes to the 
basket very well, and at 6-4 is really strong with the ball." 
 
Northwest Nazarene signs pair from Odessa College 
(5/14/04)  
 
Ahnel Butler and Raymond Butler have both signed 
National Letters-of-Intent to attend Northwest Nazarene 
University and play basketball for the Crusaders this fall. 
 
Ahnel and Raymond, who are cousins, both attended 
Ballard High School in Seattle, Washington and Odessa 
College in Odessa, Texas. Each will have two years of 
eligibility at NNU. 
 
Ahnel Butler, a 6-4 point guard, averaged 13.6 points and 
7.4 rebounds per game on his way to being named to the 
All-Western Junior College Athletic Conference All-
Conference Team in 2004, as well as being selected to the 
2004 All-Region V All-Star Team. In addition to the All-
Star honors, he was also a National Junior College All-
American Nominee for the 2003-04 season. Ahnel shot 
39% (43-111) from the three-point line and 48% from the 
field. 
 
Raymond Butler, a 6-4 shooting guard, was an All-WJCAC 
All-Conference honorable mention selection this season as 
he averaged 11.7 points and 3.1 rebounds per game at 
Odessa. He shot 40% (48-119) from the three-point line 
and 49% from the field. 
 
"Both Raymond and Ahnel are quality young men and very 
good basketball players," stated NNU's coach Mike 
Terpstra. "We are excited to have them as student-athletes; 
they will be a great addition to our program." 
 
"Ahnel is a big and strong guard that can shoot, get to the 
basket, and most importantly, get the ball to the open man 
with his passing ability and court awareness. His positive 
leadership led to our team's success," according to Odessa 
head coach Orlando Ontiveroz. He continued, "Raymond is 
a strong guard who has the ability to shoot the three and 
also power his way around the basket. His aggressiveness 
on both the offensive and defensive end was needed on the 
floor." 
 
Saint Martin's 
 
Saints Sign Three JC, Two High School Players 
(5/26/04)  
 
Three junior college transfers and two high school 
graduates have signed letters with Saint Martin's to play 
basketball for the Saints.  
 

Adam Baker, a 5-10 point guard from Seton Catholic (AZ) 
High School; Brendan Campbell , a 6-4 forward from 
Olympic (WA) High School; Nick Moxley , a 5-11 guard 
from Green River Community College; Greg O'Neal , a 6-1 
guard from Chemeketa Community College; and Thomas 
Rowswell , a 6-5 forward from Whatcom Community 
College make up head coach Keith Cooper's second 
recruiting class at Saint Martin's.  
 
Cooper is counting on this group of recruits to help fill the 
void left by the loss of all-conference guard Brandon 
Hartley as well as seniors Kaelen Moore and Matt Gruhler 
and also provide some much needed depth for his Saints 
squad which finished 8-19 last season.  
 
“I am very pleased with this year's recruiting class. We 
have two very good high school prospects in Adam Baker 
and Brendan Campbell, two older experienced junior 
college players in Nick Moxley and Thomas Rowswell, and 
an excellent junior college player in Greg O'Neal,” Cooper 
said. He also added that, “with the style we play depth is a 
big factor. The improvement of our eight returnees 
combined with the five new recruits we should have the 
depth necessary to play as hard as we need to in order to 
take the next step toward our goal of reaching the NCAA 
Division II tournament.”  
 
O'Neal, a second team All-NWAACC selection this year 
averaging 13 points per game for a very good Chemeketa 
team, is expected to contribute immediately in the slot left 
by the Hartley and his 22 points per game, Cooper said.  
 
“Greg is very similar to Brandon in terms of being a well-
rounded player who can pass, score, and defend.” Cooper 
added, “Greg comes from an outstanding junior college 
program at Chemeketa and has experienced the 
commitment necessary to play on a championship team.”  
 
Moxley is being reunited with his former high school coach 
at Decatur where he earned first team SPSL all-star honors. 
He spent the last two years playing tennis at Bowling Green 
and Green River . Cooper said, “Nick can really help us 
with his perimeter shooting, mental toughness, and intense 
defense.”  
 
Rowswell, a local product from Olympia High School and 
Whatcom Community College, is someone Cooper is 
counting on to help add depth and experience. “Thomas 
comes from two good basketball programs and has worked 
extremely hard to improve since his high school days. His 
strength and perimeter shooting ability will give us depth at 
the forward position,” Cooper said.  
 
Baker, a preseason all-state point guard from Arizona is 
someone Cooper sees a bright future for. “Adam has the 
potential to be a very good point guard at this level and has 
impressed me with his passing and leadership skills.”  
 
Campbell , another local product from Bremerton 's 
Olympic High School, rounds out this year's class. The first 
team Narrows League selection averaged 17 points per 



game and 11 rebounds per game and will provide depth and 
athleticism for the Saints next season.  
 
“We are very excited to have signed a high school player of 
Brendan's caliber. He has a big upside and we are excited 
to have him as a part of the program we are building here at 
Saint Martin 's," Cooper added.  
 
Seattle University  
 
Redhawks Sign Four To Letters (5/13/04) 
 
Four players, two junior college transfers and two high 
school graduates, have signed national letters of intent to 
play men's basketball at Seattle University. 
 
Shaun Burl , a 6-foot-1 point guard out of Berkeley High 
School; Ryan Coldren , a 6-foot-8 forward out of Marist 
(Ore.) High School; Sean Namanny , a 6-foot-4 forward out 
of Los Medanos College; and Bernard Seals , a 6-foot-4 
wing out of Consumnes River Community College, make 
up a very talented recruiting class for fourth-year coach Joe 
Callero.  
 
“This is the most well-rounded group we have recruited in 
four years,” Callero said. “We have improved our 
quickness, height, skill and experience.”  
 
Namanny and Seals could be called upon immediately to 
help improve Seattle's scoring, especially in the backcourt 
and at the wing position.  
 
Namanny averaged 17.9 points per game in helping lead 
Los Medanos to third place in the Bay Valley with records 
of 10-4 in conference and 17-11 overall. He finished 28th 
in scoring in the state of California for junior college 
players and ranked ninth overall in three-point percentage 
(44.4). Namanny shot 47 percent from the field overall. A 
two-year starter at Los Medanos, Namanny was named 
team MVP this past season, received first team all-league 
honors, and also served as team captain. A three-year 
starter and three-year captain at Antioch High School, he 
was team MVP and a first team all-league selection as a 
senior after leading Antioch with 20.9 points per game.  
 
“Sean has a great feel for the game,” Callero said. “He can 
score from all over the court and has good college 
experience.”  
 
A graduate of Valley High School in Sacramento, Seals—
who ranked as high as 10th on the state scoring list in early 
February—averaged 15.6 points and 5.5 rebounds per game 
for Consumnes River. He ranked 23rd in the state in three-
point percentage (42.3) and shot 44.8 percent overall.  
 
“Bernard is the best shooter we have recruited at Seattle 
University,” Callero said.  
 
A three-year starter for Marist, Coldren was rated as the 
fifth-best high school player in the state of Oregon by 
Oregonpress.com . He was a three-time All-Sky-Em 
League selection and finished second all-time at Marist 

with 1,231 career points. A four-year letter winner, Coldren 
is the only player in the school's history to appear in four 
state tournaments and was named to the class 3A All-State 
Tournament Team as a junior. A two-time all-state 
selection, Coldren was a McDonald's All-American 
nominee and an OACA 3A All-Star after averaging 16.2 
points, 7.5 rebounds and 2.5 assists per game as a senior.  
 
“Ryan is one of the top big men in the state of Oregon,” 
Callero said. “He possesses very good quickness and 
excellent skills for his size. He will make us a quicker, 
more versatile, fast-breaking team and should provide 
quality minutes as a freshman.”  
 
A three-time first team All-Alameda Contra Costa Athletic 
League selection, Burl helped lead Berkeley to 24-4 record, 
including a perfect 14-0 in league play this past season. The 
Yellowjackets advanced to the Northern California state 
semifinals. Burl averaged 11.2 points, three rebounds, 2.5 
steals and led the league with six assists per game. He was 
also an honorable mention All-Bay Area Team selection 
and helped guide Berkeley to a combined 69-12 record in 
three seasons as the starting point guard.  
 
“Shaun is a true point. He has good quickness and strength 
for a high school senior,” Callero said. “He takes care of 
the ball and is a winner on and off the court.”  
 
Seattle Pacific 
 
Falcons Sign Six-Ten Center (5/17/04) 
 
Robbie Will, a 6-foot-10 center who played for both O'Dea 
High School and Bellevue Community College, has 
become the first recruit to sign a national letter of intent for 
the Seattle Pacific University men's basketball program.  
 
Will, who will be a sophomore, started at center and 
averaged 13.1 points, 6.0 rebounds and 1.6 blocked shots 
for Bellevue CC this past season. Earlier, Will starred at 
Seattle's O'Dea, where he averaged 15 points, eight 
rebounds and three blocks as a senior, making second team 
all-Metro League.  
 
