
 NCAA Compliance Education for Alumni, Donors and Friends   

 
 
Are you an ETSU Athletics Booster? 
 
Under NCAA regulations a Booster is representative of the institution’s athletics interests. 
 
Representative of Athletics Interest  
 
The NCAA defines a “representative of the institution’s athletics interests” (athletics 
representative/booster) as any individual who has ever:  

1. Made any type of contribution to the ETSU Department of Athletics or booster club (even a one-
time contribution); 

2. Purchased a ticket to a sporting event 
3. Joined an ETSU booster club; or 
4. Promoted the athletics program in any manner.  

 
Please make special note of three important points: 

1. You become a representative of the institution’s athletics interests by any action on your part to 
assist the ETSU Department of Athletics in any manner. 

2. Once you become a representative of the institution’s athletics interests, you retain that identity 
forever.  

3. NCAA regulations state that the institution responsible for all actions of its athletics 
representatives. Boosters involved in NCAA violations may lose benefits and privileges associated 
with the athletics program.  

 
Recruiting is NOT PERMITTED  
 
BOOSTERS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO RECRUIT! The only persons who can permissibly contact a prospective 
student-athlete are ETSU coaches and athletic department staff members. Boosters MAY NOT make any 
recruiting contact with prospects or their relatives. This precludes phone calls, letters, emails, and social 
media communication, as well as any face-to-face contact either on- or off-campus.  
 
As a representative of ETSU’s athletics interests, you MAY NOT provide a prospect with improper 
recruiting inducements, including but not limited to:  

1. Contact a prospect’s coach, principal, or counselor in an effort to evaluate a prospect;  
2. Visit a prospect’s educational institution to pick up film or transcripts pertaining to the 

evaluation of the prospect’s academic eligibility or athletic ability;  
3. Contact a prospect, his/her relative, or legal guardians by telephone for purposes of athletics 

recruitment; 
4. Write a prospect, his/her relatives or legal guardians for purposes of athletics recruitment; or 
5. Make special arrangements for entertaining a prospect on an official (e.g., by providing 

donations, goods, services, or discounts).  
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The following financial aid or other benefits CANNOT be offered to a prospect or to the prospect’s 
relatives or friends: 

1. Cash; 
2. Any tangible items, including merchandise; 
3. Gift of clothing or equipment; 
4. Payment of any fees (e.g., camps, special tutoring); 
5. Free or reduced cost services; rentals or purchase of any type; 
6. Free or reduced cost housing; 
7. An employment arrangement for a prospect’s relatives; or  
8. Providing loans to a prospect’s relatives or friends.  

 
 
Interaction with Current Student-Athletes  
 
As a representative of ETSU’s athletics interests, you CANNOT: 
 

1. Provide a student-athlete with extra benefits or services, including but not limited to: 
a. A loan of money; 
b. A guarantee of bond; 
c. The use of an automobile; 
d. Signing or co-signing a note with an outside agency to arrange a loan or housing; 
e. Rent free or reduced cost housing in the summer, fall, winter or spring.  

 
2. Make services available to a student-athlete (e.g., movie tickets, dinners, use of car) from 

commercial agencies (e.g., movie theaters, restaurants, car dealers without charge or at a reduced 
cost;  
 

3. Provide a student-athlete with a special discount, payment arrangement, or credit on a purchase 
or service; 

 
4. Provide a student-athlete with professional services without charge or at a reduced cost; 

 
5. Allow a student-athlete to use a telephone or credit card without charge or at a reduced cost; 

 
6. Serve as a “sponsor” or a “family” for an enrolled student-athlete; or 

 
7. Extend invitations to your summer home for water skiing, sailing, fishing, etc.  

 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
 
If a booster has any doubt as what action may or may not be taken in regard to any aspect of the ETSU 
Department of Intercollegiate Athletics (recruiting, student-athlete benefits, employment, etc.), please 
call ETSU’s Compliance Department at (423) 439-5797. Bucs Always Ask Before They Act! 