Western Oregon 
 
WOU Adds Clark and Snow College Standouts 
(6/16/04)  
 
Garrett Johnson and Kurt Webb are the two latest 
basketball players to sign letters-of-intent with Western 
Oregon. 
 
Johnson, from Clark College in Vancouver, and Webb, 
from Snow College in Utah, join previous signees Stanley 
Ratcliff (Palmer, Alaska), Walla Walla CC transfer Eric 
Orton and South Medford High School’s Ryan Fiegi as 
standouts that WOu coach Tim Hills has inked this spring. 
 
Johnson is a 6-7 forward. He averaged 11.2 points and 6.5 
rebounds a contest for the Penguins, after a standout career 



at Southridge High School in Hillsboro. “Garrett has an 
excellent game, both inside and out,” said WOU assistant 
coach Craig Stanger. “He has the quickness to defend both 
the post and perimeter. He should fit into our system very 
well.” 
 
Webb was a redshirt at Snow College last season. He is a 6-
3 wing who was the Utah 3A Player of the Year at 
Tremonton in 2003. “Kurt is a coaches' son, a very smart 
player,” Stanger said. “He is an excellent shooter, knows 
the game and makes everyone around him better.” 
 
“We are very excited to have these players in our 
program,” Hills said. “They have a chance to be big 
contributors.” 
 
WOU Inks Alaska’s Stanley Ratcliff, Walla Walla CC’s 
Orton (5/20/04) 
 
Palmer, Alaska High School standout Stanley Ratcliff and 
Walla Walla CC transfer Eric Orton have signed letters-of-
intent with Western Oregon University. 
 
Ratcliff and Orton join South Medford High School’s Ryan 
Fiegi as standouts that WOU coach Tim Hills has inked 
during the NCAA signing period. 
 
Ratcliff, a 6-3 wing, averaged 19.7 points, 10.8 rebounds 
and 3.7 assists per contest. He was a first-team all-state 
selection and was the Alaska Region 3 Player of the Year. 
His Palmer squad finished fourth in the state. 
 
Orton, a former Thurston High School (Eugene) standout, 
averaged 12.5 points and 6.2 rebounds a game at Walla 
Walla CC last year.  
 
Fiegi, a 6-5 point guard, helped lead the Panthers to a 
fourth place finish in this year’s OSAA state tournament 
(4A). The two-time first team All-Southern Oregon 
Conference player averaged 12.9 points per game and 
posted a two-to-one assist-to-turnover ratio. 
 
Fiegi was a third team all-state selection as a senior and 
earned honorable mention status as a junior. Last month, he 
was named to the all-state tournament second team for his 
play in Eugene. The Panthers won the SOC title in 2003 
and 2004. 
 
“We are very excited to have these three players in our 
program,” Hills said. “They have a chance to be big 
contributors.” 
 
Western Oregon Inks South Medford HS Star (4/14/04)  
 
South Medford High School standout Ryan Fiegi has 
signed a letter-of-intent to play basketball with Western 
Oregon University.  
 
Fiegi, a 6-5 point guard, helped lead the Panthers to a 
fourth place finish in this year’s OSAA state tournament 
(4A). The two-time first team All-Southern Oregon 

Conference player averaged 12.9 points per game and 
posted a two-to-one assist-to-turnover ratio. 
 
Fiegi was a third team all-state selection as a senior and 
earned honorable mention status as a junior. Last month, he 
was named to the all-state tournament second team for his 
play in Eugene. The Panthers won the SOC title in 2003 
and 2004. 
 
Fiegi’s brother Eric was an honorable mention NAIA All-
American at nearby Western Baptist this past year. 
 
“We are very excited to have Ryan in our program,” WOU 
coach Tim Hills said. “He has a chance to be a very, very 
good player here.” 
 
Western Washington 
 
Western Signs Three Standout High School Seniors 
(5/18/04)  
 
Three standout high school seniors, led by 6-foot-1 guard 
Ira Graham from Fontana , Calif. , have signed national 
letters of intent to play men's basketball at Western 
Washington University. 
 
Also committing to Western are 6-7 forward Calin Schell 
from Chelan and 6-0 guard Ken Nwaelele (pronounced 
WALL-lay-lay) from Bothell.  
 
Graham was a second-team all-State and California 
Interscholastic Federation Division I-AA all-star as a senior 
at Fontana High School . He also was a second-team San 
Bernardino Sun all-County and first-team all-Citrus Belt 
League pick, setting school records for season and career 
scoring.  
 
Graham helped Fontana to a 19-6 record and the second 
round of the CIF playoffs as a senior, averaging 25.6 
points, 6.0 assists, 6.0 rebounds and 3.5 steals per game. He 
tied a school record with 44 points in a win over Redlands 
East Valley High School .  
 
Graham's father, Ira Sr., played football at the University of 
Wyoming .  
 
Nwaelele was a second-team all-Kingco 4A League choice 
as a senior at Inglemoor High School . He led the team in 
scoring with a 16.7 average, shooting 41 percent from 3-
point range.  
 
Nwaelele's brother, Dan, plays basketball at the Air Force 
Academy.  
 
Schell was a first-team Washington State Sports writers 
Association and Washington Prep Report Class 2A all-
State selection as a senior at Chelan High School . He also 
was a first-team Wenatchee World all-Area choice and 
MVP of the Central Washington Athletic Conference, 
helping the Goats to a 20-7 record and fourth place at state, 
averaging 17.0 points on 57.7 field goal shooting, 9.6 
rebounds and 2.7 blocked shots.  



A first-team state all-tournament pick, Schell was the 
tourney's leading rebounder. He also was a member of the 
Eastern Washington Elite All-Star team that played in the 
Adidas Big-time Tournament at Las Vegas , Nev., last 
summer.  
 
Weisner Signs Scholarship Agreement to Play at 
Western (5/11/04)  
 
Forward Brett Weisner (pronounced WISE-ner), a transfer 
from Eastern Washington University, has signed a 
scholarship agreement to play men's basketball at Western 
Washington University.  
 
The 6-foot-5 Weisner was an honorable mention 
Washington State Sports writers Association Class 4A 
choice as a senior at Shadle Park High School . He also was 
a first-team Spokesman-Review all-Area and all-Greater 
Spokane League selection, averaging 20.1 points and 8.0 
rebounds on a Highlanders' team that finished 24-6 and 
placed fifth at the state tournament.  
 
Weisner, 20, did not play in either of his two years at 
Eastern, being a redshirt last season after sitting out the 
previous campaign because of a knee injury.  
 
Twice a state all-tourney pick as a prep, Weisner played in 
the 2002 Northwest Shootout with senior all-stars from 
Washington and Oregon . He was a first-team all-league 
pick as a junior on a 24-5 team that placed third at state, 
averaging 19.2 points, including 21.2 in four state 
tournament games.  
 
Weisner also was a track standout at Shadle Park , placing 
fourth in the javelin at the state meet as senior with throw 
of 176-5, and sixth as a junior.  
 
Weisner's father, Darcy, a 1982 Western graduate, was 
Brett's coach in high school and is the Vikings' last three-
sport letter winner (football, basketball, track). Darcy 
coached Brewster High School to State B titles in 1984 and 
1985, compiling a record of 338-184 in 20 years as a high 
school coach, including 142-98 record in 10 seasons at 
Shadle Park .  
 
Western Bolsters Front Line With Two Signees 
(4/15/04)  
 
Two junior college transfers have signed national letters-of-
intent to play basketball at Western Washington University. 
 
Joining the Vikings are 6-foot-7 junior forward Tyler 
Amaya (pronounced Ah-MAY-ah) from Dixie College, 
Utah, who was the MVP of the 2001 Class 3A State 
Tournament as a senior at Mount Vernon High School, and 
6-9 junior center Tyler MacMullen from Edmonds CC.  
 
Amaya averaged 10.0 points and 7.0 rebounds for a Dixie 
team that finished 22-9 and won the Scenic West Athletic 
Conference title. Prior to that, he spent two seasons at 
NCAA Division I Gonzaga University, redshirting one year 
and lettering in the 2002-03 season, seeing action in 25 

games as the Bulldogs reached the second round of the 
NCAA tournament.  
 
Amaya was a two-year starter at Mount Vernon, earning 
Northwest League MVP and state tournament MVP honors 
as the Bulldogs went a perfect 27-0 and won the Class 3A 
State Championship. Amaya averaged 8.0 points and 6.0 
rebounds during the regular season, then dominated at the 
state tournament, contributing 18.0 points and 9.0 
rebounds.  
 
MacMullen did not play organized basketball until the last 
two years, when he joined the team at Edmonds CC after 
being discovered in a physical education class. He lettered 
as a freshman, then earned first-team NWAACC Northern 
Division all-star status this season as a sophomore on a 21-
9 Triton team that placed seventh at the NWAACC 
Tournament. He averaged 15.0 points and 10.2 rebounds, 
ranking second in the NWAACC in rebounds and being 
one of just two NWAACC players to average a double-
double. 



2003-04 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
Shooting Guard Joins Seawolves (9/4/03) 
 
Kemmy Burgess of San Diego, Calif., has enrolled in 
school and will play basketball for the University of Alaska 
Anchorage this season. 
 
A 6-0, 170-pound guard, Burgess previously played at 
Vanguard University in Costa Mesa, Calif., from 1999-
2001 and was a highly decorated high school star in his 
home state. Playing in 59 games over two seasons at 
Vanguard, an NAIA school, he averaged 12.7 points and 
3.3 rebounds per game and made 107 three-pointers. As a 
sophomore, his 15.1 ppg average ranked seventh in the 
Golden State Athletic Conference. 
 
As a prep senior at El Cajon Valley High in 1998-99, 
Burgess led the state of California with a 33 points per 
game average. He earned first team All-San Diego honors 
and was a Third Team All-State selection by Cal-Hi Sports. 
 
“Kemmy has demonstrated the ability to score at the 
college level,” Bruns said. “He is an excellent shooter who 
can also get to the free throw line. His presence should help 
to take some pressure off of our big guys.” 
 
Burgess joins fellow transfers Aaron Lawrence (5-10, Jr., 
PG, Sacramento, Calif./West Valley College) and Adam 
Simpson (6-7, Jr., F, Frankfort, Ky./St. Catherine College) 
in the Seawolves’ 2003-04 recruiting class. 
 
Seawolves Sign California Point Guard (8/5/03) 
 
Aaron Lawrence of Sacramento, Calif., has committed to 
play basketball for Alaska Anchorage. 
 
A 5-10, 160-pound point guard, Lawrence comes to UAA 
as a transfer from West Valley College in Saratoga, Calif., 
where he was a first team All-Coast Conference South 
Division selection as a sophomore in 2002-03. Lawrence 
averaged 11.0 points, 4.5 assists and 1.1 steals per game for 
the 23-8 Vikings, who advanced to the Northern California 
regional finals and finished the season ranked 13th among 
California community colleges. He led the Coast South 
with an 86.5 free throw percentage and ranked fourth in the 
league with 36.5 percent three-point shooting. As a 
freshman at WVC, he averaged 10 points and was named 
second team all-conference. 
 
Lawrence enjoyed an outstanding prep career at McClatchy 
High School in Sacramento, where he earned All-Metro 
League honors as a junior and senior. He averaged 17 
points and 5 assists as a senior, helping the Lions to a 25-6 
mark and earning All-City honors. 
 
“Aaron will not only bring leadership at the point position, 
but the ability to make the three as well,” UAA head coach 
Charlie Bruns said. “His junior college team allowed just 

58.6 points per game last year, and he was a major part of 
that defense, so he knows what it takes to win.” 
 
Lawrence becomes the second player to join the Seawolves 
for the 2003-04 season, joining 6-7 forward Adam Simpson 
of Frankfort, Ky. 
 
Central Washington 
 
Wildcats Sign German Point Guard (10/8/03) 
 
With the first day of official practice just over one week 
away, Central Washington men's basketball coach Greg 
Sparling has announced the addition of a promising 
freshman for the 2003-04 season. 
 
Tobias (Tobi) Stoll, a 6-1 point guard from Heidelberg, 
Germany, has enrolled in school at CWU and will be 
competing for a spot on the roster when camp opens next 
Wednesday. 
 
"Tobi is a true point guard who should also be able to score 
some points for us," Sparling said. "We haven't had much 
of a chance to watch him - other than on tape - but we like 
what we have seen of him." 
 
Stoll graduated from Heidelberg College in Germany in 
2002, but did not play basketball last season. In his final 
year at Heidelberg, he averaged 34 points, six rebounds and 
eight assists per game. 
 
"He has a tremendous upside," Sparling added, "and he 
should be able to complement his teammates and the make-
up of our team well." 
 
Lynn To Transfer From Umpqua (5/27/03) 
 
Chris Lynn, most recently a point guard at Umpqua 
Community College in Roseburg, Ore., has signed to play 
basketball for Central Washington University beginning in 
the 2003-04 season. 
 
Lynn is originally from Kent, Wash., where he prepped at 
Kentwood High School. He spent the past two seasons at 
Umpqua, averaging 20.8 points and five assists per game 
for the Timbermen this past winter. Lynn was the runner-up 
in the voting for NWAACC Southern Region Most 
Valuable Player, and earned first team all-NWAACC 
accolades. 
 
"He is a very athletic point guard," CWU head coach Greg 
Sparling said. "He's a scoring point guard who gives us a 
lot of quickness and will allow us to have three ball 
handlers on the floor at once. He is also a very good passer 
- averaging five assists despite being a relied on as a scorer 
at Umpqua. The addition of Chris will allow some of our 
other players to exhibit their versatility on the basketball 
floor." 
 
Lynn tied the UCC school record for points in a single 
game with a 48-point performance last season. A 37 
percent marksman from three-point range and a 79 percent 



free throw shooter, Lynn competed in the NWAACC All-
Star Game in March, scoring 16 points for the South team. 
 
A former standout at Kentwood, Lynn was a first team all-
South Puget Sound League choice as a senior for the 
Conquerors in 2000-01. He earned a total of three letters in 
basketball, also competing in football and track and field 
during his prep days. 
 
Barsh Signs With Wildcats (5/21/03) 
 
Roy "R-Jay" Barsh, a former standout at both Puyallup 
High School and Tacoma Community College, has signed 
to play basketball for Central Washington University 
beginning in the 2003-04 season. 
 
Barsh, a 6-foot-5 guard/forward from Puyallup, Wash., 
played the last two seasons for former CWU assistant (and 
current Eastern Washington assistant) Carl Howell at 
Tacoma Community College. He averaged 12.2 points and 
8.2 rebounds per game as a sophomore for the Titans, who 
finished second in the nine-team NWAACC West Region. 
TCC was 26-5 overall and 13-3 in conference play this past 
winter after winning the conference title during Barsh's 
freshman season. 
 
"R-Jay is a great competitor," Sparling said. "He is an 
athletic kid that will allow us to do some things different 
defensively. He also has a great personality and is the type 
of kid that will score, but also rebound and play defense the 
way that fits our system." 
 
Barsh's on-court success at Tacoma culminated with an 
appearance in the NWAACC All-Star Game in March. In 
that contest, Barsh was the West team's second-leading 
scorer with 16 points, also adding five rebounds. For the 
regular season, he was a second team all-NWAACC 
selection. 
 
The second oldest of seven boys, older brother Josh Barsh 
will be a senior forward at Montana State University this 
coming year. 
 
The addition of Barsh is the first signing by the CWU 
men's basketball program this spring. Sparling says he 
expects to add a couple more recruits from the junior 
college and high school ranks in the coming weeks. 
 
Humboldt State 
 
Brawley's Corral added to Jacks¹ roster (8/14/03) 
 
Putting the final touch on an outstanding recruiting class, 
Humboldt State head men's basketball coach Tom Wood 
announced Thursday the signing of former Brawley Union 
High School standout Carlos Corral.  
 
Corral, a 6-2 guard, earned All-CIF San Diego Section 
honors in Division III and was also chosen to the Imperial 
Valley all-league team. During his senior season, Corral 
averaged 15.7 points, 7.2 rebounds and 6.8 assists per 
game. 

"Carlos is that versatile athlete that is often described as a 
combo-guard," Wood said. "What really impressed me is 
his good decision making. He¹s the type of player that 
makes his teammates better players when he's on the 
court." 
 
Johnson To Join HSU Men's Hoop Squad (7/8/03) 
 
Broderick Johnson is yet another name you can add to the 
list of players that will make the 2003-04 Humboldt State 
men's basketball team.  
 
Johnson held the point guard spot on the Washington 
Union High School team last year, helping lead the 
Panthers to the Valley Championship. He was a first team 
all-league pick and earned the scholar athlete award. 
 
Oakmont Standout Latest to Join HSU (6/23/03) 
 
Former Oakmont High School basketball standout Will 
Sheufelt will attend Humboldt State and play for the 
Lumberjacks. 
 
Sheufelt, a 6-3 guard, averaged 21.6 points and four assists 
per game for the Oakmont Vikings. During his prep career, 
Sheufelt gained a reputation for last-second heroics on 
offense while also establishing himself as a solid defender. 
 
"Will provides us with yet another scoring weapon and has 
often displayed that ability to handle critical situations," 
HSU head coach Tom Wood said. "Besides his basketball 
skills, Will has an impressive academic record and is truly 
a scholar-athlete." 
 
Sheufelt was named Pioneer Valley League MVP 
following his senior season, also earning all-league honors 
as a junior.  
 
Palomar Guard Signs With HSU (5/15/03) 
 
Another top Southern California basketball prospect - 
former Palomar College guard Jordan Feramisco - has 
signed a letter of intent to attend Humboldt State University 
and play for the Lumberjacks next year. 
 
"Jordan is an ideal combo-guard that should be a great fit 
on our team," HSU assistant coach Steve Kinder said. "He's 
a seasoned player who has been successful in a tough 
conference." 
 
Feramisco has been two-year standout at Palomar 
following a celebrated prep career at Torrey Pines High 
School in San Diego. During his senior season in 2000-01, 
the 6-3 shooting guard was honored as the CIF Division I 
Player of the Year after averaging 19.3 points per game and 
leading his team to the championship of that division.  
 
He continued to excel during a two-year career at Palomor, 
earning all-Pacific Coast Conference first team honors the 
past season. Starting at the off-guard slot, Feramisco 
averaged 17 points, 6 rebounds and 3.5 assists per game for 
the Comets. 



 
"We're looking forward to Jordan adding scoring at the off-
guard spot and also provide leadership on the floor at point 
guard," Kinder said. 
 
Humboldt Signs Three Top Recruits (4/18/03) 
 
Three of the state's top prospects in this year's high school 
graduating class - Kejuan Johnson, Jeremiah Ward and 
Keith Spencer - have all signed letters of intent with 
Humboldt State. 
 
Johnson, a 6-3 shooting guard, brings scoring and ball-
handling ability to the lineup. During his recently 
completed senior season, Johnson led Division III-AA 
Artesia High of Lakewood to the CIF Southern Section 
championship. 
 
During the season, Johnson averaged 19.8 points per game 
and grabbed 6.2 rebounds per contest. He also dished 4.1 
assists per game while coming away with 2.6 steals. 
 
"Kejuan is a proven winner who will have an immediate 
impact on our program," head coach Tom Wood said. "He 
also represents a definite cornerstone for our program's 
future." 
 
Johnson's skills earned him CIF Southern Section Player of 
the Year honors, a reward for pacing the Artesia High 
School Pioneers through a 30-3 season and their first 
section title since 1995. 
 
Spencer, a 6-7 forward, earned Player of the Year honors in 
the Mesa League while leading Eastlake High School of 
Chula Vista to a 19-8 overall record this past season. He 
was also a second team all CIF Division I-AA selection. 
 
"Keith is very athletic and has a diverse game that fits 
perfectly into our system,"Wood said. "He has good size, is 
good around the basket and also performs well out in the 
open." 
 
During the season Spencer averaged 18.7 points and 9.8 
rebounds per game for the Eastlake Titans. He also 
contributed 3.6 blocked shots and 3.4 assists per game, and 
set the school¹s single game records for points in a game 
with 33 and rebounds in a game with 20. 
 
Ward, a 6-0 point guard, earned first team All-Citrus 
League honors while starring for Division I-AA AB Miller 
High of Fontana. He was also selected to the All Inland 
Valley team and San Bernardino All-County first team. 
 
"Jeremiah is an extremely versatile guard and a strong 
leader," Wood said. "He's skilled at both guard positions 
and fits right into our pressing tactics and open style of 
play." 
 
Helping the AB Miller Rebels to a 15-14 record and CIF 
playoff appearance, Ward averaged 21.5 points and 5 
assists per game. He scored 16 points in the San Bernardino 
County all-star game. 

 
Humboldt State advanced to the NCAA Division II 
tournament for third consecutive year before losing in the 
regional semifinals. The Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference co-champions posted a 23-6 overall record and 
were ranked No. 1 in the national poll for more than a 
month during the season. 
 
Northwest Nazarene 
 
NNU Adds JC Forward (5/20/03) 
 
Daniel Nyom, a 6-6 forward from Salt Lake Community 
College, has signed a national letter-of-intent to play 
basketball at Northwest Nazarene. 
 
Nyom, who is from Yaounde, Cameroon, averaged 6.8 
points and 4.3 rebounds for the Bruins last winter. Nyom 
shot 61 percent from the floor. 
 
"Daniel will be an immediate impact player for us," NNU 
coach Ed Weidenbach said. "He runs the floor well and has 
size with explosion. Daniel has his best basketball ahead of 
him." 
 
"We believe he can become an all-league player and 
average double figures in points and rebounds. Needless to 
say we are pleased he has chosen to join us."  
 
Bieker Signs With NNU (5/7/03) 
 
Brian Bieker, the 2003 Idaho 5A Player of the Year, has 
signed a letter of intent to play basketball at Northwest 
Nazarene University. 
 
Bieker, who was voted the Player of the Year by the Idaho 
Coaches Association, was also named to the SIC First-
Team, and was a First Team All-State selection. 
 
“We are very pleased to have Brian join our program. He 
has had great success on and off the court, and plays with 
great understanding of the game,” according to NNU 
Coach Ed Wiedenbach. Wiedenbach continued, “Brian 
knows how to WIN! He has been well coached and will fit 
into our program very well.” 
 
Brian averaged 12.8 points per game, 6.5 rebounds per 
game, and 3.0 assists per game in his senior season at 
Centennial High School. 
 
Seattle University 
 
Three Freshmen Sign With Redhawks (5/23/03) 
 
Three high school players have signed letters-of-intent to 
play basketball at Seattle University. 
 
Joining the Redhawks recruiting class are Jacob Collins 
(San Juan Capistrano, Calif./Mission Viejo HS), Trevante 
Nelson (Rialto, Calif./Mater Dei HS) and Travis Welt 
(Spokane, Wash./Saint George's HS). 



A three-year letter winner at Mater Dei High School in 
Santa Ana, Calif., Nelson helped his team to three CIF 
championships and two California state titles. The 5-11 
guard also helped Mater Dei to three Serra League titles 
and two southern section championships.  
 
Nelson also won four AAU national titles while playing 
with the 4-D Stars and the Southern California All-Star 
Sports Express. He was a four-year honor role student and 
served two seasons as a team captain. 
 
Collins lettered three years for Mission Viejo High School, 
who finished the past two seasons as the second best team 
in Orange County behind Nelson's Mater Dei squad. He 
was honored as the South Coast League MVP, a 
McDonald's All-America nominee and a third team All-
Orange County selection this past year after averaging 16.9 
points, 7.3 rebounds and 4.8 assists per game.  
 
The 6-3 guard was a two-time first team all-league 
selection and a two-time all-CIF selection. Led by Collins, 
Mission Viejo won consecutive league titles the past two 
years. 
 
Welt, a 6-9 center, lettered two years for Saint George's 
High School in Spokane. He was an all-league and all-state 
tournament selection after averaging 16 points, 11 rebounds 
and five blocks per game this past season and leading Saint 
George's to a seventh-place finish at the Class 'B' state 
tournament.  
 
Welt, who served as a team captain, was also recently 
invited to play in the Class 'B' All-State Game. As a junior, 
he was named the team's Most Improved Player, helping 
Saint George's to a second-place finish in the state 
tournament. Welt also lettered four years in track and 
finished sixthin the state in the discuss as a junior. 
 
Rainey To Transfer From UC - Santa Barbara (5/14/03) 
 
Scott Rainey (So., Astoria, Ore./Astoria HS, UC-Santa 
Barbara), a redshirt freshman on the UC-Santa Barbara 
men's basketball team this past season, will transfer to 
Seattle University. Rainey will have three years of 
eligibility remaining at Seattle U. 
 
Rainey, a 6-foot-10 native of Astoria, Oregon, played in 17 
games this past season. He received the Steve Allaback 
academic award and was a Big West Conference All-
Academic selection after helping the Gauchos to their first 
league title and a spot in the NIT. 
 
"As a Big West All-Academic selection, Scott is an ideal fit 
for a student-athlete at Seattle University. This signing 
continues to show the emergence of the Seattle University 
basketball program as another top student-athlete returns to 
the northwest to complete his eligibility," SU coach Joe 
Callero said. "Scott will bring an immediate impact to our 
team. He is an inside presence on both the offensive and 
defensive ends of the court." 
 

A three-year letter winner at Astoria, Rainey was a two-
time All-Cowapa League selection after leading Astoria to 
back-to-back state tournament appearances and a league 
championship in his junior campaign.  
 
As a senior, he was named Astoria's MVP and was a 
McDonald's All-America nominee after averaging 10.8 
points, 10.2 rebounds, 5.4 blocks and 3.6 assists per game. 
He shot 58 percent from the field and 71 percent from the 
free-throw line. 
 
Rainey recorded a school record 11 blocked shots in a 
game against Clatsleanie High School and played in the 
Oregon High School Coaches All-Star Game that year. 
 
As a junior, Rainey averaged 15.6 points, 9.3 rebounds, 4.8 
blocks and 2.8 assists. He recorded career highs of 28 
points and 17 rebounds in a game against Tillamook High 
School. Rainey also shot 56 percent from the field and 73 
percent from the free-throw line that season.  
 
He served two seasons as a team captain and was a member 
of both the National Honors Society and the National 
Honor Roll. He was also a Presidential Scholar and 
graduated from Astoria with a 3.97 grade-point average. 
Rainey also lettered one year in soccer and three years in 
volleyball at Astoria. 
 
"Scott will have an opportunity to play right away at 
Seattle. That is a very good situation for him," Santa 
Barbara coach Bob Williams said. "I appreciate all of his 
effort in his two years at UC Santa Barbara, and I wish 
Scott all the best in his future." 
 
Redhawks Sign Eugene Standout (5/2/03) 
 
Kevin Harrison, a 6-8 forward and state tournament MVP 
from Marist High School in Eugene, Ore., has signed a 
national letter of intent to play for the Seattle University 
men's basketball team. 
 
"Kevin will add perimeter scoring as well as another solid 
inside option. Most importantly, Kevin comes from a 
winning program, where he has been the MVP of a state 
championship team," SU head coach Joe Callero said. "He 
is a quality student-athlete and a quality person who will 
add to the Seattle University basketball family." 
 
Harrison was named the state tournament MVP as a 
sophomore, when he led Marist to the class 3A Oregon 
state title. He was also a third team all-state and second 
team all-league selection that season. 
 
This past year, Harrison led Marist to a 26-2 record and the 
Sky-Em league championship with a perfect 16-0 
conference record. He was a McDonald's All-American 
nominee and will play in the Oregon East-West 3A All-Star 
Game. 
 
Harrison had the top three-point percentage in the state 
tournament this year. An all-league selection, he earned 
MVP honors at the Clark Cochrane Classic and Philomath 



holiday tournaments. As a junior, Harrison was honored as 
Marist's MVP. He also earned first team all-league honors 
and was named to the all-state tournament first team.  
 
Western Oregon 
 
Western Oregon Signs Former West Linn Star  
 
Western Oregon has signed Jeff Barnhart, a 6-1, 180 
combo guard, which complements its recruiting class that 
already included NWAACC first team selections David 
Brautigam and Even Kieling.  
 
Barnhart, played his high school basketball at West Linn, 
was one of the top scorers in the state (2000-01), averaging 
17.8 points, 6.2 assists and 6.8 rebounds per game. During 
his junior season Barnhart averaged 10.2 points, 4.5 assists 
and 3.7 rebounds per game. Both years Barnhart received 
Three Rivers All-League recognition. 
 
As a freshman, Barnhart was a member of the 1998 Class 
1A Washington State Championship team at Chelan High 
School. Barnhart was a second team Caribou League 
selection his sophomore season when he averaged 12.7 
points, 2.3 assists and 3.2 rebounds per game. He 
transferred from Chelan high school in Washington to West 
Linn, Oregon after his sophomore season. 
 
Barnhart played at Cabrillo College (2001-02), enrolled at 
Western Oregon last season and will be a redshirt 
sophomore. 
 
WOU Lands Two NWAACC All-Stars (5/22/03) 
 
Northwest Athletic Association of Community Colleges 
all-stars Dave Brautigam and Evan Kieling along with 
Larry Hall have signed letters-of-intent to play basketball at 
Western Oregon University 
 
Brautigam played at Lane CC during the 2000-01 and 
2001-02 seasons and is the school’s second all-time leading 
scorer. He was a first team All-NWAACC selection both 
seasons. The 6-7, 215 pound forward is a former standout 
at Tualatin High School, where he was a third team all-state 
(4A) selection in 2000. He did not play anywhere this year, 
and actually signed with Hills and the Wolves last fall. 
 
Kieling was a first team All-NWAACC Southern Division 
pick this past winter at Clackamas CC, averaging 16.8 
points a game and 10.5 rebounds a contest. The Cougars 
were tri-division champs. Keiling, 6-6 and 210 pounds, 
scored 17 points and had 10 rebounds in the North-South 
all-star game and he tallied 31 points in a NWAACC 
playoff contest vs. Whatcom CC. The former Gladstone 
High School star shot 63 percent from the floor last winter 
and hit 79 percent of his free throw attempts. 
 
Hills also announced that Larry Hall, a 6-1 guard who most 
recently attended Portland State and Portland CC will be on 
the roster. 
 
 

Western Washington 
 
Vikings Sign California JC Star (4/24/03) 
 
Forward Rod Picou (pronounced Pee-coo), who averaged 
10.5 points and 6.5 rebounds as a sophomore at Skyline 
College in San Bruno, Calif., has signed a national letter of 
intent to play men's basketball at Western Washington 
University.  
 
The 6-foot-6 Picou received Coast Conference honorable 
mention for the 2002-03 season, helping the Trojans to a 
19-15 record and the second round of the Northern 
California playoffs. His 56.2 field goal percentage ranked 
second in the conference. 
 
As a freshman, Picou played on a Skyline team that 
finished 27-10 and reached the semifinals of state 
tournament. 
 
Picou attended Castlemont High School in Oakland, Calif., 
averaging 17.2 points and 8.0 rebounds as a senior. He led 
the Knights to a 19-11 record, second-place in the Oakland 
Athletic League, and the first round of NorCal playoffs. 
 
Picou was named Most Valuable Player of the East Bay 
Senior All-Star Classic and played in the OAL senior all-
star game.  
 
Vikings Sign Northern NWAACC MVP (4/21/03) 
 
Forward Craig Roosendaal, the 2002-03 Most Valuable 
player of the Northwest Athletic Association of 
Community Colleges (NWAACC) Northern Division, has 
signed a national letter of intent to play men's basketball at 
Western Washington University.  
 
The 6-foot-7 Roosendaal averaged 17.5 points on 55.0 
percent field goal shooting and 6.4 rebounds as a 
sophomore, leading the Tritons to a 22-8 record and the 
NWAACC tournament. He scored a career-high 32 points 
in an 82-80 overtime win over Lane CC in the first round of 
that tourney. 
 
Roosendaal played in the NWAACC North-South all-star 
game, helping the North squad to a 101-95 victory with 19 
points. He also was the MVP of the Blue Mountain CC 
Tournament won by Edmonds, averaging 23.7 points in 
three games, and was an all-tourney choice at the Edmonds 
CC Turkey Shootout. 
 
Roosendaal averaged 12.5 points as a freshman, helping the 
Tritons tie for the Northern Division title and reach the 
NWAACC tourney. 
 
As a senior at Kings High School, Roosendaal was named 
the Associated Press Class 1A state Player of the Year and 
MVP of the Chinook League as he led the Knights to the 
state championship, averaging 16.5 points and 9.5 
rebounds.  
 



2002-03 Recruits 
 
Alaska Anchorage 
 
UAA gains more size with California transfer (7/18/02) 
 
The University of Alaska Anchorage men’s basketball team 
has added more interior strength with the signing of 
forward/center Mike Keddington. 
 
Originally from Oxnard, Calif., the 6-6, 220-pound 
forward/center played the last two seasons at Grossmont 
College in San Diego, Calif. As a sophomore, he averaged 
7.0 points and a team-best 8.0 rebounds per game, helping 
Grossmont to the Pacific Coast Conference title with an 11-
3 league mark.  
 
Keddington gives the 2002-03 Seawolves another post 
player to add to the mix of returnees Peter Bullock (F, 6-6, 
Jr., 18.0 ppg, 8.7 rpg) and Josh Evans (F, 6-6, Jr., 5.1 ppg, 
4.5 rpg), and fellow JC transfer Bob Austin (F/C, 6-7). 
 
“Mike is an excellent passer who brings a lot of intangibles 
to our program," UAA head coach Charlie Bruns said. "He 
led his team in charges taken, and he has good strength to 
battle defensively in the post. His good attitude and 
physical versatility makes us comfortable  
playing him at power forward or center, allowing us some 
flexibility with the lineup.” 
 
Seawolf Men Add Pair of Colorado Standouts (5/30/02) 
 
The University of Alaska Anchorage men's basketball team 
added interior size and outside shooting with the signing of 
forward/center Bob Austin and guard Scott Stevens to 
national letter-of-intents. 
 
Both players come to UAA from Otero (Colo.) Junior 
College, where they helped their team to 40 wins and a pair 
of postseason berths over the last two seasons under the 
coaching of former Seawolf Tim Moser. 
 
The 6-7, 205-pound Austin, from Highlands Ranch, Colo., 
averaged 10.1 points, 9.8 rebounds and shot 57 percent as a 
sophomore after putting up 8.2 ppg, 7.5 rpg and 54 percent 
shooting in his rookie campaign. He led the Rattlers in 
rebounding both seasons. 
 
In the 6-3, 175-pound Stevens, the Seawolves get a 
combination guard with deadeye shooting skills and the 
ability to make his teammates better. As a sophomore last 
season, he averaged 12.6 points, 4.5 rebounds and 4.1 
assists per game while shooting 41 percent from three-point 
range and 79 percent on free throws.  
 
Stevens shot 43 percent on threes as a freshman. As a prep 
at Rocky Mountain High in Fort Collins, Colo., he 
averaged 19 points, 6 assists and 46 percent three-point 
shooting, earning all-conference and Class 5A all-state 
recognition. 
 

"Bob's competitiveness and defensive ability will make any 
team better. He was our hardest worker and will bring that 
to UAA, forcing his teammates to play and practice 
harder," said Moser, who echoed the same thoughts about 
Stevens.  
 
"Scott was the catalyst for our team the last two years. 
Whether playing the point or shooting guard, good things 
happened when he was on the floor. He turned down a 
number of Division I schools in favor of UAA." 
 
UAA Coach Charlie Bruns, who will begin his 10th season 
at the UAA helm in 2002-03, is excited about both 
additions: "Bob is a tenacious rebounder who can play both 
post positions. He will be a favorite of his teammates 
because he does the dirty work, is an excellent defender, 
blocks out and screens.  
 
"With Scott, he understood that Division I was just a label, 
and that UAA has a high quality program. He has a great 
feel for the game and his size and skill should complement 
the players we have coming back at those positions. As 
with our other recruits, these two come from a winning 
program and will bring that mindset with them to UAA." 
 
The pair becomes the third and fourth players in UAA's 
2002-03 recruiting class, joining incoming freshman Adam 
Fitt-Chappell (G/F, 6-5, 200, Eagle River/Wasilla HS) and 
fellow JC transfer Blaine Durrant (G/F, 6-4, 200, American 
Fork, Utah/Snow College). 
 
All-State swingman Commits to Seawolves (5/23/02) 
 
Adam Fitt-Chappell, a 6-5, 200-pound guard/forward from 
Eagle River, has signed to play basketball at the University 
of Alaska Anchorage. 
 
Fitt-Chappell played his senior season at Wasilla High 
School, where he helped the Warriors to a 22-7 record and 
a berth in the Class 4A state semifinals. The Region III 
MVP and Anchorage Daily News first team all-state 
selection averaged 20.0 points, 6.5 rebounds and 1.5 assists 
per game while shooting 56 percent from the field.  
 
Prior to transferring to Wasilla, Fitt-Chappell played two 
seasons of varsity basketball at Chugiak High School, 
where he was the leading scorer (19.5 ppg) in Region IV 
and a second team all-state selection as a junior. He shot 54 
percent and averaged 7.0 rebounds per game for the 
Mustangs in 2000-01.  
 
"We are thrilled to have Adam become a Seawolf," UAA 
coach Charlie Bruns said. "We felt  that he was a great fit 
for our program, and will have the chance to help us out 
immediately. He has learned from two of the most 
successful coaches in Alaska high school basketball in 
Chuck Martin (Wasilla) and Kevin Fullmer (Chugiak), and 
that has prepared him to take the step up to the college 
level.  
 



"We feel his ability is similar to past UAA local greats 
Jason Kaiser and Jim Hajdukovich, so we're definitely 
excited about the next four years."  
 
UAA men sign Utah JC transfer Durrant (5/20/02)  
 
Blaine Durrant, a 6-4, 200-pound guard/forward from 
American Fork, Utah, has signed a National Letter of Intent 
to play basketball at the University of Alaska Anchorage. 
 
Durrant comes to UAA after helping Snow (Utah) College 
to a 25-8 record in 2001-02. As a sophomore, Durrant 
averaged 8.5 points, 4.5 rebounds and 2.5 assists per game 
for Snow, which lost to eventual national champion Dixie 
College in the regional finals. 
 
As a prep at American Fork High, Durrant earned all-state 
and all-region honors in basketball. He also participated in 
track, posting a 6-8 high jump. 
 
“Blaine is a big, strong, athletic wing who can play both the 
shooting guard and small forward spots,” UAA coach 
Charlie Bruns said. “He will fill a big need for us as we 
played all last year undersized at his position. His 
athleticism will greatly improve our rebounding, and he 
comes from an extremely successful program, so he brings 
a winning attitude.” 
 
Durrant, who will have two years of eligibility at UAA, is 
the first player to sign with the Seawolves for their 2002-03 
recruiting class. Bruns said he hopes to announce more 
signings within the next few weeks. 
 
Central Washington 
 
Wildcats Ink Van Hook (5/22/02)  
 
A junior college standout from Lower Columbia College 
who helped lead the Red Devils to an appearance in the 
2002 NWAACC men's basketball tournament has signed a 
letter of intent to attend Central Washington University 
next year. 
 
Six-nine center Jay Van Hook (Longview-R.A. Long) 
averaged 21 points, 8.6 rebounds and four blocked shots 
per game this past winter. He was named Western Region 
and LCC's team MVP. 
 
Van Hook scored 15 points and grabbed eight rebounds per 
contest his freshman year at Lower Columbia. 
 
"We're excited to have Jay in our program," CWU head 
coach Greg Sparling said. "He will help us shore up our 
front line. He is the type of kid that can shoot ball with his 
right or left hand and plays extremely hard." 
 
Van Hook averaged 15 points and 12 rebounds per game 
his senior year at R.A. Long and was named to the 3A 
Greater St. Helens League's first team. He was a second-
team selection his junior term.  
 
 

Haupt Signs with Wildcats (5/14/02)  
 
A 6-9 forward/center out of Class 4A North Kitsap High 
School has signed a letter of intent to join the Central 
Washington University men's basketball program next 
season. 
 
Poulsbo native Bryan Haupt showed steady improvement 
during a three-year career at NKHS that peaked his senior 
season with a league-high 19 points and 7.3 rebounds per 
contest and selection to the all-Olympia League's second 
team.  
 
Haupt averaged 16.4 points and 6.7 rebounds per game as a 
junior and earned all-league first team and all-area honors. 
He was voted most improved by his teammates and was an 
all-league honorable mention his sophomore year.  
 
Haupt has also been a regular on the school's honor roll. 
 
"He is a good student-athlete," CWU head coach Greg 
Sparling said. "We are excited to get a freshman of his 
caliber." 
 
Humboldt State 
 
Lumberjacks Sign Two for Hoop Team (5/22/02) 
 
JC transfer Kaylin Thornton, from Berkeley, and freshman 
Kevin Johnson, out of Brentwood, have signed basketball 
letters of intent with Humboldt State University. 
 
Thornton, a 6-3 shooting guard, should help fill the void 
left by graduated senior Issac Gildea, and Johnson, a 6-6 
forward, adds even more athleticism to the Lumberjacks' 
post. 
 
Thornton, cousin of HSU forward and 2001-02 Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference scoring champion Austin 
Nichols, brings another bona fide scoring threat to the 
Jacks' lineup. At Columbia Junior College he averaged 24 
points and was named Central Valley Conference MVP. 
 
"Kaylin is yet another weapon we'll be able to utilize," 
HSU assistant coach Steve Kinder said. "He also adds 
instant experience to the program from his two years at 
Columbia.  He was recruited by several Division I 
programs and we¹re fortunate to have signed him." 
 
During his prep career at Berkeley High, Thornton was 
selected as one of the Bay Area Top 20. He averaged 18 
points per game and earned all-league honors.  
 
Johnson, who played prep ball at Liberty High School, 
averaged 14 points and eight rebounds during his senior 
season. BVAL all-league first team selection, team MVP.  
"Kevin is another athletic player who brings us additional 
depth," Kinder said. "He'll play a major role in our future 
success." 
 



Northwest Nazarene 
 
Crusaders Sign Player from Arizona (7/22/02) 
 
Matt Gerome, a top basketball player from Arizona, has 
signed a letter of intent to play basketball at Northwest 
Nazarene University. 
 
The 6-foot-9, 215-pound junior is transferring from 
Scottsdale (Ariz.) Community College where he averaged 
8.9 points and 5.5 rebounds in two seasons. Gerome made 
66 percent of his field goal tries and 76 percent of his free 
throws. He started all 32 games as a sophomore. Scottsdale 
participated in the regional conference playoffs in 2001 and 
2002. 
 
"We are excited by his versatility," said NNU head coach 
Ed Weidenbach. "He will be an impact player." 
 
Gerome earned two letters at Gilbert (Ariz.) High School 
where he was the No. 6-ranked power forward in Arizona. 
His senior year he was co-captain and an All-Region 
selection. Gilbert HS was the 5A Fiesta Region champions 
two years.  
 
Gerome was invited to the Arizona Top 100 Basketball 
Invitational three years and was the MVP as a senior. He 
received the United States Presidential Award for academic 
improvement and was a member of Who' Who Among 
American High School Students. 
 
In 28 high school games he grabbed 112 rebounds (4.0) and 
averaged 7.3 points as the team posted a 20-8 record. 
 
Wattling, Mosbacher Sign With Crusaders (5/31/02) 
 
A transfer and a two-sport high school senior have signed 
letters-of intent to participate at Northwest Nazarene 
University in basketball and track and field. 
 
Cam Wattling, 6-9 and 260 pounds, is transferring from 
Wenatchee Valley College. Chris Mosbacher signed out of 
Sentinel High School in Missoula, Mont. 
 
Wattling was a second team East Region NWAACC 
selection and participated in the NWAACC all-star game, 
scoring 17 points and handing out five assists. The East 
Wenatchee, Wash., resident averaged 17.2 points and five 
rebounds while leading the NWAACC with a Wenatchee 
Valley-record field goal percentage of 69.  
 
At Eastmont High, Wattling was first team Mid-Valley 
League all-star and 3A All-State selection. 
 
Mosbacher (6-5, 180) won the Montana triple jump state 
title with a personal best 45-8 and placed third in the 110 
hurdles in 15.03. In basketball he averaged 12 points and 
nine rebounds in leading Sentinel to a third-place finish. He 
was honored as the school's outstanding athlete.  
 
Mosbacher earned second team all-conference honors and 
played in the senior Montana All-Star game. 

Saint Martin’s 
 
Saints Sign Five to National Letters of Intent (8/7/02) 
 
Saint Martin's basketball coach Bob Grisham has 
announced the signing of five student-athletes for the 2002-
03 season. Joining the Saints program will be junior college 
transfers, Brandon Hartley and Garland Perry, Utah Valley 
State College sophomore transfer Zane Satovich and 
freshmen Thomas Preston and Joe Chirhart. 
 
"Overall I am pleased with this year's recruiting class. We 
set out to improve on our ability to shoot the ball and I feel 
we have done that," Grisham said. "We have a very 
experienced group returning with four starters and we need 
to take these new recruits and have them adjust quickly to 
our style of play and personnel."  
 
Chirhart is a 6-foot-1 freshman from Dimond High School 
in Anchorage, Alaska where he averaged 23.8 points per 
game, four steals, and five assists. He was a first team all-
league and all-state selection as a senior and was named the 
AlaskaPreps.com Player-of-the-Year. He was also named 
to the 4A all-state tournament team. In addition, Joe was a 
two-time all-state defensive back for his high school 
football team which has won the Alaska's Large school 
state championship for two years in a row.  
 
Grisham said, "(Chirhart) comes into the program having 
had an outstanding high school career. He brings the ability 
to score and a winning mentality with him. Joe is a 
tremendous all-around athlete and I like his 
competitiveness. His strength is his ability to shoot the 
three." 
 
Hartley, a 6-4 guard, is a transfer from South Mountain 
Community College in Phoenix, Ariz. Hartley was a first-
team team All-ACCAC selection who averaged 19 points 
per game. 
 
"(Hartley) is someone we feel can come in and have an 
immediate impact on the program. He is a proven scorer 
with the ability to shoot the 3-pointer. He is tough player 
who knows how to compete," said Grisham. 
 
Satovich, a 6-6 sophomore is a transfer from Utah Valley 
State College. He is a graduate of Northridge High School 
in Ogden, Utah, where he averaged 17 points and six 
rebounds per game. 
 
"I look for (Satovich) to provide us with strength in our 
post play. He is a good low post player,'' Grisham said. 
"His size, strength, and the fact he comes in as a sophomore 
has me excited about what he brings to the program."  
 
Garland Perry is a 6-5 transfer from Salt Lake Community 
College, where he averaged 10 points and six rebounds per 
game.  
 
"Garland is a talented and versatile athlete who creates 
match-up problems for opponents. He is good enough to 
step out and shoot the 3 and athletic enough to take 



someone off the dribble. We will need him to step up and 
have an immediate impact with this year's team," Grisham 
said. 
 
Preston, a 6-4 guard, averaged 10 points and seven 
rebounds per game last year as a senior at Colville High 
School 
 
"We always try to go out and get a freshmen we feel can 
play in the future, and (Preston) fits that mold,'' Grisham 
said. ``He has the size to play either wing position. He is 
another player we feel can come in and shoot the ball. His 
biggest adjustment will be the transition from high school 
to Division II (college) basketball."  
 
"We will need several of these new players to step up and 
contribute immediately for us to be successful," Grisham 
said. "Several of these recruits' strengths is their ability to 
compete and shoot the perimeter shot.  
 
"Last season, our inconsistent perimeter shooting caused us 
scoring problems in many games. We will definitely need 
some individuals to step up and replace the loss and scoring 
of Gerritt Eades," Grisham said. 
 
Seattle University 
 
SU Adds Three Division I Transfers (5/14/02) 
 
Former Washington State Player-of-the-Year Eddie 
Lincoln (Jr., Seattle - O'Dea) headlines a list of three 
former Division I players who will transfer to Seattle 
University for the 2002-03 season. 
 
Jelani Williams (Jr., Pittsburg, CA - Portland State & Los 
Medanos JC) and Cameron Rowe (Jr., Pearland, TX - 
Texas Southern & Pasadena CC, Los Angeles Valley CC) 
will also join the Redhawk men's basketball team for the 
upcoming season. 
 
Lincoln spent the past two seasons at Eastern Washington. 
He played in 27 games and averaged 10 minutes per game 
as a freshman. This past season, he played in 22 contests 
after recovering from off-season ankle surgery.  
 
Prior to his stint with the Eagles, Lincoln was a prep 
standout for O'Dea High School, earning honors as the 
Washington Class 3A Player of the Year in 2000. That 
season, he averaged 16.8 points per game to lead the Irish 
to a 20-11 record and a fourth-place finish at the state 
tournament.  
 
Lincoln was selected to the all-Metro League first team 
twice, and led the Irish to a second-place finish at the state 
tournament in his junior season. He scored 34 points in the 
league championship game against Rainier Beach that year, 
including the game-winning basket.  
 
He was also a member of O'Dea's state championship team 
that finished 29-0 in his freshman season, and helped the 
Irish to a fourth-place finish at the state tournament in his 
sophomore campaign. 

"Obviously, we are excited to bring a player of this caliber 
to our program," Redhawk head coach Joe Callero said. 
"Not only does Eddie bring tremendous athletic ability and 
skill to our program; most importantly, he adds outstanding 
leadership and work ethic, and a winning attitude." 
 
Williams originally signed with Portland State after an 
outstanding prep career at Pittsburg High School in the 
northern Bay Area of California. He redshirted his 
freshman season due to injury and played in just three 
games the following year during his recovery.  
 
Williams spent this past season at Los Medanos Junior 
College, near his hometown, where he averaged 15.5 
points, 10 rebounds, three blocks and 2.5 steals per game. 
Prior to his collegiate career, Williams lettered three years 
at Pittsburg High School. 
 
He was named the Bay Valley Athletic League MVP after 
leading the conference in scoring. He was also selected his 
team's MVP, posting numbers of 23 points, 8.5 rebounds 
and three steals per game.  
 
Williams was an honor roll student and was named one of 
the top 100 prep athletes of the year by the Contra Costa 
Times. His AAU team won the California state tournament 
three years in a row. 
 
"Jelani will bring an aggressive game to the floor next year 
for us," Callero said. "He's a natural three-man that can 
score inside as well as out. He will also improve our overall 
team rebounding." 
 
Rowe brings the Redhawks much needed size and 
athleticism in the post. A highly recruited prep, Rowe 
originally signed with Texas Southern University, but left 
after his freshman season in which he sat out due to injury. 
Rowe played one season at Pasadena Community College 
before moving on to Los Angeles Valley Community 
College this past year.  
 
Rowe averaged 8.9 points and 5.1 rebounds per game 
despite playing with a cracked wrist. He played in just eight 
games before his injury sidelined him for the rest of the 
season. Rowe was a Western State Conference scholar 
athlete this past fall. He is the son of former UCLA and 
NBA star Curtis Rowe. 
 
"Cameron will definitely give us the inside presence, size 
and strength that will help us compete with the top teams in 
our league," Callero said. "His ability to catch and finish 
around the hoop will complement the inside game of junior 
college Nic Lano (who signed with SU on April 24). Along 
with that, Cameron has the bloodline to take us to the next 
level." 
 
Lano, McDaniel Ink Letters With Redhawks (4/24/02) 
 
Nic Lano (Jr., Lynnwood, Wash./Mountlake Terrace HS, 
Edmonds CC) and Jeffrey McDaniel (Fr., Stockton, 
Calif./Tokay HS) have signed national letters of intent to 
play basketball at Seattle University. 



A four-year letterwinner and four-time team captain, 
McDaniel was honored as the Stockton Record Player of 
the Year and the San Joaquin Athletic Association co-MVP 
after leading Tokay High School (Lodi, Calif.) to the 
second round of the Sac-Joaquin sectional tournament.  
 
He averaged 18.6 points, 12 rebounds, two blocks and three 
assist per game this past season and was a nominee for the 
McDonald's All-American high school boy's basketball 
team.  
 
McDaniel also helped Tokay to the SJAA league 
championship as a junior. He was named a top high school 
senior in the state of California by several publications, 
including the No. 4 player by Sacramento Area Hoops. 
 
"Jeff is one of the top athletes in the San Joaquin Valley. 
He will add the athleticism, quickness and competitiveness 
that will bring Seattle University fans to their feet," SU 
coach Joe Callero said. "We look at Jeff as a versatile 
athlete who can play four positions for us, from point guard 
to power forward." 
 
Lano was a NWAACC all-North Division selection after 
helping Edmonds Community College to an 11-5 league 
and 16-15 overall record this past season, including a tie for 
first place in the division.  
 
Lano averaged 17.4 points and ranked second in the 
NWAACC with 10.1 rebounds per game. He was named to 
the NWAACC all-star team, and was one of just four 
players to average double figures in both scoring and 
rebounding. 
 
As a prep, Lano was a class 4A all-state and WesCo all-
league first team selection after averaging 15 points and 
nine rebounds per game in his senior season at Mountlake 
Terrace High School. He was also named to the Everett 
Herald All-Area Team. 
 
"Nic adds a proven post scorer for the Redhawks," Callero 
said. "His 17 points and 10 rebounds a night at Edmonds 
should earn Nic significant playing time as well as a 
starting position. He is another on of the top Edmonds 
Community College products that coach (Keith) Kingsbury 
has produced." 
 
Three Sign Early With Redhawks (11/20/01) 
 
Three local standouts have signed national letters of intent 
to play basketball at Seattle University next season 
announced head coach Joe Callero Nov. 20. The first-year 
skipper has added Anthony Lewis (Jr., Seattle/Franklin HS, 
University of Idaho, Frank Phillips College), Marcus Steele 
(Camano Island, Wash./Stanwood HS) and Ryan Webb 
(MountlakeTerrace, Wash./Mountlake Terrace HS).  
 
"With these three signings, we have found our point guard 
of the future in Webb, and aggressive wing in Anthony 
Lewis, and a versatile 6-6 forward in Marcus Steele," 
Callero said. "All three of these young men will fit well 
into our full-court defensive schemes." 

Lewis is making his way to Seattle U. via the University of 
Idaho and Frank Phillips College, a community college 
located in Borger, Texas. He graduated from Franklin High 
School in 1998 after lettering all four years. Lewis was a 
class 4A all-state selection and a participant in the 
Washington/Oregon high school game as one of the state's 
ten representatives. A four-year starter, Lewis led Franklin 
to a fifth place finish in the class 4A state tournament as a 
senior. 
 
Lewis moved on to the University of Idaho, where he 
played in 29 games as a freshman during the 1999-2000 
campaign. He averaged just under two points and 11.4 
minutes per game with the Vandals. The following season, 
he averaged just under nine points and four rebounds per 
game as a sophomore at Frank Phillips "With the addition 
of Anthony Lewis, we have signed an impact player who 
can immediately contribute to our competitive level." 
 
Steele established himself as one of the premiere forwards 
in the state last season after leading Stanwood to a sixth 
place finish in the class 4A state tournament. He averaged 
18.2 points and 8.8 rebounds per game as a junior. Over the 
summer, he played for the Emerald City Pioneers, a select 
basketball team comprised of elite players in the greater 
Seattle area. 
 
Webb led the Hawks to a 19-1 regular season record and a 
20-4 overall finish last season as a junior. He averaged 12.5 
points and four rebounds per game while shooting 50 
percent from the field. Webb was an honorable mention all-
WesCo 4A selection and an honorable mention Everett 
Herald all-area selection. He was also named co-Most 
Improved Player at Mountlake Terrace. Webb played for 
the Rotary Select team that won the FinalScore.tv 
Invitational over the summer, and hit a three pointer to win 
the championship. 
 
Seattle Pacific 
 
Junior College Center To Transfer To SPU (6/6/02) 
 
Jason Chivers, a 6-foot-8 freshman center at Los Angeles 
Trade-Tech junior college, has signed a scholarship 
agreement with Seattle Pacific University and will play for 
the Falcons beginning next fall. 
 
Playing only his second year of organized basketball, 
Chivers averaged 14.6 points, 15.1 rebounds and 3.4 
blocked shots before suffering a season-ending knee injury 
16 games into this past season at LATT. The top rebounder 
among California community colleges, he is expected to 
begin playing again this summer and will have three years 
of remaining eligibility. 
 
A former professional baseball pitching prospect, Chivers 
spent three years in the New York Mets organization and 
another with independent Dixie (Ut.) in the Western 
Baseball League. 
 
Chivers, 24, played basketball only his senior season at 
Highland High School in Palmdale, Ca. The lefthanded 



pitcher and first baseman the was signed by the Mets as a 
free agent. 
 
Jeff Hironaka, Seattle Pacific¹s new head coach, said 
Chivers will have an immediate impact. "Jason gives us a 
defensive force in the middle and huge presence on both 
the offensive and defensive boards," said Hironaka. "He's 
got a lot of ability and his potential is unlimited based on 
the amount he's played." 
 
Chivers becomes the second recruit signed by Hironaka and 
the fourth overall, joining Enumclaw point guard Tony 
Binetti, swingman Dustin Bremerman of Yakima's 
Eisenhower High and guard Jordan Beede from 
Bellingham's Squalicum. 
 
Enumclaw's Binetti Signs With Falcons (11/15/01) 
 
Tony Binetti, a standout point guard who helped Enumclaw 
High School reach the state 4A tournament each of the past 
three years, has signed an early national letter of intent to 
play basketball for Seattle Pacific University beginning 
next season. 
 
"The fact that we signed Tony early speaks for itself," said 
SPU Coach Ken Bone. "We believe he's going to be a big 
part of our program for years to come. Tony's an exception 
point guard." 
 
Yakima Player Signs With SPU (11/20/01) 
 
Dustin Bremerman, the top scorer for Yakima's Eisenhower 
High School last year, has signed a national letter of intent 
to play basketball for Seattle Pacific University next 
season. 
 
Bremerman, a 6-foot-4 senior, led the Cadets in scoring as 
a senior, averaging 21.2 points, and helped lead the team to 
the state 4A tournament quarterfinals. He also topped the 
team in 3-pointers and rebounds (6.5). 
 
Bremerman, who was first team all-Big Nine and a 
participant in the state all-star game, is currently attending 
classes at Yakima Valley Community College. Michael 
Bushmaker, Bremerman's high school teammate, is a 
redshirt freshman at Seattle Pacific this season. 
 
Western Washington 
 
Vikings Sign California Prep Standout (5/20/02) 
 
Ryan Diggs, a 6-2 guard from Victorville, Calif., (Silverado 
High School) has signed a National Letter of Intent to play 
basketball for Western Washington University. 
 

Diggs was MVP of the Desert Sky Conference and a first-
team all-area pick as he led Silverado to an 18-10 record, a 
league title and the second round of the CIF 1A Southern 
Section playoffs, averaging 16.3 points, 5.6 rebounds, 3.0 
assists and 2.4 steals.  
 
He also started two years at Atwater High School in central 
California, earning all-Central California Conference 
honors both years. As a junior, he averaged 18.3 points, 6.4 
rebounds and 4.7 assists. 
 
Diggs is the younger brother of Shelton Diggs, who 
completed a four-year career at Western this winter as the 
ninth leading scorer in school history and will be a student 
assistant in the coming season. 
 
Two Lynden Preps to Play For Vikings (11/20/01)  
 
The Western Washington University men's basketball team 
has signed a pair of seniors from nearby Lynden High 
School to national letters of intent, Western coach Brad 
Jackson announced Nov. 20. 
 
The two players are 6-8 forward-center Grant Assink, and 
6-6 forward Darrell Visser. Both were starters as juniors, 
and as sophomores saw action on a Lynden team that 
reached the Class 3A state tournament. "We're pleased to 
have two players who have come out of a traditionally 
strong program like Lynden," said Jackson. "We know 
they'll be well prepared when they get here." 
 
Assink averaged 10 points and eight rebounds last season, 
earning second-team all-Northwest League honors. "Grant 
had a number of options and we're excited to get him," 
Jackson said. "We like the quickness he has for his size. He 
has 3-point range, he can put the ball on the floor, and like 
most big guys, he still has a little room to grow physically. 
He'll certainly be one of the best big men in the state at the 
Class 3A level and his skills and abilities will blend well 
into our style of play."  
 
Visser averaged 10 points and six rebounds last season. He 
also plays football for the Lions, who play a state semifinal 
game Saturday. "Darrell is an extremely gifted athlete," 
said Jackson. "He's just scratching the surface of his 
basketball ability. He's also demonstrated real physical and 
mental toughness in football and basketball that we're very 
excited about." 


